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The Southwest and Mexico,. 9/19 6 10/3, b R. Moure and F. Peckham

With only. 16 days for.z vacatinn *iip, Rej Moore and Tony Soler dezided to
explores a little in the goubhrest ; end invited-Jack Wiisnn and Felix Pezkham to
accompany them. - Tersatively 1o toih contempizied visits to Carlshal Caverre

end Big Bend National Paris, apd perhaps a shors e<cugcsion into Mewigo. Dus to
the smount of gear carried,.it‘w;@‘qebided to taks ' two cars and ths schedule called
for arriving at Carisbad *two Goys after departuowe From D.U. - Both cars Lot Wash-
ington late Friday, Sept.. 19, nad an lmprompiu sopdezrous in Nowvthern Louislena
ad Suncay. DMondey wzs grey and reiny and the
weather continued that way for the duratinm of She eIy in feuany New Mexicn.
The poor weather proved to b2 &nill smen, a. wWas discovered Wien the group went
to visit Dr. Hoskins, the Direchr cf the Park., e had bezn forewarnad ot the
visit and met them with 'gll due courteey, bub advised *hem thay privabe explora~
tion of either Carlsbad or sav ¢€ thme 20 wild.caves in the Park awes is prohibited
unless the explorers are accorpanied by a membelr 0f th Park Service, This was
agreed 10 enthusiastically, but he then brought forth that 'they were short~handed
jue; now, and no Park employees were availablie for sucl assignments, He compro-
‘mised by writing passes to Carlsbad - the regular icurist route through the cave
wes taken and followed the Photosrephic Tour. ' The cave ic¢ very scenic, Lut it
secemed rather strange to the spsiunkers to be goiag through a cave in the company
of several Iundred other peopled ) _ SRR R
Wile talking with the kark Naturalist later, they were told that there were
caves of interest in Lincoln National Foresth cbovt 20 air-miles west of Carlsbad,
and nfter cbtaining directions sud & map, thoy web ‘oub for Cottonwood Cave. The
reate followed covered about 7C miles of increasingly difficult mountain roads,
and the cars finally stelled abovt 2 miles from Cottonwood Cave, refusing to go up
hill any further. The cave proved to be extremcly scenic, and corntains many large,
orrate fermations, some of which exceed anything in Carlsbad in size, The cave is
eagentielly dead, although scme aripping was ohserved, An unusual geological fea~
frre noted was a layer of fine volcanic agh, soveral inches or more thick, cover-
Adrg the first few hundred feet inside the. cave. : '
¥ Afier exploring and photographing the cave,' the group left for Big Bend

'ﬁational Park, along the border of. Mexas and Mexico, and arrivod {here Yednesday

oveninz., As before, the onslaught had been anncvnced by early letters. This time,

o e

' hewover, the Park porsonnel welcomed them with open arms, Enough'zctivities had

been programmcd for thom %o lecp a party busy. for weéks instead of thc mere days
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toey were available, Dr. Maxwell, the Park Dircctor, was away, but his assistant,
32b Giohs, was most courteous to the group in his absence. He introduced them to
lir, and lMrs, Petc Koch, who are good friénds of the Conn's. Pete is the official
vark photographer.,

The remainder of Thursday was spent reconnoitering the area and making a
rather casy climb to thc top of Casa Grande on the east side of the basin which
was selectod as the camp site. Casa Grande is by far the most impressive thing
within sight of the Basin, with shecer cliffs of perhaps 1000 fect. An attempt was
made on the cliffs by Tony, but it was stymicd by rotten rock.

Early the following day, at the suggestion of Bob Gibbs, the group decided to
investigate Fern Canyon, a relatively unexplored side canyon running into Mexico
from Santa Felena Canyon. Santa Helcna Canyon is on the western-most side of Big
Bend Park and is a dcep gorge, with 1800 foot walls at the mouth, which has been
cut by the Rio Grande. Pcte Xoch went along with them, and they went up Santa
Helena on the Amcrican side, following a trail at first, and later wading. Arriv-
ing opposite Fern Canyon, they swam thc river, and procceded up the canyon, altcer-
natcly swimming and climbing through a scrics of potholcs. Eventually one of thc
potholes stopped them, and they wont back down the canyon to the river. It had
riscn in the mcantime, and they werce forced to swim back down to the mouth of Santa
Helena, towing the camcras and packs on a raft improviscd from reeds and driftwood.

Slcep came casy that night, and they did more mountain climbing the following
day, visiting somc unusual rock columns 200 to 300 fcect tall known locally as the
"Cigars", fascinating, dut unclimbable becausc of rotten and trcacherous rock. An
carly rcturn to camv that cvening was climaxed wit®: thc annual barbccuc held by

the Park personnel - barbecucd goat and all tho trimmings, followed by dancing
afterwards.

In the coursc of the cvening, discussion of caves came about and one of the
wax smugglcrs mentioned a couple of small caves that hc had scon on the castern
side of the Park. (Wax smuggling is a perfectly lcgal occupation in Texas,. but
not in Mcxzico.) TFelix and Jack, being foot-sorc, docided to forcgo this side trip,
and aftcr meking arrangements to mcet them in Larcdo, Tony and Ray, along with
Pocte Xoch, Cartcr Davis and onc of thc rangers, hcaded for thc caves. Thesc proved
to bc rather small shcltercd caves located on a rather inaccessible cliff face.
Scveral of them werce cntered but little was found to recommend them in the way of
sizc, formations or anything cxccpt bat guanz which onc had in terrific. quantities!
Having cxhausted thce timc avallable for activitics in Big Bend, Ray and Tony re-.
joinecd Jack and Felix in Larcdo and from there, the group proccded south to Monte-
rey, Mexico. The group was hoping to contact Pedro “Jood, onc of the leading cavers
in Mexico, but lecarncd thet he was in New York. The following day they drove out
to Grutas de Garcia and took a rather lengthy photographic trin through the very
beautiful cave. It had formations that werc certainly largor than the ones ' in
Carlsbad and apvroximatcd in megnitudc thosc that nad becen scen in Cottonwood. In
addition, it was quitc a largc cave and the Mcxican guide was more than willing
that any of the uncxplorcd arcas in it whould be oxplored., Unfertunately, most of
these proved to' be tunncls opcning into the top of the ceiling 200 fect above the
ncarcet approach point, or othcr cqually inaccessible holcs. Camp was madc at the
Toot of the inclined railway going up to the cave, and aftor breakfast the follow-
ing morning, thc cavers procceded to Saltillo and then to Arbteage, in an unsuccess—
1ul cffort to locatc Grutas de Artcaga, a wild cave, The final day in Mcxico was
spent partially at a becausiful rcsort hotcl ncar Horsetail Falls, aboubt 20 milcs
gouth of Montercy, following which, thc group hit the road for tho border. The
retarn trip across country was fairly leisurcly, and they arrived back in Washlngton
carly Sunday, 16 days aftcr dcmarturc,
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Lelo GLiffs, 26 Octobor 1952

John Christian Pocg Keister " Chris Scorcdos
Henry H. Douglas - Bill Xcmper .. Eric Scorcdos

Mervin Gustafson Ray loore | _ Eelen Scorcdos
Don Hubbard - Gerry Morgan John Scorcdos

~Shirley Jackson - Johnnie Reed Jane Showacre

Jerry Jankowitz . - Anm Remington . Arnold Wexler

Gecorge Kamm . Bruce ch1ngton Jim Willard

The porsistence of the unusually dry Octobor weather undoubtodly attracted
many climbers to this scheduled ttrip. Evon the old maestro himsclf, Don Ehbbard

came along to confound and astound the youtlg squirts.

On arrival at the cliffs, the climberd promptly divided up into thrcc groups,
The first, with Don as the sparkplug, werce led around some of the sights that Icho
Cliffs is noted for, and wound up doing a few pitchcs and praeticing rappels, be~
laying and sundry tricks of the tradc.

A second group, -consisting of Arnold, Ray, Janc, and possibly one or two othors
started a lengthy traversce hcading upstream.

The third group wont up to Donald's Duck in a rubber boat which had been
brought along by Johnnie. The boat, by thc way, had done yeoman duty in thc Canad-
ian Rockies, in company with A. Woxlcr, D, Hubbard, Sterling Eendricks, Chris
Scoredos, et al, and had apparcntly detcrioratcd in 'storage, On putting it in the
water, it promptly developed o lcak in the aft compartment, making thlngs rather
uncomfortable for the primc mover,

This third group consisted of Peg, Johnnie, Jerry, and Shirley. Jerry led,
with Johnnie, Peg, and Shirlcy following, 'in that ordcr. The climb proceeded un-
eventfully until Shirley was brought around the rather tricky corncr, at which
point she fell and swung over against the cliff facc on the end of the rope, suf-
foring numcrous bruises and considerable loss of dignity. -Gerry was in the boat
taking picturcs of the climbers, and brought it over underneath Shirlcy to cffect
a roscuc. A climber to the end, Shirley insisted on waiting around to watch the
finisk of the climbe.

The sccond group suffcred a similar mishap when Ray came off a tricky part
of the traversc, having first thoughtfully warncd Johnnic, who was then in the
boat, to bc on the alert for the rescuc,

After lunch, the Inclined Slab, Socratcs Downfall, and some other unnamed
climbs were given a going over. The-Inclined Slat was conqucrcd by many, but
perhaps the most valiant attempt on it was madc by Zruce, who shows promisc of
erulating his mother. Socratcs Downfall cvaded most of the climbecrs. Ann put
on an intcresting show when, while falling off the climb, her rope jammed in a
crack, and she danglcd for quitc awhile in the rope. Complaining that the rope
was imterfering with her breathing, she inverted horsclf and hung upsidc down
until thc ropc was freed, In later attempts, both she and Arnold made the
climb,

A chilly breeze sprang up in the aftcrnoon, and the rock climbers gradually
disappcared. Somc of the group took advantage of an invitation to go over to
Susic Broome'!s place for dinncr.



w

Vol. 9, Yo. 13~ TP ROPE -+ - ~Pago W, 20 Yov., 1952

UP ROPE, publishcd scmi-monthly by the : Y UP_ROPE STAEE
slountainccering Committce of the Potomac © Bditor: Gorry Morgon
Anpalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sundorlund Busincss lanager: Jcan Burnstad
Pl,, Waskington 6, D, C. © . Heading Dcsigner: Tom Culverwell
. Printers: Lowell and Ellcen Bennett
Subscription: $1.00 for 20 issucs. " -Compositor: Shirley Jackson
Scnd new subscriptions and rencwals to: - Crank-re and stuffars: OGerry orgsan

Miss Jcan Rurnstad . , . . - and Pep Yeister
204 B.: Capitol St. o PE ‘ :
Washington 3, D. C.

Please muko checks bayablo to Joan Burnstﬁd

s

4 * .~ L . .
PR vy [

Apology:
Duc to the relatively infrequent nublishimg.of Up Rope, it is not possible

to furnish ncws while it is still fregh. -As most of you know by now, the
trip to Wolf Gap Suelter, scheduled fer Nov. 15-16, was called off becauso
of the extreme fire hazaord which was then prevailing. :
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Porsonalias
Jerry Jankowitz has finally succumed to Uncle Sam's porsonal | 1nv1twt10n
‘to a coursc in muscle developments Jerry has becen on¢ of our more active
and ablc’ climbors, and will no doubt bc a useful addltlon to th Army.

Marion Barvey has Just rcturned from a s1m~vcoks sojourn in Europo.' Shc
visited a number of countries, inecluding Switzorland, but the onsct 6f
winter prevented her doing any climbing, and. there .was not yot cnough
snow for skiihg.
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Included with this issuc is another aadltlon to your Up Beat booklot
sunplicd by Frank Samber, e will soon have no oxcuso for a luck of
music, at this rate,’ : :
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