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COMING EVVNTS

Maroh 6~ =T Breathlng Cave, Bath Co ,‘Vlrglnla (map refermnces ‘Williamsville
‘quadrangle, U.S. Geol. Survey, 1/62, 500). . Stay at N.S.S.-cabin near
Williamsville. Meet at the cave at 10:30 A¢M. on Saturday.

! ' To reach the cave drive west on UsS. 250 from Staunton to McDowell.
"~ Turn left on Va. Highway 269 and go roughly 10 miles south. Turn right
't near Mt. Zion Church (road Junctlon 1797 located 4% inches to the left and
7/8 1nch below .the northeast corner of the map) on to secondary (dirt) -
road. ' Proceed about 4% miles.to road junction 2162 located 7% inches left
and 4% inches below Hhia northeast corncr of the map. Turn right on ter-
‘tlary road (through a gatc) and drive about 3/4 of a mile to top of the
first hill. Cave 'is located in the &ink hole about 500 feﬂt southeast of i
the road and 1000 feet south of spot:c¢levation 2459. £ i
’ . Thos< unable to leave until outurday aftornoon can mect the group at
" 'the cabln for Sqturday nlght.. No may v151t vmrshall Cave' on. Sunday

==

e

Thc cabln is oqulppbd w1th cooklng and catlng utunslls, but sleeping
bags and air mattrecssca are necded. Oabin fee 50¢ per person per night.’
Contaot Ted Schnd (LU l~0299) bcforo Nudncsday night if you are .going.

Mafehf14

= Belay practlcc with Oscar. ' i
March 21 - Climbing'at Thurmont.
March 28 = ,-Virginia sido of Groat Falls.
; April 4 - 'thtlu DuVll'S btulrs. fQSéibly*én overnight trip at Range View
p Shelter. ' ‘ oty Ty OO
el ". o
[ff’e Notd for ‘potential loadorss KE = amv2 sV
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FEARLESS EXPLORERS PENETRATE WEST VIRGINIA WILDS

Advanced hcadquarters, Mouth of Scncca, W. Va. (By the Dissociated Prcss)

Opcration Overshoec, the Mountainccring Committce oxpedition to the virgin

wilds of VWest Virginia, jumped off at 1700 hours, 19 Febrorary. (Picking ourselves
up shcepishly we tried it again a littlc more slowly and carcfully, and this time
made it safely into the front seat of the car.) The expedition's advanced base
was sct up at Camp Armentrout, wherc vast quantitics of survivel cquipment and
scientific instruments, including a gross of oitchforks and onc manure spreader
for use by the publicity department, were unpacked and rcadied fer usc. (The
manurc sproader was borrowed from you know whero, the ammunition ror samc was do-
: ated free of charge by the loczl manufacturcr.) The cxpedition flag (crossed foun=-
é tain pens rompant on a ficld of printer's ink) was unfurled at dewn tho following
| morning.

(]

In view of the unfavorablc prognosis of Expcdition Metecorologist Christian
(who, stumbling in under the tarp nnd cmptying the woter out of his pockots, an-
nounccd that it wns raining) the docision wag reached thet the first day's explora-
tion would penctrate ithe unknown depths of Schooihouse Cove. Working their way
cautiously along tortuous passages the explorers wero cventually stcpped by o
ﬁ yewning chasm from which emanatod strohge and unintelligible sounds —-- "up
E ROOOOCOOFR./4d  dommit ——— SLAZAZAACKIIII"  Peering cautiously down into the Stygean
| depths they witncssed a brealih-toking scene; an unknown savoge tribc was holding
r mystic cercmonice in the vast depths of the covern and the crics were parts of the
weird incontntions thnt they uttered as they performed strange acrobatics on the
walle of the groat room. Doscunding a fow foot over the odgo, UP ROPE'S correspon-
| dent attempted to interview onc of the notives, but ho immediately disappeared down
; a crude rope of unknown fiber muttering in his own tongue some magic curse which
{ to the ears of one untraincd in aboriginal dinlects sounded somcthing like "Goddamnéh
| thiomud. " :
Forced to return to the surface by compietc exhaustion and lack of food,
the explorers werc soon rovived by special medication prescribed by Expcdition
Physician Reed —--- hoaburgers ond coffec.

Improved woather conditions on the following day permitted the party to
begin the hazordous ascent of Scneca Rocks, a jagged peak whose conquest hos never
(to our knowlcage) becn roported in Time, Lifc, Look or the Ladies Home Journali
Edging their way over treacherous ledges high on the cast face, mombers of the ad-

vanced clirbing party ot l-st renched the South ®eak, only to find that here, too,
they had beon proceded br the aborigines. The highest pinnacle wns marked by a mop
handle of vencr-te vinirge and o heavy bross containcr bearing strange heiro-
~ Zlyphi~s®

Expedition Ethnologist Keister, knowing somcthing of the customs of this savage
tribe, postulates that it was sorc sort of contniner used to transport alcoholic
bevernges before the development of the bottle. Inseide the cnnnister an anciont .
scroll was discovered bearing long lists of notive nares, probably victims of heathon .
sacrificinl rites who were hurled fron the peak as an offering tc the gods., Some
of thesc victius must have boen amazingly durable, sinco their nares appoar two or
three times on tha liet. Pr -t bly the most ervinblc record is tuat of one Sayre




__Vol. X, No. 17 UP ROPE ___Page 3, Fob. 28, 1954

Rodmen, whese nane appears no lass th n four.times. Traditicn hes it that every
time he was thrown from the cli®f his unusunlly large feet acted like the fins of
a bomb, causing him to land on h:s head, thus preventing. serious dnmage. In later
yoars he apparcently became quite a tribel herc, as his ficure can bé 1uont1f1ed in
nany contenporary plctographs by the pfcullquv f‘.ttorud head.

Aithovgh bottered by héavy winds ths victori¥us nlinbers st tayed -on the peak
1ongﬂongugb to:place a bronze tgolet. cgriné.unv grc“v_sagl uf %lo expeditiont

&

_qelo g cave ! 4cntucky where it
VUHJ}Apnt by & ruichb party of ex-
ulTlP; tho hazar ‘wua descent of the
ﬁr‘wunrcln *un PoQs -= oNC ST LSS Tt becnths ‘so. Bhgridsed in deciding
oW ne would aor rfw: ‘;s%'dznOWtch robﬂifl .uhe-expeiltlﬁn # accomplishments
that ho trlopol 270t a rotton’ ‘spunp and ‘siifored a badly split i¥fintitive.

plorcrs. soriﬂvg acident

8h

Qnly on
i

Nuring the evering wh> dbrge camp was vieibed by s -large muwsher of natives
of the tribe thit had Hcﬁn%mbscrvod:enrlior.in;t}w‘quqo,gTH“*r sxin. nl clothlng
hod an unusual reddish beown-nie @e-if thoy had -been rolling. in mud for many days.
They spoke aniexotic diale ru nofgwrlnp frequently . to piases cppar cnt,y associnted

“with thnwr trihal oythology +--ithe Nick of Time, che AnraT’s Rocst, -and the  Hodag
Ledges’ They were convinced. &y'friondly advancea thut the -expedition mombers meant
ther' no-Rdrny ‘and they suunitél: around the firu.chonting twir weird savage relodies

(and we uséthe torm very loosely)s  <One particulorly belligorent individual en-
nounced that his aame was ‘Saxucl . Hall and that for scme renson he looked upon us
with considcrable disfavcy ---- his exact words canunt be qntel for publication.
The Angllclzol fory of the mame ¥s probakly the werk:of. cne of the carly mission-
aries who aru bcllcvel té have penetrated this rawvecte nary .of the ecountry during
the ‘early years of the’vresent contury --- +huy were never. seen again after they

departed froh Fﬁont Re qI and: huqded wcst.‘ T T BT Y BERS

' "

Tho next mornlng (Nonuav, 20 Fobruary) caqp wns brokcn, aurp1us supplies

and equlpwcnf dbandoned,. anl after’ a.few hours spent in furth@; prloratlon above

and” below groun ,~tho expedltl)n began the long- and. tcrtuous journey across the

- W11d mountain passcs back to:civilizatisn, : The: leader of uho pﬂrry,;whfn 1ntcr-

viewed at Duffi!s:Dincr in Front. Roy@l, pronounceﬂ the oxpodltlmn a great sc1ent1~
fic success and was qucted as snying; "Veni;- VALY, e oh, hell, how dwes the rest

of" it o’" SR Ll Sl B U TP A R LT R Sb R P

Edltor 8 Notc. Any similarity between this acccunt and 1ccounts ai another recent
expedition which ohnlli here be namcless ray -or nay not be purely coincidental.

If the shoe fits, wear it. For our readers who don't gc for the Evening Star
style of reperting, we offer a surmery in plairn English in UFS AND DOWNS.
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- UPS_AND DOWNS

Feb. 7, 1954 - Rogers (Belront) Cave .
Bob Struble  Craig Magnuscn Ben Bennett

Doug Barclay Fred Cobb John Meenehan
Jack Barelay . Beorge’ Gould Ted Schad

Frightened by such & bright sunny day, like the groundhog, holf of the group
left the Hot Shoppe looking for the nearest hole in the grouni, which proved tc be
Rogers Cave, near the entrance t3 the 8kyline Drive just outsidc of Front Royal.

The water level in the cave was. the lowcst we have scen it, and the nud slopes

the driest, sc it was necessdry for.Ted to tnke the neophytes up a-dead end side
passage to properly indoctrinate tHem in the scienco of rud crawling. The lakec at
the rear was at the lowest 10v¢1.yct repartei and several nembers of the party
crossed over to .explorc the “ui.passages'dt the far side. It is belicved that a
record was set, in that only one canecra was scen in the cave. Scveral new ladders
have been placed in the ontrance chimney ts the cave, rendering entrance to and

exit from the cave. very casy. And a subdivision has cropped up on the slopes belew
~the cave éntrance. The inevitable marchiof civilization. Ty 8.

Fob. 7, 1954 - Great Falls, Virginia

The oditor has been cpening his “mail w1th batedi breath waiting for a trip re~
p“rt frem Mo Louise Neuhoue. (A lettcr opcnor was alec uscds )

" Fob. 14, 1954, _Carderock, Md.

Moira Armetrong  ° Shirley Jackson - , ., Everctt Merritt . Jane Showacre
Adclia (Dee) Bauer Ken Karchor -7 Brett Merritt Barbara Thompson
John Christian- Pirm Karcher " . Felix Pockham | Bruce Thompson
Ellen Davis .+ ..  Pog Keister =  Earl Reod o b B,
Mnrlﬂn Harvey: Bill Kompper "~ ‘  Johnnic Reed . 1. Arnold Wexler
Bill JHemphill =+ ¥ Tommie Marshall | Ted Schad .+ Eddie Willmann
Jin "Heripphill © ° John Meonchan ' 1 Chr1s Scoredoa .. Ed Worrell
Huntloy In"ﬂlls Blondie Nﬂuhﬂus"y' "Eric Secrcdes '

" The flrst hlnt of spring after a long wintery- spﬁll brou’ht out pecple in
droves and Cardersck buzzed with activity. The. proviously unititiated were put to
work on Oscar and the fomt—pJun s mounteod at a zreﬂt ro tc, th“UNh a large number
of hypothetical leaders and .belsn yvrs went wust.; 'cqnwhlle the graduntes were off
nmoking statistice for ‘the next swmary of clas ified ollfbs.' John Christian,, Ed,
Tormic and, Arnol& dlsplqyci th01r arqchnvld teochniques; John C: and Huptley/Crossod
Over on Artlur's Traverdc; _Tormic, Edj John'C. and John R. all made Elsie's Edge-
fuce., Arnold Johhnic: and V‘"Lr:ron usci thelr twv«ropo lcnd tochnlquc on both of

upper belay rutr10v1nt pltons.‘_ The 1080 OprTlOnCOJ hc’.cllntroduocd to cllwblng
on the Beginner's: Crack and adjncent ClL”bu- ‘ - U

Those of us whe 1later gathcrcd'ﬁt Glovannl '8 for- suppor had the pleasure of
Aeetlng Paul Petzoldt of Totnn and K-2 fame and Mike Brewer, one of last summer 's
Teton KUldOS.‘ 9 Rk - P.X.

P

)
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February 19-22 Seneca Rocks

Moira Armstrong Bill Hemphill Peg Keister
Ellen Davis Jan Hemphill Johnnie Reed

John Christian ;
Saturday, Feb,20~—-rain and foge Party went in to Schoolhouse to see
Joel's and Paul's teams off %o the, back of the eave . Hope to
have complete- reports from-them later.
Sunday, Feb. gl-—-cloudy and milde John Christian led Blll Hemphill gnd
' Ellex Davis up' the @hiimney on the Skyline Traverse and 4o tho
South Peak via the Old’' ledy's Route. Jolnnie Reed led:Peg K°1Bter,
Moira Armstrong and Jan- Hbmphlll up the Oid Lady’a Route and -
‘Howh the Old Man's Route.i * -
Monday, Feb.22-——clear ‘and very -windy.:: John Coe led 5111 and Ed Worrell
into the Guneight, over the gendarme and up a new" chimney on the
', < west face of the North Reak-—-he:says it is a very pleasent olimb

A R and- promises to write up & demcrlptlon.- Johnnie Re led Peg and

Frank.Sauber from the Gunsight to the South Peak and down over the
Cockscomb, Rest of the group went off- the investigate a new ecave
south of Mouth of Seneca; They report that it is small and not
spectacular. : G ol A

********_****_******

Dr. Donald Hubbard, known as "Iunkhead" to some of his younger
assoeiates,has been awarded the Bilver Meritorious Award of the
Department of Commerce for his contributions to the understanding
of “the basic properties of glass and for meritorious authorshipe

. ****************** .
. The Californla-Himalwyan Expodltion which is to make an attempt of
Makalu this spring is now en routee. Most of the party is going by
MATS via Tokyo an Calcutta. This will be the first attempt on the
27,790 foot pecak located 12 air miles south of Everest. The expedition
is finaneced partly by contributions from members of the Sierra Club
and’ partly by the National Science Foundation and the Office of Naval

Researche ..

uP ROPE, published every now and then by the Mountaineering Committee of

the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Place,N.W., Washington 6,

DeCe Editor Jolm Ce Roced Jr, 6637 Barnaby Street, N.W., Washington 15,D.C.
Subseription: $1.00 for 20 issues. Please send new subscriptions and
rencwals and address changes to Margarct L.Keister, 4607 Rosecdale Ave,
Bethesda 14, Md. Make 8hecks payable to Margaret L. Keister.
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"of no return. We rocognize 4 kindred Bpirit. h
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ODDS_AND ENDS

The riovie cormittec mot at Ted "Schic: a‘omuFeb. 16 to begin preparation of
the cormentary for our sefety movie. Filning is now coﬂpjcf“ one editipg is in
progresse. S3Ssveral peoile agieed t. ) th..
comen.ary te bu ccnsilorcl at the next necting. 4Any idews or voluntocrs for writ-

ing would te very much gporeciaied.

o2 sfe sl ot e sk ek e ks ok ok

: Trail Club now has in svoeg drille, Hit s, E]‘OVUS and expansion bolts.

. They 2lss kave a new 8tyle boih wilen roquires nio 8lcove - -= howover, the hole rmust. ./

be 4r;11 ;d to a depth of. about % inchkese s These bolts ora reported to develop .2325. ..
~ pounds in direct. pull, accordlnh to the dlrectlons fro: Ce ‘ry. Mountaincering Eqaip-;ﬁvd
ment. The old type is. roported to develop 2375 pounds. Ong disadvantage of the

new type is that they require. a wrench to! tlphten thor: up: “Also, they have three
parts instead of two.  The. stock of pitons:is. good, ‘6xc6it  that: no. channels are
~vailable« The supplyof carablncra is'iow, but. uorc have been ordered. _,a-
******************* b I A TR0 ly "

ended, We strongly recognend Duff 8. Diner, lochted on tho 1eft h&nd aide of. U,S. 55'_,

(as you "o away frog Washlnfton) ‘about’ oighﬁ &r ton- bloaks bcybnd the aharp rlght

***************** s i dli nﬂ,ﬂ"’
The latest issue of The Yodcler (thc Szcrra Club) anncunces: the for atlon of
& River Touring section of tnc Scerra Club, Is the day coning whon +the . PALQ v'll
orgarize a sirilcr group? 4 S
= G m i e

¢ .’._ H

>-_A

Tho Exg}g_ur -F(g1 yreTd . Club of Pittsburgh) anﬁounco; thu Ivan - Jirak, -founder
and fc . 1revident ofF the e Ao, 18 now in Bouldeyr,  Goirado, ‘on 1 }stnLﬂ& fellow—
ship. md Colil, forner vice- vaQLJCnt haa roved to Hgllywood.v Ben Nolson, who

visited us last fall,. is now act1v1tles chair"an.

'.'*******#***** $
Recounended reading. Tor Culvorwell's artlcle 1n thc last issue of the PATC“
Bulletin recountinp a trlp by Teny Soler and’ Ray- Moore down Washlngton 8 own rlverj

RO
!

r hanl ot writing a rough dra P o o Hete
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