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ROCK, CLIMBING IN BELGIUM

bv IT. 7. Stimson

.'I got an idea about roni-g down in Amsterdam which is a
lotir.4ountry.with canals at sea level end some cantle- below sea

level in the nolders or the,outskirts of the city. I/1 a store.
window, PdYerti'sing vacations in Switzerland, was a picture of

M guide roning off a cliff with a hitch I 11Pd never seen before.
He had a crrabiner s1ur7 close with rone around both legs.,
double rtrpel rope from above -came to the ctrabiner, and made
about four turns arourd tle /Tettl bf the link, then, bearing
only slightiv against his left thigh, went to his left herd or
snubbing. His right hand held the rore above him to keep erect'.
If this hitch"ctr work it should pave P lot of erosion of pants,
and dissinPte the heat were it will not burn.

Ir 'Un Rope I.was-credited with having a date to clinti with
Georges larchal in Belgium. This was a bit premature. I had

secretly hoped to, but,was not, assured of it till I Srwa about

to go to mv hotel after srerding a Friday evening With him,

his wife and her visitIng Swiss friend.••,

Georges Farchal is a Belgian .4.',114neer whose work with the

electrical stnndarA's,of Ms country btought him to America in
1939, where he metc,:Dr. Silsbee, who in turn; mtde him acquainted
with Alvin Peterson,and later.with Ftul Bradt, Leo Scott and me.
We took him to Bull Rim Mountain where he climberl the Overhang
with the need of fewer handholds than are actually there. It
was he who taught us to crochet the climbing ropes as they do

in Belgium' when their are carrying them between clirbs and do
not wishtb'ttke the time to coil and uncoil them.

Marchal lives in Ixelles which is one of the suburbs of
Brussels Prd near the University of Brussels. He lives in the
same Pptrtment previously occunied bY pr. Parton wl-o is now a
section chief in tbe tomic Physics Division at the National
Rureau of Standards. In tl-is apartment he had had a radio
sending station during the war to help the underground, and
for this sin the Germans arrested him and put him in prison
in Brussels for about a veer and -Olen later took him to the
eastern part of Germonv where he wrs finally put to slave
labor in concentration camns. "her be wts released be
weighed les, than 40 kilos, got T. B. , went to Slritzerlard
to be cured but row weighs over AO kilos.


