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, COLING EVENTS .
Gala Wew Years Ive Party at the Hermitage, Vednescay eévening through Sunday, Dec.
31 to Jan. 4, if you want to stay thei long., Anyone interested contact Joknnie Reed,
6637 Barnaby Street, I.W., Washington, D.C., (WOodly 6~4248), Group commissary pro-
vided by Johnnie, so let hlw kmow no later thar Tuesday night, Dec. 30,.if you plan
to come. UhannouJCed skiers without snow can expect to eat their own grub or go

hungry,

****#****#**#**
UPS AND DO'NS
15, 16, Noverber Minor Rexrode and Simmons' Mingo Caves

Jerry Jankowitz Tony Soler
Rob Tutz - Bill Wright
Ray loore ' Bill Yocuden

Cerry Morgan

On a previous trip (Sheets Cave, etc., July &), Bill Youden noted a promising
lead in Minor Rexrods Cave, just scutlh of Franllin, VW. Va., and pestered the rest
of us until we finallyr broke down ané planned a return triv. Just to meke life
interesting, Bob Iutz suggested a side trin to Simmon's dingo, about 15 miles south
of Tlkins. Most of the groun went out from WVashingbton ¥Friday evening and sacked
out in Bob's place in Flizins, out Jerry, who tends towards the sadistic side, wanted
to leave at midnight ard meel the others in Elkins. Jerry, Bill Youden, and Gerry
therefore stifled their vawns, and left Washington early Saturday morning., Bill and
Gerry drove, through a bllnd‘ng rainstorm, while Jerry slept in the rear. :

After a rendezvous at an Ilkins restaurent for breakfast, 'the group headed for
Simmon's Mingo, on the way to wplch Bob's car demonstrated a remarkable ability to
wallow through very muddy cow pastures, The cave proved to br gquite extensive,
having two main passages, and also proved to be rather hazzardous because of the
enormous amount of loose, fresh breakdown., The lcwer nassage is supposed to pene-
trate through the entire 600 foot thickness of the Greenbrier limestone, and is
Teached via a 50! to 75! vertical drovoff composed of loosely piled rock. (Don't
ask me how locsely piled rock can make up a vertical face.) Because of the danger
of a rockslide on this face, Ray, RPob and Gerry decided to forego the lower massage,
buy Tony, the Bills, and Jerry went on down, They followed the passage until stopp-
®d by a deep water—filled well, roughly 30 feet across, The return trip was made
Withoat inc.dent.

(Continued,..)
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After sacking out again in Bob's plaece Saturday night, the group took off for
Miner Rexrcde's Cave, and arrived there about noon, The leaves were off the trees,
making another search for the entrance necessary; in spite of having oreviously
located it on the 4th, This cave is developed along a fault, and has a lower (for
a while) and an upner passage running back for quite aways., The upper passage
eventually terminates in mud fill. Shortly before the end, however, there is a
well running up from the passage, and is the part Bill Youden was interested in.
Bill and Jerry went on up the well, leaving the others behind, and followed it until
a tricky crossover stopped them, They were of the opinion that it might have event-
ually reached the surface,

The trip back to Washington was enlivened by a stpp at Brown's Restaurent in
Luray, Va., for dinrner, where Ray enthralled us all with a description of his visit
to Imray Caverns,

22, 23 November, Cass Cave

Bill Clark Gerry Morgan
Arnold Huberman Bill Youden
Funtley Ingalls Max (7)

For this trip, the rock climbers teamed up with some NSS spelunkers, including
Bill Clark from Texas, currently in the Army., Of the group, Bill Youden, Gerry, and
Funtley had previously been in Cass Cave (alternately known as Sheet's Cave and
Suicide Cave). Tuntley was interested in & possible passage about 30 feet above the
cave floor in the rear of the cave,

On the trip out Friday evening, a ghort stop at Ray Moore's provided us with a
sling rove and two expansion bolts, to be used in attaining the passage. The group
staycd overnight in Franklin, and reached the cave gbout noon Saturday, where per—
mission was obtained from the Skeets, An interest{ing development was learned here -
the pronerty is now owned by Brown Beard, A series of heavy rains, with threat of
more, promised a good sized waterfall over the 150 foot dropoff, if not completely
flooded passages, but the fears proved groundless; aside from getting wet feet, the
passages were easily passable, After arrival at the belay loft, most of the group
went on down the 180 foot wire ladder, while Gerry and Max remained behind for belay
purposes, 3Because the noise from the waterfall mede communication almost impossible,
some police whistles had been brought along, and a brief code was agreed upon,

The group of four went on back to the new lcad after firgt taking flash shots
of the waterfall and ladder, but were unable to make the ascent due to a deficiency
of exvnansion bolts. Two of them went back to relieve the belayers, while the Bills
stayed down. On their arrival at the top, it was dccided to leave because of the
late hour, so the return signal was blown on a whistle, The Bills did not appear,
and Gerry voluntecred to go after them, On the trip back up the ladder, Bill Clark
had the interesting experience of finding that his belay rope had passed through the
ladder rungs, and had to untie woile 100 fcet above the cave floor.

After leaving the cave, Funtley, Arnold and Max decided to return to Washington
that night, The 3ills and Gerry stayed oveor in Franklin, and spent Sunday hunting
for new caves, One new onc was found, but it required digging to get in very far,
so they finally gave up and returned to Washington,
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23 November, Cardcroclk, IMd.

. fiworge Beadle ) Susie Puck Jane Lewis
Dick Bradley Jean Burnstad - - Bd Murphy
John Brchm Marion Harvcy Sven Nissen-Meyer
Alan Buck Shirley Jackson Johnnie Reed
Flisabetl: Buck Georgc Kamm Chris Scorcdos
John Buck Andy Kauffman Jane Showacre
Judy Buck Betty Kauffman Bob Stevens
Pceter Buck Peg Keister Arnold Wexler

Cardcrock Iake was the sccne of activities on this first good day after the
back nayment of all of October's gquota of rain in three days. By leaving the trail
and hugging the bhase of the rocks we were able to reach the lunch spot, now about
threce feet from the swollen river's edge, where we found an overturned rowboat
Chained to Orcar's tree. The foot of the Goldon Stairs and all climbs downstream
from there were underwater.

Although everything was stlll a bit Sllc&, we soon had plenty of trafllc on. the
Beginner!s Crack, Ronnic's Leavp and the Fose. Jean, in a valiant attempt to recover
her Red Hat, attadeed the Spiderwalk, but was ronulsed. Others wibh no morc scense
also tricd it, with cqual success. Thon Avrrold dcmonstrated that even on a damp
day it can be dene, incidentally nroving that he was the only arachnid in the group.

Wandering toward higher ground, wo sawr Chris completing the Buckevs of ?1ood
Chimncy, then came unon Jean, making a valiant attcmmt to recover her Red Hat, on
Storling's Crack. When she was once morc on the ground, hatless, Johnnie and Dick
made it inspitc of the “rickic of waber lvoricating all tho holds. At this point,
the Bucks arrived, accompanicd by Goorge Beadlc, of Cal.Tech. and the Sierra Club.
Although Sterling's Crack is hardly a ”warmbup", Dr, Beadle had a go at it before
abandoning it in favor of onc of Sterling's Chimneys. Mcanwhilc the young Bucks
applicd their youthful vigor and enthusiessm $o the recks and gave a good account of
themsclves., Alan, age 5, and Susic, age 9. both made the- Beginner's Crack, while
Judy, ago 7, showed somc of the adultve hcw to de Ronnie's Leape. Foter (11) epent
his time vracticing rapnelling, in which he becamc gquite proficicnte.

Jcanwhile, Jcan, in a valiant attompt, ctc., worked on the Swayback ILayback.
Pog still has thc Fat. , %

Aftcr lunch, attention centorcd on Jan's Face, John Brehm, “Dick, Peg, Marion,
and Georgc Beadle all made the R route from center bottom, while Jcan, John Buck,
and Janc chis naﬂc the routo from %ho rcck at tho right.

€innors at Lho Nosoy Joannic cowoh1ab ud Peg gumwiug What daylight remained was
Spent on an acrial troverse across the Biliy foat Trail, which feetured a very steep
Upgrade and affordcd muclh arwscment for onlookers if not for participants.

P.X.
30 November, (arderock, lid.
Dick Brailcy Goorge Kamm Chris Scorcdos
cusic Broome Pog Xeistor - Eric Scoredos
Don Hiubbard Gerey Morgan Bopo Stcvens
Shirley Jackson Johnaic Reed Arnold Wexler

As somconc remarked on this blustcry day, the climbs wcrce wet at the bottom,
had gnow cn top, and were cold ia the middle. A lack of cnthusicem for climbing was
Quite noticueble, so Don camc to the rescuc and riggcd a lide:-for prussik practicos
A& fow tircd of watching this stronuous cxertion and wanderod off in soarch of fur—
ther awuscmers, Trhis was sunvlied by Johnnie, who did the Swaybacik Layback afte

onr or two falsc starts. Additional diversion was supplicd in the meantine Ty
GCOrgp, who had brought along a Goiger counter, and uscd it to demornstratc that
Carderoci: has negligible radioactivity.
(Continucd,..)
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In view of the strenuous activity, it was decided at this point. to stop for
sustenance, and a brief conference while eating brought a unanimous vote to return
to Washington and work on Up Rope (Vol. 9, #14), On the way baclk to the cars,
Alice Louisz and Tommy Marshall were met By the canal, but they continued on to
the rocka. The rest continuved on to Susie's for writing, eating and typing.

6, 7, December, Rock SprlngsL_Skelter o ‘
uole Eioom? Peg XKéister Johnnie Reed

' hirley Jaclson ‘ _ Frank Sauber :

Peg, Susie, Shiriey, and Frank left Washington early Saturday afternoon and
headed for tle hillse In the tunnel at "horntcon Can we met the brains of the Johns
Eopkins Geoicgy Lonar.“bnt lurking there in the dark, wailting for a rock to outcrop.
Johmnie, cne of the prefroatal loves, left nis friends and Joined wus.

Dinner was 1an the best Brncmc—Jac rson tradision and lefs us without a single
hunger pang amoug Ls, Dishwashing was a hilariously hectic affair with enough
dirty pots to equip two cabins, Oo that's wha! heppencd o the stuff that was
sa'vaged from the ruins of Meaaow Springs, 2

‘hile Frank snored peacefully in Susie's lap, Johnnie and Peg ook turns roed—
ing slories sbout the critturs who live nea: Pooh Corners, which i3 a warm place in
the suar wvt of the wind, Later, so we hear, there "ee a friendly sort of donny-
breck that weund vp with the v1ctor;ous ladies: sitting on the. vanquished and
thorovghly exhausted Johanie,

Junfay morniag was. wellradvanced before anyoane showed signs of wantlng to do
something avcut it. We recturned to the cars and drove to Urecent Rock, With Peg
belaying, Juhnnic and Frank warmed up a little pitch. Uhen it was off to a group
of cluiffs Jolmnie had discoverecd just nort: of the norcshern entrance to Skyl nd,
¥We named the place Pooh Jorners, since it was a warm place ia the sun out of the
wind. Jonnnic worked kis way up an interesting craclz which was given the nane of
Tizer'c Penacious Tussle. Frank wound up taking a Jam 3ox- tyve swing from a ledge
on anothor climb whea Lis handhelds, footholds, and nerve all came to an end in a
cdead Leay-

Uianer at the Coffec Siop in Warrenton brought to a close a most enjoyable
weekend. ' ' F.S,
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Cheissian, Jokni Z.Q. Co.,. 5Q Bn. 9629 T.S5.U., T.E.C.R., Ft. gelv01r Va.
Fillmann, Dorna; 308 Livingston Terrace, S.E,, Washington 20, D. C.
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Muanir, Arshad; 2822 Guilford Ave., Baltimore 18, id,
Scorclos, Mr, and Mrs, Chris G.; 3620 Fossenden St., NW, Vasnington, D.C.
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