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ROCK .CLIMBING IN BELGIUM e e

) bv H. 7. Stimson
I sot an ides about ronirg down in Amsterdam which is a

low sdountry with cenals at sea level and some can2l§ below sea
level in ‘tre polders on the,.outskirts of the citv., TIf a store.
window, sdvertisine vacations in Switzerland, was a picture of

p cuide roning off a cliff with a hitch I had never seen before,
He hed a cerabirer slurg close with rone around both legs. The.
double ravpel rope from az2bove-came to the carabiner, and made.
shout fonr turns srourd tre metel of the link, then, besring
onlv slisttly aseinst his left thieh, went to his left hénd for.
snubbing.,. His right hand held.the ronre above him to kéep erect,
If this hitch €~n work it should gave & lot of erosion of vants.

,,,,,

end dissinste the heat where it.will not burn, o
B 2 = Y ’ ";"};‘ LB w4
Ir Up Rope I'wes credited with heving a date to climb with
Georses larchal in Belgium, This was a bif premature, I hed
secretly hoped to, but wes not. assured of it till T was about
to o .to mv ‘hotel after srendine @ Fridevy evening with him,
his wife and her visiting ‘Swiss friend. 2, '

Georges lMarchhl is @ Belgisn Engineer wrose work with the

" electrical standcrds of his countrv brought him to America in

g

1939, where he met’ Dr. Silsbee, who in" turn; maede him acquainted
with Alvin Peterson and later with.Faul Bradt, Leo Scott and me,
We took him to Bull Run Mountain where he climbed the Overbhang
with the need of fewer handholds then are actually there. It
was he who tzueht us to crochet the climbing ropes as thev do
in Belgium when thev are carrving them between climbs and do ..
not wish *to tske the time to coil and uncoil them, "

Marchal lives in Ixelles which is one of the suburbs of
Brussels srd near tre Uriversitv of Brussels, He lives'in the
seme aprrtment previously occunied bv Dr, Marton who is now a
section erief in the Atomic Phvsiecs Division at the National
Bureau of Standerds., In this apartment he had bhed 2 radio
sendines station during the war to help the underground, and
for thris sin tle Germens arrested him and put him in prison
in Brussels for ahout & veer and than later took him to the
esstern nert of Germenv where he wrs finallv put to slave
1~bor in concentration camns, 'her he wts relessed he
weiehed les= tren LO kilos, mot T. B. , went to Switzerlend
to be cured buvt now weirhs over #0 kilos, '



