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ROCK .CLIMBING IN BELGIUM e e

) bv H. 7. Stimson
I sot an ides about ronirg down in Amsterdam which is a

low sdountry with cenals at sea level and some can2l§ below sea
level in ‘tre polders on the,.outskirts of the citv., TIf a store.
window, sdvertisine vacations in Switzerland, was a picture of

p cuide roning off a cliff with a hitch I had never seen before,
He hed a cerabirer slurg close with rone around both legs. The.
double ravpel rope from az2bove-came to the carabiner, and made.
shout fonr turns srourd tre metel of the link, then, besring
onlv slisttly aseinst his left thieh, went to his left hénd for.
snubbing.,. His right hand held.the ronre above him to kéep erect,
If this hitch €~n work it should gave & lot of erosion of vants.
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end dissinste the heat where it.will not burn, o
B 2 = Y ’ ";"};‘ LB w4
Ir Up Rope I'wes credited with heving a date to climb with
Georses larchal in Belgium, This was a bif premature, I hed
secretly hoped to, but wes not. assured of it till T was about
to o .to mv ‘hotel after srendine @ Fridevy evening with him,
his wife and her visiting ‘Swiss friend. 2, '

Georges lMarchhl is @ Belgisn Engineer wrose work with the

" electrical standcrds of his countrv brought him to America in

g

1939, where he met’ Dr. Silsbee, who in" turn; maede him acquainted
with Alvin Peterson and later with.Faul Bradt, Leo Scott and me,
We took him to Bull Run Mountain where he climbed the Overbhang
with the need of fewer handholds then are actually there. It
was he who tzueht us to crochet the climbing ropes as thev do
in Belgium when thev are carrving them between climbs and do ..
not wish *to tske the time to coil and uncoil them, "

Marchal lives in Ixelles which is one of the suburbs of
Brussels srd near tre Uriversitv of Brussels, He lives'in the
seme aprrtment previously occunied bv Dr, Marton who is now a
section erief in the Atomic Phvsiecs Division at the National
Bureau of Standerds., In this apartment he had bhed 2 radio
sendines station during the war to help the underground, and
for thris sin tle Germens arrested him and put him in prison
in Brussels for ahout & veer and than later took him to the
esstern nert of Germenv where he wrs finallv put to slave
1~bor in concentration camns, 'her he wts relessed he
weiehed les= tren LO kilos, mot T. B. , went to Switzerlend
to be cured buvt now weirhs over #0 kilos, '
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The four of us left his anartment on Saturdav afeternoon
2bout 1:15 and drove in his car through Waterloo where there are
1:onuments corresponding to the monuments at Gettvsburg,
commemorating the battle where lapoleon was defeated over a
centurv ago, Marchal had to stop at Charleroi to attend a
funeral and at 5:30, after he was free, he drove east through
Dinant on the Meuse River, In Dinant he stoppeéd where the road
carme near the river at ¢ rock needle nearlv 75 feet high, A
rumber of climbers were going up tte needle and were ranpeling
down on the upriver side wtichk was nearlv vertical, A bronze
teblet at the base.of the needle stated that Albert thre king of
the Belgisns had climbed it on & certain dete, Fom here the
rord led un for & fer miles to 2 olrce where we stonred, left
the cer, and welked for 2 third of a mile to a flat open field
with gress and 2 few trees, This field is owned or controlled
bv the Belgien Alpine Club and on it were 2 dozen or more tents
where tte club climbers and their families were spending the
weekend,

The surrounding country was beautiful and resembled some
parts of northeastern Pennsylvania that I have seen, The field
of tents was on the outside of a bend in the lMeuse River, at:
tte tor of & steen limestone cliff rising vertically 100 meters,
to the edse of the field. The river was about 100 meters wide
and trere was s highway and railroad from-France on the opposite
side. Across was an old castle, now used as a school, with
gardens beside it, including high boxwood mazes, said to be
quite intricate, i

The night was warm and pleasant with no insects to bother
us, For sleeping some had air matresses which seemed to be
between the standards Amerlcan design and the Aprel design with
tre five long sausages, The European mattress blows up in two
sections:; one is the metreéss 1tse1f m~de of four long tubes with
the outer nair lerreer to leen one from rolling off and the other
section s lorre nillow ettached to the head of the mettess., If
I had bean goine back to Paris I certainly would have tried to
get one there. : .

_ Sundav morning after brenkfﬂst the men were off with their
ropes to climb the cliffs. Merchal and his friend Jacques de
Szegher tock me down the slope to the foot of the cliff to make
one of the regular routes up. Each of them carried about four
carabiners or Mousqueton which is the French word thev use for
them, The routes are well supplied with pitons at appropriate
places and have been used so frequently that new pitons are
seldom necessary. They had a 50 meter rove of Italian hemp
and put me in the middle of it, The end men used a simple half
hitch on the dobled back rope similar to the simple middlemen's
knot that Gambs tzueht us, They.did not use or bother to use
a bowline, Several times thé leader used the entire length of
rone zhead of me on a lead., The climb was interesting and ne'rly
vertical. On one exnosed place it had my knees shaking, I . s
well protected with a better climber than I (Marchal) behind and
a still better climber (Jacques) leading. Even Jacques was not
the best at the camp I was-told. After the climb we went to the
tents for weter, mv cemerap and a chance to realize mv craving
to nerform a tonsorisl oreration in Europve, I had thought I



hed hed enough climbing but thev took me down again aid said
t'ev would go up an essv one, On the way up, the leader some -
times chose newer variations that were less easy, but nothing
too difficudt. The leader commented that it was evident that

I h~d been on rocks before,
. I wes esreciallv glad to have made tle acquaintence of this
.man beceuse.ttere is a good chance he will be in Washington for
two or three years with his family and, if he is, he will make
o v-luable sddition to our group here, Almost all of them svoke
English better than I spoke French so practically all my con-
versation wes in English, French was tle common languzge .there
altho I'rs.' Mercral and her friend usually spoke in their native
Swiss diclect wlich seemed to me to be more different from German

than the Dutch languc ge seemed.

- Thrt deose was the wermest I sav in Turone end after dinner
Marchal-fidn't feel well, vossiblv because he r»d h~d some cold
drirk riert.after meking t'e secord ¢climb wher he was hot and
swerty.” He'ecslked me to cerry on but I #ssured hin that I bad
had two worderful climbs and chose to evoid everdoirg that day
bececuse I hrd to lerve earlv the next mornirg for Enegland,

During the afternoon one ¢f the climbers who had:slent
with me in the sezme. tent, asked me if we had the six gredes of
climbing in America that trev have there and when I said, '"Grade
six wes whrere pitons were used as direct aid', he -said,"Yes?, ’
I asked him if from tlat he considered the climbs I had been up
.in.tk& morning as grade five a-d he said, “0Oh no, about grade
three;, but the nitons had been pleced there for-safetv for tre
student climbers thev have, sometimes as menv as sixtv on &
Surdav,®™ I think thet grading was about right for tle actual
difficulty corresronds, nerhavs, to tre graduating climb at
Curids. Bower excepp that the cliff was ten times as high, Tre
limestope was not rough like granite and there always seemed
to be bondholds somewhere if one looked around for them a bit,
On one.nlece of one climb-there was & rope from a piton.above
to hold to while swinging around an exposed traverse, but'that
wes the necrest to udirng a niton directlv., That nlace probably
could have been made.bv seme without t'e rone but it would not~

hrve heen as simple,
The return wes t'reugh Nemur, along the leuse river, where
boxes of hruge strewberries were offerred for sele, then across

Belrium in t'e evenins with the beeutiful colors of the settirg
sun. This mede ¢ fitting climex to tre most enjovaeble dav I had

in Europe.
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FROM OUR CORAESTOFDZLCE

Eleanor Tatge writes that she is having & wonderful time
in Sao Peulo, Brazil with speciesl appreciation for the coffes
and food. Sre doesn't have tlre slirhtest idea what she is ecting
but it tastes awfullv good. (Thev must have a second Don Hubbeard

~s cook).

Geraldine Clork makes it official that Fitzhugh, Jr. is now



on tie scene as nert of the 19€5 Rockelimbing taan,

Bert erd Elizsbeth Vos hrve moved to lMcLean, Va, and extend
¢ grecious invitetion for 211 climbers to drop in ard see tlem
when climbing or the Va. Greot Falls Rocks. They are loceted
on E1 Nido Avenue off 0ld Dominion Drive, near Brookhaven, orie
mile S, E. of McLean. It's the white house on the hill withk the
row of sugar meples in front, just esst of tl'e Brookhaven
Develorment.

Gus Gambs wrote to John Meenehan on fugust 5, 1948 as
follows: : o

Cultivating tomatoes »nd greens, fighting weeds, bugs and beetles
kept me close to the ground and prevented me from stonning out

to wetch rore and bardw:re exploits which in the last decade

heve become more and more fascinating, Thev have surnassed
anvthirg ever done before in the Cumberland Lake District,

England and ir the Dolomites near Cortina di fmpazzo, the tra-
ditional rendez-ycus of rock climbers from all over the world,

‘hout three weel"s g0 w™ile on 2 visit to mv son's home near
Uties, N. Y, it occurred to me that for the lest 35 vears I
hed beer wenting to rosm through the western Adirondacks with.
11 its lekes and »erks, But now I had onlv one dev to snore
erd I was teld thaet the jewel of that area wrs Blue Mountain
Leke, 2000 ft. elevrtion, overtowered bw Blue Mountain, 3759 ft.,
s~me eduinned with 2 fire tower commanding an all around view,
The Utica-01d Forge Trensrortation Company rune a daily 2nd Sun-
de~y bus in 2 hours 40 minutes to the 95 mile distant terminus
Blue lountein Lake, following a long string of waterways dotted
with countless cottages.Only one bus leaving Utica at 9:15 A M.
returns the same dav allowing but four hours at the lake, I
figured on a difference of 17592 ft. between lake and summit
two -hours up, and, one and a half for the descent with'thirﬁy
minutes for lumch, but public road work shortened my time bv
30 minutes, The beginning of the fire trail starts from the
highwav one mile above the bus terminus; the track is rugged,
vell defined and demends some scrambling in a few places,
Since I was alone double caution became advisable on such a
trail, the stinging middav July sun also consrired against
me and by the time I reached = large clearing among fir trees
and hemlocks at -eltitude 3000 ft. I called it a halt, 2 refresh-
ine mountein breeze end suprerb views to the west and south
rreeted me, After a while I remembered that I had a lunch the
consumrtion of which mede me soon forget that I still had 759 ft,
2bove me nlus » 100 ft, steel tower, Reluctentlv I broke awsv
from t'is snot to retrace my stens to the lake, I never sow
se meny people rushing up and down a peak on their own nower and
I recrlled thet this mountain has for a lone time enjoved the
reputation #s tle most nonuler one in the Adirondacks,"

. >:: e %
trnecld exler states that our program for the new vear

will be concerned with safety, £ belaving platform will be
constructed at Carderock and the monthly meetings will be



rlanned to include some outstanding safetv experts. The
tentative date of the first meeting is October 19, when Sterling
Tendricks will tell e2bout the Selkirk trip, )
* * s
UTS AHD DOWNS
August 15, 1948
Arnold 'exler Donald Hubbard

Bettv Kauffman ‘ Earl Mossburg
Andy Keuflfman June llossburg
John Meenehan Dolores ‘lley
Bettv Alley Harold Drewes

The climbing was on the llaryland Rocks facing Cupids!
Bower, Don's team tried to drive a2 pitoh through a hornets
nest with the hornets being interested spectators while we laszy
ones cleered them on, /fter lunch the climbing ®Tontinued on a
little Twelve Foot Devil thatishook us off quite easilv, Only
two of us lucked out on a delicate step to make the top, - ‘In
the afternoon Don led r party to Cupid's Bower while Arnold
led another team to Carderock to inspect sites for the belaying
olatform, - JMM .

August 22, 19,8 e o

John Meenehen : : . Karlfﬂenize

frnold 'exler _ ' i Done21d Hubberd
Ruth Schlecht . June Mossburg
Bill Schlecht ST ‘Earl Mosshurg
Harold Drewes : L Bill Brown

The climbing was on Cupid's Bower where; we enjoyed the
hospitality of Stimmy and family. Don took Ruth, Bill and
Karl on & warm up ¢limb on the Maryland shore while the rest
climbed the Batchelor's Climb with ease; -théAMaster's with some
loss of breath and skin, and the Doctor's with varying degrees
of success, I know of at least one member :left danglings«in
the air after peeling off the tough section., After sitting
out 2 storm the dav.ended on the Brown overhang which wes
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climbed with variations, iy JRM

August 29, 1948

Ken Karcher h ' Earl Mossburg
Pim Xarcler ' : June lossburg
Harold Drewes " - : ‘ Doloris Alley

Don Hubbard - i, Betty Alley
‘rnold “exler ;

The climbirg area wes on Little Stonv Mon, Tre cool,
breezv dev wrs. enjoved to thke utmost by two teams workine on the
face cliffs, -Most of tre eflorts were exrended on tre Chimney
Lead 2nd or the Verticel Face, Some of the rest of us were over

“near Schoolhouse Cave on tle trail of long-eared bats,

JRM.
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