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Happy New Year!

Another year has rolled by with its spring and fall, its fun
ang grief, its ups and downs. Our successful ascents we're proud
Of; our failures--well here is a nev year in which to try again. And
80, hopefully, we announce

BUSINESS MEETING
Saturday, January 14, 7:30 P.M.
The Lembecks'
4840 Bradley Blvd., Chevy Chase,
OLiver 8322

- here shall we climb next Sunday? When are we going to Bull
“Un®  Thy don't we ever g0 to Harver's Ferry? If you have ideas
about these or similar questions, or want to lead a-weekend trip to
1da Tag or some other climbing ground, then you're the folks we want
EO fee at the Lembecks, 4840 Bradley BElvd., Chevy Chase, ld., on
Soturday, Jan. 14, at 7:30 ».M. Anyone interested in having a finger
N the pie or Just curious as to what a strictly business meetin. ig
like will be more than welcome. As no entertainment is planned, znd

€ following day is Sunday, scheduling the activities for the coming
Year will probably be dispensed with in jig time.

Thosé who do not come and make known their desires will have to

-ake whatever consequences there are. So come on out to wa“ch the fun
“0d get in your two cents vorth.
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Suicide Cave, near Cass, V. Va., vwas the destination of a de-
termined grouv vwho set out in Ray's car Friday evening. Besides ropes,
electric head lamps, and the usual climbing and caving paraphanalia,

& monstrous cypress rung vire ladder fully 180 feet long was included
in the 1o0nd, » ladder which the members of the group had been nutting
together in their snare time for the past week. Pay had been to the
bottom of the drop in Suicide Cave once using a loop ladder susperded
diPect]y in a lively waterfcll--and he had no desire to repeat the ex-
Perience.
o Saturday the ladder vas cerried, rolled, floated, and dragged
“aru o quarter of a mile of nassages and crawlvays to the brink of the
_ Pterfoll. Some exnloration revealed that the only place to anchor
@] the 1adder where it would nang free of the tumbling stream was at the
""per end of 2 muddy chute leading above and beyond the falls to =
%7 merch just under the roof of the vast room below. Amid vogue
s neg ng to vhether the ladder would reach bottom from an anchor 350



"~et nigher than the one formerly used, the unwieldy contraption was
"suered into smace, and Nermmn volunteered to follow it for the
leneth of a 120-foot safety rone to see vhat was what. His renorts

-3% pated that it was a long way. down, but the ladder seemed 1O reach
L]

ym s omevhere in the blankness below him. Thus encouraged, the
rrhy returned to the outside world to spend New Years Eve about a
roaring bonfire in the entrance room. §

Sunday, after some initial diff iculties with the knot joining
the safety ropes snegsging (which resulted 1in Hugh having to climb 120
feoct of ladder unbelayed) the knot was replaced by a gplice and a suc”
cessful descent to the floor of the cave was made. There was little
ladder to spare., Estimates of the amount of safety rope used indi-
cated a 180-foot drop-free except for the top 30 feet.

The hitherto unknown extent of the cave beyond was thoroly
explored--1500 feet of rooms and connecting passages-—-and & dazzling
fairyland of pure white formations varying from wedding cakes 10
frozen vaterfalls was found at the very back. “The beauty of this rool
vas Lelisved to warrant leaving the ladder for others to use on future

trive.

Monday the groun climbed briefly on the South Peak of Seneca
hefore returning to Tashirnzton.
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