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UPS AND DOWNS

Don Hubbara Dolores Alley Pussy Combs

nold Wexler Betty Alley (nee Behrenberg)
Harold Stimson Billy Alley Rocky Combs
Ted Shad John Meenehan Willis Arnstrong

Sunday August 11, 1946, The group went to Carderock, sreniing
the horning on the Svider Walk. Every one tried without success. Don
€d the Golden Stairs, after giving Betty and Rocky lesgons “n rapel
1ingg with John, Dolores, and Willig following. A face to the right
Of the Golden Stairs was climbed by Arnold and Ted. John made axn at-

bempt o climb, but half way up he decided to mke = quick descent,

Stimmy Jjoined the group during lunch and gave a nature tals on
Fh@ begutiful colored mushrooms which were gathered in the morning.
5timm}; and Joln worked on Sterling's Crack, which Stimmy ascended enl
deSCended. What did yoeu have for breakfast, Stimmy--Wheaties?

The Chris-Wex-Don traverse was l=d by John followeld by Den, Ted,
Willis, and Stimmye The same traverse was climbed in reverse led by
Stimmy with John and Don.,

: 3# % *
Don smbrara Dolores Alley Helen Baker
AFnold Waxler Betty Alley Eleanor Tatgsz
Biiy Welsh

Sunday, August 18, 1946. Near Great Fallg, Virginia, Don, RB:11.
DOlOres, and Betty climbed the Corkscrew Climb while A,.ri0ld, Helen,
ang Eleanor collected mushrooms and worked on their identification.
Aftep lunch, Don helped ldentify alsc, with so much cont'idence that ' n
Sven cooked and ate one of higs ldentifications.

: In the afternoon Dolores, Helen, and Bill, belayed by Arnold
"N kibitzed by Don, made a fine ascent of a handsome crack

]

THE WIND RIVER COUNTRY
By Helen Scoredos

Ry Chris and I could see the Snow-capped mountains of the Wind
-Ver Range for many mlles before we reached the section w» expected
© explore, Late in the afternoon we park ed the car between two large
@:een lakesg--the color is typical of glacial lskes--and started walg-
"8, along a trail not too hard to follow.

Late in the afternoon of the second day we reached Gcat Flat,

- —

12000 feet high, We camped at a little s tream about 50C feet from the

&i&mmit. In the distance we coulad see the pesks, and we:-had -no-diffi=
‘-bllﬁy‘gggk;gg_guL-Gannet%rmehris“dfécovered that the heels of hig
1mbing ghoes were coming off, which made a return trip to the car
wgr &nother pair necessary. On his return late tle third afternoon,
W decided to try to locate a little lake I hed ceen from above--there

- “Te a number of these little lakes, close to 200 in all we later



-iE FIND RIVER COUNTRY--Continued.

}Z;Pneﬂ, Wle climbed half-way down the mountain, and although we
dl@n’c find the leke, we saw a beautiful cascade and little green
Vaiiey cut by the Dinwoodie Stream.

The fourth day we found a trail leading into the canyon. It
had at one time been a very fine trail; we were so grateful to find
1t that ws cheerfully climbed over logs and forded stireams where the
bridges had washed out., I really wish I could adequately describe
tiie trail and the lovely gcenery. At the end of the fifth day we ar-
"lved at Gannett Peak. Floyd Wilson was putting up a camp for the
Colorado Mountain Club, and although we did not see him, we met one
of hig cowboys, who told us that they reached the mountain by a trail
through the "Ink Wells," so-called because the mountain lakes look
black when viewed from a distance. That night we camped at the tim-
beriline., k.

The sixth morning Chris and I started on a reconnaissance trip
to get a close view of the mountain. After scrambling over severadl
hundred feet of loose stone we reached the ice field. The ice field
Vas golid and fairly easy to eross. Chris estimated that we were
Within 1200 feet of the summit when we stopped fcr lunch. After eat-
ing and resting for a short time, we started the return trip to camp.
We had lots of fun glissading over the densely packsed snow. It was
mid-aftsrnoon before we finally crossed the glacier proper. The going

Was really difficult over the loose large stones piled a* the bags of
he glacier, and we were glad to reach the canyon leading to “he “ase
gl e

Camp. Here we found the stream coming from the glacier swellae:
three times the size 1% was in the mornling, end we nad suvne Iifriculty
Crogsing it. We reached the base camp tired happy at having zecn

the peak. Chris said the peesk would nct oo - diffiouls, aad tha’
€ither a gnow or rock climb could be made te reach e zummi ., How-
9ver, we were well confent to lsave the climbing of il to some tias
in the firture since our chief curpcse hnad wesn %0 se: the couniys

-
<

The resurn trip was made in a day and a a2

Je paz«od 1 EZ miles--nct counsing the traxp C.rils
the car--and szltogether we coverad close %o 1700 niles
To Loth think the country i1s well worth a retirn wrin
any member of *ae Club would enjoy Lt even 1Y they were
in climhing whe peak, which is the highest 1. Wycmin

LEMBECX REPCRTIS

Arthur Lembzck glves us a very respectful ides of Sierra CL.o)H
Cclimbing. He renorts on the "Second Chimney," a fifth dsgree climo
On Mt. Williamson, as follows:

"It actually was a broad Tee-shaped c.r,ack where two facoes
Joined, A broad ledge 250 feet-up on the 40C-foot clindb dividad th2
859 geciicn from the gentler-sloping higher stuff. Roy Gurir led. I
Was second, and one of the newer menbers, Ray Van Aten, was hilts
e uged 5 pitons, and at one spot used dirsc* ai1d for the leader. 3
followed without using 1it, having ths benefit o7 Foy as an upp=zr belay,.

"Ths pitches were usually about 40 feet, and on ihe lovsr sezilcr
g€nerally overhung for a portion of their distance, aeveliv domard the
top of the pitch, in a way that was cunvenient because the ton of %=
OVerhang would then become the belaying point for the nex PisesaeThe

a8t pitch on the 250-foot section was the direct aid place. Rey put

& double loop of sling rope around a chcckelone which was wbouht the
8lze of a grapefruit Tﬁiggggg varietyi) and uvsel the loop for & shirrup
?O Bo-up into a semi-chimhey. I Jfcliowed & little fartihsr ocut, svold-
'1Ng the chockstone. Beyond that point the &:ff.cultlos groduaily de-
Creaged. We used no more pitons the upper 200 fee', L:ove the 250
level it was Class III. We decided on '‘Bundignt” f or the chrishening--

e sun had been very annoying the first two hcws, blezing right dowa
the crack into our eyes.

"We walked down- the easy side back *to tue lunch nite and had a he-
lat aq attack on the water and food. Then 1% was *ice to nike bacx out

O the cars. Ths uphill grind.was qu.te di.feraont from the merning's
88h down those same s lopes. It had been a gwsll day ¢ clinbing, and
We'1l1 be going back soon for more fua, ™
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Notes on Stimmies Western Trip

My first epistle was mailed from the Yellowstone National Park where we
stayed three days., iie stopped at the museum in the Grand Teton National Park
and the ranger showed me “the -routes’ up Grand Teton on a.relief moédel,

In Idaho we saw a rodeo one evening which was small but good: In Utah we
went to Bryce Canyon National Park which is a badland formation in brilliantly
colored soft rock, The shapes of the eroded rocks were very fascinating and so
colorful that if took considerable color film, We then went to the north rim
of the Grand Canyon and from the- different viewpoints we got a better idea of
the various temples in the canyon than we did from the south rim in 1940 when -
we had a snowstorm, : £ * o ¥

We then went into Zion National Park which is a canyon several thousand
feet deep with nearly vertical walls cut by the Virgin River, Whild Florence
and Edith went on & nature walk led by a park ranger Julia and I started up
“to Inspiration Point which is about 2000 ft above the river. The air temperature
was near 100, there was no shade, and the trail was not easy to climb on foot,

80 we got only about half way up, but marveled at the engineering it took to et
horse trails up those steep canyon walls., 'Zion offers lots of possibilities
for the rock climber, R

At Inyokern California we had lots of visiting to do and one of those
I visited was Chuck Haworth on the afternocon before he left for the Seliirks,
He had his equipment together ready to pack up, e then went over Ticga Pags,
(10,000 ft), to the Yosemite National Park ang spent two nights, one of them
at the Mariposa Grove of Big Treecs, We then went to the Universibty 6fCdlif-
ornia at Berkeley, and then to Lick Observatory on Wt. Hamilton, and then to the
Sequoia National Park where we saw the General Grant and the General Sherman
trees before going back to Inyokern,

At Riverside we saw Janet habry Boyce and her family- and styed over night
with them, Janet, who was paralyzed before her second baby came about two years
2go, 1s now walking with two canes and except for her legs she is all right.

She has two beautiful children, a boy 3% and g .girl 2, % Her husband is an
entomologist and division chief of insect control at the Citrus Laborctories
at Riverside, When they go to camp in the desert it is to the Joshua Tree
National onument, so we went there and spent the night, We then descended to
the Salton Sea, 244 ft below Seal Level, swam in it, and drove thru the date
ocrchards &ll of which are just north of it. -

~ On our way thru Arizona to Flagstaff we stopped at Tuzigoot, @n old
Pueblo ruin on.a hill, which has been excavated and mede & National sionument.,
While at Flagstaff I climbed lt. Elden with Johnie Bennett (about 13 years),
going from 6900 to 9200' in 100 minutes. Just cast of Flagstaff we climbed
the Sunset Crater National Monument which is o cinder cone 1000 ft high with
a crater £ mile in diameter and 400 ft deep and it erupted in 1065 according
to tree rings, Furtheér cast we stopped again at the Petrified Forest National -
Nonument , then went on to Gallup New Mexico. From Gallup we went north by
Shiprocke. The main highway goes only within about 7 miles of the rock so we
turned west on & gravel road Just before we were nearest it, As we, approeched
the rock we saw that that road tumed south away from it so we took a dirt roac
horth-again which seemed to go straight for miles., This took us within about
3 miles of the rock and there was no road we could sce that would get us any
hearer, so after taking a good look we turned back out. It was near noon, and
the air was in the upper 90s and there was no shade, so I did not chooss to
leave the rest of the family there to cook while I wallied 6 rilcs over the
desert and back, to get to the rock. Later we learned that we were auy noar
the rock as any road would have taken us., That afterncon we went irto Colorado
to the kesa Verde National Park where we spent a wholc day,

Mesa Verde is the only National Park which exibits the work of man; all
the rest have some natural wonders but here there are the ruins of the Pueblo
Indians that lived there up to 1300 A.D. The elevation islabOut-700ft.l There
%8 a plateau where they raised their corn, squash etc, on top of i 200 fr th;ck
cap of sandstone but all their drinking water was at the base of this CaDe
kany of them lived on top and went down for their water but others liveq in the
cliffs where they were better protected from the weather and other encmies.

Two of these Cliff Settlerments intercsted me particularly, viz, the Balcony
louse and the Cliff Palace. The rcute tc these settloments in beth instances,



led up @ cliff where steps, one or two inches deep, nad been cut in the rock t0
help nake the climb, At the Balcony Heuse, after the ranger had finished
explaining the use of the steps I told him I had hoped he would demonstratc buby
as he didn't, I asked him if he minded if I tried it, and he said "go aheqad".
The climb was about 20 ft high and I used my fist jammed in o crack. The climb
was bt quite as difficult as Ronnie's Leap and when I came down my knees were
shaking a little., After seeing a similar climb at the CLiff Palace, which was
not as steep but the steps were shallower &nd sloping, I was imprcssed with the
idea that probably thev used ropes of Yucca which they were known to have, and
with them the climb would have been very reasonable.  When I got home I wrote

a letter to the rengers telling my idea about the rope, but have not heard from
them yet,

We then went to 2 little hotel at Twin Lakes Colorado (9200') and I told
the proprietress that I had come to find out whether I was too cld to climb
kb Elbert (14,431 '), Julia and I looked over the start of the trail that
afternoon and found 2 sign thet said "kain trail Mt. Elbert 10", We planned
to start the next morning, sleep at timberline, then climb to the top and
return the following day., Next morning it was cloudy but looked as if it might
clear so we started at 6:45, After a thousand fect of climbing we got nearer

he cloud and had  gentde showers, A little higher the trail did not seem to
agree with the map so we kept on up the slope expecting to come to the trail
eventually. While we were lost I found a pair of deer antlers on a skull so
carried them on up thrm the aspens till we finally cane to the trail az.in.
During this time I appreciated how skillful a dder has to be when bushwhacking
thru the forest. By 11:00 we were already up 5o bi¢ timber line at ebout
11,000 ft where therc was o sign that said "ut Elberp 2" and "Wateri", We
went o the water but it was too cold to takc a good drink so we cam: onck

to the sign and ate lunch, It wes raining harder then, :nd we were rether wel
so ws were chilly, but under a trec we did not get cuite so much rain on us.
By tiae time we had finished lunch I f&lt colder than I had since I was at the
top of Pikes Peak at 2:00 A, 33 years =go.

Since it was not yet noon I told Julia that we could rove on to k.cp
warm till 2:00 P.h, and still have plenty of time to rcturn to the hutel by
suppsr time if we had to, Since she had sc:n the sign "kt Elbert¥" she was a1l
for going on up, By 1:00 P.M. we were abov: 12000 £t cad it was clearing sc we
could sce severcl miles instead of = hundred feet, By 2:00P.w. it lockea 80
promising that we thought we misht be cble to sleep on top. Before 3:00 we
saw some thunder heads so decicd:zd to leave our sleeping bags and go on to tha
summit and at least get back to the bags before we had to turn in. As we
gained altitude we went even more slowly and stopped overy few feet to ruff ana
blow, By this time both of us had a little headache but not nearly as nuch ac
I hed had last year when we were going up mt. “Whitney in two days. Probabliye
w2 were better acclimated, having been - for secveral days at an altitude o
from 7000 to 9000 ft and I had climbed Mt. Slden a few days earlier, e
puffed up to the summit at 4:10 and since there were small thunder showers
near we- left at 4:15 and by 4:20 it was raining and almost snowing on us. I
stopned every few feet on the descent to collect specimines of each species of
-~ the flowers that were blooming and I had one pocket well filled down to 13,000
- ft and the other jammed full at 11,500 ft.

We had puffed so hard going up that werwerce parched but when we got
to water it was too cold to tuke more than a few sips, i/e had finished as much
as we could eat at 6:30 and then I suggested that even tho we werc very tired
we could still go down for an hour and a half before dark so Julia agrecd and we
started down, We picked up the antlers as we ceme to them but when we got down
to the place where we were lost going up Julia thought we could go down by
another trail so we tried it. After we had travelled on it about a mile it did
not seem to be going where we wanted it to go so we started bushwiacking slowly
and kept on till nearly 9:00 P.M. At that point I stepped in & brook, and a
swamp scemed to be between us and the highway which wes now only % mile away,
so we decided to sleep right there even tho the hotel was only a half mile
away. It certainly was much drier and warmer there then it would have been at
timberline. Next morning we had breakfast in our bags and then arrived at the
hotel about as the rest of thc people were getting up.



After a couple of days in Colorado Springs with relatives we started ?
home but changed our mind long wnough to go to Cheyenne Wyoming to the first
of the Frontier i.ys on Tues. July 23, which was a huge affeir, and then got
home by Sunday night July 28¢ weeececao--Stimmie

5

3 The newer memjers will not remember Janct. She wus a grace-
ful and enthusiastic climber and one of the first girls to climb
the Bull Run Overhang.

' Don and Eleanor Jacobs

Other Californiens that I claim vart interest in are,DeWitt
Allen, Larry Thackwell, Arthur Lembeck, and perhaps even Arthur's
wife for she was on Sencca and Champe rocks with Sam, Stimmic and
me. Truly I con claim no eredit for Larry's elimbing. Fe came to
Bull Run with the Baltimore climbers one dav and followed mc up
evervthing I showed him. (That was before the davs of Charlics
Crack.) ‘/e both had shaky knces as we onded up by climbing Cown ?
The Overhong. I had demonstrated cverrthing for him but the fact ‘
that he could do thom probably proves that he was better thon L

Paul Bradt

Jan WPit@SfrOm Noew York:

"Herb and I have set our tent up in the v ard and it sactrocys
Julte a bit of attention from visitors. It sure is & swell ten%.

Yihile he was here we went up to our old underpass and S-oied to
traverse 1t's whole length. VWe Ffigure that at Carderoelk s .o -

- WA

place around Washingten it would be an A climh {Haithar oF it
A one contin ‘ R

uons climb) It's a stinkerno cven if. 14 1+ -

rord "indernars with cars whizzing by ond Lroins rankiing ove

Bveryone in the world is erazy, but i think rock eclinbsrs bop Hhe
. '

list."




