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THE CLASSICS ON SENECA
by John C. Reed

More than fifteen years have elapsed since Paul Bradt, Don Hubbard and Sam Moore
first reached the South Peak of Seneca Rockss On the highest part of the peak they
found the inscription "DeBe Septe 16, 1908". Who "DeB." was, or how he réached the
peak they never learned, but there were reports of at least five men having reached
the peak prior to their ascente Mr. Harper,(who runs the store at Mouth of Seneca)
told Paul that he had climbed what we now call the Old Ladies Route as far as the
crest of the ridge, but whether or not he ever reached the top is uncertaine Since
1939 hundreds of names have been entered in the register in the cairn that Paul, Don
and Sam left on the peak, and dozens of routes have been pioneereds Many of these
routes are so short or so easy that they hardly deserve mentions Most of the more
spectacular ones have been previously described in Up Rope, but recently several new

~ones have been climbed which seem to me to be particularly worthy of mention, and this
le a8 good an opportunity as any to summarize briefly what might be called the classics
on Seneca, &ome of these routes (e.ge, the climb from the Gunsight Notch to the

South Peak, the climb of the Gendarme, the Cockscemb) may not be considered outstand=-
ing climbs today, but when they were first climbed they truly deserved to be ranked
with the classicse

I, The 8kyline Traverse (1) (2)

The Chimneys on the south end were first descended by Sam Moore, Don Hubbard, and
Paul Bradt in the 8pring of 1939.

The climb over the Old Man and the Cockscomb (via the Overhang) to the South Peak
was first done by the same party over Easter, 1939 Who pioneered the detour
of the Cockscomb Overhang via the Pine Tree route we don' know.

The climb from the Gunsight to the South Peak via the crack on the west face was
ploneered by Paul, Sam, and Don in July, 1959

The Gunsight Gendarme was climbed by the same group in July, 1959'L Paul, seconded

by . Bill Kemper, climbed it on Labor Day, 1959, without throwing a rope over
the tope
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An unnamed route leading from the south side of the west face of the Cockscomb (

- The South End of tho Nnin Scuth Foak Mags

‘The soveral Mummery oracks which extond from bottom to top %f this two hundred

The East Face

The Army~Conn route on the East Face (3) was first climbed by Pvte John Stearns, éi
PFC George Kolbuchar, Sgt. Bob Heckor, and Sgts Jim Crooks on April 28, 1944,
according to the register on the South Peake It was "rediscovered" by Herb
and Jan Conn in the spring of 1948 and described by them in Up Rope. It was
later reclimbed by the Conns accompanied by Marion Harvey, by Tony Soler and
Ray Moore in 1951, and by Arnold Wexler and John Christian in 1954

The Soler Routo, a variatien of the Army=-Conn Route was first climbed by Tony
Soler and Ray Moore on August 12, 1951 (4)s We understand that this route,
or somo variation of ity was later done by Ivan Jirak of the Explorers! Club
of Pittsburgh,.

The West Face

The Army-Conn Route on the west face (3) was pioneered by an Army tcam consist=
ing of Lt. N.Ce Hartz, Lt. Henry Schluter, and lt. Earl Richardson on May 11,
1944, Jan and Herb Conn, .on May 2, b948, elimbed-a routb.whith was probably
the one used by the Army. Cliff Alexander and Johnnie Reed climbed a slight
variation of this route in the spring of 1954, using a crack which avoided
much of the loose rock mentioned by the Conns in their accounte

Ihe Thais Routg.(see degoription in this issue).was climbed by John Christian

.and Bob Hinshaw over Memorial Day, 1954» It leads directly up the west face
several hundred feet north of the Conn Routes

s

The West, Face of the Ooékebomb .

n

near the lunch spot diagonally upward into the notch between the Cockscomb and
the main mass of tho South Peak was climbed scveral years ago by Jerry Janko=
witz end George Kamm, ;So.fhr as we know it. kas never been repeateds

The Bregkneck Climb (see description in this issue) leads from the beginning of
the Jankowitz~Kamm route straight up to the ledge below the Cockscomb Overhan%
It is reported that this route was first climbed by a teaem from the Explorers
Club of Pittsburgh led by Iven Jirake It was climbed by Andy Kauffman, Joan
Aacﬁbr% and Phil Cardon on May 22, 1954, and was described and named by theme

foot face which lies just north 'of %he Cockscomb are at present unclimbed, bub
probably not unclimbable. Over Labor Day, 1954, weekend, John Christian, Earl
Recd, Huntley Ingalls and Bob Hinshaw alternated léads to pionser a route
which traverses this face from the notch betweon the’ Cockscomb and the South
Peak mnss to its outside corner at a level about 15 feet below the notchs Fro
the corner the route connccted with the Old ‘Mari's* Route on the' West Face.

The South End

Chris's lLead has never bcen described, but it lics somewhere near the western

corner of the Soyth Ende It was climbed by Chris Scoredos, Roy Britton and eﬁ%
"Don Jacobs on Muy 31, 1942, It was on this climb that Chris had led high abo¥}’
his nearest piton when a foothold broke, and he was saved from what would pro”
bably have been a fatal fall only by a miraculous recovery (1)e The route
hbs never ‘been climbed since, so, far as I knows

i
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The Simple J. Malarky Climb was first climbed by Arnold Wexler and Jim MoCarthy, of
the New York group over the labor Day weekend, 1954s The route starts in the cave
on its west wall onto a ledge which lies west of the cave and slightly sbove the
level of its roof'e From here the route leads straight up over the overhang, re=-
quiring tension and stirrups.

Tony's Nightmare has never been described, nor is there any record of when it was
first climbed or by whoms. It is presumably named after Tony Solere. The route
leads straight up the middle of the south face, using the deep chimney west of the
one used on the standard route of the Skylinc Traverse.

The Ye Gods and Little Fishcs Olimb (5) was first done by Earl Mosburg, Arnold Wex=
ler and Johnnie Reed on Labor Day, 1953. The route goes directly up the inside
corner below the chimney on the standard route on the Skyline Traverses It cone
nects with the latter at the top of the flake on the southeast corner of the rock
about 150 feet above the taluss A double rope technique was used on this lead,
and tension was required ‘in placing some of the pitonss

Refeerences
(1) Bradt,.Paule  Climbing on Seneca Rocke PoAeTeCe -Bull. viii, 84=85, Octe 1939,
(2) Hubbard, Donalde Rock Climbing Along the Potomac. Appslachia X, nos’'7,
73-84, June, 194k,
(3) Conn, Herb and Jans The Faces of Sencca. Up Rope V, no. 4, Septs 15, 1948,
(4) Moore Raymond. Seneca Saga, Up Rope, VIII, noe. 6&7, Auge 20, 1951.
(5) Rced, Jotm C« The "Ye Gods and Little Fishes" Climb, UP Rope ¥; nes 10,
7 - Octe 28, 1953
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THE THAIS ROUTE
by John Christian

Olimbing at Senecca Rocks I had looked at the narrow north face of the South
Peak buttrosss The buttress! north edge cleaves the west face from top to bottom and
caste the prominent shadow so visible from the tavern in the afternoon (see sketch on
next page)s This face is about 20 feot wide and extends all the way to the ridge line
of the South Peake A decp chimney near the bottom is the most obvious scar on the face

During the Memorial Day weekend (1954) I found a ready and willing second in
Bob Hinshawe The first afternoon was spent in reconnaissances We came onto the face
at point B in the sketche The rock was good, although the ledges were covered with
debris, We climbed upward and left into-the corner immediately below an overhanging
lichen covered faces A small niche provided a belay points Soler, Moore and Morgan,
Who were here earlier in the day, named this the Bird's Nest. From here we climbed
diagonally up to the outside corner and onto.a stecply sloping ledges With a good
ldea of the possibility of a olimb to the South Peak by this face we returned to camps

The next morning we started at the very bottom of the north face at the inside
cornor (A)e This involved somo competition with laurel bushese The first piteh con-
tained a fow Army pitons and brought us to the previous day's starting point at the
base of the deep chimney. Near the top of this we were forced to traverse outward to
avoid a large chockstonoe Bob pointed out a route from the top of the chimmney (C) to
the ledge where yesterday's climb endeds We were thus able to bypass the Bird's Nest
and the loose foothold which had caused some approhensions To the left and above was
_ 8nother ledge, a good belay position (D)s ‘The traverse to this second ledge gave some
% troubles A fixed rope was placed for the right hands ATPéw oracks at the inside cor-
~ Ner led up to E where a small but deep cave provided a secure belay. Above the north
Tacoe sloped away ot a less stecp angle to the notch between the South Peak and the
buttregs, From the cave we traversed north on a wide ledge across the sheer lichen~

E i
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QF 7HE COLRICOMA

~coverad west face. From below the ledge is not obvious except for a small
birch tree growing half way out on the face (F). This easy traverse
offered some of the best exposure. Behind the tree was another cave.

From here we took the easiest way and scrambled up over flakes (B toG

to H) to the top of the South Peak, about 10 feet north of the cairn.

The climb took 5 1/2 hours. EEh

THZ BREAKNECK CLIMB
BY Andy Kauffmen

On May 22 (1954) an mscent was made of the Cockscomb by a route up
the west face. Since two pitons were found on the climb and since
subsequent investigation indicates that the climb has been done in whole
or in part on two previous occasione, this ascent cannot be described as
a new .route. The participants, Jgoan Ascher, Andy Kauffman and Phil
Cardon were by no means aware when they started the climb that it had
been done before, or that it could be done. For then, therefore, it had
all the aspects of a first ascent.

. The .climb begins at the base of the west face of the Cockscomb
about 150 feet below the tree which marks the belay point for the final
pitch on the normal (Pine Tree) route. The first part of the climb is a
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vertical wall with small holds, which require good balance. About 15 feet above
the ground are two well-driven chammel irons, which were used for. protection

on the initial ascent but which were dispensed with when the climb was repeated
the next day., The route next proceeds diagonally to the right for about ten
feet to a deciduous tree, which provides an excellent belay point. A 15 foot
traverse leads to the base of a long and shallow chimney which extands upward
and slightly to the left (north) for about fifty feet. The lower part of the

- chimney has good holds, but is exposed, and care must be taken to avoid loose
rock. Above is a steeply slanting ledge which was climbed diagonally upward to
the left. On this ledge a piton. was found which was used for protection, There
being no room for two men, the leader next proceeded upward another ten feet to
another piton where he anchored himself, Since there still was no adequate
space for two men, the second was brought to the lower piton, tied in, and
managed to assume an excellent belay position.

The next 25 feot above the second piton are the key to the climb., The first
is a ten foot layback in the chimmey which requires good technique. Above, the
climbing, while still vertical, is easier. At the top of the chimney a piton
. was driven and left.. Here the climb goes out of the chimmey to the south acrosé
~ the face of the Cockscomb for about & feet and onto the top of the flake which -

- 'forme the summit of the chimney. There is an excellent and welcome belay point
here.  The final pitch before rejoining the regular— route consists of a

highly exposed clinb across the face to the soutH in order to reach the top of
a second flake. There is perhaps fifteen to twenty feet of face elimbing hers,
all extreemely exposed, with good footholds and small handholds. From the top

~of the flake an easy traverse leads to the big chimney to the right of and
below the tree. :

The first ascent took about 1 1/2 houre. The following day Phil Cardon
and Andy Xauffman repeated the climb 1n aomewhat under thirty minutes.
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: oOMING EVINTS

October 3, Sunday=------Bull Run Mountain '

October 9 and 10, Saturday and 3unday----0ld Rag; Leader, Chuck Wettling

October 17, Sunday-~- Carderock. Belay practice

October 21, Thursday---Evening meeting at Joan and Phil Cardon's. Speaker,
Johnnie Reed.

October 24, Sundey----Spitzbergen area (Bear Island oppoaite Echo Cliffs)
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“SPECIAL ﬁNVOUNGEMENT

Ted Schad called 1ust before we went to press on this issue to say that
he expects the. Pittsburgh Climbers to join us on the weekend of October

16 and 17, They will probably camp either at Carderock or Cupid's Bower
on Saturday night.

UP ROFZ is published every now and then by the ibuttalnesring Committes of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Place, Ns'/s, Tushington 6,D.C.
Subscriptiont 1,00 for 20 issues. Editor: John C. Reed Jr., 6637 Barnaby St.,
Ne 's Yashington 15, D.C. Please send subscriptious, renewals and changes of
address to Peg Keister, Business lanager, 4607 Rosedale Ave, Bethesda 14, id.
lMake checks payable to lMargaret L. Keister.




