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CIRQUE OF THE TOWERS 

by Stan Halpin 

Cur t Hobley on Pingora - photo by · J ames Eakin 

A trip like this has as many 
beginnings as there are people 
involved. For me, it began in the 
summer of '78 in a tent in the 
Cascades. With no better way to 

l
ass the rainy days, I read the 
onney guide to the Wind River 
ange in Wyoming, noting with 
articular interest the comment 
bout frequent afternoon thunder

~ torms. When you're sitting in . 
constant rain, afternoon 

thunderstopms (implying dry morn-

Stan led this trip to the Wind 
River Range, July 19 to August 12, 
1979. 

ings) sound good! Also 
intriguing was the apparent abun
dance of outfitters available to 
pack gear into camp. 

Curt Mobley, Ann Kruse, 
James Eakin, and Linda Roubik were 
early recuits. Through the fall 
and winter, a series of letters 
and discussions led to the point 
where we had a place, a date, a 
pack outfit, and a full complement 
of climbers. Neil Arsenault, 
Betsy and Paul Guthrie, Jeff Grove, 
Ryan Pierson, and Vivian Menden
hall joined the earlier list. 

(continued on next page) 
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CIRQUE OF THE TOWERS (continued) 

Time limitations and rising 
gas prices cut into the number 
of vehicles available, and my 
van turned out to be the only 
one making the trip from the 
East. James, Linda, and I left 
Rockville at 8pm July 19 and 
drove straight through to Big 
Sandy Lodge, arriving midafter
noon on the 21st. (No ga·s pro
blems on the way, plenty of 
24hr stations.) We unloaded 
the hundreds of pounds of cargo, 
left James zonked out in his tent, 
and drove to Rock Springs to 
pick up Jeff, Ryan, and Vivian, 
who flew in from D.C. via Denver. 
A four-hour round trip but trivial 
after the drive out~ . Curt and 
Ann rolled in from ' Seattle about 
9:30pm. 

Sunday morning was spent 
sorting gear. Curt, Ann, and 
James left about noon to walk 
to our camp at Lonesome Lake. 
Jeff, Vivian, and Ryan left 
later at a more leisurely pace 
to go part way in. Linda and 
I stayed to help the packers make 
make up loads for the horses 
(total of 900 pounds), then hiked 
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to a nearby high spot for 
pictures. Monday morning the 
horses carried their loads in seven 
miles to the end of the easy trail. 
We all spent the next couple of 
days carrying loads over the steep, 
rocky tral.f .from the equipment 
dump to our camp. 

Wednesday finally saw the 
first climbing when Curt and James 
did the normal route on Pingora 
(5.4), and Linda and I carried 
light loads back from the equip
ment dump, taking the scenic route 
up the backside of Mitchell (Class 
3 with some unprotected Class 5 
thrown in as a reward for poor 
route finding). 

We then settled into a rou
tine of climbing and resting, 
both very· pleasant. Life in camp 
was comfortable, even luxurious. 
Approximately 2/3 -of the food was 
in the group stock. Neil , did a 
go?d job st~:I~PJyiT1g~~ya:r:i~ty of 
ma1n courses ana .aesserts from 
available freeze-dried foods. The 
rest of the food, and snacks, were 
individually supplied and ranged 
from more freeze-dried, to canned, 

(concluded on page 4) 
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MOUNTAINEERING SECTION ACTIVITIES 

The MS holds meetings at PATC headquarters (1718 N Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C.) the second Wednesday of each month except 
August. There is a brief business session followed by a slide show, 
film, or other form of entertainment. Sunday trips to nearby climbing 
areas and/or weekend trips to more distant areas are sponsored every 
weekend. Check the climber's calendar for scheduled trips. 

Beginning and intermediate training are offered once a month. 
Anyone is welcome to participate in MS activities, although some 
restrictions may be placed on participation in club trips. The Sunday 
trips are usually to areas where there is a complete range of top rope 
climbs. However, we ask that you have some experience or training 
prior to the trip. The weekend trips are usually for lead climbers only, 
and you are expected to find your own climbing partner. For 
information on training , call Rick Todd, 431-2236. 
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