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1992 ACCESS FUND RENDEZVOUS
by Stuart Pregnall

The 1992 Access Fund Rendezvous was a
huge display of corporate support for the Access
Fund and its efforts to preserve America’s di-
verse climbing resources. Held in Jefferson, CO,
at “Bungee Jumping Colorado,” the Rendezvous
continued the themes of good times, good climb-
ing and good bargains begun at the first Rendez-
vous held last year in New Paltz.

This year’s attractions included a gigantic tent
where sponsors plied their wares; an Orbitron,
where one’s horizons were certainly confused if
not expanded; six climbing walls(!!!); food and
fun; another booty and climbing gear memorabilia
auction; and a reggae band. Oh, and the bungee
jumping tower, which was available for $30 a
jump. Nearly 500 people attended the event,
including many of Boulder’s climbing notables.
Spotted at the Rendezvous were Doug Dupuie
and climbing partner Natalie, Boulder Rock Club
employee Eric Wright, Dusty Wissmath, Mary
Koshuta, John Taladay and the Pregnall family.

Highlights of the day included Sean Coburn’s
dramatic bungee jump, Armando Menocal’s
thrilling Orbitron ride, the golden eagle from the
Rocky Mountain Raptor Institute, speed and
three-legged climbing contests, and a bidding war
on one of the original Harding-placed bolts from
the Headwall pitch of the Nose (it eventually sold
for $330). Many climbers also scored great gear
bargains, bidding for shoes, ropes, protection
gear, and clothing at prices well under retail.
Food was Mexican fare washed down by Coors,
a Rendezvous sponsor, although a lot of people
kept heading for the free Power Bar distribution.

In terms of Rendezvous-related work, the AF's
National Advisory Council met for three action
packed hours Saturday morning to discuss two
items. First, over 50 members and guests hotly
argued over the question of whether or not the
AF should support the Park Service’s proposed

“zoning” of climbing areas as included in several
draft climbing management plans. At stake,
according the Michael Kennedy, is the freedom
for climbers to choose what type of climbing
experience they desire. Gary Colliver, Climbing
Ranger at Yosemite, contended that the Park
Service’s mission was to “regulate Park visitors’
experiences.” In the end, the NAC voted that the
AF should not support Park regulation of experi-
ences, but should support climbing regulations
based on demonstrable resource impact. Second,
the question of AF support for artificial climbing
areas, such as buildering {common tc our area)
and glued-on routes (common to southern Califor-
nia) was debated. The NAC came out very
strongly in favor of supporting such climbing,
based largely on the notion that “climbers are
climbers, and climbing is climbing” as voiced by
Christian Griffith.

The AF Board met Sunday and revisited the
two topics from the NAC meeting, agreeing to
adopt an official policy on climbing management
at the next meeting after an agreeable text could
be developed, and, based largely on limited
resources, overturned the NAC’s vote on artificial
climbing surfaces. The Board agreed on a model
Recreational User Statute as drafted by the Legal
Committee, and of course discussed finances and
administration. The AF raised and spent over
$120,000 in the past year. Additional projects
that remain unfunded include the Gunks parking
lot, trail projects at Yosemite, and locally, toilets
at the New River and signs at Seneca. Increasing
membership was a very hot topic, and all MS
members are strongly urged to join the AF as
soon as possible. Finally, local climber John
Taladay, who was instrumental in developing the
model recreational use statute, was elected as
the new Chair of the Legal Committee, and
Stuart Pregnall was elected AF Vice President.

A Sponsor’s Dinner, held Friday evening,
honored George Bracksieck of Rock and Ice and
PMI/Petzl as two significant AF supporters during
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the past year. A large crowd of local climbers
jammed into Sally Moser’s back yard to enjoy

barbecue, a keg, and brisk mountain air. Many of

Boulder’s climbing elite attended, and it was
highly amusing to feel a mass of low body fat
climbers shivering in unison.

The AF was pleased to be able to an-
nounce several access victories at the Ren-
dezvous. First and foremost was the an-
nouncement that the South Carolina Parks
and Recreation Department will soon open
their lands to climbing for the first time. Sean
Coburn of Spartanburg brokered this coup.
South Carolina’s Piedmont has a lot of tre-
mendous climbing that will become available
as a result. Next, the AF announced that
Table Mountain in Golden CO was reopened
due to Rick Accomazzo’s efforts. Table
Mountain, a recently developed area, was
unexpectedly closed because of the
landowner’s misunderstood liability concerns.
Accomazzo pointed out that Colorado has a
decent Recreational User statute, and that
solved the problem. Locally, White Rocks PA
is now reopened, Clifton Gorge will allow
restricted climbing on a trial basis for one
year, most of the cliffs at Minnewaska are
being lobbied by the Friends of the
Shawangunks for climbing closure (but open
for horse back riding, mountain biking, etc!),
climbing at Bellefonte Quarry is still up in the
air, and the Red River Gorge has encountered
the wrath of a self-appointed guardian of
traditional values who claims that God has
told him bolts were a form of blasphemy.

During the Rendezvous, the Pregnalls also
visited a number of Colorado climbing areas
to get a better idea of how climbers view the
AF and its activities, to visit specific areas of
concern to the AF, and, if time was avail-
able, to climb! During two day visits to Shelf
Road and Penitente Canyon, both of which
are on BLM land, it was evident that the BLM
and climbers are working well together to
mitigate climbing impacts. Both areas have
adequate signage, parking, camping and
" toilets, and the trail systems are well marked
and maintained. A BLM note on a bulletin
board at Shelf proclaimed that climbers were
the best recreation users in the area! We
urge local climbers who enjoy sport climbing
to visit both areas. Shelf Road’s limestone is
steep (i.e., vertical to slightly overhanging)
and highly featured with edges, pockets and
buckets. Protection was generally good, and
the routes in Roth’s guide that have stars
deserved them. In Sand Guich, Apple Bites
Back (11c) and at the Bank, Back to the

Future (also 11c) were the absolute
standouts, with Suburbia (10a), Mark Finds
Bob Bolting (10d), Miller Time (11a), and
Back Her Up Against the Wall and Caulk Her
(11b/c) also being recommended. We
climbed a number of 10’s and 11’'s and
found the gradings to be pretty consistent
with local grades. At Penitente, face climbing
on off-vertical to slightly overhanging walls is
the norm. Edges and small pockets are
offered on most routes. Pro is generally
excellent. Penitente also boasts the only 5.2
sport route in the country! Recommended
routes: all of them! Absolute standouts were
Not My Cross to Bear (11b), Los Hermanos
de la Weenie Way (11c), Ya Ta Hei (10c),
That’'s the Way (10b), Forbidden Fruit (12a),
and Tanks for the Huecos and Breakdown
Dead Ahead (both 11a/b, but they felt only
5.10). General notes in include: keep to the
shade, and hydrate, hydrate, hydrate.

In Boulder, day care provided us the
option to get off the deck a few pitches, and
we romped the delectable Third Flatiron (5.4)
and blustered our way up the Yellow Spur
(5.10). Wind was so severe on the Spur that
we were in danger of being blown off one
belay, and the crux pitch was negotiated by
moving only between wind gusts. New
climber-built trails afford better up and down
access than before, and will help mitigate
erosion and rock fall. Eldorado’s new
Redgarden Wall trail is especially magnifi-
cent, switchbacking up what used to be a
horrid grind.

Rock gyms are also big in Colorado. We
visited only Paradise (Denver) and the Boul-
der Rock Gym, enjoying the plastic scene a
lot. Leading routes on plastic isn’t everyone's
idea of “real” climbing, but it was a great
pump, a good way to practice various tech-
niques, and lots of fun to boot. The scene is
mildly competitive, but generally friendly.
Boulder also sports two superb climbing
shops (The Boulder Mountaineer and Neptune
Mountaineering) plus lots of smaller shops
where you can see, try, and discuss (with
real climbers) all the latest gear.

Next year’s AF Rendezvous will probably
be in Phoenix, AZ, in mid-November when it
cools off. Phoenix boasts tons of climbing of
both traditional and sporting natures (call
Steves Amter or Zich for a run-down), tons
of mountain biking, hospitable people, an
indoor gym, and reasonable air fares. As
details develop, you’ll read about them here
in Up-Rope. See you there!
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LOOKING GLASS ROCK
By Rick Dotson

Looking Glass Rock in North Carolina has
good solid granite. The rock is climber-friendly,
not razor sharp like Old Rag. The Glass has
everything from cracks, steep face and slabs to
overhangs.

| went there with my friend Regina Pieper and
her 10-year-old son Jacob. Jake really enjoyed
climbing on the granite domes. One of our favor-
ite routes was The Nose, which has four pitches
of excellent climbing. It is one of the most popu-
lar routes at Looking Glass. The Nose is 450 feet
of moderate (5.8), well- protected face climbing.
The Nose is exciting to climb because you are
climbing “eyebrows”. Eyebrows are horizontal
pockets that are sloping on the bottom half and
have a small lip at the top. Eyebrows require
bizarre moves like underclinging one eyebrow to
mantle onto another.

The face can be covered with hundreds of
these things. Sometimes there will be a small
flaring crack in the back of the eyebrow for pro,
but usually not. The trick is to find the ones with
cracks. You can’t tell if an eyebrow takes pro
until you are on top of it, so | found myself
putting in pro all the time. | seemed to use lots of
small units and pink tricams.

There are plenty of other good routes at
the Glass. The North Face has 200-foot crack
climbs from 10- to 11+ and 400-foot aid climbs.
The Sun Wall has wavy overhangs that are
climbed by friction and underclinging eyebrows.
The South End has many moderate one- and two-
pitch cracks and corners.

For cooling off after climbing, Sliding Rock is
really wild. It is a 20-feet-wide, 40-feet-long slide
on smooth rock into an eight-feet-deep hole. You
really get moving on the way down, then splash
into the big pool at the bottom (which is cold
even in the summer).

Camping is not a problem at the Glass. Look-
ing Glass is located in the Pisgah National Forest,
so back-country camping is allowed. One popular
camping area is near the trail to the south end. A
creek runs by many clearings to put up your tent
and there are many fire rings for your campfires.
There are no showers but you rinse off under
Slick Rock Falls.

“East Coast Rock Climbs” is the only
guide currently available for Looking Glass. It
covers several areas in North Carolina. | would
recommend it to anyone who wants to get an
overview of climbing areas on the East coast.
Looking Glass Outfitters has topos of the popular
routes on the Glass. The shop is located outside
of the town of Bevard at the entrance to Pisgah
Forest Park.

PHONE NUMBERS FOR WEATHER ETC.:

THE NEW

Hard Rock Climbing (304) 574-0735

National Weather Service @ Beckley
(304) 252-0791

Mountain State Campground
(304) 574-0947 Reservations
(304) 574-1458 store

SENECA ROCKS
Gendarme (304) 567-2600
National Weather Service @ Elkins
(304) 636-1200
Seneca Shadows Campground (304) 567-2415
Yokum’s camping & restaurant (304) 567-2351

THE GUNKS
Rock & Snow (914) 255-1311

NORTH CONWAY, NEW HAMPSHIRE
International Mountain Equipment
(603) 356-7064

NOTE:

Between 9am and 5pm the National Weather
Service office has staff to handle questions about
the weather in any part of the country. When you
call you will get a recording; wait until it is fin-
ished and someone will pick up the phone to help
you. Sometimes it takes them a while, so be
patient. The Washington area has a National
Weather office which is cheaper than long dis-
tance (between 9-5) but | don’t have this num-
ber.

EARTH TREKS SPONSORS EXCHANGE

Earth Treks, a Maryland-based adventure educa-
tion organization, will be one of the first Ameri-
can firms to sponsor mountaineering expeditions
to the former Soviet Union for both Russian and
American climbers. With the support of the
Russian government a two phased climber's
exchange has been planned for 1993. The first
expedition is to the Andes Mountains of Ecuador
and is scheduled from January 16 to 31, 1993.
The team of climbers will be ascending four
mountains ranging from 16,818 to 20703 feet.
The second expedition is to Peak Revolution,
23305 feet, in the Pamirs of Tadzikastan, a
remote corner of the former Soviet Union. The
expeditions will be led by Chris Warner, a suc-
cessful Himalayan climber and mountaineering
guide. Applications for participation on these
expeditions are currently being accepted.

Earth Treks also offers introductory,
intermediate and advanced climbing and moun-



