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COMING BEVENTS

Echo Cliffs, Vao, or help repair the @Gupid's Bower Lsan-to

18 Sept, -
with Grant Conway. This 1s a PATC project and deserves

4 our support.

22 Sept. = MEETING at Helen and Chris Scoredos' new home ag 8:00 P.bo
Their address is 6804 - 32nd St., N.W. = Phone V0 6-2843,
andy Kauffman will speak and show slides of his ‘Cordillera
Blanca trip.

25 Sept, - Thurmont, Md.

€ Oct, « Carderock, Md. Belay practice with "Oscar".

=9 Oct, = 0l1ld Rag Mt., Va.

16 0¢t, - Bull Run Mt., Va.

23 Oe¢t, - Great Falls, Va, (opposite the Fish Ladder)

%0 Oct, - Boucher and Eagle Kocks, Va.

dov, = Carderock, Md. Belay practice with "Oscar”,

12,13 Nov, Debatable weekend.

O Nov, - Great Falls, Md. (Peg's Progress area).

%7 Nov, - Cupid's Bower lLsland,

¢ Dec, - Carderock, Md, Belay practice with "Osecar".

U Le¢c, - Camp Lewis, hd,

L 18 Dgc, - Prospect Rock, Va.

Hermitage Cabin, Pa., (New Year's Eve party).

Portia, or typist, has gone to Germsny with Is r husband., e
§D010gize for the last issue which, because of her absence, was none to0
cod,

"This Issue is done on & Spirit Duplicator ! achine by kr, Herman

b

Ir
in
tn

rtman of the Rockville Stationery, Inc., and we hope you like it.
1t is satisfactory (and we will have our old letterheads printed
the future issues) many more copies of Up-=Rope will be printed in

is fashion.
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THF. 1955 CORDILLERA BLANCA EXPEDITION
' By Andy Kauffman -

It is difficult to describe any newly discovered region from which
one has just returned after a splendid and successful journey in any
Nanner other than superlatives. Nor is it easy to condense the experi-
Snces of seven adventurous weeks into a few brief paragraphs. Indeed,
1ﬂrgely because the events are still fresh in my memory, the shortest
Complete version I know of our Peruvian expedition requires twelve hours
Of uninterrupted attemtion. Wwhile UP ROPE deserves such a description,
lt's requirements compel me to 1imit the story to it's raw highlights,
‘he reader will, therefore, be spared a subseguent visit to his oculist.
N ‘he 1955 Cordillera Blanca Expedition asserbled in Caras, Ancash
frovince, Peru on June 23rd, ke were a party of eight: Ni&k Clinch and
Laye Sowles, who had been in the Coast Range vith me the previous year,

&ve Gagliardo, Bill MeMannis, Ray Hoppenon, Hawey Platts, herold Wwalton,
811 from Colorado or Kansas, and myself. In addition, we had four fine
Porters -- Emilio, Eugenio and Victorino Angeles (brothers) and Juan
Pabio Ramiry - most of whom had had previous experience with other
8xpeditions.,

Cur khain objective was the summit of North Pucahirca (eca. 20,000
foet) situated on the east slde of the great Cordillera Blanca, in a
Pemote arem, The pesk and it's neighbors were unclimbed at the time.

An afivance party ccnsisting of three left Caras on June 24th via
tfe Cuelrada (valley) Sante Cruz to reconnoiter the mountain and find
& site for’ base camp., The main body of the expedition, driving 18
burros andi 2 horses, left Yungay two days later via the GQuelrada Yanganuco.
fter six aaventurousore days of traveling, crossing three high passas
(between 14,000 and 15,800 feet), we finally rejoined the others at base
®8mp in thé Yanajanca valley on the eastern slope of the Cordillera at
8bout 13,000 feet elevation, o ‘

Here the supplies were reorganized’ and the expedition then proceeded
%o establish Canp I at the edge of the gliaclier at about 15,700 feet on
July 4th, A scouting party ccnsisting of Mlchbannis and myself climbed
to 17,500 feet the Same day and selecteu a route up a ridge which led
© a high col between North Pucahirca and 1it's unnamed neighbor to the
Rorth, On July S5th, Sowles and I, with light loads, led the others to
&n exposed snow platform at about 18,000 feet on the ridge where we
Set up Camp II. On the 6th the entire party occupied Camp Il and
Sowles and I reconnoitered the ridge for about 400 feet higher. The
¢lirbing now became difficult - some would say severe - and led ¢close

O cornices which did not appear particularly stable., lLoreover the
‘Qatner turned bad and we returned. On the 7th we once more set out
glbng the ridge. bBoth of us felt, and still do, that it would go.

Ut we also reallized that it would be impractical for the whole party.
possible we wanted to get everyone to the top, and some of our
p&rty did not seem to have adequate snow and ice experience to climb

8se slopes safely. \ie therefore aeciued to try another route.

On July 8th two reconnaissance parties went out. “‘he one
®omposed of Mchannis und Sowles discovered what they thought was a
80od route up the glacler Ilmmealately north of the ridge where
Qmp II was situated. During the next two days we moved Camp II up

B tayg glacier to s heavily crevassed snow basin at 18,400 feet. On

J“ly 10th and lltn, Sowles, Nchannis, Clinch and Wadton worked on the

» 8ep slopes above the new Camp II. They cut steps and placed fixed
acPes up a 500 feet wall to a col at 19,000 feet. From here they
Scended to the base of the base of the shoulder of the peak just north
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°f North Pucahirca, which we would have to scale in order to reach our
%bjective. Meanwhile the rest of relayed loads with the help of the
Porters between Camps I and II. On the 1lth Sowles and McMannis
Usscended to the lower levels for a well earned rest, while the re-
"aining six settled in Camp II to tackle the mountain.

On the 12th all but Clinch and myself set out to attempt to
Yach the top. «e remained behind as we felt that six was too large
Party for the steep slopes above and because the others seemed
Xtremely anxious to make the first ascent. All day we watched them,
&lton and Hoppenon in the lead, cutting steps up the steep flanks
° & point where they could approach North Pucahirca. Uunfortunately,
larkness caught them, and they had to descend and bivouac in a snow
‘ave in a rising storm at about 19,100 feet. On the 13tn Nick and 1
¥t out as a rescue party at dawn, but were relieved to meet all
Sur at the 19,000 foot col, descending in good shape. *hey had not
Pimbed North Pucahira, but walton and Hoppenon climbed 1ts neighbor
ta, 19,750-20,000 feet) which they named Nevado angeles in honor of

he father of the 4ngeles porters.

Un the 14th, the weather having cleared, Nick and I set out
%t £:00 AN for the summit; the others were still too weary from
;Wir exertions of the 12th to accompany us. Ve made good time,
®aching the high point of the previous party by 9:00. Ve then
NPOSSed some loose powder snow to the col between #ngeles and
_thh Pucahirca. From here on we proceeded over extremely steep
jgce upwards for about 400 feet, cutting many steps; Mclannis later
lpisured the slopes with his Buruten compass and claimed the top
b% feet averaged between 60 and 70 degrees. I challenge his accuracy,
but agree at least that the sbpes were steep. Vie stopped about 25 fyet
slow the summiti which consisted of a hugh cornice, obviously a frail
ka“Derstructure on top of the mountain. Then we descended in wind
g fog, retraced our steps to the high col and proceeded to climb

i

??QVado Angeles, At 3:00 we started back for camp, which we reached

wn Slightly over an hour thanks largely to the many fixed ropes down
bicn we rappelled "a'la Genevoise".

§ I went down to Base Camp on the 15th, well satisfied with our
auccess on North Pucahirca and Nevado Angeles. Meanwhile, Sowles

‘Fd licMannis cane up and on the 16th repeated our ascent of North

Qucahirca and Nevado Angeles. On the 17th, I met the others in
3mp I and on the 18th Sowles and I made a delightful first ascent

1 a 17,500 foot peak immediately above Camp I. _

v During the few days remaihing, Clinch and Valton conducted a
Connaissance of South Pucahirca, and Séwles, lichannis and I made

,f abortive attempt on an elusive rock peak of about 17,000 feet

o rth of base camp. Jthe last day or two were spent packing and

bating fresh mutton and consuming large quantities of alcoholic

®Verages, which delighted and inebriated everyone,

by We returned to Yangay by a new route, to the north, via
nosacancha and Huallance, thereby making a complete circuit of the
thern part of the Cordillera Blanca.

By now most of us had to return to the States. Sowles, Walton

kgg Hoppenon remained and climbed the South Peak of Huascaran

»200 feet) the highest mountain in Peru.

It was a grand trip!!!

i
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CUPID'S BOWER LEAN-TO

h The lean-to on Cupid's Bower Island is in ppor repair as a
/| ™3ult of the recent hurricane. Grant Yonway of the PATC will lead
{Y work trip to rebuild the lean-to on Sunday, September 18th, Since
V¢ use this shelter frequently volunteers are in order to help Grant.

T S B AT A

1y UPS AND DOWNS nedds material for the next issue., Deadline
| '8 25 September. Mail them in, peoples.

B I
GOOD LINE

B "The Mountaln Shop", 628 NE Broadway, Portland, Oregon,

EQS a small but well chosen line of mountaineering squipment. *hey
1. @ CHAMONIX ice axes and Itanian hand-made NORDICA ski-boots.
_dﬁy also have a locally-made (Canner Shoe Co.) logger's boot with
d. LD soles wnich finds wide use in the type of mountaineering
Joggountered in the Cascades and Olympics. The shop will fill mail
| "Pders, '

;HP ROPE, published by the Mountainesring Committee of the Potomac
VEpPalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
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j\°nd new subscriptions, renewals, and address changes, and make checks
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