NEWS OF THE PAT.C. MOUNT"AINEERTNG COMMITTEE
1916 Sunderland Place N. W. Washington 6, D. C.

‘ FOUNDED BY
3
AN AND HERB CONN PRICE
8 CENTS PER COPY

Volume IX 20 March 1953 Number 20

conme EVRVTS

" The 3pring schedule has been completely rear*anved A new 'schedule will be
Published in the nexl issue,.

Thers will be a joins trip to Seneca Recks with the P**tb“urvh climbers on
10, 11, mud i2 April, Ve will camp et the Armentrouks as =m usua'.. Ar“ange
transporua\icw and c¢how by indivicdual cars. '

For details of the Range View trlp on 28 and 29 Mgrch, see the last page of
| this issuew

**xxffm*$¢**
Grunts and Groans

8 February - Great Falls, Va, | ‘
John Brehm Shirley Jackson Barl Reed

Jim Bullard Andy Keufiman Johnnie Reed
John Christian Belty Kenuffman Fraznlr Sguber
Phil Conover Peg Kelster Ciiris Scoredos
Ray Veilaven Gerry Morgan Arnold Wexler
Andy Grlaoom Felix Pezkham

Following breekfast at the Hot Shoppe, it was declded to tackle Great Falls,
Va, As uvsual. on arrival the group gathered at the Corkscrew. which was climbed
by both Andys. Shirley, Phil and Ray. dJoannie gave the crack.around the corner
from the Corksorsw a going over, and Andy Griscom took.thne favce nax% to this
Crack rather neaily. The greup “%hen moved on dowm %o the Romec's Ladder area,
and this ciimb bowed to Jim, 9sthnugh several others worked =k it over, A few
Other folks, Shirley ineluded, wenb over the Juliet's Balcony %raverse.

'~ Some dynamic belay practice for the newer climbers on the Ladder face was:

followed by soms very nice ciimbing on the Bird's Nest by Jim and John Brehm.

After lunch, a slew of folks climbed the Ingide Corner of the Flat Iron,
JOhnnie, Felix, John Brehm, Earl,; John Christien, Frank and Peg. Opn the way back
%0 the cars, Earl, John Brehm, Frank, John Christian, end Johnnie stopped off to
%limb the Tnelined Slab. -

Climbing was followed by dlnner and mis io at. Arnold's, and a delightful “time
Was had by all. ,
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SCHOOLHOUSE CAVE TRIP -~ FEB. 21-23
by Felix Peckham

The trip to Schoolhouse Cave, scheduled for the long weekend including
George Washington's birthday, and led by Paul Bradt and Chris Scoredos, contem-
plated a somewhat restricted group of cxperienced rock climbers, who could be
expected to do the entire cave without too much difficulty. As happened, however,
somc persons lacking in eXperience were invited, with the result that much less of
the cave was secn than was contemplated. The writcr drove up carly Saturday morn-
ing with Chris Scorcdos and Dolorecs Alley. Just before reaching Schoolhouse we
ran ianto Pcg FKeister!s Chevrolet, heading away from the cave €cr Scneca Rocks,
and shorbtly thereaftcr-we passed Henry Douglas and Paul Bradt hcading in the same
direction, Apvarently thc nice warm sunny aftcrnoon had lurcd them awvay from the
cave to the opcn rocks, and inasmuch as there wouid be no onc at thic cave, we
decidel. to turn around and follow suit. A4 little later at the river we were joined
by another car with Bill Yoidden and 3ill Wright, and cventually everyone procccded
to the basc of the Cockscomb and ruped up in throo climbing tcams, following omne
anothor up the 0ld Ladics route to the South Peak, Johannic led the first rope,
with Peg Keister, Shirley Jackson and Bernic Ncbel. Chrig led the second rope
with the undorsigned, Dolorecs Alley, and Biil Wright, and Paul Bradt led the third
ropc with Henry Douglas, Bill Youden and Bill Clark, ALl groups arrived safcly at
the top, signed the rogister at the cairn and rcturned down after contributing a
few coins to the em: rgoncy fund which somconc had started and left at the cairn. RN
Johnnic's team ropcd down the cast face, then climbed up through the Gunsight and
ropcd down the west face from that point. The other two teams returncd via the
0ld ladies routc to the starting pmoint., Shortly thereaftcr cveryonc returned to-
the cave where they sct up camm for the nlght. ' !

The next morning a party of 13, which included B111 Kbmper and Bill Bowors, .
but cxcluded Bernie Nebcl, who dcecided to stay behind; procceded. to the Jumn1ng~’ S
Off-Placc and slowly p*ogrossod down to the Nick-0f- Tlno. AtTthis point Paul an—r T
nounced that there was to be a sidec trip down into .the Cascade Pit, and that uverya E
one should go. He nad set up the previous day the makings and scrvings for hot
chocolatc beyond the watoerfall and Pancakes, so with this inducement, all rappoled. F
down into the pit and climbed up through the waterfall. Johnnic had gonc on ahead
and madc the chocolatc on a G.I. gas stove and was rcady for the crowd when they
recached that point. Aftcr noting the many fossils on the walls at this noint, the
party procccded vack through the Sand Room and Dome Room:t6 the blocked cnd of the.
passage ‘below the Entrance Room. Quite a few bats werc found in tiis part of the
cave, most of which thc writer belicves were Pipistrellus subflavus and Myotis .
1ucifugus. (Bd, Query: Any common name for these?) Chris bccame intérested to

he oxtent of transferring a number of bats to his chest, whorc  they hung in ap~

varent comfort like mcdals until forcidbly romoved later. A few acorns werc picked
up in the vicinity of thce Dome Room the prescncc of which soems dlfflcult to ex~
plain. 'y

The climb out of tho Cascadc Pig vas rather drawn. ont: &uo Yo. dlfflcultlos CX~-
pericnced in climbing the ropo loob ‘type of ladder nrovxdcd bhut. cvcntually the:
party convencd at the foot of thL mud slone’ loading to:.bho . Juugment Sedat 90 feet
abovce At this point Pnul inquirod ‘a8 40 ‘who would clLimb up, to the Juagmont Seat
via the mud slopc and 1onging laddcr, ‘ahd vho would:like to rope up for the Angol's
Roost climb to that point, and was dlSappolntGd atothe -lack of. enthusiasm which ‘
was displaycd, Apvarcntly . tho wottlng in“the" Cascade Pit, :the. cmtlng and - drinking, ‘
and the gencral lassitude whlch'was croonlng in from 80: much °lttlng around all - . &
had combined to render further climblng on’ tn@'part ofthe: majority dlstasteful at
least. Somo of thosc in thu pxrty had nover béen’ in the ‘tave. before, and had '
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fUrthor not had too much climbing expcrience, and were undccided as to their abili-
ties,” The net result was that Paul decided to conduct the party back out of the
cave, and perhaps rcturn later with a few hardy souls, In the meantime Johnnie had
¢limbed up the mud slopc to the belay point above the base of the ladder in antici-
bation of safetying those who would follow by that route, and was forced to return
down ‘without accomnlishing his mission. On the way back out of the Big Room the
Party stopred agoin for more hot chocolate and solid food of various sorts, after
which they proceecded back to the Nick-Of-Time, . ' '

Although the trip back up from the Nick-Of-Time was slow and time-consuming,
Cveryone in the party climbed out of the cave under his or her own power, ‘including
the climb out of the Srotto, which the author had previously considercd impossible
for an amateur, but which is apparently not difficult once.youn discover the key
handhold, Under FPavl's and Chris's advice and encouragement all made the cntire
climb. out without any aid other than a climbing rope on the stecp muddy slope below
the .Grotto. The party cmerged dback into the Entrance Room about 12 hours after
Starting, and procecded to get some supper and slecp. The writer and others took
iOmO pictures in the cave during the trip, and hope for something worth projecting
atery . : ' s s o8

The following day, Monday; the party split up into groups with different in-
tcrests, Paul planncd to do some digging in the nhigh lead to the right at the back
of the Intrance Room, and perhaps open up morc cave proviously unscon. The writer,
With Chris and Dolores, decided to drive over to Frantlin for breakfast, and join
Bill Youdon and Bill Wright, who had gonc over the previous cvening, in looking for
Now caves in that area, At Dahmer's Restaurant, we ran irto a number of cavers,
including Rill Stephenson, Nancy Rogers, Ken Perry, Alden Snell, Bill Youden, Bill
Wright and others. Aftor brcakfast, four cars drove up Thorn Crecek and Dry Run
100king for new holcs, and with the aid of Stcve, located the recently rediscover—
°d Sitos Cave with its 260 foot vertical entrance. It was belicved too late in the
day to rig and enter this cave, howcover it is the intention of returning with an
CXploring party in the ncar future. We hecard at this point that a party including

ony Soler, Ray Moore, Tom Culverwcll, Bob Iutz and others hed rigged and entered

this cave on Saturday. Shortly thoreafter the writer and party departed for home,
1®aving Bill Youden and Bill Wright still- cagorly searching for caves to conquer,

- 5********##****
Carderock - 1 March 1953 |

Betty Alley Ray DeHaven ‘ Johnnie Reed
Billy Alley Bill Floyd ' Franlk Sauber
Dolores Allcy Larry Griffett . | Pans Sclhielteme
Paul Blockstop Shirley Jackson Ted Shad

John Brehm Peg Keister Jane Showacre
Jim Bullard i Ray lioore Bill Weiss
John Christian Barl Reed Arnold Wexler

With the intention of sctting up Oscar for a dress rchersal for his debut in
¢ films the crowd gathered at Carderock, Vandals had apparently rolled Oscar into
¢ Potomac, 80 a successor was improvised from an old 3 foot thick log. Someone

fm?sestimated the dengity of this particular board of wood, and Oscar II outweighs

hig
th

{
{

jJ°hn Christian,

predecessor by about 50% ~ some 250 pounds, While Oscar II was being rigged
€ Boginner's Crack was given a going over for warm-up. - The Swayback-Layback was
one begutifully by Jim Bullard, and Jane mastorcd it after a couple of tries.
Otnicts Leap bowed to Ted Weiss, Ray DeHaven, Iarry Griffett, Bill Floyd, and .
O°l°r0s &llcy. Johnnie, who is bound and determined that Shirley will do the corner
cn the ChrisWezDon until she knows it by heart, took her and Bill Floyd around the
OMer and as far as the Cedar Tree, Meantime John Brohm and Jim Bullard had done
€ Spiderwalk and were working on Meenahan's Staircasc, which was also made by

'Continucd;.,
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By thls time Oscar had been rigged and a belay lesson was in store for all to
see with ?ay Moore, Johnnie, Jim Bullard, and Frank Sauber all catching him from
tre platform. _?ans “who decided to do.it from the ground, proceded to show us
how to do a.sitting broadjump while attempting to catch Oscar., A fine- Itallan
dinner afterwards ended the day for some very tired rock climbers.

S.d.
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Carderock - 8 March 1953

Shirley Jackson
Peg Zeigter
Rernie Nebel
Earl Reed

Johnnie Reed
Chris Scoredos
Janc Showacre
3ill Youden

.Shirley, Bill, 3Bernie,

. at lcast.
tolV. ' %5

.The weathcrman is just agin' usi Everytime we try to do something towards
the filming of our safoty movie he hits us trith something., This time it wag SNOW!

Nevertheless the crowd trudged on out to Carderock through the nasty stuff
and. proceded to show him wko's boss., Vnocking the snow off the Beginnerls Crack,
Peg and Johnnic fought their way wp with frozen fingers,
which when thawing out fcel like someonc is sticking pins into thoem. Ronnie's
Ledn seemed to have fewer icicles by then, so Johnnic and 3ill scampered up.

The Rarnacle Face looked like it might go today so Jane, Peg, Bill,  Johnnie,
Chris and Zarl climbed un at various specds., Zarl Reod dccidpd to try the Sway-
back-Layback, and managed it quitc nicely. Not to be outdone, thc other Reed did
Wexler's Worst and the Streteh and Unstretch, This stretching busincss so
intrigucd Janc and Tarl that they decicded they might just try it.

Rumblings of hungcr sent the crowd back to the cars for lunch, aftor which
a movic was taken in. Inosmuch as the movie had some unique rock climbing tech-
niques in it, many remarks were made about same latcr at the dinner table.

‘ Rk S.J.
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. Your Editor has bcen rather out of touch with things for the past few weeks,
having been out to Aspen for somc real skiing - none of this ersatz Eastern stuff.
Anyone having somc nice ncws tidbits that we've misscd out on, scnd them in.

" Ran into some Tos alamos folks while out therc, ‘including Valt Kane and
George Bell, Whon first scen, alt was limvping down the mountain on about 1-2/3
skis, Soems that snow can be rather unyloldlng at tlmbS. No eprains or broken
bonos tbough ‘ : P
As you no doubt havo heard, Jorry Jankovitz is bmck around town '~ on wcckends,
He's mpnarontly going to be statloncd down nQar Nchort News indefini-

March 28. and 29 - Range View helter - Icaders Shirley Jackson and
Per ¥olster (TA<D-0384 T TT-5-8700 X-54861 and OL-4-2078 = OL-4-1400
X-2378) Plesse mave reservations by ”hursday Night 26 March if you
wish to be in centrsl commissary. ' g -
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