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COMING EVENTS 
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, Sunday , -- ROCKCLIMBING MEETING, 6:30p.m., Cabin John Field 
House -- ·be sure to eat supper first. Turn right at the 

·, Recreational center just beyond the Cabin John Bridge. 
Gil Blinn will show his Mt. Ranier slides and Florence 
Meigs will .ta~e us on a back packing trip through Olympic 
National Park. We hope to do some folk dancing afterwards, 
so if you have any favorite records, bring them. 

.HERZOG ISIAND, Maryland .. ~ .. If anyone has a boat, bring it 
along for the short ferry across from Carderock. 

E(:HO CLIFFS, Virginia. 

THE HERMITAGE, Pennsylvania. If you plan to go on all or 
part of this trip, call ]3ob Adams at Cherry 8- L52.1. We will 
hike if the weather is too cold to climb., 

.EQUIFMENT MEETING 

On December 2", at PATC Headquarters, Art Lembeck discussed eq-uipment for 
hiking, climbing and camping, and if you think you alreaqy know everything, 
you should have been .there~ He showed us everything from tents . and sleeping bags 
down to the new parkas made of ventile cloth. This material swells when it 
gets wet, but yet is vapor permeable. We even saw some11 gum11 rubber soles in 
vibram roccia. Art is Equipment Chairman for the PATC, and if you don' t"know~ 
ask h~, -- he does. 

The Mountaineering Committee meets each Sunday at 8 a.mo at Howard Johnsons, 
Western and Wisconsin Avenues. Be there ear~ if you plan to have breakfast 
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with us but don't telephone the .restaurant. t , 
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ROCK CLIMB1RS MEETING 

On Tuesday evening, December 1st, the climbers, snug in the Glascocks' 
living room spent a year in Antarctica with Harry Francis of the National 
Science Foundation watching Seabees and penguins, observing scientific 
research, and shoveling snow. As "logistics officer" for ou~--Antarctic research 
staff, Harry has wintered over at Little America (during the IGY) and is sched
uled to return there next year. 

We flew to Little America via New Zealand, with a brief glance at the 
New Zealand Alps, and the Naval Air Facility at McMurdo Sound, where we traded 
our wheeled plane for one on skis. At lV!cMurdo Sound we saw the huts of Shackleton 
and Scott, destined to be restored as historical monuments, and went on to 
Little America on the Ross Ice Shelf; pausing briefly to visit a scientific 
"traverse pa r ty" making a L month Seismic sounding trip across the ice farther 
inland. 

At Little America, we inspected_. the eqU;i,Pment and vehicles outside, and 
f inally found the front door to the building complex, still partly buried under 
the previous winter l s snow:. Ins:Loe, we yisited the cramped quarters and ~he 
mess hall• We looked ·over ·r,he bj,ologist! -5 shoulder·; .kibitzed . a four day 
monopoly game, and got acq;lainted with the weather reporting r~dio service 
(one of Little America 1 s prime f11nctions) and :the -ham sta tion;:which would be 
the ears and voic~ to }}orne during the,. ~ail~les9 winter.·:--.. -

: ;. •. ' • · . ; , I I " • • · • • • • ' , _; ._, ' 

· 'Th~n, : t he ~~~v-~rs:eparty- . returnedfr~rr{ -_its- summ~ t~~k~ :\he last ship 
left for home, ahd, ' or\.e d~y, ' tli.e sun went down for good, leaving us with the long 
winter night . to decode the data .trom the surmners s.tudies and endless hours to kill 
in more Monopoly _ 9.!. briqge Qr' pok~~ J .. ma}f),ng th.e quarters mqre : habitable, or · 
perhapseven a 11 dratnatic'r show~ The · temperature outside went to 100 below, and 
the only people who went out were the auro~a . specialist and those detailed to 
dig out oil drums to refuel our power plant~ · _. _ ' 

\l]e scarcely noticed that the s 1zy was . . growing brighter, , and then some
one noticed that ''t!le sun had snea.ked over th_e horizon.· lt paU$ed a moment and 
then slid down ag.i:in, but winter was over~ A. few weeks iater •the word came, 
"Your replacement is coming in." We grabbed the bag that had been ready under 
the bunk for months and headed for the airstrip. 

Harry Francis is a fine photographer a_nd the audience was entranced. 
We saw his Karakoram slides several years ago -- perhaps we'll be fortunate 
enough to see his Alskr n pictures some time next year before his return to 
Antarctica. 

"Blondie" Worrell 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

John Christian writes that he plans to go to Europe this summer, and 
John Ackerman, that he is certainly enjoying that first year at college. He' 11 
be home for Christmas so we will see him then. 

Chairman Bob Adams tells us that Blondie has now climbed Herbie's Horror., 
and maybe now it will be as popular as the Spiderwalk. 



Volume XV Number 1 UP II.OPE December 1959 

Letters to theeditor continued: 

Editor, UP ROPE, 

Reference: Quote from Chuck's Article in November "UP ROPE": II Good Heavens 
didn 1 t the other two know about his .·coffee? Ed." 

'Yeah, we knew about his cofree when we signed him on as expedition cook 
but we do not car~ coffee on our trips. 

·What you might even more appropriately have mentioned are those rrifssh,apert 
; horrors that Chuck likes to ingest iri lieu of food. For legal reasons I will. ' 
·here refer to them as "SKinny Janii3ses 11 • They are alleged to belong to the 
sausage eoous. They are sold in beer parlors for the purpose of making folks 
drink more· beer~ · If you eat'· them· without the beer chaser your throat becomes a: 
livid, aching tube, holes are burned in your stomach and scar t±ssue eventually ' 
fills yoti.r ·intestines .. They are idehtical in appearance with Pittsburgh stogies 
but taste worse. None of us has ' tried smoking one • . Donald, ·of all people, 
developed quite a fondness for the miserable things. . .. . 

The opinions expressed here are those of the writer; I' 11 bet he · has : · -' 
lots of company in them. , . : _ 

! .·:·j _ - - -~ 

- .. , ·. Respect£U?-ly; ' ,· : ·, ' '! . 

· · j .l ' · · Peter · 
:--.. ··.;' : , .. ;-- ~~ - - >- ·-;_; =-~ ~ ~;~~i_,-~_ 

' "'Mary Vihc'ett sends; in · this ' poem · ~hi6h ·is self Explanato~. · Thij:f;!llont·, ·s c: ,; c · 
I believe irs the ; scene of actioi'f~ ·, >· · · '· · · ·· ., ... :o;--.c,, , 

l ' . . ~ ; . . 

· - ~ .. -~I :r · . : . -~-
: ..... r ~ i_; ·. ;-_ .. : ' 

.i·· :.. ... · .... 

· c: !AFTER COHING OFF A ' CLD1.B 
- - ~ : -~ ' · FOR . THE · FIFTH · TJllf1E 

Clifubs that 'I ;would -approach queasily 
'· Th~y- - ne~otiate ·-so· ·easily 

Going( up 1 the center ' route 
Using ;footholds quite minute. 
Why is it that gravity · 
Has a stronger pull on me? 

The face that they · climb breezily ·· 
L find on close inspection ' 
Has, al;ss, at least for me ·_ 

· A much too · smooth complexion~ 
For I require, · in fact, demand 
a platform upon which to stand 
And bucket holds for either hand. 

. < ... 

· Mary Vincett 

, . ·.·. 

EDITOR: Betty Johnson . ~~o~ Jeni~er st .• N\4 , 112), Wa sh~ i5 :nq 

BUSINESS MANAGER: .Jake Haun -- Woodstock, Virg~ia 

.. - . ; . ;t : '-~ 

Make checks payable to Jacob Haun.t Jr., and send to UP ROPE, 1916 Sunderland Place, 
Washington 6, D.C. $1.00 for 12 issues 
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Several of us decided that the time had come for another trip to 
Schoolhouse, so ~e~e, it , is, ],95~ styie~ , 

. I ; : . .-. · ~.- ! \ ·,. 

. . 

;1 :-,:<: ,-;.· .. <J · ., - It was ' a dark ~rid _chilly Thanksgi;ing Night as we siithered up 
the muddy road toward Schoolhouse Cave; four Adamses and the dog in a car piled 
high with ropes'· food,, a!}d duffel,. J;. Welcome sight greeted US at t~~ r ;l.,CJ.St bend, 

1u(J s:L:. ; Joe · Fa-int's .famti'iar gray flymout}1. vJe anno'unced our.' atri\Ta.1 in good ,;·()ice and 
.. ~ •>: heard: J·oe.' s · ·sepu~c!l~a;r 1-_~P,lY frpm :the depths of the cave, Soon a smal~ ~flickering 

-, Jight emerged ~r.·9~ the d~!~n~ess$ then we all set to wo:r-k rnonng _.the equipment in
:.: :Lc. to. t he Sleeping ~OOIJ.l ,< 1\$,- t h.e fiJ:'St ; to a_rrive we selected the level area : at 

G 0·j!f'. the back' -for o~ P+~e:pwg, 'Qa,g~, - fixed a cup of bouillon:, and turrted ·in. Sleep 
y.IJ•(f;, c.ame w:ithtdiffi?ult;Y.', .. ' I:().~ ., the n~ght "Ja~ filled with ·strange clattering and 

<~:::; t•>; .i scr atch±rig .noises• ··_A 'fla~hlig}lt.rev:eal:d that F:r-isky was checking on the rat 
. situat:l6n:. '' \rJe -ha d ' no objection to :that, but what if she should slide over the 
edge into the Entrance Room 'in the dark? vJorry, worry L Apparently, though, 
dogs really ~an se,e _in _the Q.ar).<. ; Frisky lived in the cave some 72· hours, most 

- of the ' time by herself, without mishap or apparent loss of m6rale. ' ·· 

Bright and early in the morning Chuck Wettling and Jim Shipley came 
breezin:g ' i h; ha ving spent a healthful night outside in the tent. After what 

.:· seemed hours of cooking and getting organized, we set off after tbem for the 
Jumping-Off Place w~ tn E?~gh1; or )ten r.opes '.and the usual :small pac:ks: ot .lunch, 

~Jwalt'er;, carb:Ld'e/ and matches. Once down the first rappel' we encountered a real 
caver, Tom Pierc e, who for lack of better employment was bus.y with a wire brush 
cleaning off the "fool's names" which· Hoft: appear in public places". 1tJe were 
most fortunate to have run~ into Tom, for we persuaded him to lead us up the dirt 
face to the Judgement Seat, our ·objective for the first day. The last vertical 
pitch is a bit unnervi:pg _to .rock climbers, providedas 'it is with loose and 
crumbly holds for both hands and .' fe?:\i-.T: Thanks •'to Tom·; all eight of us arrived ·z., 
without incident on top of that Jq.rge .e.nd corhfortab~e ·' chockstone, where we had 
lunch and watched Tom polish oJ;f ,a , few. more ·:riames. ·· tt ·was then 5 o'clock, and 
not wishing to be late for ·· dinner, .we edged ·off the Judgement Seat and headed 
for camp. It had been a short day,. but some of us dragged perceptibly going up 
the wire ladoer Sayre Rodm8n had obligingly left for us on the Mud Slope. 

It was lonesome "~gainthat .night, Chuck and JJ..m having gone outside to 
sleep. Alan Talbert and Sam Goldin, arrived about midnight, we were told, and 
Betty Johnson and Art Andraitis ab9ut 3 a.m. (Where can you go folk dancing 
in West Virginia?)* 'VJe were imp9lite enough not to get up and fix them a 
bedtime snack, but we did let them know when it was time to get up the next 
morning. .,· .. 

We were away again about noon on Saturday; Chuck, Jim, Joe, Sam, and 
the Adamses ;in one party: Betty, Alan, and Art in the other. Those of us in 
the first group were determined to go all the way to the back of the cave. 
We reached the Judgement Seat in very good time: . Jim and _:Joe, John and . I : 't(Y: . 
the Angel's Roost; Chuck, Sam, Kate, ;lnd Bobby. v~a the d1rt slope. Then we 
scrambled up to the ehtTarice to the Hodag Room, where we had lunch in clps~ .. , ., 
quarters and high spirits. We scooted across the Hodag Room : in rapid $Ud~ ·~~:$,ion 

; . : ' . .• . ' . ' . . i .. . ... : . I_ ' ~ •• :: :-~ \ .: ! I . 

. : .. ·. : -·· • . . . . r·i . 

,, ) ,_ ; -~ -:r ·'' ·:Nlo· :fto'oJI.d.rtif! .. L. ·It was r a :lning" a nd dark acii the cave .was hard to find. Ed.·· · 
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·~nd rappeted into the Thunderbolt Ro.om~ . This is wh:ere progress ground to a halt. 
Chuck was the on}y rnf.'lmber of the party'. who hc:td ever been that far, and that in 
195L. At his suggestion we rappeled 2'0 feet into a large circular wall on our' 
right called the Avalanche Pit~ From here a window looks into the depths of the 
Th~m?ez:bolt .Room, and an ancient wire ladder ~ in an advanced state o:t decay po:i,nta 
the way do~. · .We made up a long rope ladde:~•and dropped .it over the side, but it 

~;;--, lacked Lo or 50 .'.feet of .reaching · the bot torn • . : ·A long conference ens'ued, after 
. ~ - : which Jtni 'climbed ,back _ out of the Avalanche Pit and rappeled from t~ chock stone 
'· Ul into ~h:e · .Tl1urid~:r:bol t Ro.om. ~ Once down ~e was able ,to arrange the rope ·u dci er . so 

·~fi .tliat L ~·· ~0-.foot ¢.~imb brought him back to w~ere we s;te>Od;. We had:·'b'een_ trying to 
·reach: the oottomof the PenQ.u.lum Pit, which is· best -left as an exerdi~e· for ' the 
studeht~ · ·· ·· · · · · 

. .· Leaving ~ate and Bobby at. the tbp of the Avq.ianche ·Piti five of'' \fef' ·· 
foll6wed Jim down . in to the Thunderbolt Ro'om again~ . Chuck led down on·e di±o't ., 
face a:nd up arioth~r one, I1Sar1y verti cal apd quite exposed. After: ·this l4~. crawled 

c<, up· a; winding passage between fallen ·'rocks; · suddep]y en:¥3rging int~ 'the opeil .:on 
what ' seemed. ve:ry,_l,ike .. a : II $1,1mmit ridge". ; .. It was good to stand on .: large 'b'dtilders 

··witli ·the ··spacious · Great Gallety ahead ' There even seen ed to be a breath of 
fresh air, and one could see it was a fine clear night, w.itli ,·thousands bf stara 
about to break t~:ro~gh a high · thin ov~rc:ast • . ' T~enwe carne . to, .the iast' cli~,t - 'Wall¢ 

. where the _sign say13, "P~y Your .Gas Bill,s Her·e11 ~- . Af? we s.ign~d the register, Smn 
t.~ngenerotisly di(5tr;il:uited H ershey bars tb all hands, somewhat ·in, the na.nri:er of 

l:?aul -Pet'zC?:tdt~ wfi,o is ,said to pro'dilce; cans of' beer at . tl:le . S1,UI1Illit of ili'e Grand . 
. Teton. , ·· · · · · · · 

The return trip was uneventual. We overtook Betty, Alan, and Art .:at th~ 
Nick of Time• Lacking a ladder, Chuck led up the Mu<;l Slope ~n filme style ,(and ' 
brought ·11 tired people .out o.f: :the .c.ave in r'emarkably good, tine.. ·. The last man·· 
~~s .,over the · edge at 6:30 S].lnday morning. · Then we ate a . pig pot of stew arid ,_· .. · · 
dl;>opped exhausted into the sack~ All but Jim Shipley, who was 13till performirig ' 
gymna.st:ics and expounding the :'J1leory that one hour's s,l.eep is plenty when the · 
light went: out• · · · -. . , -~ . , 

Rob~rt J • . Adams 
. ·j: 

. . . . · ··. · . . ,\_ · · C · - · . · 1 -· ~ ;-· . · : · · - · 1 ' : ' • • 

· · . 'Wniie the majority of "our gang';- was· cavorting about the upper level the 
intrepid trio of Talbert, Johnson, and Andraitis, ~ chose the lower passag~. After 
a cursory run over the Pancakes and througl1 . the Sa,pd Room and Dome· Room .· ~t was . 

'· .. -apparent that Jacobs Ladqer and the Enttartc e ' ~o,~m ,.r .eally did. not meet. Thwart~p . 
~; ,· in · thei'r attempt to sneak back early' · af~er :a:n ~?l.W }rip, their attention was di~ 

v:erted t-o rthe Ribfiddle and the nwsterioris dripp.':(::ariyon • .• Slipping through the· ·. 
R:ibfiddJe, fu.opping <;l<?:W~ Bennet.ts Well into -'the ' depths of the Grind Caeyon went 
our. heroes - leaving a rope of course for the. ww. ,., o\lt .,is -quite tricky. Once ~, .. ,, 
the Grind Canyon it became apparent that 'it w~~ .,aP,;tf:l;r named- very narrow ·and · ·' 1

,.: 

· . ~ortuous .- Tentative -~plora. t.ions to the west ,:tound that end of. ·the Canyon -il,l . ·· 
just a . few yar:ds. Side-slipping and · crawling ·· on his little old belly,- Ala:n· .·. · 
managed'''to )l'egotiate 300 or so feet to the east - the end was not reached. How
ever, since Ala~s moral support was stuck on his belly, about 200 feet back he 
decided to retu;rn • . pespite lost pieces of skin, ripped pants and parkas all o:C 
our heroes made' 'it 'back safely .. 

Result: No large room found and further crews are advised to take .little 
people and bat chasers. In spite of some talk, w:e .don't . th:i:nk it necessary for · 
the Morals Committee to investigate. 

.Art Andraitis 
I· ' . 
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THOUGHTS ON DESCENDING INTO SCHOOLHOUSE CAVE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 

December 1959 

For weeks I had resisted. Crawling through tortuous spi~ passages 
lubricated with ic.Y water and clay did not appeal to rnlf craving for the caviare 
life. Glissading down a mud slope; it sounded revolting and a trifle obscene. 
I am all for the salubrious bourgeois life and care not for the mur~, miserable 
caves, and yet they kept on persuading me, coaxing me, wheedling me; preferring 
me helmets, lamps, carbide, sleeping bags, bl2nkets, air mattresses. (No, not 
air mattresses - the cads.) Strangely, uncannily, I succumbed- bedevilled? 
My Thanksgiving Day weekend and I was petrified; so scared. 

T1was at the very witching time of night when the gnome~~and the harpy~~ 
descended through the mouth and up the gullet of this monstrous, petrified 
whale, stranded in some ancient pleistocene age and silted over with the carnage 
and catabolism of the centuries. Enshrouded in a veil of their own congealed 
breath, they met the main body of their party already cocooned for the night in 
the ante-chamber. 

Many sleepless hours later (no air mattress - curses), I stood on the 
lip of the jumping off place staring into the Stygian darkness. I do not intend 
to give a description of my journey to the very end of the Great Gallery - and 
back, but instead to drop a lew choice thoughts of rnlf impressions. (That b •••••• 
editor; what an assignment.)" 

As Alan and I decided, one has to be prepared to sacrifice comfort for 
the sake of adventure and I suppose the Tom Sawyer in us never grows old, only 
infirm. Climbing in this cave is an adventure especially to my untutored eyes, 
but if I ever return I would like to be less intent on reaching the very end of 
the cave and would prefer to have more leisure to get off the beaten track, if 
that is possible. There are one or two suggestive shadows which aroused my 
curiosity. To explore unknown ground is very exciting for some of us. I suppose 
it is the urgings of an intense but disguised ambition that spurs us on. We 
wish to conquer - f ear? giants? We desire the fame in posteri~ of giving our 
name to some spot - stature? immortality? 

The cave to me has its own particular form of beau~ and I was particularly 
impressed by the Thunderbolt Room and the Great Gallery. The immensity, the chaos, 
the curious and intriguing forms - all so very awsome and one feels perhaps more 

than one does in climbing above ground that one is intimately in contact, at grips 
with a nature that presents a challenge and a rich reward too. 

Finally one cannot help but be impressed by the first explorers of the cave. 
Those climbers who went down the mud slope for the first time in the early 
forties and then up to the top of the Judgment Seat have all my respect and 
admiration. 

Sam Goldin 

1~ (1-Jho else but Alan and Sam.) Ed. 

~:- (The word l eft out by Sam is undoubtedly blasted. Ed.) 
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