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During the .first week of Dece,:lber a powerful military force from
0-04Dan landed on the Pacific coast and swept eastward, virtually unop-
')osed, dropping guards at all r!-12:oad stations. nth cunningly planned
simultaneity, another force, this from Germany, landed on the Atlantic
seaboard and be,ran an infiltration that even the Japanese would have
'coen proud of. The spearhead of the western force took Boston and
'rned quickly to-lard Washington. By 8:30 P.M., January 4, it closed

1.--'Dn the Bennett home which, even at that moment, was housing a dis-
r2uised agent from Germany.

Morton Churchill had shaved his mc-1,tc'fe off and looked younger
than when the War started. Charlie Daniels looked just the same. Mort,
never one to talk a lot, looked it as tickled to get back as we were
glad to see him. CharJde regaled the thirteen odd climbers gathered
to greet him with stories of Japnee,e mountains, and their mountaineers
re,I.ctions to yodels and moc:,e ca1.s, Loxton is going to stay around
these parts, but Charlie, alas, is returning to Boston. No record of
the evening c -,n be complete, but special thanks go to the Bennetts for
l'efreshments -Ind to Sam for bringing along his collection of Jan Conn
records.

UPS AND DOWNS

Arnold Wexler
Chris Scoredos
Hale Bradt

December 22, 1946.
1-11: the Potomac shore abo

climbs which Ter
% .011 the Purple Hors
fforts to complete the

montr,..1 hazard of the
41-1cla to everyone's great
?ossible to effect ares
11.thout getting even his

in the ganeral are
the da.y..

John Reed
Eleanor Tatge.

From Anglers' Inn the climbers followed Chris
ve Cupid's Bower to note some of the more rarely
e in the government restricted area during the
e Climb John, Hale, and Chris made prodigious
so far never completed traverse in spite of
cold waters of the ?otomac just below them.
satisfaction, especially Hale's, it was found

cue of a climber fallen from the 7urple Horse
feet wet. Several very fine cliltbs were lo-
a of the Purple Horse during the remainder of

-

On December 29 the Washington Rock Climbers were represented by
Scoredos, who alone 'rade the welkin ring as he polished off sundry

''''11-derock climbs, including Jan's Chimney, in the pouring rain, thus



7ymbolizing the indomitable spirit that lies in every true rock
climber, even those still snugly in bed.

Chris Scoredos
Ted. Schad
John Meenehan

Jo Bradt
Alan Bradt
Paul Bradt

* * *

Leo Scott -Charles Daniels
Pat-C Tom Culverwell
Fitz Clark Mary Judy

Chris arrived about 10 A.M. ,Rithout Helen because of her cold.
Being first, he sampled all of the elementary climbs and found them
damp and slippery. He'was.eating lunch when Ted, John, and Paul
arrived. Paul was proudly wearing his first Bramani boots and
turned to the Spider Walk to give them the acid test. Well, you
know, "The Spider Talk is tougher than it seems." The others '
tried too, but they only .got the bottom part muddy.•

. For consolation we turned to the Beginner's Crack. Chris
demonstrated a climb about fifteen feet to the right of it, which
John and Paul climbed with variations.. . 'Ted insisted:it was .Be-
ginners' Crack weather. By this time Jo 71:nd Alan had arrived and
begun melting snow for soup; Leo had arrived with Pat-0 and taken
a look at the Spider 'Nalk and the Beginners' Climb himself; Fitz
and Mary had arrived, Fitz carrying, for .exercize, his pneumatic
5-man ice-breaker. Mary climbs like her sister Geraldine, and
had no trouble at all with the Beginner's Crack. .Fitz took the
face to the right. Ted liked the sound of Chris', Fitz', and
Paul's grunts in the Bucketd-oBlood Chimney, SQ now he has holes
in the knees of his pantstoo. Paul Went up Ronnie's Leap; then,
watching John and Chris follow him, decided that his Bramani's
were not too much of a handiCap.

Tom and Charlie 'showed up at this juncture. There was much
t7lking, and Charlie wanted to see some of the routes he'd been
reading about. Herbie's Horror, Leonard's Lunacy,. the Chris-flex—
Dori, and minor climbs were pointed out, including the Spider 'Walk.
7e• was optimistic enough to try the latter with GI shoes; but,
.911, as you know, "The Spider. 'Walk is tougher than it seems."

OLD RAG TRIP

- Hoping for a sub-zero blizzad to test sleping equipment,
some of us, including Ted Schad, litz Clsrk, Andy and Betty Kauff-
man, and Paul and Jo Bradt, are planning to spend January 18 and
19 on top of Old Rag Mountain. Better' come along.

BOOK REVIEWS

The "Washington issue" as we call it, of Appalachia is out.
(Price per issue 75 cents from Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy
Street, Boston,- Mass.) Contents include

, "Mt. Sir Sanford and its Neighbors,"-by Arnold 'lexler
"Cruise of the Sink Stopper," by Eleanor Tatge
"A New Rock-Climb on Cannon Mt.," by Herb Conn.

Other 77ashington contributors include Marjorie Hooker, Myron Avery,
and Jean Stephenson. Also included is an article on Big Bend Na-
tional Park, Waich explains why Jan and Herb linger there.

The new edition
Press, Berkeley, Cali
Robinson, and others,
This and the sketches
climbing, some twelve

of "Ski Mountaineering" (2.00, Univ. of Calif.
f.) by Dick Leonard, Einor Nilsson, Bestor
is out and . includes 22' pages on rock climbing.
make a good basis for the chapter on ice
pages of which are new.

NOTES AND NE:IS

The Surplus Sales Co. (on Pennsylvania Avenue between 9th and
10th, N.,) has been having Bramami lots off' and on for 35.95,
evn women's size:::



Kathleen Culverwell is at Homeopathic Hos.ital recovering krow._,'In appendectomy.

7e print for reference the schedule of the Arnold (jashing-ton, Virginia, and Maryland) bus to Great Falls, Virginia:

Leave
8:15 A.M.
11:00
2:00 '.M.
5:30 7'.C.

11th & E Sts., N7
(Sat., Sun. & Holidays)
(-eekdays only)

Leave Great Falls Park
7:10 A.M. (7eekdays only)
9:30 A.M. (Sat., Sun. & Holidays)
12:30 P.M.
3:15 P.M.
6.45 P.M.*

The two asterisks indicate that on those buses a transfer
at est Cherrydale on week days. The fare is 35 cents one way
Greet Falls ?ark entrance. You may call Gl.,4000 to check for

-

SELKIRK DIARY

By Sam Moore

is' made'
to the
changese

Within'the so-called "Big Bend". of the Columbia River.rise theterthern peaks of the Selkirk Range of British Columbia, culminatingin Mt. Sir Sandford (11,590 ft.), highest of the chain. Nearby towerthe vault& spires of the Adamant :Range, sharp pinnacles similar to the
uilles of Mont Blanc. Since the first ascent of Mt.Sir Sandford'-r1 1912 by Howard Palmer, little effort had been made by mountaineersto learn more of the splendid untraveled glaciers and peaks which sur-round it.

When Sterling ,Hendricks, Chuck Haworth, Lbnald Hubbard, and
4rno1d Wexler decided to do their bit toward atoning for this neglect
b7r attempting the second ascent of Sir Sandford, and Invited me to
;101n them, I was dubious about the idea; the snowfields of British
olumbia are a long, long Way .from the bridle paths of Shenandoah Park,

l'.°rtunately their enthusiasm was infectious, and before long I found
mYself eagerly collecting equipment and reading books about the country,

The literature was limited, but all authors seemed to agree that
We should expect the worst, for impenetrable brush, continuous rain,
!ad voracious insects appeared to be the usual thing in the Selkirks.
cefore my feet had time to get cold, however, we were on our way; so I
consoled myself with the thought that writers were always prone to
•aggeration. Little -did I suspect what we were really getting into .

The following narrative is a personal blow-by-blow account of our
adventures, transcribed for the most part from a diary maintained

`,111ring the trip. No attempt has been made to relegate each incident
its proper place and proportion in the overall scheme of things,

-"51" each at the time seemed important to me, and for the most part
!till does. It is hoped that the relatively unimportant events men-
6ioned will be of .some interest to those persons who, like myself,
lloUld be in completely unfamiliar surroundings were they suddenly
l'oPped into the mountain country of British Columbia. Those who

:vould like to read a more proper account are referred to the- excellent
rticles by Arnold Wexler and Sterling Hendricks in current. issues of
=.P..a1.2.1 and the Journal of the AlpineClub:of Canada.

_all, •

After a beautiful ride thr
,c1laId, Arnold, and I alighted

ttle railroad town of Golden
,71-ng the afternoon we Complet
6f) departure - down the Columbia
".ateevening, the hotel proprie

ough the Canadiaa Rockies, Sterling,
from the Canadian Pacific train in the
and were met with open arms by Chuck.
ad our arrangements for an early moriv-
Rivera As evp.busily slapped mosquitoes
tor told us tleat it was Very unusual for


