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SPECIAL ACCOUNCEMENT

There has been increasingly frequent disregard of safety precautions
lately, and in view of this, our Chalrman has scen fit to make the following

announcement:

In the past we have carricd on our activities with a minimum of rules
and regulations. It has been traditional in our group that certain rules
were ‘always followed ecven though they were never formally written out. . In
the past few months I have become increasingly concerncd about the disrcgard
for thesc rules among many of the newer members of the group. There seems
to be a feeling developing that the uncxpected never happens, and that since
Wwe have never had a serious accident, there is no reason to belicve that we
will have., Within the last several ycars the number of rclatively new climbers
in our group has increased tremendously and it has become difficult to keop
an eyc on everybody. For this rcason I have decided, after talking it over
Wi;h several of the older mcmbers of the group, to sct forth the following
Tules: :

l. No one will takc a team on any climb under any circumstances unless.
he has the permission of the trip leader, The leader of the team '
may not nccessarily be the first man on the rope, but he will be
the one who is responsible for the safety of his team.

2, No one will untie and descend or go on alone. The,team mustfremain
intact at all times. '

3. There will be no climbing of any kind without a safety rope. No
matter how easy a climb may be, or how competent the climber, it
scts an extremely bad example for bcginncrs to. sec people climbing
without a rope. Sar T ;
Johnnie Reed
 Chairman
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Rock Climbing Safety Confercnce, New Haven, Connccticut
2-3 May 1953 |

Paul Bradt Jane Showacre
Peg Reister Arnold Wexler
Johnnic Receod

In spite of thec occurence of a tragic accident of the type which it was de-
signcd to prevent the Rock Climbing Safety Conference was oxtremely instructive
to the members of our group who participascd. The conferencc was sponsored by
he Connecticut Chapter of the Appalachion lMountain Club and was attended by
grouns from Boston, lew York, Yale, Harvord and Princhon as well as Washington.
The »rogram inciuded domonstrations of rescuc technicucs, rappelling, and belay-
ing and discussions of care of equipment, leadership %raining, and first aid.
I think that as far as thc Washington group was conccrned the greatest value was’
the discussion which stimulated among ourselvwes on the attitude among our climbers
as contrasted to that which secems to provail among the other groups that partici-
poted. Wo found that most of the other groups werce amazed at the informality with |
which we have cpcratcd and the perfeet safcty record which we have maintained.

I think that e bricf description of the accident which occurrcd during the
confcrence would not be out of place here; it can probably scrve all of us as an E
objecet lesson. John Iwing, a mcmbor of the Princton group was lcading a team on
whnt was considcred a relatively casy ¢limb, The weather was rather cold and the
rocks werc wet, EHe was not’familiar with the reute, aithoagh it hod been poirtod
ou %o him from dclow. He led the firsé. pitch of forty fect or eo without using
pivons for protcciion, although membérs of the Yale gwovp who climb: the route
rcegvlarly use four or five, as they told me afterwards. =€ brought- up his sccord
marn, who was apparently not on experienced climber. The belay position was good
and whether any pitons werce ascd to tic in the socond I don't know, but at least
he was firmly placed, I did ot sec the progress of the climb on the noxt pitch,
bat according to thc sceond man the leader had becn on the pitch foriabout-fiftcen |
mimvtdés -and was obviously becoming tired, He had used no pitons for protection,
aluhough Just before the fall occurrcd ‘he tricd to. place onc and gpparently felt
that it-was not sound (the Yale péople say that thrce pitons are normally used up
to this point), = Aftor abandoning the attempt to place this piton he tried to
rcach another crack but slipped and fcll. Ec was betweoen twenty and thirty feet
above his beclayer without any pitons, although the rope was running over a pro-
Jection of rock about five foot from the belayer. I first caught sight of the
fall when he was fiftcen or twenty feet above the belayer. He fell free to the
cnd of his ropc and was stonpcd about 10. foet above ground by an essentially. statif
belay sinee the rope was running over the rock projcction. Were it not for the
rock, I doubt if the fall could hzvo been stopped at all by.an inexperionced
belayer. Somctime during the progress:of his fall a rock sovcral feet in dlamutor
was dislodged, While he was hanging limp at the end of the ropo this rock struck |
h1m on the back of his hcad after falling free for almost forty fect.

Janc and I helped in'tﬁo rescuc operations. It was a job tiat neither of
us cver want to'have t5 do again. In snite of the help.of ‘& l&rgo group of
pcople, all of whom were cager to help, and the ava¢.a0113tv of "o "large amount
of cquipment, it teok alnost an hour after the accidens happencd to get the man
dovm to the rond. . He was pronoupccd dead on arrival at the Hosp¢tal.

It scems to me that this accident was the dlroct rcsult of pbor judgnent by
the lcador, He did not usc the proper amount of protéction. Bven ‘though the
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climb wos supposed to be rather casy, he was not familiar with it, the woather was
bad, and the rock was wet. The belayer was in no way at fault. Ho did the best
he could considering the circumstances of the fall and kis training,  Although the
falling rock was probably the cause of the fatal injuries I think that serious

- damage was probably done by the rclatively static belay. Had the leader used pro-

per protection the fall could have been reduced to only a very few feet. The rock
might never have been dislodged, but cven if it had struck him it scems unlikely

that such serious damage would have been donc.

The Only‘reason for-giving such a detailed account of this accident is that
it illustrates tho fact that good: Judgnent, above all clsec, is nececessary for a
lcader, and that no anount of climbing ability entitlcs a person to rope leader~
ship if there is the slightest doubt about his. judgucht. I hopc that this will
brlng home to our climbers the fact that sorlous accidents can be the result of
cven a little carolessness, but that with proper training and judgment on the
rart of ecveryonc who climbs, accidents don't Have to happen at all. I don't think
that an accident like. this could have occurrcd to any of our group. If it did it
would probably spell the end of all climbing in thc Umshington arcas I know it
would as far as I'm concerned. : ;

I hope that sometime in the necar futurc we will have a chance to devote part
of a mecting to a discussion of some of the idcas that occurrcd to those of us
who attonded this conference. We all felt that the: Connecticut people did a won-
derful job in arranging this gct-togother and that. the idea of stich a conference
is very good. Although some of us questioned a lot of the opinions that were
expressed, and were not too happy about some of the techniques that were demon-
strated, we all felt that the contact with the other climbing groups was cxtremely
worth while. If nothing else, we madc a number of new fricnds whom we hope we
oy see in Washington from time to time.

: Johnnie Reed
i st e se s st e e sk s sl s le e se i e e e !

26 April 1953 - Carderock, Md. (again, and again and yet againii!)

Betty Alley Shirley Jackson Jim lMoses Frank Sauber
Doloras Alley EKen Harcher ~“Bernie Nebel Chris Scoredos
Paul Bradt Pim XZarcher Sven Nissen-lMeyer & Family

& Family Peg Keister . Jo Pino Jane Showacre
John Brehm 2ill Xemper Bunny Powell Joln Sopka
Jimmy Bullard Alice Marshall .. Barl Reed & Family

Tony Bullard Tommy Marshall Johnnie Reed Arnold Wexler
‘Randolph Freeman vade lMarshall Ann Remington Bill Walker
Walter Freeman Ronnie iason Gayle Remington Gorden Zewllner
Jerry Jankowitz  John Meenahan Xaren Roby Dan (a dog)

Back to-dear old Carderock again for what we hope the last time for filming
purposes, Oscar, of course, was hauled and dropped with various people catching
him, and many old ropes were broken by Oscar's falls for:the beneflt of, . the
Camera., A very effective example of why ndt to use the sn0u1der belav was given
by Bill Kemper and John ifeenahan, : Perhaps the ‘hardest: climb' of the film was done
by Jimmy Bullard. It scems that John Moenahan wanxed a‘scéne of a leader putting
in a piton, caribiner, tying himself in, and then belaying his second man up. So
it would be easier to film, he decided on a two-foot-off-the—ground ledge by
Sterling's Crack., Johnnie Reed, as "leader", pounded in the piton, put in the
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cariviner, tiod aimsolf in and then got set to belay up his second man, Jimmy
Bullard., Jimmy had to climb approximately four feet up from a Eronq position,
groping for a handhold and making it look tromendously difficult. how;Johnnie
and Jimmy did it without cracking a smile or-grin is anybody's guess. As for the
Tzrow" and "cameraman" ve all but Spllt our sides laughing.

As usual your reporter could not keep tabs on all the climbs that were done
by the various people out today. Paul Bradt revorted that the ChrisWexDon was
done by Ronnie Uason, Paul, and Bill Walker., Ronnie, a newcomer to rockclimbing,
led the climb, coached by Paul of course, Perhape tke most revealing climb was
done by Bill KOmﬁu on the Triple A. He startcd out clinmbing fully clothed and
eadcd up shoeless and pantloss. (He had on a pair oi walking shorts underneath)
Lad as if he wacn!tv satisfied he 21so tock off the only available handhold on the
clmbe Barl Reed also tricd it without his shoes, but on reaching a part of the
b*fhaWexDon, asked that his-shoes te thrown up to kim. Ann Reminghon otliged.
wi'h the first one, but the second ended up in the river. Whorevpon Earl 'Barefoot
Fov with Cheek" Rced plodded back to the car sans shoes,

A hilarious time was had by all and along about evening people, kzds, dogs,
and squirrels (squirrel-bralned, at any rate) trooped back to their cars for home
(4,.0,6 d.i nner. .
: S . Jo
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May 30-31, 1953

The PATC starts reconstruction of the Corbin Cabin in the Shenandoah
National Park. This is to be a shelter which the Rock Climbers will use s&o
let'!'s go down and help. Tae .truck will leave at ‘the rear of PATC HbadquarterS'
1916 Sunderland Place., NW a}{ 7:00 AM on the 30th. Erlng camping equipment,
including tent, and lunch for Saturday., Price of $6.50 will include all other .
meals. Mail check and reservation to Fitzhugh Clark, RFD 3, Gaithersburg, . i
Maryland, to reach him no later than Tuesday, 26 May. If necessary to get
further information call Fitz - at EM+2~4040 (Code 154), Extension. 7487.  °

*****************

May 29 - 8:00 PM -.Jim Bullard's house.

Program: Jimmy's slides of his summer trip to the Dolomites.

Directions: Go through Rockville center; 3 blocks beyond traffie light at
Post Office and Bank, turn left at little church. Continue 1/? mile to
Rose Hill which is on the right.




