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SOME NOTES ON SENECA ROCKS

Durinz our lest trip to Seneca Rocks on November 11-13 Mr.
Harper discussed the past znd future of this favorite climbing
srea. Mr. Harper is one of the owners of Seneca Rocks end a long
time resident. His fsmily lived at Mouth of Senecs before the
Civil Wer. As & boy he lesrned from his grandmother of the 22nd
Georglis Regiment that wintered there during the esrly yesrs of
the wer. Sheltered only in mskeshift lesan-tos, built of reils
teken from s rail fence, some of the troops did not survive the
winter and sre buried in an old slave cemetery on a hill above
the town. Men of this regiment tried without success to resch
South Pesk.

Mr. Hsrper remembered stories his grandmother told of
unsuccessful attempts to reach South Pesk. As he became older
his interest incregsed and he begsn to search for a possible route
to the top. After numerous attempts he finslly found what we call
the "0ld Ladies Route" end was able to reach his objective. To his
knowledge he was the first to reach South Pesk.

Years leter a civil engineer and experienced mountain clim-
ber named Bittinger spent considerable time in the srea while making
meps for the Psrk Service. He becsme interested in Senece Rocks and
may be the unknown "D B Sept-16, 1908" whose initisls were found
when Psul Bradt, Don Hubbard sand Sam Moore first resched South
Pesok e : o

During 1942 end 1943 Seneca Rocks served as a training sres
for mountein troops of the U.S. Army. Many of these troops later
took part in the storming of the Alps in Itsly. It is reported that
the officer who wass in charge of the tralning progrem et Seneca
was killed during the ssssult.

West Virginia has plens to scquire Senecs Rocks end develop
the area for s state park. According to rumors there will be a new
road, bridge, snd s camping area. Flood lights may be used to
illuminste the rocks at night as o tourist attresction. The state
probably will be csreful to maintsin the scenic vslue and natursl
besuty of the rocks. We hope any development of Seneca Rocks as 2,
tourist site will not interfere with continued use of the ares by
climbing groups.

¥ Rock_Climbing on Seneca by John C. Reed, P A T C Bulletin, B
April, 1055 |

Harold Kremer, Bob Mole
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ANNU AL BUSINESS MEETING - NEW_OFFICERS

Bob Adams presided at the Annual Mountd neering Committee
Business Meeting on Sunday, January 29. The main order of business
was the election of new officers. By unanimous vote Harold Kramer
was elected Chairman of the Mountsaineering Committee of the PATC
and Alen Telbert was elected Vice-Chairman.

The duties of the Chairman have slways seemed to be some-
what nebulous but we wish to thank Bob Adems and Bob Mole for
leading us through the past yesr. However, one of the dutles of
the Chairman, as was discovered to everyone's delight at the
Annual Meeting, is to keep the sssorted real property of the
Mountaineering Committee. These symbols of office, not quite the
scepter snd orb of the British monsarch, include one beerutiful
conch shell horn, one 5-gallon jerry can (slightly rusty), 4 ropes
of verying length and reliability, 1 incomplete first =id kit, ond
geveral slings snd cersbiners. We wish the new officers well end
hope the retired officers enjoyed their office as much ns we
enjoyed their lerdership.

NEW PROGRAM CHATRMAN

AMong with other changes of office, a common occurrence
in Washington these days, "Blondie" Worrell has been named our
new Progrsm Chairmsn. She would appreciate any ideas for slide
shows or telks snd eny suggestions for possible meeting places.
Her address is 1912 Tadcester Rosd, Bal timore 28, Marylsnd.

UP ROPE STAFF

UP ROPE gains a new editor snd stoff with this issue.
We wish to extend our warmest thanks to Betty Johnson for her
outstanding work es edlitor. UP ROPE, =as we understsnd the
story, was never really expected to lsst more than o few months
when it wes sterted seventeen years ago in November, 1944. We
think that its continued exlstence has in large pert been due
to the spirit of editors like Betty.

FDITOR: Hardy Hergreaves

BUSINESS MMNAGER: Continue to send one doller for 12 issues to
Hardy Hergreaves at the Club House, 1916
Sunderl snd Plece, N.W., Washington, D.C.

PRINTERS DEVILS: Carmen Torrey, Alice Lane, Chuck Wettling,
Joe Nolte, Al Barbour.



