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CPERATION SPILLIMACOOX, 1947
by Pete Peterson

This is o somewhal personal account of a mon*h-long mountaineering trip
Into o rarely visited section of the Purcells and Soubthern Soildrks in. Britisgh
Columbia, The rezion is one tant barely comes within She edge of published
Baps, with meny syusre wiles of wnine 2sed mounteing lying just to the south,

KANRS

It was a back-pocking trip in vhich the party was completzly self-guflicienty~-

10 degendence being slaced on such fish wnd gume os the country wfforded, &y i

“"ihis review is by the'leist mountcinswise uember of the four man group,

The Preliminarics: lashineton to Parsen,

For some veeks I hud listened avidly, at every ocporvunity, to Donald's
and Arnold's plans for their second trip 1o the Selldrls with Sterling; the
details were necessarily vague in spots but ' . Oterling was

2086 interest
¥0 old hand at mountaineering; the other two had been on sevemal such trips
?Gfore ead hod, besides, a considerable rock-cliwhing bockgryind, ny experience
11 both mountaineering ind rock-clinmbing ves . uite limited, On Wednesday
Worning, July 2, I had no serious thought of going along; Hy nova of that
d@y the lost intengible straw must have been piled on, for I wons M"in", By
@ldnight of Thursday most of our buggage wus checked ut the Silver Spring depot
igg‘lih;_vgnint uhe:zf;? "j?he fol}oi-‘:'il}g Vednesday ?Y';‘rxxing, 5_]'7113' 9? SuW U5 on the '
ot D rest, At C 1Cdg9 e ngrrled apout,‘b0uwo9n traias, purchas;ng some of

T supplies; we returncd to the station liden with packapss of roisins, nuts,
Chegse, meat ting and a comspicuous garlic-fortified saloni, The four day
:i&lnvride>ﬂay us through liinneayolis, Portal, icose Jaw, Calgary and Panff to

r take-off noint at Golden, B. €., on the Saturd.y ofternoon of Julyr 12,

sl

1t Colden onc of us, at least, anticipated a full afternoon for grocery
;ggpgigﬂ, A %éésurely_Sunday for selecting and repecking luggage and a tokeoff
ok one;smguﬁiiﬁgs on @ondgy morning, ;t must be noted that the sorting out
item with vegonoDt here uas o vital matter: you hud to consider codmlittle
: respect to its relative usefulness, its ecdibility and, ~bove all,
118 welght, The tyrcnny of "things" assurec large proportions,. Vhat went
into your duffile bag here you either carried the whole woy, or threw away
or ate en route: T had unnleasunt visions,-as I hefted ny beloved second
camers,-of its weight finally beconming intolerable but yet finding myself
-unable to throw it uwey; anc nowhere eould T recall a recine for making a
camera eaible, : T :
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A word about some oi my hastily borrowed lugpage. Among th¢ things that
came with me to Golcen were Jim Laumb's parka, Sam jfoore's moscuito net,
fterling lendrick's gpare ice-axe, Paul Bradt!'s craguons snd Leo Scott's
snov goggles; most of these accompanied me into the mountoins, Friends seem
to be even handier at some times than others,

The tanglecd skein of minor events n Golden is aboui as involved as &
"whodunit" plot and the soon-~to-be-wear: reader will he spared  many? of the
details., The problems resolved into securing any avnilatle infcrmusion about
the region into vhich we were headed, of pgetting tro.asy rtniion as far into it
as possible and of buying most of our groceries, '@ 1< avesngec with
Sid Teuz of Frichem Hotel for storage of our city <loih s - surplus baggage,
Then Sterling reilectively chewed o stra¥ or two, tccl irold in tow and
disappeored dorm the road; their inguiries avnarenil; wo. = nnat efficient
grapevine into operatlon for they located two men,--'/, ;. “les and Dmvid Ha
Simpson,-vhno knew wany of the ansvers we sought, o7 :: 4y fed even exlored
the edge of our region and had some most informatire piiotneraths, It appeared
that the 31 aile trail up the Spillimacheen iver =0 .oz - Creek, which wue
aad thought to travel by pack-horse, was nov pussoile by ie=ns, Further, the
loczl ranger wzs due to wake a trip over this route soetly aad L we eould
ret dovn to his home base at Parson in time ve aight even arvenpge to ride
with him,  Then about 4 P, i, events galvaniced us into & sudden splurge of
cehting ready. ‘irnold's carefully prepared lists, that he and Sterling had
viorized over on the long troin ride, proved their full wering Awo hours later
the final buying, sorting wnd repacking for a wonthis truz inko tie bushi wos
donu and we vere in ¢ truck bound for Pargon,--c oy .osibition 20 miles S, T,

ol oiden, :

I8

At Parson we camped overnight and apain those ownina dreams of : ig
day crept sof'tly ins the vhereabouts of the ifan with . Jeep, Irvine o hen,
who we hoped would ta'te us on our next st ge, s unlcourny we guessed he

would show up the next evening at earliest, Inetead, he a_:cared early in
the morning and reedy to po., :line Oteloclk sav us agsin packed snd now heeded
for the upper reaches of the Spillimacheen River. The jee: wes well lozdeds
three sat in the sect;y in back ' ere the jeests radio equiinent, our tents,
rojes, crampons, packboerds, ice-axes, a month's supgly of food and all the
other necessory cvils that one designates by "ete", The other two riders
nung on with the baggi.re somchov,

That one nipght conm ot Parson stands out in my memory for two things:
There was ny first try at setting up frnold's tent; the occupants, Arnold
and Sterling, grumbled mirhtly that night at umy having left a few bull-
thistles bLeneath the thin tent floor; « week loter, with their backs sezsoned
by heavy packing, the thistlecs would huve gone unnoticed, = At the next cump
I was alleged to have pitched the sane tent over a saved-of: stunp, After
this, Arnold set up his own tent. T e

A1so at Purson I assuvied the job of dish-vasher for the party and found
my Tirst chore vas to scrub out the residual butter snd povdered milk from
canisters thst had been on last year's trip, A dearth of soap and an over-
cbundance of conflicting =dvice complicated an othervise recsonable taslk,

A Jeeo Up the S:illimacheen

The trail-like road up the "SHillimacheen River was navigable by jeep to
i'lc’urdo Creek, A mining outfit is develcuing a claim sonewhat beyond this
point; at the time of our trio sever:l Swede lunberjac s vere blusting out
the larger trees and neking log bridges; a bulldozer follo'.ed them up, jushe
ing aside the small trees and roughly grading the way,-moking 4 or 5 miles
of such road per day, per dsy, ; S :

The log bridges were of some interest, Two )8-inch lops were laid side-
by-side ccross the stream or rully to be suanned; these formed a shallow
groove,-call thic "a",—_for the tires on one side, Then 3 more'logs vere laid
cloce toguther, forulng 2 more grooves,-"b" and "en, Log sizes ond s;acings
were such thet jeep rode prooves a.gnd b, and o stondard-width light truck
roce a ¢nc ¢, It vas alright until the tires climbed out of their gooves,

) jeep ride over a rourh tr.il is someyhat of an experience, -Fuch’ >
per-on must work out his on technique .for staying on,-roverned by availsble
hand 2nd toe~holds; ropes =nd pitons wre not usually used, - [iy own locotion,=-
on the front scat, outside position,-called for a sort of wedging procedure
combined with a modified inverse laybuel, Such @ jeep ride is somevhat
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sinilar to a ricde on horschaek, ¥hile the feeling of hazard in horscback
riding due to the great altitude at which one sits is not present, it is
replaced by an even greater psychological reuction: the ground whizaing.along
just beneath gives one prauctically the sensation that his feet are drogging,
Prolonged riding, we were told, resulted in sores indistinguishable fron
saddle sores; medicsl authorities prescribe the same treatment for both,
nanely, naacly, interdiction of equitation until healing is achieved,

We reached the lumberjaclz's cemy at Whiskey Creek by mid-afternoon,
Olson, the cook, treated us to "efter-middoge" cofiec; Swedes, like the navy,
are of little use without their coffee, 1 couple of newly-fallen spruce
trecs briefly stopped progress “above Thiske;r Creek and called out the everw
ready oxe. In early evening we reached the end of jeep travel, by the old
trappert's cabin at the neeting of ifciurdo Creck with the Spillimacheen Tiver
31 miles from Parson, Beyond here e walked, for four weeks, -
; Any figures on walling distances which mey be included herewith are given
about "as the crow flies." The true mileage covered by the same crow stumbe
ling along under a heavy pack, through a-pathless  infinity of brush, -rocks,
slide alder, devilts club, fallen trees, steepness and perversity cannot
well be guessed at, RS o R

_Spurt the First: Up ficiurdo Creck to_the Vest Spillimacheen,

The three days of back-packing into the Spilliimacheen Divide were weary
ones,  Our dufile at the sturt amounted to about 120 pounds per mgn, require
ing two carries; well over hzli of the velght was in food, figuring at the
rate of but 2 pounds per wman per day for a month's supply.

A tolerably good pack trail leads up iicifurdo Creek to the mining claim,
Ye followed this for 8 miles and then started steeply up hill through the
"bush", bout 3 miles later we reached an open boggy meadow, well up in the
pass between the Spillimecheen Range and Silent Hountain; here we cached our
loads, susvended by wires between trees zo0 as to be out of reach of bears,
and returned to the trapper's camp, ' :

The others of our party had been in similar country before and had a
Teir idea of what lay ahecd; this vas my first initistion and that first
dey held out two promises,

It had been o 22 mile day, half of it uphill. with .packs-upward of 65
pounds, Three miles verc treilless and steep and it s ny first try at
beating through "bush" under heavy load. Also, ue had returned to comp
after dork and in o rein squall, -

By any previous experience of mine 22 miles over mountain trail with
only a light pack was a good comfortable dayts work, Adding 40 percent.to
my weight, taking away all semblance of trail for a third of the way, and
doing this on our first day out, made it something quite special, The
Promise was that of one hell of a lot of work ahead,

The second promise was mixed up with that alpine meadow we reached,
Patched with flowers, crossed by snow-fed rills, framed in straight standing
Spruces, and with far glimpses of tumbled Snowy mountains that finally made
the horizon,-it caused the first promise to look quite pint-sized, '



