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Term ends for officers, new elections in January 
On January 8, the current term for the four Section officers will end and elections
will be held. As of early December Stuart Pregnall and Pete Grant have agreed to
serve again. Tom Russell completes two terms as chairman and vice chairman and Dave
Atkinson ends three consecutive terns as treasurer. Also stepping down are Marcy
Logan as Nelson House coordinator, John Teasdale, Training chairman, and Joe Wagner
as Editor of UP ROPE.

Nominations—The committee, chaired by Clair Witt, reports that nominations have been
opened anct the following members have been named:

For Chairman Stuart Pregnall
For Vice Chairman Pete Grant
For Secretary Selma Hanel
For Treasurer Karen Roussell

Nominations remain open till January 8. Please make additional nominations to the
members of the nominating committee. Nominees must be members in good standing of
the Mountaineering Section, the candidate(s) for chairman must also be members of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.

Honors go to Hubbard, Showacre, Scoredos and Wexler 
The Section, on November 13, voted unanimously to bestow honorary membership on four
members who during their long active climbing careers contributed much to the
development of rock climbing and mountaineering, especially in the Washington area.
The recipients are Don Hubbard, Jane Showacre, Chris Scoredos and Arnold Wexler.

Don Hubbard was very active in exploratory mountaineering with about 50 first ascents
In the Canadian mountains. He designed and developed pitons (continued on page 3)

W. Virginia flood victims need help, members report on Seneca 
On November 9, Erik and Gordon Swenson left for Seneca Rocks, West Virginia.
intending to meet Tom Russell and other Section members for a weekend of climbing.
They were the only members to actually get to Seneca and it took most of the day to
do it. Following is their account of the trip and an update (continued on page 4)
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Joe Wagner, Editor  202/966-6379
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UP ROPE is published monthly, except during August, by and
for members of the Mountaineering Section of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club of Washington, D.C., Editorial con-
tributions are welcome and should be sent to Editor, Up Rope,
Mountaineering Section, PATC, 1718 N Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036 before the 20th of each month.

FR1A THE EDITDR'S CHIMNEY

There is no prescribed format for an editorial swan song and so at long last it's my
turn to be creative . This ends lily second term as editor of UP ROPE and when I went
through the old issues I was amazed to find how many others have labored diligently
to put out this newsletter (almost) every month. And while editors and their
assistants did most of the writing, editing and typing it is clear that contributions
from members, whether trip reports or expedition sagas, filled aost of the pages.
There is another group of members--at least until about 1983--who greatly helped to
get UP ROPE in the mails and to you: the mailers and circulation manager. With the
increased use of computer-generated mailing labels and first-class mailing and the
change from subscription to membership that job was greatly cut down but it still
needs being done.

It turns out that there have been six editors since I first took over from Sallie
Greenwood in May 1972 and presumably each one gave the club's publication his or her
personal touch: Maren Stewart, a first report on alpine streaking and its hazards,
and thick issues. Stevie Smith, neat layouts and editorial variety. Vivian Goldberg,
the first commercial equipment report and regular issues. Lyn Murphy, first
coeditorship with Bill DeLano, acre climbing and conservation articles and quite a
few thick issues. patti Lemon, a return to reports on meetings and cartoon humor
"Hummel" with Janet and Harold. pete Grant, cover photos, visual trickery (Santa
Claus climbing a face and not a chinney?!) and more great photos.

Here's a brief list of Section chairmen and UP ROPE editors since my last term:
Chair Editor,
Jan 1972 John Christian May 1972 Joe Wagner
Jan 1973 Neil Arsenault
Jan 1974 Joe Jensen May 1974 Waren Stewart
Jan 1975 Sallie Greenwood Jun 1975 Stevie Smith
Jan 1977 Margaret Wettling Apr 1977 Vivian Goldberg-Prunier
Sep 1977 Stan Halpin (Sep-Dec acting) Dec 1978 Bill DeLano )

Lin Murphy ) co-editors
Jan 1980 Martha Hale Jan 1980 Lin Murphy
Jan 1982 James Eakin Jan 1982 Patti Lemon

Sep 1982 Pete Grant
Jan 1983 Joe Wagner Sep 1983 Joe Wagner
Jan 1984 Charles Dorian
Jan 1985 Tom Russell
Jan 1986 ? Jan 1986 Non i Gessler

I thank members and readers for their support and hope you will show the same fine
spirit to the next editor and send her lots of copy. Good luck, Non! Joe Wagner
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Honors (cont. from p.1) (especially some of the first channel pitons) and piton
hammers and, true to his very modest self, declined to serve when elected MS
Chairman.

Jane Showacre was the first chairlady of the Mountaineering Section, and also, with
Jan Conn, did the first all-women's ascent of Devils Tower in the 1950s. She was
very active in exploratory mountaineering in the Canadian mountains.

Chris Scoredos was one of the prime climbers, starting in the 1930s in Colorado and
was very active in exploratory mountaineering in the Canadian mountains. Be was
Chairman of the Section and Editor of UP ROPE. He is still active climbing and
occasionally can be seen at Carderock offering instruction.

Arnold Wexler co-authored with Dick Leonard, a California climber, the first book on
dynamic belaying, "Delaying the Leader." This was prior to nylon ropes when a fall
statically held on manila ropes usually resulted in rope failure. He also developed
a mathematical theory for dynamic belaying which was published as "Theory of 
Delaying" in the APC Journal. Be tested (at the NBS) mountaineering equipment
developed by the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps for World War II. Be MS very active
in exploratory mountaineering, having made about 50 first ascents in the Canadian
mountains. Arnold was Chairman of the Mountaineering Section for several terms.

Most importantly, all four of these climbers had a sense of commitment to the
Mountaineering Section over an extended period of tine—on the order of 30 to 40
years each--during which they made sure new climbers were welcomed and made part of
the Section, and on Sundays naturally offered instruction to newcomers and helped
others, through dynamic belaying practice, while still maintaining their own time to
climb and forge new routes on local cliffs and at Seneca Rocks.

Some Personal Memories 
We younger (then) climbers learned a lot watching and coached by climbers such as
these four. Eon was infamous for collecting novices and letting us experience the
joys of dynamic belaying (and rope burns) and the reality of being caught on a single
waist loop (no harnesses back then). Some very deep potholes at a forgotten climbing
area downstream from Cbwhoof Rock was Eon's favorite spot for practice. One had to
be fast on belaying to keep the "leader" from bottoming out in the pothole!

From Arnold, who was always a very meticulous climber whether leading or not, I
learned never to take anything for granted. When we were putting up "Prune" at
Seneca I had clipped into the last of several ancient pitons leading up to the first
crux. When Arnold came up he showed me what sort of "protection: it was: only an
inch of the piton in the crack remained, the rest had rusted away.

We learned from Chris that Nature was not to be feared but was benevolent and
friendly. This he demonstrated once by tapping a land turtle on the nose—which
promptly bit the offending finger and held on, much to Chris' discomfort! A quick-
thinking climber pried open the bestie's jaws with a piton to free his finger.

And from Jane I learned to believe in the capability of a small person to catch a 14-
foot leader fall (pride had led me to where I shouldn't have been on Little Stony
Man) and to do it without giving ITC so much as a bruised waist. John Christian

Now, we do have harnesses 
The following may or may not seem like a product endorsement; nevertheless, it is
interesting to note. Much has been speculated and documented about climbing gear and
its useful life expectancy. I recently sent a Troll Whillans harness back to the
manufacturer for testing. The harness had survived ten years of abrasion, falling,
UV deterioration, etc. Its appearance seemed to be the only part that had suffered--
it was tattered, battered and discolored. I was greatly interested to see if it
would still meet its test strength, and sent it off to Troll. (cont. on next page)


