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NZUS OF THE WASHILGTOR ROCK CLIMBERS
8 : : A .  .NoVember 2, 1949

GERRY,AND THi FLY-WEIGHT PACK

For several-years‘ﬂaéhington climbers have corresponded with
Gerry Cunningham of Jard, Color-do, concerning mountaineering equip-
mente With a great do-1l of plensure thiey and many members of the
Potomac Appszlechian Trail Ciub gathered in the Board Room of the
District Building to hear Gerry's illustrated lecturs on a veek's
backoaoking trin in the Color'ado mountains not far from his workshop

"in Ttard, Lvidently bad veather folloued all the climbers this year,

Tor Gerry described his ¥odsrchromes as few in number because -of lack

- 0f cooperation from that unpredictable auantitye. Horever, the trans-

Darents of the Wevrho Peak srea were a fine addition to the evening.
' The equinment whilch Zerry and his wife corricd totalled exactly
fifty pounds and included food, tent 7ith strkez ond noles, gasoline
Stove and fuel, and S.5 pounds of climbing rope ~nd herdware. His
food 1lists alloved an average of le3 pounds per man per day, which
included a breakfast -nd supner ration compounded by Gerry and de-
Scribed as a balanced diet in nre-coolad form, recquiring only heat-
ing to furnish a paloatable, easily prevared meal. A most useful part
of the evening was snent examining the actual equipment carried on
the trip. Packs wers bullt to maintain a center of -gravity which-
Would make for comfortable load. carrying.  lMNiccties of "design and
Finish werc evident in all of the articles exhibited. Use of nylon
twill in the body of all packs, of stainless steel wire. fopr pack
frames, and of non-rugting fittings vwas notaed. A packboard which
Substituted a locse nylon panel for the usually tizhtly laced canvas,
thug cradling the werrer's back, was pronounced very comfortable by
Many of those who tested it in the Zo-rd Rooﬁ, It was described as
an improved modific-tion of the franme carricd by one member on last
Summer's Cariboo trip. . ’ . : .
After the formol meeting, it is Understood that several of' the
Climbers ond ZFerry were ur until 1:30 in the morning discuSSing'the

design of rock-climbing hordware and of two-man tents. It is hoped

that this midnicht conforence will result in some protynes of. improved

equinment for eventual field testing on local climbs. . B
; - A. C. Lembeck -
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Ups ~nd Dowuns

To start off with, yourEditor, having apparently got tangled d
up in the UP “OPE completely omitted a Carderock item from the last
issues On October 9 (Sunday), the lioore's conducted a trip there cOF
prising Suzy, Pay, Patsy and ccusin Tommy with 8 ycars apiece, and.
Fike, age 5. e feel that an importent contribution to rock climbind
history was mode by the ascents of the Beginners' Climb by Patsy and
by Tommny. '

Alsc, for some complectely incomvrehensible reason, Bill Kempel
~nd Petty Fisher were omitted from the list of those nresent at Her~
mitoge shelter on the Shreffer Rocks trip of October 16 week end.
Tcd Schnd Betty Kauffman - Sterling Hendricks Art Lembeﬂ
Norm~n Goldstein Andy Kouf fman Ken Karcher Lois Barn®
Jonn Mecnchan Lbbiec Hammack Pim Karcher

Sunday, October 23: by Pim EKarcher. Andy, Betty and Sterling
were 2lready -t olf Rock, Thurmont, Marylend, when the remainder O
the groun arrived from the Hot Shopne. They found Sterling doing
somc impossible feat on a face in the sort of Pit where iolf Rock
Climbing activities sccm alunys to center. Andy found a little over”
hang wihhiich he and Pim climbod, Ted offering 4 varlation by climbing
it over a small bush which offercd considerable inpedance, Activi-
ties were transfocrred to a high pinnaclewith the take-off on a 1ittlé
overhang.  Art, Een, John, and Norman climbed it, then after Pim
didn't, Art climbed it a scecond time. After lunch the scenc was
shiifted to Chimncy. Rbck where the ~fternoon was spent chimneying and
cave-cxploring., The day was comnleted back ot Jolf Rock agrin, where
John Neenehan reworted making o piton lead of an interesting travers®
while the reporter and Abbic werc watching the sunsect,

Chris Scoredos John Reed Dolores Alley
Eric Scoredos llarion Harvey ' Eleanor Tatge

Sunday, October 23. /4 second group left the Hot Shownpe the
s~rme day for Cordcrock. Herc as usunl the Beginners' Climb was first
on the wrogran. After Marion squeezed through the Buckets-of-Blood
Chimney, followcd by Eleanor and Dolores, Chris =nd Johnny clinmbed
Sterling's Crack, at the ton of which Johnny risked life and 1imb tot
trim out some thorny vincs which werc making the top of the cliumb mof
unnlensant. Some nolishing un of Ronnie's Leap was followed by
Johnny's trin acros Vexler's Jorst and the Stretch.  We were all
hungry cnough by then to enjoy our lunches. Lost of the afternoon
w8 snent basking in the sun down on the swimming Rock in the Potomal!
The water was very-low, and clecar (for the Potomac). In the face of
utter relaxvation spirits were maintained at a somewhat bubbling level
by the pranks of Eric. Chris and larion conpleted the day by vnaying
due and worshinful reverence to the Spider JTalk.,

Andy Kauffman Arnold Vexler John lieenehan
Eetty Kauffman Don Hubbard 3

- 8Bunday, October 30 was a darp and dusky day, finally even drippy@
lorning strolls wer. about all that was attempted. - The Kauffmans did
thetrs at Great rFalls; the other members of the group in the vieinity
of Carderock.
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Insidec Corncr

From RCGE® SCATT ™®GOOD we¢ hove oo nosteard from Switzerland with

2 lovely micturc of the Jungfr-u on it. He snys, "Just to say that
in nmassing thru this land zot a barc t~stc of mountrins in the Unter-

- &abclhorn.,  Mothing difficult there, ot lcast e~sicr then some cliffs

"t Tront Falls, but of coursc thcre wns vlenty within reaeh (2) which
ving well beyond my wrosent ability.  Should bec back in Jmshington in
A month:or so."

WARY NEILAN scnds us 2 “ittsburgh newspaner clipning with sone
Eock climbing nicturcs of o group led by Mr. Jirak, with the comment:
I will =2y he is cnthusinstic. Part of the group he orgrnized is
e¥nloring somc sink holes about 30 niles from herc, and we went over
to watch lnst w.ek. They found some bones of an obsolete enstern elk

P.8ome time Ago,. ond the Museum (C-rnegie) is glving them some help.

ﬁowever, th¢ bones arc rabbit, shrew and mouse just now. Je've been
faving the most beautiful weather here this £211. I'm afraid it will

€ an opcn winter without much skiing. There's usually some snow by
this time, and I was swimnming last weekend! T'ain't naturale ™



FRLWNCIS E. CILD, Jr. of the iiount~ain Club of liarylend writes:
“"concerning the Maynard Miller lectw ¢ announcement in UP ROPE, 19 0c~”
tober 1949: If you want any more information about his climbing on
Mt. Vancouver, there was an article by him in SCIENCE ILLUSIRATED,
larch 1049, The mountain hesg bezn climbed, whether or not Miller
m2de the first ascent I do not recall, bubt there vwas an article in
the local nevspapers at the time the first ascent was made, within
the past yesr, I belicve, If interested, you could check the date
through the  index to the New York TIMES at the Public Likrary."

JO and PAUL BERADT scnd us an announcenicnt of the publishing of
2 nevw book by Commander Finn Ronne; ANTARCTIC CONQUEST, on October
14, by G. Ps Putnam's Sons, price 35.00. The anncunccement reads:
"This story of thc Ronne Expcdition of 1946-1948 is in the great tra-
dition of bocks of adventurc. It - is the story of an amazing trip to
thc end of the world--told realisti cnlly and vividly, superbly illus-
trated with maps ~nd 32 pages of photograpns." Lowell Thomas and Ad-
miral Byrd both approve it.

From XUGELNOOS of thc Los Angeles Sisrra Club rock climbing
cection we have news of the drsath of lorman Nevills, widely known
river guide, and his wife Doris, in 2n airplanc crash September 19.
tnd also (from the Los Angeles TIMES) "Five thousahd cnthusicstic
mountain climbers joincd in a moss ass~ult on Mt. Popocntapetl Octo-
becr 9. An outing club invited these amatesur mountfiincers to attend
snceicl roligious scrvices. The mountain is 18,772 fect high. Only
40 wcovle werc injured ond tvio dicd from falls."

NE7 HIGH POINT ON SENTINEL NORTH FuCE
(Lbstrocted frow the San Fracisco Sicrra Club YODELER)

Our party, thc first to ~ttempt the North .21l of Sentinel Rock
in Yosemite since l:st November, consistocd of "Gentleman' Jim wWilson
and thrce ruffians--Phil Eettler, Bill Long and nmysclf.

Jim led up from thc lcdge at about eight Saturday morning.

(Two successive 6th class lcads) brousht us to the previous high poinbe

From this point thc climb 1lu¢nds up 2 4th class crack for about 30
feet; (two tcnsion troverses) brought mc to & good belay spot where I
could bring up &4 sscond man. ‘

Two more 6th class leads and we reached a ledge composed of
three chockstones--loose--just below an overhanging, open chimneye.
Jim grabbed his slings and a handful of angle pitons and mailed his
vay up a sound crack--1159--to a point where the chimney became ver-
tical again. Here his hand muscles cramned and as he had a place to
stand, he called Bill to finish the.'lead. Phil and Bill passed Jim
in the chimney and went on to survey the next lead, while I rema ined
on the ledge below the overhang., Trying to make the best of an im-
nossible situation, we managed to SEAT three on the chockstones while
the fourth slid into a crevice to the rear of the chimney.:

OCur high vnoint, eisht leads-=700 feet--above the tree ledge, was
reached at noon the next day. & eastimate another 250 feet to the
summit of the pinnacle located in the middle.of the wall. -From what
ve could see, these 250 feet would require more 6th class technique.
“hat lies beyond will only be found by some enternrising climbing '
narty willing to spend 3 or more days on the wall.,

- £l Steck -
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