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THE BATTLE RANGH, SELKIRKS, BRITISH COLUMBIA,
4 Betty Kaylfman

Last year, Norman Brewster, Andy, and I had failed in an attempt
te reack this remete greup ef peaks at the southern extremity of the
Selkirk8, TFrom the furthest point ef eur exploratien we had faced a
splendi@ view ef the range, extending eastward from Fish Creck te the
Beaver River, Onl¥ two of its peaks (one on either end) had kecn
climbed, everal ¥aliant efferts to reach the main tody eof the range
had been thwarted, : " e b

S0 we stecd and plotted various routes acrouss virgin peaks to the
highest, Mt, Butters festimated L0760 Feet’,) % '

This year theose plans became realit oy, . .

Norman, Andy, and I once more hoisted packleards en our sheuwl.ders
and left the small town, Beaton, B, O,, for a wilderness of decp forests,
granite peaks, and glaoiers, &

The approach was more direct. this time, by way eof Fish Creek frcnlgﬁ
Beaton te the end of the Battle Range, Iight miles by truek brought us *
to the last habitation, beyond that we followed a more or less passakle
trail for twelve miles upstream, Ten miles along the way, a sturd
cabin belonging to the trapner, G, Ray Metzler, previded a haver £y
and base of operations,.  Beyond the cabin two rearing terrents o
cressed our path, one of which was to prove precarious on the
return journey, : : T
: fow from an altitude of 1800 ft, 'we must leave Fish Crmck
valley, to ascend the end of the range, : We chose a steep, heavily
timbered ridge to take us up to 7000.£%. where we established camp
I, This choice, a long-standing idea of Nérman's, proved very wise,
Although it was an uncomfortable climb,-dpe to~lack‘ofvwatgr, there
was no serious underbrush,: of the impenettable Selkirk variety,

Our camp spot lay near timberline, ina sheltered hollsw, i
begide a clear glacial stream, « R

Our next difficulties evolved from the structurs ef the land.

Battle Rangze peaks secm to have excellent fortifications in tHe
shape of steep granite ridges, descending from their summits te
cliffs in the timber far below, Their side-walls are extremely
repellent to back-packers who wish to traverse a peak at a reason=
able altitude in order to establish a camp beyond, We counted four
such ebstacles along the route which finally culminated in MMt,
Butters, In two cases we found it necessary to follow steep snow



slopes to a summit and down the cther side in order to avoid these
buttregses, '

The first peak has an estimated altitude of 9500 ft.e On two
days we packed loads over this then down s steep glacier to a high
pass where we established camp, II, The peak belongs to a system
known as Battle Mountain, We propose to name it Reewulf and its
satellite Mt, Grendel in memory 9f the mythical bvattle, We Jjoking-
Ly called its descending glacier, the Billy Whiskers, in honor of
two mountain goats who romped en its steep glopes,

Camp II stood on the only spot of grecn available along our
route, There at about BOOOﬁft.;waS'ﬁ tiny heather meadow with a few
scrub trecs, Ve praised our gooad fortune but quivered at the poss-
ibilities of exp@surs in case of storm, The first night in camp
brought cur apprehension to a climax, A fierce thunderstorm with
lashing rains gave a severe test to our large tarpaulin-tent, This
spacious light-weight construction had been made by Andy from strips
of nylon, sewn on the Bradt's machine, Tt stood}

Beyond us now we had no hope of findinyg more campsites, Camp II
must serve as the taking off point for Mt, Butters, Two days later
we rose early in preparation for the dash, Knowing that the climb
would oceupy at least the entir.: lonz day, we tiok food and equip-
mer.t “In case of forced bivouac, The early morning ‘sky gave us hope,

First, we were forced to climb a 9500 ft. Jeak (proposed naume,
Mt. Drewry,,for an early Battle Range explorer), We descended °
anothier steep glacier from its sumnlt, Two more peaks we bypassed atb
about 6000 ft, Ve propoge to name them Faffner, and Escalace, - The
latter is a precipitous granit: wedge which nrovide a challenge for
the most excellent of rock-climbers, We merely smiled and mentioned
names of ashington climbers whom we thought more qualified than we,
All this traversing brought us to the actual slopes of 11t, Buttiress,
For 2500 ft, wupward we nlodded on soft steep .snow, A short scramble
on,.rock, and-finally .our much desired goal,- the summit,

From Butters, a puzzle of peaks stretched around us to the
distant horizon, Worthward, the Selkirk range absorbed omr first
Attentions, The paeks we had climbed or viewed in other years were
particularly interesting from this new angle, To the south; our
abortive route of last year lay between two nagnificemd mountairs.
which we hav: called Scylla and Charibidis, b:cause we could not
get by them, Still further south lies a range of fantastic
pinnacles (the Badshots) which is also largely unexplored, Weste
-ward, we pecred tgward the dark valley where we knew that Sterling
‘Arnold, Don, and Pete must be toiling; somewhere in that Selkirk
forest, We knew then that their difficulties in aporoaching the
Battle Range frow that side would be great, if not prohibitive,

o To tlhe east, we looked back across granite ribs to the place
where we must next lay our h:ads, camp II, A spesdy, not too
eventful, retreat brought us home befor: nightfall, ‘

The path tg Beaton was no% entirely smooth, We had once more
to climb the Billy Whiskers glacier and Mt,.Reowulf, Then, ‘after
a night at.camp I we fought thirst and heavy packs as we descended
the wooded ridge, s :

The reader, I know, is ready for the closing words, We too
were weary, as we set our packs down beside Kelky Creek, and drank
from ite swollen waters, Andy started, without pack; to test the
uncertain crossing on legs, Norman busied himself .with readjusting
my pack, ’ ,

"Get the gun!" Andy's urgent cry jolted us, A black bear
calmly approached Andy from the opposite kank, The crossing would
not be wide enough for twe, An effort te shoo the bear proved only

temporary. MNorman tugied on the ropes holding the gun to a packboard:

Andy alanced himself over the powerful siream, Now the bear stood

a few fet from him, I fearfully watched Norman point the barrel in

their direction, A shot sent the bear into the water and back to

the woods, He did not reapirear, - - ' :

That night Tetzler's cabin satisfied eyery des1re, A lg;surely
trip brought us to Beaton two days later, Our total time, fifteen
days, extremely eventful and satisfying, :




v PSS AED DOTES

Sept.e 7 _

Chris 8coredos Dolores flley
Eleenor Tetge : Billy "
Ted 8ched: : ' Petty_ oot

The meeting plece felled tc funetion. Chris end Tleenor
climbed et Cerderock. The others, feiling to find them, went on
to Greet Fells, Mde The climting Just up rivapr from the fish
ledder they repvort to be diseppolinting. ‘ b ¥

Sept. 16 -
John Reed John Meenehen : Chrhs Scoredos
Ted Sched - Arnold Wexlerp Joen Price

On the Virginie side of the Potomee Gorge, John Read end
Arnold climbed the Riré's Nest (4«8 or Ebllz. £11 of the erew
climbed the inside cornér, Fletiron sectionl 4lso Roth Johna
went up Leurence's Lest. Joen Pislce, ¢ beginier, srcused generel
edmiretions Did -ahe rerlly climb ¢ gurlifylng climb?

Septe. 21.

Lolcres 4lly John Reed Don Hubte rd

Betty " Rob Heckmen Arnold mexler

Rilly ” Andy Kruffmen Ted Schel
~Chris Ocoredos Betty " Jeen Price

Chris reports?=- At Hcho Cliffs there wrs some beleying

peectice #fter which Chrls ené John rlternetely tried lesding
the slick wrterilne tension trrverse. The weter kept getting
diluted with climbers so they quit for lunche After some
relexrtlon on Covhoof rock (Durirg which John c¢limbed Socpretes
Downfr 11 -B-8) Chris lerd John rnd Rob dryly - eeross arid
wetarline treverse; then, for s chenge, thev Jump=sd into ths
river volunterilyv.

==hnd frcm Lon,--While the reat of the group ware buay
precticing frllas end dynemic bellrys, Billy rnc Retty Alley
were gethering mushrocms. They ccllected ¢ surprising numbep of
verletles rnd r most elr rming number of deesly Phrllcddes. Rut
the find of tha dey wes r colong of Strotilemycese In the rftep=
noon Bob got cff to ¢ good strpet Yv doing the Cow Hoef treverss,
while Jern in her effort to follew remcdled the climb so com=
pletely thet perheps it ncow strndés in the Iimpessible clras,
This wrs followed by sn rsseult on Denelds! Ducks. undsr the
wobbhly leedershlp of Hubberd who used encugh pltcns to elimb
the Lost Arrow, Arncld, Ted rnd Dolcres ccmpleted the trrverse
while being contlnurlly hererssed by shouts, echoes end cthes
extornenus nodses frem the teem climbing jJust up riverse Shortly
therarfter most of thet teem cerme swinming down prst the cliffs,
rnd the noises suhisided.

“ “ %

Herb rnd Jrn Cenn fre now working rft RKusesell's, = hotel
rt lercarpge, NJ.H. They report:

"We sre only rbout r mile from Crthedrrl s+nd Thite Herso
ledges, but 3 ve hrve no Grys 0ff urtil the end of next menth
1t doesn't perliy mstter.

"fle hrd fun clinbing ft Krtrhoin, ené we rlse get ¢ chrnce
to try verious porctice clinbs rioundé Koston vith the £.M.C.
Thev've got some good enes. We srw Jimny Mexwell end Nergeris
Hurd. Our rttempts to fol.ow Aterline +nd Chuck's ¢limt upen
the Armedille r¢t Krtrhdin hea convinced us thrt the Teahlington
group is teps. Things 1like thrt Just rren't led in mest pleces."

A lerflet fprom Crmp rnd Tie il Outfitters,112 chembers st.
N.Yil7) N.Y. (Phone Eercley 7=5895) lists ice rxes $16.50,
Bekenstein 10 point crrmpons $16.50,Cf rrtiners§l.40 te §$2.70,
pitons $.75 to$l.10, Reverirn rn¢ Tricouni neils rné hobs $.01 to
$.06, Nvlon roves$24.50, rlso Primus stoves, cerbide lrmps, tents,efc.
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Found in Chris Acoredos' e¢rr, r gold brrcelet with herpt,

enchor rnd cress pendrnts. Owner mey hrve srme by celling Ne £076 .



SCUHUEDULE
Oct. 12 Rull RunMt. -

Oct.+ 17 Me=ting: Kndy. Yruifmrn r@povts on the Brttle ange tripe

Oct .26 -Loudon Cliffs, Hrrpers P@rxy

Mov.. 16 01ld Rrg Mt

JovVv. 27-30 Senece, Chrmpe rno Nelqon Rockq
Deg. 14 Herzog Islenc
Dece. 20-28 Ochoolhouse rna Hell Hole crves.

o+ + C : ,

701Qn0“ Illuqtrrtbd for %@pt._giqu £n outqic covar rnd

12 profusplv Llivnsterted prgee to! Mevnrrd Miller's'eccount of
laat varr % St Ell~s pxppoition Mwta Limﬁd Tith AvalrnchQQ"

P

In tha "Dpt. Nrtianrl Gpogfrphio Nrg., 3 snapshot of -Leo
Ycott sroused. mor~ frvorsble comment rmong our frionds then the
Kodrehromas of the 2#clipss he wrs in Fresil to photegrrphe

' ? ? ? :




