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Future Trips

June 20 - Sugarloaf Mountain, Md. Leave the Hot Shoppe at the usual time.*

July 3,4,5 = - John Christian will lead a trip to West Virgiﬁia, camping at Armen—
~trout's, climbing on Seneca and an exploratory trip on the mountain
near the northi.end of the South Fork Valley. .

Until further notice. climbing trips will start cvery Sunday from the Hot Shoppe, |
destination to be determined at the Hot Shoppe on Sunday morningse. A note will be
left hehind the drain pipe whencver we romember, advising of the day's climbing spot.
When UP ROPE rcsumos publlcatlon lator on this summer, we will.again schedulo our ’

Sunday climbs in advancé.
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Thoe ANNUAL PATC PICNIC will bc held on Junc 26 at PATC's camp sitc at Woverton. It
has bcen- suggosted that somt of the climbers might like to make a wockond of it,
camping at the Weverton sito, and climbing at Loudoun Cliffs on Sunday. Dctails of
the picniec will be.-in the forthcoming Forccaste
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Unloss somconc would like to voluntcor for liteorary work during the summcr, UP ROFE
will suspend operations until late August or carly Spetembers - Our cditor, Johnnie
Recd, is off on dunc 24 for McKinlecy Park, wherc he will goologize for six or sdvon
weoks by helicoptor and on crampongs. Bucincss manager Pog Keisteor leaves about the
samc timo for threoe wocks with the Lembecks in Californiae She will try hard to do-

liver all messages faithfully. Frank Sauber, John Christian, Jocl Gross and Chuck

Wettling arc hoading for the Totons in July, with sidcglances at Dovil's Tower as a
poasiblo climnxs Tho Hondricks—Karcher-Showacre tcam will agnin make climbing his-
tory in British Columbia. Oh boy, how the UP ROPE matcrial should roll in in the
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* As wo go to prcss wo loarn that through some foul-up the group went to
Sugerloaf on June 13, a wock carly, Also, by thc time this rcaches you, gentle
reader, June 20th will havc come and gonce Theroforg in onc word, tohcllwithit.
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UPS AND DOWNS

0ld Rag -~ My 8-9 = by Ellcn Davis

We had an oxeiting weckend at Old Rag Mountain off tho Skylinc Drives Didn't
got started until Saturday morning but werce glad we didn't, since it rained like
mad Fridaye. There were five of us in the car, and we hnd a plcasant drive down,
but were late arrivings Tod Schad had made arrangerments to mect us at the firo road
ncar Syria at 10:00 A.Me, oincce Johnnic Reced had a koy and could drive up the firc
road to the lecan-to carrying all camping cquiprent. 'Well, this turncd out to be a
conncdy of orrors, ao we werc almost two hours latc, so Loulsec Morshall met Ted and

his party and brought them up to campe After we piteched tents and sct up cawmp --
(27 of us sprecad out over the arca from the lcan-to down the hill to the road inter-
scetion) we started up the trail in omall groups. Jomnic, Pcg and I decided =
(that is, Johnnic deoeidod, and Pog and I tagged along) == to leave the trail and
climb a ridge of rocks which cones out under tho firc tower. It was not an cntircly
succcasful venture, sincc we ncver ached the "*optl but it proved to be a nost
interesting combination of Jcra*bllng, ‘bushwhacking, crawlways and chirmcys, and

Jo Roed descended the trail feeling quito saticficd with.tho aftcrnoon's torturc.
(Peg and I worc ready for bed long boforc we got theroe.) A song fost had beon scho=
duled for the cvening, but daylight.daving time and cnthusiastic: clinbers pushed

the day wellk 1nto tho cvunlng, go suppors were otill:in progrose when I loft the

cowpany.

only aftar brcakf t was pxnpﬂrol nnd they haa all hnd coffco in bod. We' broke
carp, packed the car, and arrived at the lean-to about 9345 to find the "carly" risors
8till at broakfact. -Pog ond Johmnic storted slowly up tho trail, and by the time I
caught up with thom had discovercd a large barrod owl, who we cnjoyed watching and
pointod out to Arnold and Thea whon they carmc alonge A number of other birds were
obscrved along the trail, and we stopped for a closcr look at plants and rocks, with
Jolmnic doing a little geologizings The trilliunm was in full bloom and we had secon
large patches of then Saturday along the Drive, so I‘was anxious to ‘got a closcr looke
Thore were ‘lots -of azalecas in varigus stages of bloor as wWe ascended, and we were
pleascd to noto that the dogwood was still in cvidence in the valley and on the sur-
rounding nountainse There werc largo flceey clouds which cast purple shadows on thoe
range and cnhanced the delicate coloring of the spring foliagee The clouds gradually
cloded in, and wo wore throatconcd with rein and cold winde Johnnic, Pég and I woere
detached from the rest’ of the group but could sce rany of then clixbing on tho cliffs
across the way and enjoyed-watching thom make difficult ascentss  Johnnie insisted
that I follow hin on a "little" climb = WOWd (a "first ascent" which turned out to
have expansion bolt holco and pitons convenicntly plqcod) I radc it, but the rains
carniey, and wec nade.a qu1c deseont to scok the shelter of a little cave , where we
three built a fire-ond sat eut the showere. In view of the inclemont weather, we all
decide to doscend the mountain but wore forcod to secck shelter again in-a largor
cave, where we built another firc and sat out a hail storn -- tho:icc was falling | -
so thick it pilcd up like snow drifts in cach crack and crevice of the rock and .
bounced off the sides likce mnachine gun pollota. Moot of the crowd gatherced here and
ocnjoyed thoe firc and discussions of tho day's activities. After thoe hail we rade a
hasty doscent of Old Rag and headed for Warrenton and *stcak dinneras at the @offce
Shop.
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Cardorsek = Moy 16 e by s
Arnold Woxler - R Bob Stovons Jocl Groas

Thea Welch . g Bill Kempor Pin and Ken Karcher
Chrls, Helen, Erlc, Jobnny g ‘Joan Schreiber Gerry Morgan ;
~and Jano Scorcdos d Janc Showacre VMarion Harvoy
Ray, Susic, Pat, Mike Moira Arristrong Wado, Louisec, Tommy -
and onc Mboro b pPe Joannctto Fitzwillianmd 7 and Alice ybruhall
Ikc, Mike and Davo - Jomn Reecd . Julia?
“Nichol son o v#¢ 2 Ellon *Bavis : co @imcWiltard
Jimy Shipley © v Pdg Keister ¢ - “‘Donna Willmann
Bob'StrQBlo Co <~ % " Tod Schid” _ ~_ Dolores and Botty -
- % JobhnMeenchan S Ailcy and friond-

Thle sunny Sunday in uld Mhy found the rocks at Ca rdorock swarmlnv W1th 011mb-_‘
ors. - Aftor Arnold pronnuncod tho Spldorw11k too damp, Dave clirbBod it no less than
four tincs, and then wont on to climb tho.Jackknifec and scveral other cldssified
climbs. A group worked out’ on tho Bastor Eﬁn Clinbs.,” Ray & Co. floated down the
rivor 1o Brookront on a life raft, Jano led an all girl tear on the ChrisWexDon.

In faot “thérc was o continuoud proccssion of climbors swar-lng over all the clinbs,
80 your roportor was couPlotoly unahlo to kucp up with tho.uay 8 act1v1t1es.'

~TeSe=

Jolf Rock, Thurmont - Vay 23, 1954 » , o, B
Ed Worroll Loo Lowingor -: . - . - ~$3-<;~;;;ﬂﬂﬂ' /M“W”'~“*’M }
Chuck Wottling Bill Kerper : 2/
Bil1 Welsh. . Pin Karchor T I S PP ] SR
Joan Schreiber - Kon Knrcher . - N iy { TN O
Ted Schad Bob Hinshaw - .. A 1 P, i ; //
John Moonchan % : e o R I i ZAQ/

A largo. part of the day's,.offorts consistod, e o J

of trying-to name scveral clirbs at the in-
s8istenca ef your. roportcr. The above map at=-

torpts to-show thoir location with roferonco L&A
to the North Pinnaclo (1) ”W_MN,Z,MMNfo P
Ed Worrell mado the first a:sault on o F

the cliub of the day, tho north-cast side. ‘ /

of the North Pinnacleo. Aftor hic succcss, whlch, in the tradition of Charlie's
Crack, he lator ropoato s Kon and Ted climbod the other sides Meanwhilc, John dis--
Covercd Mocnchan's Fly-Poper (2), nancd for its non-sticky propertics, climbed it,
anl was followod in various degrccs of profonity by Ken, Tod and Bill Ke Not con=.
tent with this, John then found a.chirncy which began with a scrious ’psychological"'
hazard, nenoly stopping off into thin aire. ,John, Ted, Ed and Chuck clinbed it with
Scveral variaticns, and Pim salvaged tho Karcher: honor by also clix blng tho Konkant
4), as it was lator narcd.

Therc ic now a Beginncer's Cll“b (5) at Wolf Rocke It carncd its namc by being
Climbod not only by Bob Pin, Tod, nnd Jean, but clso twicc byiLees Ed, aftoer lunch
And the doparture of Noot of tho pdrty, found a face (5), climbed it, and naned it
B4ty Bod for its. connducivenoss to oleeps. Chuck, Bob and Bill XK. alsc slopt thercs .
LOus, not foocling slcopy, went up the corncr ChlanJ (6) instcad.

The Non-Logit (/) still rorains to be clirbed logitirmatcly bocausc nonc of 1ts
Clirbers (Ed, Chuck, Bob and Bill K.) started at thc bottori Tod and Jean wont thru
Yoonchan's Cul do Sac (UP ROPE, Vol. X, No. 20) succcssfully, but, alas, the noxt

Q Victin dislodged a rock which now cffoctlvoly closos the creovice off.

Chuck wins tho Day's persistonce nedal for clinbing the northcast face of the
Yorth Pinnncle lato in tho aftornoon, aftor ropeated attompts. Bob also made the tra-
Vorge fror: NE to NY side while trying the clirbe Jean onded the day by climbing the
Wolf's Hoad Rocke ~LLL~
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1953 Fark Scrvice Swrary of Mountain Climbing

Wo have just rcceived tho"Sumary of Mountain Climbing Reports from areas adnin-
istorod by the National Fark Servico" for 1953. Imtorest in mountaincering has in-
croasod considerably and the problern of climbing safoty is one of the chief concorns
of the rark Scrvice in arcas whore rcuntaincoring is populars

Threc fatnlitics wero roported as against four in 1952. Non-fatal accidonts woroc
roported on the incroascs Most of these resulted from inexperience and lack of proper
equiprient.

Big Bend National rark reported onc non-fatal fall suffercd by o hiker who
loft the cstablished trail.

Grand Teton Nati-nal Fark ~ 573 rOflstoroi climhors, 421 partlos and 1256 indi-
viduals radeo ascents of rajor peakee. The main clirbing scason cxtended frowm June 16
t5 Qctober 6. A winter ascont of Middle Teton was made on February 3. Throe climb-
ing accidents occurred, but no fatalities. Norrma Hart foll 35 feot while rappelling
off the Grand Teton and broke her back in two places. Onc man fell and slid down a
snow slopc on Tecowinot, suffering o fractured skull, but was ablc to descend without
a reccue party. Two hikers slid 300 foot down a snow slope in desconding fron above
Holly Lake on the Faintbrush Divide trail, but were not seriously hurt. Fark
personnel aided climbers on two other occasions, once in the case of an unauthorized
solo climber, once to assist a party stranded on Disappointment Peak after loss of
their ropew

Lassen Volcanic National Park - Lassen Feak was climbed by 6,750 visitors. It
does not require mountaincering technique,

Mount McKinley National rark - Mt., Mc Kinley was climbed by on party ow July 12.
Another party of four men and onc woman turnod back at 14,600 foct aftor two members
suffcred frostbitten fect.

Mount RainierNational Fark = 299 climbcrs rcached the summit., 132 were not
succossful. Two climbers fcll into crevasscs, but werc retricved unharmed. One
of thesc was the last man in a party of 22---lifot darkcst moment!

Olympic National Fark = 110 porsons rcgistercd at the summit of Mt. Olympus. No
accidents werc recported. ,

Rocky Mountain National Fark - 1,856 pcoplc climbed Longs Fcak, 111 via
the East Facce. Two fatalitics occumed among a group of ninc girls climbing the
Little Matterhorn. Onc fatal fall was followed by anothor which befell a member of
the group doscending for hclpe Both the girls werc unroped when they fell and ncithor
had had any mountninccring experionce. Several non-fatal accidents, mostly to
hikors who straycd on to snowficlds or steep rock wcre rcported.

Scquoia and Kings Canyon National Farks - Some climbing activitics by Sicrra
club members and onc ncar accident rosulting from the usc of old pitons were
rcportod.

Yosemite National Fark -~ Registration totaled 756 individuals in 242 soparatc
groups, mostly from the Sicrra Club and the Stanford Alpinc Club. Onc hiker was
killed in a fall after leaving an ostablished trail and scvoral others beocamo
stranded on stcep rock and ‘had to bc rescucd.

Zion National rark - The Great White Thronc wns climbed by o party of three
on Junc 8. In nearby Zion National Monument Frod Ayecrs and A.E. Creswell made the
firat climb of the large natural bridge on August 13.

Dovils Towor Netional Monument - The Tower. was climbed by cight partics totaling
26 climbers (actually 25 climbers and 1 Up Rope roporter) all via the Durranco
Routoes Onc unauthorized golo o11 :bor guffored a brokon leg in a fall from somec of
the lower colummns.
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» We note from the foregoing accounts that no actual mountaineering fatalities
¢§ occurred in the Parks, The impetuous hiker seems to be in far greater danger than
* the serious mountaineer.
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The June, 1954, assue of Appalachia (which can be borrowed at PATC headquartors)
Contains several articles of intcerest. Bradford Washburn has an article on a pro-
Posed route on the south buttress of Mt. McKinley; Bill Putnam has an article on

"Poaks and Routcs of tho North Sclkirk Rangcs" Thorc is also a short account of the
fock climbing safoty confercnce at New Haven in 1953 which was attcended by scveral

Mountaincering Committco momborss
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A rcevicw of a rceont book by Phil De Smith, Knots for Mountaincering, indicatces
that tho book would bear looking intoe

- e e we e s mm e e e

Wo have rcceived (or hope to in the near futurc) accounts of scveral spoctacu-
lar and hithorto undcseribed routcs on Scncea. Vo erc planning to collcet them all
in ono issuc to be published first thing this fall, so if therc arc any other
Sencea routcs which haven ' boon writton up, your cditor would ccrtainly like to

have 4 heme
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@& Tcehnical-minded UP ROPE readors should rcfer to the May, 1954, issue of the
Social Climber (Pittsburgh Climbors) for a learncd paper by J. Winne ontitled
Grimn's Coccficicnt, which doscribes an old but long unuded climbing tocchniquc,

L T

4nd sponking of knots, Jim Willard and Donna Willmann werc rccontly marricd. Also,
M Junc 12, Joan Aschor and Phil Cardon ticd a knot in New York. Their now addrcss:
1730 Crootwood Drive, N.l.

On Junc 9, Jimmy Bullard was ggraduatcd from Sidwell Frionds! High School.

UP ROPE, published at irrcgular intcrvals by the Mountaincoring Committcc of tho
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Pl., NelW., Washington 6, D.C.
Subscription: $1.00 for 20 issucse

Editor: John C. Recd, Jr., 6637 Barnabay Strecct, Nel., Phocn: WO 6-4268,

Business lonagor: Pog Keistor, 4807 Roscdal Ave., Bethesde, Mde OL 4-2078.

Crocw: Ellen Davis.

Pleasc scnd new subscriptions, rcncwals and address changes to the Busincss Manager.
Make checks payablc to Morgarot L. Keistor,

' Litcrary contributions gratofully rcccived by tho cditor.




