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NEWS OP THE WASHINGTON ROCKCLIMBERS

UP ROPE 1945-1947

It is seldom we can afford the luxury
of looking into the past. You probably
have some particular memory which you like
to enjoy, whether your climbing has been
devoted to weekends and short holidays or
to long jaunts into mountains in far-away
regions. If your memories are of the feel
of hot sun beating on your back; the taste
of perspiration as you struggle to achievesome particular climb and the thrill of final accomplishment; the smell Ofthe campfire; the taste of food cooked out-of-doors; the thrill of reachingthe top of the mountain and seeing the countryside for miles around spreadout like an unbelievable fairy picture; the sudden surprites like the littleblue jewel-like lake nestling at the foot of the ridge just climbed; thetiny exquisite flowers that grow only in high places; the sudden movementand quick glimpse of some wild seldom seen animal as it takes shelter atyour approach; the tumbling, torrential glacier stream and the feeling ofsmallness as you stand beside the huge granite blocks piled around the footof the major mountains. If you have any of these memories, than this issueis dedicated to you.
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, Individuals and groups ,of individuals were rockclimbing long befere
Up Rope was born but like other "early civilizations" it is easier to go
by the written' record. Of course we could try to determine the age of..c'ertain 'pitons that are driven in the cliffs and some of our scientificmembers no doubt could work out the formula if they sp desired. Of courseour best advice on the subject is to test the rusty antiques carefullybeforel,you entrust your _weight upon them.

;," 
,•, Since Up Rope was bornain November 1944 at the residence of theCorintsl: we will start our :journey from that time. World War II was occupyinga Iot.of our Lime and sveral of our members were busy doi/r,: things likedehYdrating.SrOltpin Florida (Iiaurence Curl) and in schad'l learning to begood Soldiers .(S 4 Moor).:a LTeanor,ftnd Don Jacobs were in Indianapoliswhi101uinevere a pttcwa6, CalgtirniaNexpeeting:lJeo most alai, day.. . ,

We also had a meeting-yher:e Chi.19iwaglected.chairMan and where,kodachromes belonging to Elizabeth Vo, Sterling.Hendricks and StevelUrenka were shown portraying qcenes.of Bull Run, Hariler's Ferry, EchoCliffs and Old Rag. The storkiwas,Uby dropping bundles at the Bradt's/Bennetts, Schlects and Siggers.

1945 opened with .the usual celebrations and nostalgic memories:Carderock and Great Falls.,peceived most of the attention from local climbersboth because of their pro4taAty and because of gaS rationing4 The fewtrips made away from the .1A4i1 rocks were made in Fitzhugh Clark's stationwagon and were to Bull Run; Seneca, Old Rag Mountain, Oventop Mountainand Pine Grove Furnace Shelter. Qn August 26 the first post-war trip forthe purpose of reexploring the "restricted area" around Great Falls,opened for the first time since the ilkir and important to the Rock Climbersbecause some of the frocks in the area had very good climbs on them.
•The war ended in this year lifting a 'great burden from our hearts andminds and leaving most of us with the profound 'desire to eradicate all butthe most,deeply rooted memories. It takesv3 long time for everyone toget back home in globaliwar such as th ori just past and so several ofour members we still far, far away from home. Morton Churchill wasoverseas in the'European'theater; Charlie 'Daniels in 'the Pacific, TomCulverwe'll.and Dick Leotard in the China-ItadiaBurma -Theater;.LaurenceCurl was still in Florida; Art Lemback, Don' Jacobs and Dr..Harold Stimsonwere all in California and Sam Moore was on...Guam. Herb%and Jan had resignedthe editorship of Up Rope and were in theA,‘Jest'having themselves one ofthose vacations you dream about before Herb joined,thearmy late in theyear.

Important climbing trips were made to rocks away from the vicinity of
•
Washington .by Don Hubbard, Sterling Hendricks, Chuck Haworth and ArnoldWexler, who spent two weeks climbing on Mt. Katandin,. Maine. Andy andBetty Kauffman Were climbing in the Selkirks and Bill Kemper took in theColorado Mountain Club's trip to the Elk Mountains. Eleanor Tatge madehistory with her Unusual 10-day trip down the Potomac in her life-raftnicknamed the Sink-Stopper. 

S.

Five meetings were held in 1945 and movies of Mt. Hayes and theSkagit River country in north central Washington were shown. A list ofqualifying climbs were selected and approved to be used for voting purposes.Chuck Haworth showed movies of the Katandin trip and the Kauffman's showedslides taken on their last trip to the Selkirks.

The- stork hadn't forgotten the Rockclimbers either, because babieswere delivered to Elizabeth and Bert Vos and to Tony and Ruth Bonanno.

1946 wasn't much 'different at the beginning from any other ye -r-except,thA it meant there was adether whole year in which there wouldbe long weekends and holidays to spend rockclimbing.

Carderock had become by now almost an institution among the localclimbers. Some of the climbs' have been climbed so often that practicallyevery handhold and even its shadow was known. As a matter of fact, withthe expert instruction that some of the older climbers could furnish,some of the hard climbs of former years had now dropped in their estimationso far that, they had been heard to comment that former A climbs should bedemoted to at least "C" climbs.


