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VMONASHET MOUNTAINS -- 1952, by Arnold “exler

Before this trip the Monashce Mountains werc just a name to me. Somewhere
‘east of tho Cariboos and north of tho Sclkirks thorc cxisted an cthercal collection
of poaks which héd an appcaling name, Mountains of Poacc (Monashces in Gaclic).

The map of British Columbia did not help much in giving onec a bettor conception of
this range, for just whero the intcrcsting high country should be, the map showed

a beautiful cxpansc of white. "Some of us had proviously had a tantalizing viow of
the white pyramid of Mt. Albroda, at the northern ond of the range, on looking to
the East from the Cariboo Mountains in 1949. It was ocnough to gtimulate an intcreost
if not o montal detormination that somecday, somctlmc, we would look morc closcly

at this country.

Thic summcr, aftcr plans for a morc ambitious cxpcdition into Coast Rangc fail-
od to materialize, we turncd our attention to this blank vpot on tho map. So it
was that Sterling Hondricko, Donald Hubbard and I formed o toam of oging and croak-
ing individuale ond limpcd our way up Moonbcam Croock to thv northern cnd of the
alpinc ccction of the Monasheo Range. Not w1°h1ng to ovortax our aching musclecs
with heavy loads, we arranged for a chortered planc to fly oupplics and oquipmeont
ovor the mountains and to drop those at two suitable loeations.

On the morning cf July 22, we flow from Kamloops, Brltiuh Columbia, in a 1928
Junkors float planc, up the North Thompson River, across the mountains, made our
drope, vioually curveycd the arca from aloft, sclceted a suitablo way into tho
country and then reoturncd to cur bacc.

The following day, aftcer meking cpecial arrangomonts with tho Canadian
National Reilroad to discharge us at the thriving metropslis of Goenell, we set out
or %ho last mechanized lap of our journey. From Gosnell (just = cignpont along the
railroad track) we bushed up Moonbeam Oreek to a base canp at timbcrlino within the
chadow of Mt. Leompridre. The actual travel timo was roughly a day and 2 half with
an extra day cpont in dehydrating men, clothes and equipment after an cneounter with

a little dempneco. Fortunatoly, tuis wneo our only scricus bit of unfavorable wea-
ther, and, although we oubscquontly saw rain and clouds in the distance, we usually
Werc able to avoid any serious noloture.
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Our first order of business, after entrenching ourselves on the mountain slope,
was to recover some supplies from our northernmost air drop. This we did in one
day of hectic mecanderinz and plowing through snow on the Pyramid-Serpentine Ndve,
scarching and probinz in mist and clouds which limitcd visebility to one rope
lenzth. We had dropped 14 bundles over o ono-half mile arca, and, much to our
amazement, we recovercd all fourtcon. Just as we had assemblcd our drops into a
cache the mist lifted and wo viewod. with intorest and delight, the unfolding
scenery. It is intercstinz to note that if we hnd had good visibility, this day-
leng, drawn-cut operation could have beecn accomplished in two hours.

The followinz day, we mnde our first ascont. We climbed a peak to ocur north
which was reputed to be the hishest in the ranze. It was an casy climb up a rocky
ridge to a lower summit, down tc o ccl, ~nd up a snow slcpe,.the main summit. We
chrigtened the mruntain Deminion Pealk; it had an elevaticn circa 10.200. To the
south, however, we could sce hicher penls, sc these we immedintely put cn cur
agenda.

Our next climb entailed an attempt on Mt. Mcnashee which appeared tc be the
hizhest summit in our immediate. cluster of mountains. The cnly prcblen in reaching
the top (cireca 10,350) was a ber: scnrunrq fcllowed by a KO-foot, 50~lesrce pitch of

soft avalanching sncw cn bare ice. * Fr-m the t¢p cof. Mcnashee, we sdw 2 fine peak

to our immediate north., Since the day was still ycung, we decided to traverse
across to it, There werc scme nasty pitches of slabby, lcose rock, but these we
soon passed and attained the summit. On the top, we found a natural cairn which
cut-colossaled anythinz ever built by Colossal Enterprises. It was a gisantic rock
formation so like & ceremoninl Japanese gate that we christened this peak Mt, Torri.

On the first of Ausust, we sot out on a cross-country jaunt to see if we could
reach Mt. Hallam, some 25 to 30 miles- to.the south. hree deys leter, after cross-
- ing a succession of ridses and valleys, ccls. and streams, we dragced ourselves up
to the snout of Frster Glacier, wiich drains the northern slopes cf Hallam Massif.
The less said abeut the bush an?. the back-packing the better. We had our usual
share of the arders of cross country mountnin travel and the necessary low-level
evils that ar alons with hish pealks, snow and ice.

] The next dny, we set cut to climb Hallam. Acrcss the glacier was interposed
- an interesting icefall. We devised o route up the true risht cdae tc the. upper
catchnent area. To et to Hallan, we found it necessary to traversc two interven-
inzs peaks, Mt. Deception and Mt. Milton. Except for the descent from Milton to the
Milton-Hallam crl, ‘the climbing wns relatively easy. This descent, hcowever, had
its:monents of intense concentration as wo worked cur way dcwn some loose, dis-
intezrating stecp schist, which to the scuth drcpned sonc 2000 fect to & big cirque
area. Sone stecp-locking sumnit slabs on Halloam resolved thenselves intec a slmnle
rock scramble, and we were on top.

After cur Hallanm climb, we retraced our steps to our Mconbeam Creek baso camp
stopping halfway at Pancake Flats to ascend Mt. Pancake. This was our more in-
terestinzg rock clinb. - ,

On August 11, on our way ncross the Pyranid-Serpentine Neve, we tock time outb
to climb Mb. Lempriere. This was just a walkup some snow sloves. On the top, we
fecund the remains of a carp which o survey 7arty had left in 1939. -~ Scattered about
were bedroon slipvers, torn trousers, uscd up batteries, tin cans, pots. pans.
candles and a conglomeration of odds and ends which nust have taken a fantastic
anount of effort and energy to backpack up te the tep. The next day, we 'started
cur trek down Mconbean Creek and tne following morning woe emerged along the rail-
road track in the erth Thonpson Vﬁlley to pick up a train back to blvillzatlon.

In all, we nade eisht asconts, geven of which were flrst ascents and one,

Mt . Lompylere? a third ascent.- b ) g
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2 Novembor, Great Tells, Md. '

Jin Bullard Sven Nissen-Meyer " Chris Scorecdoes
John Christian Johnnic Reed Pat Shaw
Walter .Grodhue , Ann Reninston Jane Showacre

" Shirley Jackson Bruce Reminaton Bob Stevens
Jerry Jankowitz  Gnloyn Reminsten ‘. © Bill Weiss -
Pes Keister .. ... Hoans Scheltena Arnold Wexler
Elria Nissen-Moyer =~ Joseph Schwartzburg Jin Willara

The first crder of busincss for the dny was belay practice for the beginners
cn the face nonr Stursesn's Strussle. Moanwhile Ann and Jim Bullard tackled the
' Great Falls bulgo~—J rry's lack of succoss was attributod to the excessive weizht
of his hocts, but there were rumcrs that it was nero likely due tco lead in the
pants. Johnnie and Sven cllmoed the Red. Overhanﬂ -~ Sven didn't seem to think
thmt it would be clinmbed, but wns anparéntly convinced when he cllﬁbeu it.

After lunch Jane tock John Christinn and Hons scrambling in the next gully

toward the river while Johnnie, Pes and Walter teemed up on Pez's Progress. Jerry
continued to vont his wrath ca the Bul*c, thls tine leading it as a tension clinb

with the three Reminztons on his rope.

Arncld Aencnstroted that the Little Handhold That Isn't There is and then sat
snirkinz at the top while Johnnie scrambled feebly earcund the botteon and finally
ended up dangling in the rope maclnh apoloretlc renarks aboeut "too ﬂuch work on the
Overhnng, etc.

Lator Johuanic and Peg nailcd up tho fnce Just upstrean fron the Little Hendhold
with enoush hardware to sink 'a smull battleship in order to 1ve a tean of beginners
sone practice in roped cllmbln.. .

The group broke up oarly, A number mﬁlnF over to 1mpose on Shirley's hospital-

ity for Ainner.

J.W,

11 Novemher, Bull Run Mountain ‘ y : :

Rill Kemper Myrtle Sahn k Paris Trail

John Brehnm Gerry Morzan i, * Hongs Scheltena

John Christian : Elria Nissen-Meyer . - Chris Scoredss

Shirley Jackscn Sven Nissen-Meyer Eric Scorcdos

Jerry Jankcwitz - ..Johnnie Reed Jane - Shcwacre

Pez Keister Michael Sabhm : Dcreothy Trail

Kim Massie .+ “Frank Sauber Robin-Fllen Trail

The Octcber. Arauszht had. run.over a little into o vcmhnr, an?. the Virginia
hills were in o state claesely resenbling sunpowder. Pecz nade . the supreme sacri-
fice and left her cizorettes in the car at the base of the mountain.

On arrivine at the tov, scme of the climhers made fer two cracks. oppesite
Zous! Thrcne. Johnnic led cne, and was followed by a number of others,  including
Sven, a visitcer to the States from Worway. 'Jorry 1ed the othor crack and was.
folloWed up it by Gerry and Johnnie.

Followinz luach,. the 'zrcun neved down awnys to the Overhans, which shortly
thereafter roserbiod an olevator, with numecrous fclk going up and Adown it. Those
going up it included Jorry, Sven, Hans, John Brehm, Jane, Jchn Christian, and Bill
Komper., TFeg and Gerry wore smenz these goine fown. This, incidentally, was Hans!
firgt "A" climb.

The BIG NIWS OF TH? D&Y was nale shertly ~fterwoard, whon' tho aroup mﬂved arocund
the corner to Charlic's Crack.” This horrible combinaticn cof greased barber pele and
vertical ico-sketinz rink wes nastered by Jerry (now enjoyinz Uncle San's hospltal—
ity), who actually made it look ensy. Avncarances were deceptive, however, as
various others found to their disnay.

The clinbers enjoyed an ~ulicrce at times, as varicus zroups of hikers went by.
These incluled the Capital Hiking Club and a Boy Scout Dxplorers Polirol.

Ocntinued cn next paze
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204 B, Canitol St. ; : Peg Koister

Washinzton 3, D. -C. Jin Willard

Pleasc. naoke checks nﬁyﬁhle to Jean Burnstnﬂ

" Peg and Johnnie tock Michael and Myrtle over a tcur of the rocks cemprising
Zous‘ Throne. Bill, Paris and Frank fsllowed the same route later.
" Tho group br-cke up late in the afternoon snd headed back toward Washln“ton,
with o brief stop fer eﬂts at a roadsi‘e restaurant. G.M,

16 chenber, Great Falls, Virsinia

Dick Bradley " . Larry H01lpr1n Loulse Marshall
John Brehn Shirley Jackson Tomny Marshall
‘Jean -Burnstad ‘ © Georze Kamm _ Johnnic Recd
‘Denna Canphell Pes Keistor Kathorine Sanford
Betty Ccle ' ' Bill Kenper Bobh Steveons

Jack Deasy Alice Marshall Arnold Wexler

After the much-needed rain Saturday, Sunday dawned with a heavy foz but every
indication of turning into en accoptable climbingz dey. While the rocks were still
a bit noist, we rigmed a jump for belay practice, with Arncld coa-hing at the top
and J., anie doing his usual g~od job as a dunny. This procedure occupied nost of
the nmorning, but sraduates of the belayins schocl congrezated at the Reverse Chinm-
ney befcre lunch. Jchnnie and Arnold demonstrated how easy this climb is; Dick, a
bezinner shod in smcoth-soled boorts, also nade lisht work of it; Georze and Tornmy
nade it after scme strusgsle; Jean, Peg, John Brehm, and Alice e¢limbed like mad to
cvercone their one-foct—up-two-feet-lown tendency and finally made it to the bottom
aznin.

Lunch was a leisurely affrir in the warnm sunshlne When we cculd be prodded
intc acticn again, we moved down tc the Flatiron. This snot has great strategic
value, as it affords a fine rapnel, ~nd those in the know usually neglect to mentiod
‘that there is nc way cut excent by cllnolnq ~ne of twe routes, one a B climb, the
cther a not- ~tco—easy C. ZFEventually, we got nearly everyhedy down., Arncld, Jean,
John, Dick, Jchnnie, George, Alice, Temmy, Pog, Bob and Bill all made it up azain
vin the Inside Corner (or Stradile Chimney). Betty and Jack, both cut for the first
time, feund the zoing 2 bit toush ~nd made zood prozress on the outside corner, bub
finnlly 2ave us a chnnce to practice cur rescue methods when they showed & prefer-
ence fcr a loop lodder fer COﬂUlutl n of the c¢linh. On the Inside Corner, Arnold
heard so many renarks cf the rneral nature of "Throw it hack!," "Cut the rope'"
that he Jjumped off just shert of the top. His belayer nade the nistake cf catching
hin and letting hinm recover. What she shruld have Acne was well illustrated by
Arncld himself, when his belﬁy was tested by Johnnie. The latter =ct a super
dynanic bolay all the way tc the hotton =2nd had to do the climb all over again.

‘ Havinz thus spent curselvos and nost of the day cn two climbs, we were ready
for rest and nourishment. The homeless cnes anthered. at Arnold's for supper and

a chowing of his local climbing nlcturcs.
N
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