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We don't mean the bannisters. We mean the colored.slides by John
Meenehrn on Caving. Just to remind you--they will be ghoun at the
Brndt's, 6626 Firstri&treet NiWe, ‘“on March 21 (Friday), at 8 P.M. As
an added cttractionuDon Hubbsrd promises us a rendition:of his latest
Conn record, ~ duet by Jon & Jan Conn received lnst Christmas. We
Are honing he'll bring ~long the rest of his Conn collections . Some of
us h~yen't heard them all,’ ond we'd all like to hear them a2gain.

HARPERS ' FERRY

The convenient and-sdot-covered e¢liffs of Maryland Heights provide
€Xxcellent. climbing now that the gutrds hnve been removed from the Har-
Derg Ferry tumnel.. The cbove sketeh showis some of the features noted
in Som Moore's nadbum, wherein: Route o0-o (roughly) is thot ploncered
by Sam Crook ~and Onkes (shall we call it the Crooked Oak Route?); Route
) BB, cnlled B-gully, was!troversed without incldent by Bradt, Hubbard,
. 2nd Moore. .Route A-A, cnlled A-gully, is attributed to Moore, Smith,
&nd Crook. Route ¢-C, cnlled Charlie's Lend, is attributed to Chas.
Daniels, lMoore,.ang Brndt.. Route H-H, called "Hnwk's Aerie" from the
remnants of .o rope found there that had been used by the Harpers Ferry

irz Devrrtment to ‘rescue an ornothologist, is,K credited to Bradt, MNoore,
nd Patt erson. SAm'g' Pin, S; was climbed and sat on by Sam Moore, =and,

despite its 8-foot (+ or -} girth has since been climbed by two other
outes, The face F-F promises enough fun to fit the nome of Gully Face.

Charlic's Lead, & qualifying climb, B-6, leaveg the;ground at the

bot tom of A-gully .and traverses to the left just above the greenbriar
. f%round & loose nose to a stonce below an overhange. Surmounting the.
. OVerhnng one stendp ot the foot of a slope. This is followed for half
. the height of . the cliff, and, 58 it peters out, the route turns up the
inlly biagondlling.somewhqt to the left, one reaches the rain shelter
Cove and, turning right, walks ensily to the tops 4 :
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BIG BEND REPORT.
Herb Conn

Until Christine Orcutt's exeellent article on Big Bend National
Park appeared in the current Apvalachina, Jan and I were comfortably
loafimg in the delightful Chisos Mountain campground. From our tent
we could see great cliffs and bristling pinnncles, and at times we -
would speculate idly upon theilr climbing possibilities, But now thwt
hapoy idleness is overy :
, It was the pictures accompanying Mrs. Orcutt's artiecle that forcei
us. to get going. For now the folks, baek home could see for. thpmselveﬂ
the possibilities iof the Big Bend: tnerin.W "That Yooks like great ¢
‘country,” they wrote us. "What hawvé.you climboed?" Hm-m? 86, with a e
sorrowful farewell to the blue- sJays &nd thé echipmunks we shook the ;
Texas dust from our climbing rope ﬁnd sct! put . from camp to deo our dutﬁh

One of our first.trips‘was thtail Cnnyon¢ It typifiecs wéll the’
remote nnd rugged fnsﬁhessas of thg €hisos. Mounﬁqins., For.a few ‘miles
we walked downstrcam ih a pleasant little .valley between gcntlo castust
covered slopes, little susnopting what, surpriscs the canyon held up -
nr rather down - 1ts slecye.’ Thpn rock :walls closed in on either sides
Y~ turned a corncr - and stoppeﬂ. The stream bed continuod to be sure,
in full vicw; but it was 400 feet straight below us'§

It was our first ¢xperience with the "pour-off," a unique feature
of these mountainsy:  From below a pour-off may be rocognizod as a black‘
stain streaking dnﬁﬁ”tho perpendicular rock from a tiny notech high
above, Therec are all sizes and- shﬁpos nf pour-offs, but in general thﬂ
have one feature in common, They can't be climbed,

After some backtrncking and a long detour we got around this
particular one. But now the canyon assumed different proportions., It
narrowed to twenty feet in width, and vertical walls sonred sut of
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eizht on. elther side. ‘We were fnl]owing a narrow winding pathway at
1ts bottom, and we were entirely at the mercy of 1ts meanderings and
plungings. Nor did we find Cattall Canyon merciful. Therec were
plenty of pour-off problems ahead. We learned rcur flrst lesson: You
e¢an't get anywherec by following streams.

The rock here 1is. 1pnoous, mostly hard intrusive deposits perpendic”
ularly jointed nnd breaking up into“rectangular blocks that clink
musically. The breaking occurs rother readily, as for examplc under

: the pressure of the fingers or frof
"a sharp gust of wind, As we climb@d
~the ridge toward Pulliam ‘Peak we 127

into this phenomenon. We hnd come
- to a gap in the ridge with stcep ‘
rocky sides, and a 40 mile per houl

Téexas zephyr was whippin% through
“i1ts’ Jan -started downi X dnn't
nind,"\she called up a few minutces
- later, "wheon the wind drops ‘rocks
“on rmyv hends But when it 'blews away

the fothnld I wns just going to qu
“I'm rendy to gé back to Cardercck!
Lesson numbsr twos Ridges are not

a ~aultdble avenues of travel,
e ol ' Wewere Teft to try rountain.
" it faces. Casa Grande was a ‘typlcal ,ﬁ
Lond of the Musical ngq ~

climbs  Its sheer 400 to 600 frot



