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S DLACK BILLS 172IDLES
erb & Jan Comn

Yver since we were in the Tetons in 1944 ‘e have remembered Paul's re- -
mark as he labored up a seemingly endless scree slope: "Let's let tiae peaks
go hang and oo rock climlying," 4t last wre have found a place where we can,
do this with a clear conscience, The Zlack Llills of wouth Dakota are rolllnﬂ '
hills bristling with rock pinnacles. = -e estimate there are-at least a thou-:
sand within one-half mile of & paved road. Deyond that we didn't investn.gate 5
feeling happy to climb a mere 15 of them, o

The majority of the needles range between 50 and 200 feet in helg;ht
while a few are as much as 500 fect high, The climbing alternates bet.ween
narrovr wrizzle chimreys and airy hizh-angle faces. The rock is a firm coarse
granite; and if there is an amateur mineralogist in the party, climbing may-
be delayed while this individual stops to pound on a tourmaline crystal or
other interesting specimen with his piton harmer. (In fact, if his eyesight
is good, he may spot his specimens at a distance with the rcsult that new
and terrlfyincr routes are ploneeré'd )

Our longest climb was the 500 foot Cathedral Spire Number 4. , It took us
two days to scout out the route, and a third to decide the route we had
scouted wouldn't goe. So e compromised by cl:n.mmng another summit of Mo, 4
wihich loocked easier, 1wuch to our surpr:l.se, \rhEm e reached the top we found
the easier summit was actually the higher of. the tiro, But the first and un-
climbed summit still intrigues us as -an attractive bit of unfinished business,

There is too much "business" for it ever to be finished in the Dlack
Hills, There are some pinnacles vhich we think are impossible, altho future
generations may not agree. There are dthers which, by the sheer weizht of
their numbers, will undoubtedly avo:md the attacl o¢ climbers for many, many
years.

RoLeli, Underhill (Appalachia, Dec. 1934) says the lleedles area should
someday become a mecca for rock climbers rivalling the Dolomites, ~ In the
Dec. 1036 ﬂ.pnalacnla is en article by Lawrence Coveney describing cllmblng
which he, Fritz 'iessner, and others did there, Sut apparently there has been
very little activity vet to bear out Underhill's prediction. There are no
rock clinmbing groups nearby, and climbers coming from greater distences are
lured on by the Tetons and Wind Rivers only a few hundred miles away, or
Devils Tower which is- just next door, -



DEVIL'S TOWER

Thru the years Devil's Tower has acquired a reputation among rock climb-
ers, Fritz iessner, one of the best Imovm climbers in the country, was at
first refused permissinn to attempt the climb, He is still the only person
to have climbed the crack on Devil's Tower bearing his name without actual
assistance from the rope. Jack Durrance, however, vho led the second ascent,
found an easier route up the' columns s and each of the parties to follow have
made the climb with less difficulty--as is the vay with all good climbs from
Arthur's Traverse to the latterhorn,

The Park Service, however, irznores this decline in difficulty. Before
granting permission for the climb they require: (a) a written recommendation
from at least one recoznized climbing organization, (b) preferably a similar
recommendation from soneone vwho has actually made the ascent, (c) approval
of the equipment to be used from Ranger Field of Rock liountain Park (who has
climbed the Tower), (d) names, addresses, and telephone numbers of a rescue
party who will get you dom at your ovn expense » and finally (e) Name, address
and telephone number of person to notify in case there is nothing left to
rescue, lThen all this has been complicd with, the Custodian in charge crosses
his fingers, gets out his binoculars s ond resimms hinself to a harrovring day,

After five months of negotiations we settled dovm to wait for final per-
mission in the Black Hills » close enough to dash over to Devil's Tower in
half a day—before the officials could change their mind,

Once permission is received, the worst is over, But, as the descriptive
folder says, "The columns present quite a problem," [ltho the problem re-
ferred to seems to be one of geolozical history, we found that the words
applied equally well to the climb, There are write-ups with illustrations
in numerous climbing periodicals which describe the route far better than
we could, 'hen we were actually at grips with the rock, ,:th.e climbing resolved
itself into finding handholds and footholds 5 the rock lost the smooth crystal~
line texture it appears to have from a distance, The 800-foot ascent (of vhic
which only 200 really warrants use of the rope) took us five hours, The top
is a flat two acres of desert. It is so much like the bottom that we wondered
why we had come, . '

On the way dovm our rope jammed twice, so we had to climb 'all_ the dif-
ficult pitches over again, In our irritation we blamed our plight on the
Custodian, who had insisted that 1re use an unmanagable 120 feet of rope in-
stead of our usual 60, , ' '

Seriously, hovever, Custodian Raymond 1/, lleIntyre has a real interest in
his rock and in the humoring of those who wish %o climb it, He Pleads, let
him know as early as you can if you want to make the climb, and he will start
pegging away at the red tape as fast as he can, o ’

THERE'S STUFT' TIf COLORADO, TOO

In the San lliguel Range of southwestern Colorado is Lijard Head, a 350
foot voleanic spire topping a 13,000 foot peak, Its name caught our fancy,
the pictures of it intrigued us, and Albert Ellingwood‘s description of the
climb in the Nov, 1921 "Outing" sounded definitely interesting, To get there
required a long drive over back roads and a2 night spent at 10,000 feet amid
the vocalizing of countless sheep, In the morning a two hour hike brought us



~hove the sheep pestures to 2 pleasant timberline meadow vhere e interrupt-
ed the srazin; of a herd of at lcast 80 elk, low in the shadow of our ob-
jective, e continued up tundra and talus slope to the very base of the
surmit spire. »

Tizard Head has the reputation of beins rotton rock, It is not rotten
in the sense that it crumbles, but it is decidedly loose, Debris viiich has
collected on every ledge makes footins treacherous and is an even <reater
“agard to climbers below, lloreover, most of the handholds could be pulled
off if sufficient force were apnlied, but fortunately it is ususlly not neces-—
sary to pull so hard, Hovrever as e watched the huge rocks spread apart hen
we drove a piton between them, tre wexe 1eft with no illusions as to the solid-
ity of things about uss ’ '

e located 1lingrood's ori~inal route vrithout difficulty, /[bove the
first 100 feet (evidently the Colorado supernen don't worry about a mere 100
foot fall) the route was marked DY pitons of a 170 nodel, home-made affairs
bent ur out of steel bars and rods. (Bquipnent chairiian please note: they
seem euite inferior to the modern channel—iron.) T ‘

“rith the advantage of modern ecuirment e nade the climb with ample pro-
tection except from the hail vhich pelied us at intervels., The ton is &
precarious pile of loose blocks <mich cannonade off hoth sides as vou willk ae-
+oss them and slowly crevitate tovard the edre cvon if vou stand still,
nealization of ihere we had been nade our hair stend on. end on the weay dovm—-—
or naybe it as just the electric storm around USe

In Colorodo, too, e found a 14,000 foot pinnacle. It's celled Longs
Pinnacle or Feak, 1re thinlk because all the routes are so lonce Those on the
eastern face ore particularly off-nsive in this recarde 'e spent 17 hours
and an unbelieveable smount” of enersy clirbin , halfvay up the face and dovm
'a cain, As writh 211 hich mountains; the vorst part of the climb was cetting
to the cliff, Aflter the initial 7 nile »ull over trail, telus, end snow we
rezched the base of the first 700 foot pitch, vhich is ‘reputed to be the most
difficult of the climb., This pitch is decentively knoim as Stettner'!s Led:es,
the ledes being mainly verticzl, As our rope 1e.s only 60 feet lon:, e lac
to breck the nitch up into short sub-niteless It as slor, laborious “ork
since this type of granite is extremely hard 1o breai Ube Dy mid-afternoon e
had just reached the top of the pitch, the ledge called Rroadiey. 48 1t wes
obviously too late to ~o on to the top we descended by means of a raterfell
or s»Hring freshet--called ‘lexanderts Chimmey by those vho have climbed or
naddled their .3ink Stopner up ib. le viere very wet, and it vias very dark
TOIG before we were dovm, out then, itts a IQIGs peale

These bi-, mountains proved £00 much‘fof'us. "stve gsettled dovm, and
Eerd is ~oinz to business school in Denver. - 'Teekends '€ spend practice climb-
inz on a hundred foot cliff near Golden. ‘Tt's nearer our SlZe.

‘ This wreckend we're looking forward to seeing lHelen Dal:er, Clara Lee and
ope Dawson wlio are tourins the country. ATy

Cae % 4 W W*



Doctor Hubbard wants to
were those of Ken Karcher showing us hov to tie

Eleanor Tatge
Don Hubbhard
Jim llaznrell

The day was started ith

Jan's sister.

Bditorisl Nuery

~

Ups (: Doms

. faithful vere beach combinge.

Yet the day vras enjoye

the mornins was spent on a

Chimey was the highlizht of the daye.
Spidervalk and then Jan, Harold and Jim

trouble, Don thoushtfully

John ileenehan
Jaclk Wilson
Mice YMMlson
Toriie ilson
Dolores Alley
Betty Alley

The varty camped on the dunes ‘above Ocean City,
The water temnerature as just rizht and with the ex~

sunburned week-end,
ception of a few seattered

and the results, viewed by

Don Iubbard

sup-lied the group

‘Searoins  Seetion

bly spent at Herzog Island.
viton lead of a difficult face,
Later at Carderoclk, ilarold climbed the
went up Sterling's Crack writh little -
with Pa-pars as a revarde ~HD,

- Ted

ITien

¥novs if the hands on the last "Up llope" cover

butterfly knot?

~ Septenber 19th, 1048

~Jan Conn
Harold Drewes

the transportetion of the perty to Carderock by
/. newr post-wer low in available cars was rached as most of the

. Under .Don's instruction
The Chzirman's =

Septomber 18-19, 1948

Schad

Kay Schad
Karcher
Pim Xarcher
Clara ‘atkins
Dick Gaylord
Tom Schriber

lid., and enjoyed a happy

scualls during the’ evening the weather was perfects
Puttinc up tents in a lightning storm and howling wind was quite an exmerience
daylisht, were astonishing.

Arnold TTexler

Pim Karcher -
Dolores Alley

The dey was spent as a work party ‘at Car
Harold found time to climb Arnold's Ar
Jolm anc Don spent part of the time collecting

Oscar.

MIShroois ,

ith this issue my 90 day term as editor comes to an end,
me vith preparation of the issues,
Tossberg and Joan Price. The next {

211 those vho have helped

Bleanor Tatge, Ja=ck ilson, Jo Iradt, June
editor 1ill be Ted Schad and I can

S

~0 back to enjoying the reading

September 26, 1948

John' lleenehan L
Harold Drewes e
Indy Kauffman

Betty Kauffman

derock rizsin~ up a new home for
duous Jacent and Leonard's Lunacye.
a fine zroup of poisonous

I wish to thank
in particular

of UP 1OE.

John lleenchan



