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_ BUGABQO CREEK CAMP, JULY 1946
i By Gustave A. Gambs

... . The Bugaboos are marked on official maps as a vast snowfield
~ Within the Purcell Range of the southern Selkirks., This area falls to
indicate the -many fantastic .spires and needles within it. These become
More pronounced as the snow blankets get thinner and the glaciers re-
Ceds, The gateway to.this falryland 1s Golden,. British Colombia, A
fravel road 35 miles long leads south to, Spillimacheen with its trading
Center and summer resort within.an extended farming settlement along the
"per Columbia River. From here ever winding tracks, fit for trucks
nly, lead through dense svamp growth for 25 miles to the fork of the
Yorth and South Bugaboo:Creeks, 5,000 feet elevation, which was chosen
for the 1946 camp site of the alpine Club of Canada. It takes four
Purs of tough, painful riding to cover the distance, L AL ¥
. Camp was held from July 14 to 28, 1946, 60 miles south of Golden,
in very attractive surroundings.. The site had been chosen scveral.
decades ago as a mining, hunting, and trapping center. . The remnants of
Lormey blockhouses, stables, and tool sheds testify to that. Some of
hem are st11ll in use. The north branch of the Bugaboo emanates from
the,glaciers that encircle Mts, Pigeon, Snow Patch, Bugaboo, and other
Sbires, while the south branch is fed by thé néve fields and .hanging !
8laciers adorning the Quintet Group, the barrier to be crossed when ex-
Pioring the Howser Group. ; b o T Gt o
The Glub set un in each branch an auxiliary fly camp about 3 miles
from the base at about 5,500 feet clévation. The north branch camp was
;9cated at the foot of the steep huge boulder moraines, terminating at
lmberline, about 7,000 feet elcvation, ideal for bivoucs, and named
Oraine Camp, The Wright-Hamilton moving pictures, New York, opcrated
f?om here for five days to takc pictures of our members engeged in
Tock climbing, and snow-and=icc craft. Moraine Camp is the starting
Polnt for the climbs of the various spircs over which Snowpatech Peak
¢6ps watch, The south branch ausiliary camp was ercctcd close to the
blockhouse, mining héadquarters of an old Golden family which holds sub-
Stantinl claims in the zine and allied orc mincral ficlds closc to the
Show fields of the Quintets, the advance guards of another group of
“Plrcs dominated by Howsor Poak. 4 good trail.leuds to the Quintet
rrier,,.The whole' length of the Bugaboo Crcek from the headwaters of
1ty tributaries to its juhction with the Coluribia River shows many rem-
Nants of cabins, stables, shelters for machinery, 50018, 6t€«, alli
E@$inisccnt of past mining activitics. Later on, huntcrs, poachers, and
“Fanpers availed themsclves of these facilities in quest of moosc, beaver,
Wleorene, bear, goat, mink, etc. This past culture made it possible
°r the Alpine Club of Canada to penctratc tho wilderness to make the
Bu%aboo Mountains accessibles. It was accompllshed at no small cost to
| The Club, since the whole area is private property and no public subsidy
€ould be obtaincd. Howover, the reward was the fulfillment of an old



chorishod dream, and the attendance past all records. Two hundred
mowmders responded, willing to help and cager to climb, c¢xplorc, and
wonder. '

My own cxploits were confined to horsc trips from Basc to
the two fly camps and from thcse alone at a snail's pace with my
trusty ice axe to the alpine meadows, up to clevations of 6,500
fcet, among the glacicrs, icc falls, and ndvd ficlds. To ny re=-
gret it remained for mc to find out that my old pals had droprped
out of the race and that I had to play the role of the loncly wolf.
Finally the mosquitos got the best of me. From the start they had
beon incrcasing in number, size, end viciousncss. Their dcep
stings, palred with sunburns duc to radiation from boulders and
snow patches caused enough irritation to drive mo out of camp
three days before its clwse. 4s our trick rcached Spillimacheon
on the 26th at noon, we heoard thes first rumors about the Solkirk
accident. I was bound for Banff with the intention of staying
until the 29th at the Club House on the slopcs of Sulphur Mountaine e
The House was overcrowded, but an old friend living down town had
the kindness to accommodate me until my departurc.

Above all, I was cagor to get the feel of hot sulphur water,
and the springs of Sulphur Mountain are famous. Two largec pools
are. avallable for the general public. The first two days I used
them freely. My last day dawned bright, promising exceptional
visibility. I could not reosist visiting Rundecl Mountain 1,000 feet
above Banff, which is provided recently with a 45-<foot light metal
modern Obscrvation Towor serviced by a kecper lodgced therc at pub-
lic cxpensc. A bridlc trail of easy grade leads to the top. Every
sten of the clirb thrilled me. I lingered on the broad summit and
on top of the slender tower as long as time would permit, and yot
allow me to makce the home-bound train. ,

Sadness selzed me during the descent and I could not restrain
my tears at the thought that this trip might be my last in these
glorious hills that havc grown so close to my heart.

s U P S AND DOWDNGS i

Don Hubbard - Elcanor Tatge Russell Volckman Betty Kauffman
Ted Shad - Marion Murray Billy allcy Andy Kauffman
John Mcenehan Dolores Alley Sterling Hendricks Mary Owen

Bob -Stephens Betty Allecy Mr. Hofstad. :

Sunday, Scptember 15, 1946. VWe made our way to Cardcrock
where we werce golng to do some super-climbing. It was a perfect
day for climbing; the rocks were dry and everyone fclt in the
pink-=-that is, until we each took turns falling off Arthur's Trav-
erse as a piton lead. All that could be done was to clean and
polish the facc as wo fell off. Elecanor gave the children (Marion,
Russcll, Betty, and Billy) climbing, belaying, and rappelling lcs-
sons, while John, Ted, and Dolores tried thc Spidor Walk without
sucecess.

As we couldn't blame our failures on the weather, we decided |
our shoes were clther two sizes too large or not the right kind of
rubber. Don suggestced somecthing casy, so we tackled the Chimney=
Without=-a~-Chimney-at- the-Bottom, which is just around the corner .
from the Jackknife. John led, followed by Don, Ted, Elcanor, Stove
and Dolorcs. This boosted our moralc, so we headed for Jan's Chim-
ney. Meenchan ascended first, then Dolores and Eleanor. Don and
Dolores made a straddlc climb of Jan's Chimnecy=--whew!!

We dragged ourseclves back to our packs, where we found Ster-
ling, the '"Barc Foot Climber," Betty ond sndy Kauffman, with their
frlends, Mary Owen and W¥r. Hafstad. We fturnod the roeks over to

them and hoazded for homo.
DdAc




Chris Scoredos Dolores alley BEleanor Tatge

Zelen Scoredos lelecn BRaker Hopc Dawson
Paul 5radt Fitz Clark Steve Dawson
rnold vexlor Jecan Clark H. F. Stimson

Sunday, Scptember 22, 1946. The Bull Run climbing day began
with a strcnuous wood=-cutting opcration as trail was cleared with
tools brought by Steve and Stimmy. At lunch time the Clark camp
came into vicw at the brow of the old familiar cliffs, and Jean
and Fitz, who had spent the night on the mounteain, grceted the ncw
carrivals., After Stimmy and Arnold had climbed the Overhang, and

while Helen S. tricd Charlie's Crack, opcrations were shifted to
the Gambs Peak arca. Fitz, Helen B., Dolores, Arnold, and Paul

sct up an aerial traverse and sported back and forth across it.
Helen/led up a cliff followed by Fitz and Dolores, from the base

of the south end of the traverse to the top. Chris brought forth
great applause by climbing on to tho south face from the cast side
of Peak Gambs, around & sloping corner. Thec slippery moss and
Chris' panting put the audience in a mood for hilarious laughter
whon his glasscs came off in mid-air and he continucd to c¢limb with
thom in his mouth.

DOWN WITH VEGETATION!

Vegetation grows so profusely in the Washington arca that
even Don Hubbard has suggested that rock climbers help kccp the
trails to the rocks opon. It!s a good suggestion. 4 little work
with a pair of hand clippeors now and then will do wonders at kcop-
ing the trail and rocks from becoming overgrown. Two weeks ago
Stimmy and Hopc clcarcd the Bull Run trail from Peak Gambs to a
point south of Zcus' Thronc. This weck we finished clcaring it all
the way to the south ond,

While we are on the subjcct of trails, it might be mentioncd
that the Park Scrvicc version of the Cld Rag Saddle Trail has been
finished for somc timc, and, thank gocodncss, is impassiblc to
horscs,

YOU Ci4N'T KEEP A GOOD MAN DOWN

The Bugaboo articlc above was written by Gus from his bed in
Arlington Hospital. We arc glad to report that both he and his
wife are now at home and arc rccovering nicely from their mix-up
with the other car,

WANDERINGS

Our bosscs, Chrig and Hclen Scoredos, arc back after two snd
one-half months of Wecstern travel. They werc just about everywhere,
and say that they wlll have a few pictures to show us when thelr
turn comes up.

Helen Baker has just comc back from Colorado where she played
on the Flat Irons and around Long's Peak with Jan Conn,

‘Who has now joincd her husband

T/4 Horb Conn 37882516
Sandia Base, P.0O. Box 5500
Albuquerque, New Mcxico

at his new post. Whence
recently moved

Don & Eleanor Jacobs, now at
1571, 3-B Halldale ivenue
Gardena, California near

Chief Phirmocist arithur C. Lembeck 3190858
Comdr. 5th Floet Staff
FPO 3an Sicgo, California
(USS appalachirn .LGC-1)
and his wifeo,
W'n. The Lembeclks and Jaconbs Linve recontly been climbirg together,




