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Anestimated 160 people were entertained
end informed by Andy Kauffman's talk on
May 26 in the District Building.

In his on inimitable style Andy took
his rapt audience to the 26,00 foot top
Of Gasherbrum I or Hidden Peak. The ac-
count of the only American first ascent of
an eight thousander was interestingly doe..
IAMented with Kodachromes which sho wed
viewers vividly the parts played by Andy,
Nick Clinch and each of the other members
cf the party - as well as providing a de-
lightful climbers-eye view of some of the
Earth's most.inaccessable corners.

The show would have been enjoyable had
a stranger given it, however, it was a
Particular pleasure to have Andy back with
us.
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The American Alpine Club's 12th annual
l'port of mountaineering accidents has re.
contly been published and is available
through Up Rope. The booklet describes 29
accidents in vivid detail and gives an an-

of each. A statistical breakdown of
accidents is given by age, party size, ex-
Perience, immediate and contributory cause
and geographic region. The booklet also
describes the capability gradations es-
tablished by the Appalachian Mountain Club
t? deal with leadership qualifications
wlthin their organization. Reports are
?.Alrailable from the Editor or from the
.cnsiness Manager for twenty-five cents. •
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Since I saw Chuck Wilts testing his
knife blade pitons on California's Mt.
Pacifico and read his subsequent article
in the Sierra Club Bulletin, 195L1* I
have hoped that someone would produ ce
this item commercially. Because the op-
eration involves grinding and tempering
a very strong chrome -molybdenym alloy
steel, the manufacture is more critical
than that of the conventional larger
wrought iron or low carbon steel pitons.
After all, men's lives may depend on the
quality control in this postage stamp-
sized device. We are therefore fortunate
that Ropy Holubar has used his engineering
approach to the problem and now markets
the piton at a reasonable price. Cracks
less than 1/32" wide in good rock may be
used with the knife blade piton, and in
poor rock can often provide better pro-
tection than conventional sizes because
of less disturbance of rock structure.

Another new item, again by Holubar, is
a carabiner brake bar for the Bedayn dur-
al carabiner. The brake bar for steel
carabiners has been available though in
the U.S. as sort of a curiosity, for
quite a while. It is an improvement over
the ctossed carabiners, or the piton ham-
mer crossed carabiner described in Mariner's
Neuzeitliche Bergrettungstechnik, an im-
portant reference for mountain rescue
teams. By use of the carabiner brake bar,
one can control descent of a helpless
person or of a litter from the bottom or
top of a rappel or overhang. Also, an
active climber can rappel without con-

(see page two)
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