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ACCESS FUND BOARD
MEETINGS

Board of Directors

The Board of Directors for the
Access Fund will meet in
Washington over the weekend of
April 3-5. During this time you
will have several opportunities
to meet with the Board and
express your views on preserva-
tion of climbing areas.

The Board is planning to meet at
the new PATC Headquarters.
Other events include a fund-
raising dinner, general get-
together with local climbers,
climbing and rollerblade street
hockey.

The Pregnalls will be the local
hosts for this event but could use
some help! Since the Access
Fund tries to keep overhead costs
down, we are looking for beds or
floor space for the participants,
as well as some assistance with
transportation. If you'd like to
participate, please let the
Pregnalls know!

Steering Committee

The Access Fund's Steering
Committee met in Tucson for
three-and-a-half days in January.
Hosted by Michael and Nancy
Jimmerson, the meeting consid-
ered a wide range of issues
facing the Access Fund's
activities.

A quick update on access issues

of local interest includes: The
Access Fund, through Friends of
Ragged Mountain, is pursuing
the acquisition of Ragged
Mountain in Connnecticut; The
Nature Conservancy, which
bought Grandfather Mountain,
has determined that the status of
several endangered or threat-
ened species can be sustained
only by closing the mountain to
all recreation, including climb-
ing; South Carolina may open
state parks to climbing; and the
Access Fund is committed to
assisting climbers in
Pennsylvania in their efforts to
reopen Bellefonte Quarry.

THE ACCESS FUND

by Stuart Pregnall

The Washington area is poorly
represented in Access Fund (AF)
membership. Part of this is
because many of you already
belong to the PATC-
Mountaineering Section (MS),
and in the past the MS has done
a great job of maintaining good
relations with the land managers
in the areas we frequent.

But it's time we woke up. Many
of you saw the excellent slide
show given by Paul Piana last
fall. Paul graciously gave the
Access Fund a quick plug at the
beginning, but more importantly,
think about what we accom-

plished to even permit the slides
to be taken. Hueco Tanks--great
climbing, but how many of you
know that Texas closed Hueco a
couple of years ago? The Access
Fund got it reopened. Remember
the notice that the Quonset hut
at Hueco would be closed
because of the problems with
their septic system? A guaranteed
loan from the Access Fund has
kept that climbers' hangout
open. The Mt. Rushmore area
that Paul enthused over is par-
tially closed, but we're working
hard to get it reopened. Climbing
in the Valley has had its prob-
lems, but it is the Access Fund
that has met with the NPS on a
regular basis to keep climbing as
relatively unregulated as it is.
The tremendous routes at Devil's
Tower ("the best training ground
we had for the Salathe", accord-
ing to Paul Piana) were threat-
ened by climbing closures this
year, but quick action by the
Access Fund clarified a misun-
derstanding about a Park Service
directive, and climbers are free
to climb there still.

Locally, we're faced with the
danger of losing free and unregu-
lated climbing access at Great
Falls, Carderock and the
Shenandoah. There were
rumblings in the past year at the
Hermitage (PA) about closing
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climbing there. Continued access
to Caudey's Castle (WV) is tenu-
ous due to the increased popular-
ity of that area. Kaymoor at the
New River (WV) became the
scene of Park Service interven-
tion last year. The same inevita-
bly will become true of other
"new" areas, such as Riverton,
Franklin, Summerville, etc. (WV).
Problems now exist at Crescent
Rocks (VA), and Bellefont (PA) is
closed. Who knows what the
next few months will bring? |
hate to sound so negative, but
unfortunately, | see the problems
growing faster than the solutions.
Despite the MS's achievements
in good relations with landown-
ers and maintaining friendly
access, it is clear that the major-
ity of local climbers continue to
be pretty disaffected by the MS
and membership in it, so there
needs to be another mechanism
for focusing our efforts on keep-
ing access to our climbing areas
open. Besides, most of us climb
outside the D.C. area on a regu-
lar basis--the Gunks, New
England, the Tetons, the Winds,
California, Colorado. These are
all places where the Access Fund
is visibly active.

My goal is to have at least 500
AF members locally by the end
of the year. That may be ambi-
tious, but quite frankly, we don't
have much choice. Our budget
for the past year was about
$86,000; this year it balloons to
$220,000. We raised over
$90,000 last year--so we have
quite a lot of additional revenue
to raise this year. These projec-
tions are based on the increased
amount of work we are doing,
and the increased cost of doing
that work. It's beginning to pay
off in some areas, but we still
have a long way to go. The most
important thing you can do is
join--we need members. You're
our biggest single source of dol-

lars, and you're also the biggest
factor in getting our message
across to the people we work
with.

The AF has a huge list of pro-
jects--I have about $20,000
worth in West Virginia alone,
and that's just for trails and toi-
lets! What would happen, for
example, if the AF tried to buy
Nelson Rocks, a perpetual ease-
ment to Caudey' Castle or a
parking area at Crescent Rocks?
The AF is involved in other activ-
ities, too. The National Park
Service directed all its parks with
climbing to develop climbing
management plans. That review
effort is going to be huge. The
National Forest Service is in the
drafting stages of issuing new
climbing regulations in the
Federal Register. Again, that
review process will entail a
major effort to ensure that the
final regulations are appropriate
and not impossibly restrictive.
The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) is also work-
ing on similar regulations. The
AF isn't promoting climbers-can-
do-anything-they-want regula-
tions, but regulations that have
stages ofimplementation depend-
ing on the situation locally.
We're also in the process of
providing, for the first time, real
scientific data on the affects that
climbers have on the environ-
ment. We've funded a raptor
study to see how climbers inter-
act with predatory birds. We're
funding a very interesting endan-
gered species study in Illinois.
The results may lead to perma-
nent closure of a popular climb-
ing area, but we feel it is
absolutely necessary to find out
if climbers affect the species
involved. If we do, then we don't
climb on the cliffs, it's that
simple. We're also working with
the NFS in the hopes of sponsor-
ing an ambitious doctoral study

r

in climber interaction in the
alpine environment in the
Rockies. Other studies are

in the works--anyone out there
know of an archaeologist special-
izing in Native Americans in
New York? We may need an
archaeological survey performed
up there.

As a result of this enormous
workload and its financial
burden, the AF is asking any
local climbing community we
assist to participate financially in
some way--either through fund-
raising benefits or direct dona-
tions to the AF. But membership
is still the key.

| could go on and on about the
Access Fund, but Up RopesS
space is limited. You'll get a
chance to meet and talk with the
rest of the Access Fund at our
next Board Meeting, which will
be held here in Washington in
April 1992. In the meantime, if
you don't have a membership
form, call me. You can also
write:

The Access Fund, 1226 West
16th Street, San Pedro, CA
90731, or phone 213-831-2298.
John Juraschek, our Executive
Director, will be more than will-
ing to help you.

SENECA ROCKS TRAILS
PROJECT

by Stuart Pregnall

The access trails to Seneca have
undergone vast improvements
this winter due to John Gregory's
efforts. Working with Forest
Service staff, Gregory and
several others have unearthed
the original trail work performed
over ten years ago under James
Eakin's direction!

Gregory has also arranged to
have a Climbers' Bulletin Board
installed near the trail junction of
the North Peak trail and the
access trail up to the base of

the South Peak. If anyone is
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benevolent-minded, donations
for furnishing this bulletin board
can be made to the Access Fund
(specify on your donation that

it is to assist the Seneca Project).
Donations can be sent to: The
Access Fund, 1226 West 16th
Street, San Pedro, CA 90731, or
phone 213-831-2298. John
Juraschek, our Executive
Director, will be more than will-
ing to help you.

Unfortunately, there is still a lot
of work to be accomplished.
John and | have agreed to sched-
ule a major effort for the last
weekend in March (the 28th and
29th) to try to finish this project.
In addition to the trail work that
remains, Gregory has laid out
new Stokes litter lowering sta-
tions from the base of the South
Peak that will greatly facilitate
future rescues. These new lower-
ing stations will need to be estab-
lished and marked, and lowering
paths cleared. Gregory estimates
that there is enough work to keep
over 100 people busy for the
weekend. The Forest Service will
make tools available and assist in
the management of the project.
The Forest Service also has mag-
nanimously agreed to open the
campground for climbers that
weekend! Donations will be
needed for materials for this
work as well, so please consider
opening your wallets!!
Obviously, this is an important
project. We can make a big dif-
ference on the plus side at
Seneca, both in terms of environ-
mental impact and climber/
ranger relations. By demonstrat-
ing our dedication toward pre-
serving the climbing
environment, with the added
benefit of making our uphill and
downhill trips a little easier via
an improved trail, we can assure
continued access to Seneca
Rocks.

If you have questions about this

project, please contact either
JohnGregory or me.

1992 CLIMBERS RENDEZVOUS
IN BOULDER

Plan your fall climbing vacation
around the 1992 Climbers
Rendezvous, sponsored by the
Access Fund. Actually, it's the
AF's annual meeting, but that
sounded too boring, so it's called
a Climbers Rendezvous.
Scheduled for the weekend of
September 19-20, the
Rendezvous will encompass
many climbing activities. The
1991 Rendezvous featured a
semi-serious but mostly fun
climbing competition on a small
wall, a gear auction (lots of great
booty at good prices), great food
and refreshments, partying into
the wee hours and a number of
climbing luminaries. The 1991
version cost $20 per person--
pretty cheap, compared to some
other meetings!

If you're going to make the
2,000-mile trip to Boulder, you
might as well take a week's
vacation (at least) and sample
some of the local climbing pleas-
ures. Boulder is less than an hour
from Rocky Mountain National
Park, if mountain summits are in
your plans, and for pure rock
climbing pleasures, Boulder
can't be beat--Eldorado and
Boulder Canyons are right there,
Shelf Road and Penitente are just
a few hours away, and the South
Platte also beckons. Classic
routes of all grades abound.
Many MS members have been to
Boulder and can give you beta
on where to stay and what to
climb.

Don't miss this fantastic opportu-
nity to sample some of America's
best rock and mountain climb-
ing. Use the AF Rendezvous as
an excuse and go climbing, or
use climbing as an excuse and
go to the AF Rendezvous. Or

maybe you just want to see
where Mork and Mindy lived. In
any event, it will be the climbing
scene of the year, so don't miss
it. Details will be available
through the magazines. If you're
an AF member already, you'll be
receiving an announcement
during the summer. (If you're not
an AF member, JOIN!) But plan
now!

BELLEFONTE CLOSED

by Stuart Pregnall

Bellefonte Quarry has been
closed to climbing. The
Pennsylvania State Police are
rumored to be giving $100 tres-
passing tickets to violators.
Although details are still sketchy,
the closure apparently stems
from the owner's concerns over
liability, as well as a desire to
turn the quarry into a profit-
making venture again. There
have reportedly been a few acci-
dents at the quarry this past year,
not all of them climbing-related.
Also, the owner has been accept-
ing landfill in his quarry from
several new developments in the
rapidly growing State College
area.

The Access Fund is looking for a
volunteer from the Bellefont/State
College area to tackle this issue.
The Fund is prepared to work out
solutions to the closure, but case
studies have indicated that the
best possible means of reopening
Bellefont is to have someone
from the local climbing commu-
nity take the lead. The Fund will
help allay liability concerns, set
up management options, orga-
nize and set up a non profit cor-
poration (as in Friends of Joshua
Tree, Friends of City of Rocks,
Friends of Ragged Mountain),
help purchase the area (as in
Unaweep Canyon, Ragged
Mountain) and even manage it if
necessary. However, we cannot
do this without your help.
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