5

; ney
B ek
Editors yoLs g News of the » . Founders
Jo and Paul Bfadt ot Jan and Herb Conn

6626 First. Sti, NW WASHINGTON ROCKCLIMBERS. ... Published Now & Then
Washington 12, D.C. : ralr ' Five.Cents Per Copy

Vols, 4, allgesd - TS ey Septemnber 5, 1947
OUR. HOME FIELD

The Potomac Gorge, all within a dozen miles of the District line
is our backyard climbing ground. The sketch above ig traced from the
Us S. Geological Survey map, "Washington and Vicinity.! It id-intended
%6 ghow sufficient detail to identify large scale sketches of the re-
sion to be presented laters -The rock is pre-Cambrian gneiss.and schist
worn smooth near the water lines Quartz intrusions exposed ag velins or
nubbles afford handholds and footholds: in many piacess . The cliff
heights mostly vary in height with the water level; 1indeed many vanisn

altogether once or: twice a year at. flood stimes.

“.UPS AND DOWNS ‘
Mainly by Chris Seoredos.

July 20; 1947. . Sunday's trip wag to the Virginia side of Great
Falls., Those accounted: for are: Bea Howell, Ted Shad, Helen' Bakel,"
Hazel Thacher, Nicholas DelLolly, John Meenehan, and Chris Bcoredos.

The main problem for the day was the Bird Nest.Climb, which wag success-
fully surmounted by Bea and Chris, Other climbs were also enjoyed.

Ju1y~27. John Meenehan, Jack Wils on, and tomparnions urknewn
gave the Birds Nest Climb ampther workout. Looks like thie climb 1s
in danger of gettirng worn out. s

August 3. At Carderock were assembled'this Sunday’Boa Hewell,,
Helen Baker, Dolores Alley, Betty Alley, Billy .Alley, .and Chris Score-
dos, The well-known climbs were warmed UDs - S e

August 10. This Sunday's climbers were Eleanor Tatze, Jan Coun,
Dolores Alley, Bill Welsh, John Meenehan, Martin Avignon Sr., John
Fishburn, Andy Kauffman, Jack Wilson, and Chr is Scoredos. It was
Homeeoming Teek for some of uss Our original plans of proceeding to

‘' Herzog Island were changed by high water, and ‘the climbing was enjoyed

at Carderock. Jan and John Fishburn’mde a new ascent. of a new face.
Many other, ;climbs were completed by evVeryone. An-attack-on the Jam
Box'was?uﬁgcessful. «{It can be done, even.1f we have to wait  for _4lan,

Eric,jand'Peter.)



— . Aug. 24, A Tayely hot; -sunny day brought out a goodly number of

o f SNtMIELEETA G Tlimber M AEeROR D r7 e
Donald Hubbard ™.~ " Aenold JNékger ™. : Andy KaGffman,
Dolores -Alley <. A _ Bléaner Tatge I« wew  Betty Kauffman '
Leonard Bolz'.. v 7, . John Chyrchill a4 Ted Sehgd | 77
- Chr*is Scoredos™, "' v [ .. -dudson Sxeff :: ~ i{HeXen Baker: |..ii. i
Robert  Haekman * " E1110t Emiadm™ & i “Jack Wilson” - . -
John Meenehan ~ ... Abby Hammack ~ . - " U:Ali€e’Wilson
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>, Arnold Wexler, Chris Scoredos, Doloreg and the two smaller Alleys. The

Ang,vhat happens to such positive persons; at that moment one-two~-thred

- At the end of aroped rappel in three stages from the base of the

~August 17. Sunday the group e¢limbed and swam at Great Falls,
Marylande. ‘Thoge present were John B. Churchill, Elliott L. Amidon,.

swimning a8 Superds’ " : o B
p : gt 2 e P % T gy " » v /“,:{,

While Don' le@ beginners in $he area ‘of.Juliet's ‘Balcony, the
greater part of the group c¢limbed;ih the vicinity of theiCorkserew
climb, in the Great Falls region' 6f ‘Virginia. . In the afternocon part of
the group worked downstream.-to Clark's”Place, The climbing was on the
torrid side, tut Eleanor and Helen f ound the swimming just right. Do- §
lores added a note-of..excitement.to the end of the day by getting her-
self lost;-at-Yeast, we.couldn't find her. U o4 &)

4 .. Labor Day Weekend, 1947 A 1)

7 By Armald Wexler and Donald Hubbard .
Sterling Hendricks Arnold Wexler Don Hubbard
Betty Kauffman Helen Baker ‘Bea. Howell
Andy Kauf fman " Clara Lee Bill Telsh
Dolores Alley ; ‘ : ‘Mary Neilan

Eleven peo~le converged on Seneca Rock over the weekend for some
interesting climbing. Sterling drove Betty, Andy, Dolores, ‘and Arnold
out on Saturday. Helen and Clara made the trip by bus, while Mary camé.
down from Somerset by car, On Sunday, Bill arrived with Bea and Don.
On Sunday two parties tackled the summit ridge of Beneca Rocke. Arnold
led Andy, Dolores and Mary while Betty spearheaded her team, which in-
cluded Sterling, Helen, and Clara. The two parties followed the same
route: up’the southeast arréte from the gap for about 175 feet, then
into the chimney on the South face to the balcony just below the crest
line. From there they took to the ridge and went over the 0ld Man,
the Cockscomb (via the pine tree) and onto the summit of the South
Peak with time out to allow Arnold and Andy to take Mary, who took
111, off the Rock via the 0Old Ladies' Route. From the Summit they
rappelled into the Gunsight and returned to camp along the trail on
the "est face. The climb started about 9 A.M., but it wasn't until
11:30 P.M. that everyone was back in camps Coming off t'he South Peak
was not completed until 10 P.M., and most of the perty accomplished
the rope-off in total darkness, Clara deserves a pat on the back for
being & good svort. This was her first and only rock climb irg experi-
ence and she behaved like a veteran. : - :

On Monday, Helen joined Don's party, while Arnold and Andy re-
covered 19 pitons from the rock and the girls hiked over to Champe
Rock. ; ; - :
As Bill Welsh eased his auto to a’stop before the Post Office
at Mouth-of-Seneca, an enthusiastic volce from a nearby car was explall

and four animeted dots appeared at the summit and moved along the sky~
line, 7ith a yodel in their dlrectlion we hastily departed for the £
Needles of Nelson which Bea and Bill climbed as an appetizer for supp®”

higher peak, we arrived among the trombles and briers in the dark and’
hurri ed tock to the Yokum's for tea and a T-bone steak. - : '
On Monday Helen Baker lead our group to the top of the South

Peak v in the Old Women's Route and then to remind us that .it was Labof
Day, took us down to the Grynon's Beaks Helen describes this climb a?
one with = 364-degree exposure and one degree devoted to rock to give
the climber & sense of secur itys Bill was given the honor of making
the rappel from the Beak to the Gun Sight Notch. On . this he gave a
neat performance of running along the East face to swing himself into
the base of the gendarme. Tlree cizarettes, two qiarts of water, one£%
lunch and four Pepsi folas later he wos agnin reedy for action. - e/
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NEWS

Vacntions are about over. and we are hoping to be able to publish
something on Betty and Andy Kauffmans' trip into the Battle Ronge

_and Sterling's, Arnold's, Donald's and Pete's trip into the Spilla-

nachecn. Both groups of mountaing are in British Columbia. Oz Heard,
one of our subscribers ard a member of the Mountain Club of Maryland
wes out in the Colorado Mountain No-Name Needles srea this summers

How about some rews, 0z? Eleanor Tatge visited Sally Chemberlin in
Switzerland and has much to tell of her bicyclin$ and her French
Course at the University of Lausamnne. Maybe she 11 teXl us a YTittle
about the Valeis Alps in another UP ROPE. ,(P.S. Jo Bradt is now the
proud possessor of a Swiss lce axe: Thereby hangs another tale. Ask

" Eleanor.) The tusy editors wish to offer special thanks to Chris Score-

dos for his faithful reporting of UPS AND DOWNS news this summer with

unfailing regularity.

'LETTERS
From Laurence Curl: |

"I went up to Chio by rathef straight route and incidentally

vigited the Natural Tunnel, md was rather astounded as some of the

cliffs there were very high (400 ft.?) and actually overhung a bid,
and since they are limestone or mostly so, anparently rather on the un-
climbable side. They ought to make o pretty god svot for a nice long
free rapnel tho! | :
"I spent one night at Tinona, Minn., on the Mississippi River and
was very much impressed by the numeraus high ¢liffs thereabouts. I
wonder if anybody ever climbed on them with ropes? ~In Montona I saw
my first snow sinece early 1942, in particular in the Bear Tooth Mtss
north of Yellowstone Pork, also the Absarokas and numerous.other high
rangess In Oregon I drove.up to. the Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood and
hiked up as far as I could in 1-1/2 hours, and ceame down o snowfield

in about 20 minutes. I never knew one gould make such tremendous time

. downhill in a snowfield, so this was. qulite an experience even 111

didn't get to the top by #,000 ft. or s0.. Later visited Crater Lake

on & cloudy day, SO couldn't see the famous color. I did scramble down
to the lnke in one place (no trail) and climbed beck up &s much as I
could on the rocks. Much of it is a wery steep talus slove and not

much fun to go upe Later on I drove close to Mt. Shasta which is {ery
impressive, end a few miles below saw the Castle Grags, which really
mrde my fingers 1tech to get up on. They are a‘lgrge'gnoupvof agsorted
domes and pinnncles, apprrent ly of granite or other hnrd rock but I.
couldn't be sures I'll bet the Sierra ‘Club hns been there:

The lab. where I work is on the enst “side of San Franecisco
Bay, Jjuet 2 short distance below Berkeley. I got aroom up in Berkeley
nesr the University and within wnlking distance of Strawberry Canyon,
~ pather wild arefs  The Berkeley Hills are _just above me and they are
5o steen nnd high (close to 2,000 fest) that they ore still pretty wild.
This is the first time I ever lived in a place where I can trke o hike
in the mts, starting on foot from my place of residence.

"one of the men in my section (Oliver® Eme¢rson) is o member of the
Sierra Club who has done & lot of mountain-climbing, some in the Alps,
We & <) to do some elimbirng together soon.

b ‘re"glhﬁgiﬁgre in o spell of‘tg%my‘%eather, but still cool enough to
sleen under: planksts at -night. Heavens , vhat a relief from Floridas
The }orst thing 2 bout the plece is the trgmendoug number.of'people
here, nand the heavy traffic. But you can't have eve rything and I am
very thonkful to have minaged a transfer here; :

. Dr.. Laturence Curl
EnzymerResearch Laboratory
Western Regionnl Researoh Lab.
Albany 6, California.

And from Dick Leonard:

", ,.I am cnxious to get in touch with (Laurence Curl). We have

certninly enjoyed immensely every single member of P.A.T.Cs whom We
have known. I have Just had o f ine lstter from Art Lenbaek, who 18 now



npr~cticing on the coral cliffs of Gu-ms Jan and Herb Conn have been 1
climbing a lot with us and Jan bears the revutation of being the finest
woman climber we hove known. I certninly hope that you and some others
will be able to drive out some summer and do somv climblng with us in
Yosemite. We will do everything we can to help."

THE WANDERING CONNS

_ Jon and Herb Conn were in town for o few dnys e°r1y in August be-
fore heading for Katazhdlin, Maine. They won't be right back, they ex-
nlained, because they want to learn something mbout slkling during the
coming wintcr. ~

The few climbers th-t could get around onjoycd thelr snapshots
and toles about ¢ limbs on Yoscmity s Lower Crthedrnl Spire, Royal
Arches, H*lf Dome, Pulpit Roc“; qshington Column, Cathedral Rocks,
and Arrowhsad, on Bilg Bend's Mule Enrs and Lighthouse, on Boulder's
Matron, and on rocks nocr San Franciseo, ineluding Dcvil g Slide. They
werc refusocd permission to climb Dcvil's Tower bees usc of lwck of docu-
ments proving their skill,

A dvligntful in-betweun stop was mde elimbing with the Towa
Mountnincers (sho' 'nuf rock climbers) with hendquarters at Ames, Iowas
It is hoped th~t the inaccuracies And omissions in this report will be é
ndequnte to bring forth an authoritative article from the Conns, w

SAFETY PIN NEWS
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‘The rock-climbing rnnks nove becn incrensed. by two' new sroSpocts

Petcr Irey Prndt, born July 26, 1947 to Jo ond’ Pﬁul i dt, weisht 81bse
2 OZ sy and ;

M~rgorct El{inc Scott, born August 25, 1947 "to Guincvcre and Leo
Scott, weight 3.64 kilogr-ms. ; ,

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Lowrll Lnd Ellen Bennett now live At 1207 Noyes Drive, Silvcr Spring, ude
Fitzhugh and Goraldine Clwrk are now on Cnostnut Street in G‘ithcrs—
v i burag, Mnrjlnnd.
Donnld Hubbard -is helping (so fnor) rogularly with UP ROPE and lives
- with the Edltors at 6626 First Street, N, &
Steve Yurenx~ 8 naddress 1s . =
Room 324C, qroduﬂte House : o !
Massachusstts Institute of chhnology
: , Coambridge 39, Mwss.'
4rt ~»nd Vin Lembeck are on Guam where Art is 1nstructing tac mtives
. in-Chemistry. -Their addrsss is.
} Che Phorm.  As C+ Lombeck, U.SéN.
School of Med, Prmctitioners‘
" UeSs. Navnl Mcd. Cuntcr

Guam, MeI., ¥avy 926 b €04 s
‘FuPy 0., San . Froncisco, Californin 8ol
" "Fom sALE"“" |

Evtty and Andy K wffmen ve for 5"1u 1 pair of 7EE L. L. Bean
shoé nocks (price $3.00) and 1 pair’ of #18 skd boots 7C or 7D.  Both
of these items nre practically new, ., Wl : ,




