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For the past year, James Eakin has collected, researched and personally verified
information about elimbing eliffs and climbs in the Potomac Gorge before putting it
all into the first Climber's Guidebook to the Great Falls of the Potomac. To show its
appreciation to fellow member and climber James, the Mountaineering Section made him
a life member and sent the following letter:

"Dear James: On behalf of the PATC Mountaineering Section, it is my great pleasure
to announce that at the regular meeting on May 8, 1985, the Section approved,
unanimously, a motion to award you with Life Membership in the Section. The motion,
offered by Chairman Tom Russell, recognized your many years of contribution to the
club, including serving as an officer, trip leader and guidebook author. Your
generous offer to donate your share of the proceeds of the Great Falls guidebook
sales to the Mountaineering Section will establish a secure foundation upon whieh the
club can grow. We have been fortunate to enjoy the benefits of your leadership and
commi tment to the club over the past years, and hope that as a Life Member, you will
continue to share in our activities. Safe climbing s/Stuart Pregnall, Vice Chairman."

Notjce: Since UP ROPE did not appear in May, this double issue is numbered 5/6.

Report on May Section meeting

Tom Russell chaired the regular meeting on May 8 and invited members to attend the
next Executive Committee meeting in Gaithersburg on June 5, He informed the member-
ship of the details of the arrangements with the PATC to print the Climber's Guide to
Great Falls,

Paul Torelli, chairman for Programs and Entertainment, reported on some progrem
changes (see Climber's Calendar on back page). Harold Goldstein reported on the work
done at Carderock and announced a work trip for May 12 for moving rocks and trying to
shore up the river bank.

Dave Atkinson, Treasurer, reported that the current balance of approximately $1,000
would probably increase to $1,200 after receipt of additional dues. Stuart Pregnall
announced the climber's calendar.

There was no old business. Charlie Dorian moved that James Eakin be made a life
member of the Section in appreciation of his work on the Climber's Guide to Great
Falls. The motion was seconded and approved. Meeting was adjourned at 8:80 pm for a
program on climbing in the Pamirs by Randy Starrett and William Garner. Pete Grant
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PUBLICATICONS AND MAPS

The Selkirks-Nelson's Mountains, by J. F. Garden, Published by Footprint Publishing
Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 1830, Revelstoke BC VOE 2S0; tel.: 604-837-3337; C$29.95.

Organization of an Alaskan Expedition, by Boyd N. Everett Jr., published by R. J.
Secor and available from Gorak Books, P.O. Box 5411, Pasadena CA 91107; $9.95.
The book covers route planning, glacier flying regulations, weather, equipment for
some 190 elimbs in Alaska.

Mountain Odyssey in Southern Africa, by David Coulson and James Clarke, 1984,
published by Macmillan, P.O, Box 31487, 2017 Braamfontein, South Africa; price
R29.95, Travel from Table Mountain to the Chimanimani Mountains of Zimbabwe to the
sand dunes of Namibia is illustrated generously with explaining text.

Mountaineering and Skiing Books

Catalog available from Michael Chessler, 90 Hudson Street, New York NY 10013; tel.:
212-219-1696, Carries hard-to-find single and collector's editions as well as newer
works .,

e

Available from Bill Stewart, 119 Brandview, Ann Arbor MI 48103; tel.: 313-665-5073,
Full set of 43 maps, priced at $7.50 a map. Partial sections available,

Sources of U,S, Government Maps
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. Dept. of Commerce,
Office of Program Development and Management, National Ocean Survey, Washington
Science Center, rm 101 C5, Rockville MD 20852; tel.: 301-443-8005,

World maps of various sizes, scales, polar regions;

U.S. maps incl, relief areas, historical,

» U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Distribution Section, 1200 S Eads
Street, Arlington VA 22202; tel.: 703-557-2751,
World maps, Antarctic, satellite image maps, topographic sheets.

e s U.S. Dept. of Defense, DDCP, Office of Distribution
Services, Hydrographic/Topographie Center, 6500 Brooks Lane, Washington DC 20315;
tel,: 202-227-2534.

Catalog of Maps, Charts and Related Products: Part 1 Aerospace products
(aeronautical charts, flight information publications, weather plotting charts); Part
2 Hydrographic Products; Part 3 Topographic Products; Part 4 World (Small and medium
scale maps). Some maps are available, also gazetteers of various countries.



June 1985 UP ROPE Page 3

HANGING AROUND
Delayed Trip Reports
to i 984
Well, the little man was so drippy and dirty that we decided to push through
the mist up to Big Stony Man. It wasn't any better there but we made the most

of it bouldering and a little bit of top roping: Paul Torelli, Tom Russell,
Anne Baron, Paul Guthrie. One climb was named the " Baron Spread." Joe Wagner

Great Falls VA, July 8, 1984

We climbed Juliet's Balcony, Romeo's Ladder, Delivery Room, Looks at Oyster
bolt Ladder (Paul), Juliet's Descent, Pride (John), Prejudice, Better Pride and
Prejudice, Lichen Wall and Chimney: Joe Wagner, John Christian, Lee and Ron
Collyer, ‘Bob Blackburn, Aron Brodsky, Paul Torelli and Bill Dombrow, Bill
Skinner. - "

oa [0) er 4, 1984
The following elimbed: Nori Gessler, Lee Porter, Ed and Clair Cunmings, Stuart
Pregnall, Gary Beil, Peter Pernyn, Karen Roussell, Paul Torelli, James Eakin
and Jimmy Wagner. And, yes-- it was Ed's ** birthday. And Jimmy did a 5.7.

ear' e e d eriences and es

Shawangunks, April 5-7
Despite emphatic reports of wet weather, Karen, Genny and I travelled north for
the Gunks Friday evening to spend Easter weekend climbing.

By seven am I was forced to accept that a few forecasters do have some
professional success in interpreting their tea leaves. Even Genny refused to
remain out in the deluge, and judging by the number of slamming car doors, most
of the fresh air sleepers were finding it a bit too damp for their liking as
well. We retreated to a leisurely breakfast at the Plaza and waited for the
sun to break out,

Obliging us by eleven, the sun quickly dried the rocks. We managed to queue up
and complete a couple of routes, ineluding Minty and Baby. Karen discovered
that Tom Patey's definition of a foot jam (a climber with her foot caught in a
crack) to be fairly accurate as she learned to cope with off width,

A brief film on climbing (Tony Yaniro, Jim Erikson, John Gill, Warren Harding,
et al) and slide show on the Mohonk Preserve's abundant plant and animal life
by Dr. Carl Beard concluded the day.

Sunday was clear and cool. We fiddled with Arch (according to James Eakin,
guidebook author--"a route to climb, tick off the list, and never go back to!")
and Jackie before succumbing to time demands.

Other DC area climbers spotted along the Carriage Road included Bill and Toni
Delano. Sallie Greenwood, Parker Hill and Larry Gibe.
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Basic Climbing Course, Carderock, April 13

Thirteen students showed up to take the basie climbing course organized by John
Teasdale... the first class held for some time. After a couple of hours on
learning the ropes (really...climbing ropes and knots were part of the
instruction), the students learned how to rappel and apply fundeamental
techniques.

After more than five hours working ouf, some felt a bit tired and the course
was brought to a halt, A successful day in spite of the unusually large group.
Pete Grant, Helen Grant Instructors.

Great Falls VA, April 21

Those of us unable to rise early enough to meet for a trip to Old Rag went to
Great Falls. Karen, Genny and I met Ed, Clair, Edgar and Cedric on their way
home, and then met Gary Beil, Lee Porter, Nori, Jim and Mackie Gessler on their
way home. Who says we're always late? We also ran across Bob Wills from
Baltimore who had just retired from a two-week ice climbing trip to Calgary.
Everyone did get some climbing done.

Note: The park was so crowded, the NPS was turning people away at the entrance.
Climbers would do well to get there early if they intend to eclimb on weekends.
Stuart Pregnall,

Shawangunks, April 27

One more trip to Land of the Gunks Buckets, Saturday was spectacular and the
great weather spurred leading achievements from Tom Russell (Bunny), Ian
Cruickshank (Andrew) and Ed Cummings (Jackie). Gary Beil teamed up with newly
returned DC area climber John Rowe to do Farewell to Arms, Grand Central,
Birdland and Roseland--a rather impressive Saturday. Karen and I managed to
acquit ourselves on Limelight and Wonderland.

Sunday dawned just as gloriously. Ed and Ian shared leads up Shockley's
Ceiling, Gary and John Climbed Turdland, and Karen and I swapped leads on
Cakewalk. A cool wind and chilly drizzle dampened our enthusiasm for more
climbing, so everyone turned homewards early., Stuart Pregnall

Carderock Dog Warning

Attention dogs who walk climbers. The National Park Service has determined that
dogs and climbers of the canine type are no longer welcome at Carderock. To
emphasize their animalosity, they have been handing out $30 tickets when you're
unleashed. Says Stuart P.: "Personally, I could understand ticketing Genny for
"Disturbing the Peace," but on the basis of running free seems to be unfair,"

Seneca Climbing Accident

A fatal climbing accident at Seneca Rocks WV happened on April 5. Details are
as yet unclear, but it appears that the climber failed to check his figure-
eight device before rappeling off the first piteh of The Changeling. Since it
has a rather stiff reputation as a 5.11, the climber was presumably an

experienced one. Trip coordinators take note--check and double check
everything.
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AT BASE CAVP

Alexander Smith was born this spring to fellow members Jack Smith and Raisa
Seriabine,

Karen Roussell graduated from Georgetown University Nursing School at the top of her
class this spring. She and Stuart Pregnall are about to leave for climbing and
sightseeing in Scotland.

Ed Cummings and Clair Witt, Jeff Brown, Tom Russell, and Ian Cruickshank will leave
at the end of June for Chamonix and Zermatt for higher goals.

Robert Blackburn is now in Boulder--always a good place to stop over: 1545 Harrison
Ave,, Boulder QO 80303.

Jan and Herb Conn were in town for a reunion of MS founding members.

Marcy Logan visited the Cote d'Azur and Provence--without climbing gear. June Lehman
celebrated her birthday in Greece in May.

Eric Swenson was installed Eagle Scout at formal ceremonies in May.

John Harlin visited Washington during the second weekend of June and Stuart Pregnall
took him to Carderock and Great Falls where John climbed with James Eakin and John
Gregory.

BQUIPMENT NOTES

ortable Cooke
Distribution began last month of the Rocky (tm) portable cooker which needs no
gas or electricity while cooking. Based on the dutch oven concept the pot has
to be preheated with an electric range, campfire or gas burner first but then
cooks or keeps food hot up to ten hours, thanks to a stone heating system, says
Dynatec International Inc. It sells for less than $50. For additional

information contact the company at 1820 S 3594 West, Salt Lake City UT 84104;
tel.: 800-722-7425,

Patches on Goretex

If you have a Goretex parka, the idea of sewing patches on it probably makes
you shudder: more seams to leak!, writes Keith Conover in the newsletter of the
Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group. He offers this advice: You can use Canvas-
Grip, a fabric adhesive available from caving suppliers such as Bob and Bob or
the Speleoshoppe, to safely glue patches onto Goretex., If done properly, the
patches will not come loose, even when caving. Patches should be soaked in
warm water to remove the glue backing, then dried completely. Several thin
coats of Canvas-Grip are applied to the patch and (carefully, to avoid drips)
to a patch-shaped area of the parka; a warm lamp will speed drying. When the
last coat is still wet, the pateh is placed on the parka and kept pressed in
place overnight with a heavy book. The only problem I've had is with patches
whose glue backing is not water soluble, It's difficult for the Canvas-Grip to
make a good seal with the glue's slick surface. It is possible, however, to
carefully peel enough of the glue off to get a good attachment to the Canvas-

Grip., If the glue doesn't peel easily, you might try soeaking the patch in
water and drying it first,



