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NZ#S OF THEZ WASHINGTON ROCK CLINBERS

Vol, 5, no., 9 January 31, 1949
Founders

- Editor Fo
Jan and Herb Conn

Ted Schad
2120 16th St., N¥, Ant. 607

February Meeting

TIIlE. Saturday, February 26, 1949 at 8:00 P.i.

PLACZ. Tom & Stelle Culverwells' home, 6005 #Welborn Irive, #doodacres,
Maryland. Telephone, OLiver 0215.

PROGRAM. The World Premier of the Rock Climbers' own motion picture,
"Up Rope." In addition our Chairman promises a surprise for
thoge who attend, in the nature of a special unveiling.

DIRECTIONS. To reach the Culverwells' by bus take an N-2 (starts at

17th & K, across the nark from Connecticut) or an H-2 Crosstown
(marked Vestmoreland Circle) to 49th and liassachusetts. Here
change to the N-8 (marked McArthur Blvd. or Persimmon Rd.) to

the 7200 block of Massachusetts. This bus does not run often, saso
allow plenty of time. The following connections are suggested:

Eus Leaves at or
N-2 17th & K 6:44 724

H-2 15th & Irving 6:50 2 y0h
N-8 49th & Mass. 715 7:50




VAL IOY T Se T
By Fleanor Tatge
his surmer's outing in Brazil frarkly did nct offer muck inr the
rock olimbing, but such "mourtaineering" as fell in my path had
~iting moments, in a civilized way. I left the States by air-
e the first mart of August for a month's stay, mainly in and rear
45 “aulo, “here I soent the mornings studyirng Portucuecse at the Uniao
- ltural and the week-ends visiting nearby areas. MMy introduction to
razilian tonogra-hy came as the nlane arrived at Pio de Janeiro, where
m18 to change nlanes. The weather was clear and glistening, tle
i~ihility nerfect, but on the run ay of our landing field, on a small
1-1land in the Atlantic Ocean off shore of the cit, , sat a round fluffy
vhite cloud. ait ing, ve circled the city three times, anda vere
trzated to a vnanorama of breathtaking besauty--mountains, lon:s arcuate
beaches, ripoling blue ocean, tall rocky islands, urtil the little
cloud slid off our runiay.

Cn a veek-end trin I travelled by bus to the Atlantic woort of.
Santos. 340 "aulo is on & »nlateau about 3.00C feet high, not more
than 5C miles inland and the deszent to the sea ls steep and rug:ed.
The scenery was wild enough for any mountain enthusiast. I was par—-'
ticularly enthralled by fleeting glimpses of the.great hydroeleectric.
plart.at the very edge of the nlateau before we starteld the descent,
by the twisting and doubling back of the road, oneninz new vistas be-
fore us every second as we snaked .our way downward, and of the gor-
meous waterfalls we wvassed. Ir. the town of Santos I ©1limbed lionte
Jerrat, a delishtful little mountain with a view of tne harbor docks
and ~arehouses and of the imnosirz cathedral from one side, and from
the other the long arcs of Atlantic beaches btacked by scattered tall
arartment houses, and in the distance. the 1sland of Juaraja, vhere I

258 to snerd a most delishtful weelr end on the sands and in the surf.
The met ~d for climbing lionte Serrat. is warticularly unique and ad-
mirable; by elevator. ’ ‘

My sezond mountain climbling venture vas s imilarly unique. In Ri0
je Janeiro . " here I snent the lest five: days of my visit, I was hardly
settled in my hotel on the famous Conacabana beach before I set out to
~1imb Su-ar loaf kountain, which stands zguard at tiae entrance to the
sarbor of Rio. The mountain is delishtfully tall and steep, and I
think would make a fine rock climb for anyone with a free week end to
share who doesn't mind snending his nights tied to a niton. But the
tourist goes up by aerial tramway. The tram is about half the size of
a streetcar. The first car swings un the cable to the half-way go2ind
on ton of hount Urca. There one chanmes to a second car which rises
to the casino nerched on ton of Sugar Loafl. It's quite an experiences

The highest mountain in Rio (more of thie terraln within the city
is mountains than plain, really, and marvelously scenic) 1s the Corco-
vado, on ton of which stands a huge statue nf Christ with outstretched
arms. I started to climb the Jorcovadn o1 foot, but was nersualed to
comnlete the ascent by cog railway by three earnest ard well-mearlrng
“razilian gentlemen who showed me thelr nistols and insisted that I
would be roblhed and in great dancer if I continued alone. The great
statue —as very imnosing. On leaving ®lo our nlane took off shcrtly
after dusk, after the city lights were turred on, and the Casino atop
Sugar Loaf twinzled gaily, and the Christ of the Corcovado, bathed in
flood 1lisnts, became our last recollection of beautiful Rin.
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fepruary irins
rg (“) Trin February 12 and 13. Andrew J. aufnme 3t
2al this tri»n to Thite Oak fanyon or elseviere taot ice cl. 1m5
w0 can be founde A one or two day trip, according to the lchfeS
Lo ge attu“dlny. “lease notify Andy as early as possible if vou
zoine., . ‘
The Trail Clab Trin to Clark's Cave and vicinity will be ~n Febru-
ty- 19 and 20. The Rock Climbers are welcome and urged to attord.
one wno attended the January 2% trin will be needed ag guides, and
w:08e 7o 4ld not will want to form thelr own oninions of this
' : A = LAZE - IRG GAVE.

Spria Trin Schnedule

Pate ' , Placce . Lezder
Larch 13 ' Suwar loaf liountaeln _“ef %ckad
A~ PLl 10 ' 014 Tag ountain '

Lay 1 Devils Zarden L ,
Yay - ?8 30 Aranifather ] o;‘L in L

Devistions from ard zdditions to'th&,sci*at
Tuture irmsues of UP RD E. Tlease resister your. €
trhese trioa with the leader mill i sdvance of tﬂe date zeheduled, ex-
cent for the Sucar Loaf ountain trion, whiich will be a regular ourday
trin, lesving from the isconsin Averus A/ 10t Bhovoe at 8:30 ALl
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lon of moing on
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Ung and Downs

.Dion hubbard ‘ : 7calor Patve

Chris Scoredos Arnold fexler
Johnny Reed - Barl Losburg
¢« dan. 2, 1949. This Sunday, the first 'in'tlé lLew Year, the ~“otomae
7as higkrand most climbs were undéer many feet . pf water at Creat Falls,

Naryland, tie 1oca1c tesiexed by the 1ittlé band of climbers vith rones
"3 hardware. The orly = 1i mblr? that was not aqu1blous a8 aerial.
A'averses vere set un across tJo channels of the Potomac,. These were
Otiated by a number of technigues. A ”Wﬂhlp" .aveited anyone pulling

LOﬂer but no one would nefforn for the ”0hcfu1 )DOtO’“d)ﬁ@Tb. A
TB“e “as located after lunch thet »ermitted some »iton kading and
tinsion elirbing--un & terrific height of ten feet.

¢

Arthur Iembeck C , Do=nald Hubtard ' Dolores Alley
Arnold ‘exler - John leenghan “etty Alley

Zlea~or Tatge

Junoav, January ¢ Thurmont, iid. On & zray morning, vwith Art and
Jolp “roviding transwortation and a coalition of vague recollections
) lUVlule directicons . the group ceventually located an outcro> of low
(ot 1n resting quartzite cliffs at 7olf Rock, a diort 15-minute hike



Zj «rall feom Caxs 1. 5a, Lo ot raere wos 0 . mdiE Pl ede s EE A B~
to the ton Drovided a deligauful v1ewvolnt ror lunchs & 4g.rge wbout
15 feet actross, at the feet of the lunchers, ins»nired ar aerlal trav-
erse, The sun came ocut rather hesi tantly but enough to permit a photo-

v lic record of Arthur's standard and Tyrolean JTraverse techniqgues.

.1 the traverse a gruesome crack was located in the side of the

'ge calculated to be sufficiently overhanging and devoid of holds to
ner fectly suit Don's tech ique. It was Art, however, who finally
2limbed the crack to the tune of deep philosophical discussions, such
s "Using a piton for direct aid on a Class 5 climb."

Thile the men then worked on the problem of transferring them-
gselves from one pit in the gorge to another via a z-foot shelf piton-
lead traverse, the women found a long wvertical cliff reminiscent of
Carderock rine for exploration. With Betty overseeing overations,
Dolores and Eleanor belayed each other, then roped in for a 2-man
horizontal traverse. Returning to tase, they found Arncld, Don, and
Art bugsily engaged on a free rapnel off a projecting beak. On the hike
bacl: to the cars great satisfaction wit- the day's activities was ex-
nressed, and 1t vas resolved to revisit the area for further investi-
ration. T ‘

Chris Scoredos James D. Vennedy Donald Hubbard Hovard Eakerman

Tleanor Tatge Pim Farcher Gaby Rosenberger Andy [faufmann
Dick oldman Ken Tarcher John leenehan Petty Kaufmann
nolxal blon=A Jane Showacre P. T. Stenhens Ena Russell

Eob Tiemanrn

Sunday, Jan. 16, 1949. From the quarry at Great Falls, Virginia,
the climbers wallzed up to Oscar's Leap where a free rappel wvas set up.
The weatherman was on the side of the cameramen this day, and the
cliclzing of shutters accompanied each rapnel. Ascents were made of
the inside corner left of the rappel, and of the wall adjacent, while
Dor taught Pim's uncle, James Kennedy, to tie a bowline. The group
moved on up to Juliet's Ealcony where, on the opposite face, a rannel
swing vas demonstrated for gaining foothold on a little ledge dlfficult
of access, and two roped traverses were made to the Balcony. Joan's
cave rope ladder with wooden cross bars was .aung off the Balcony and
1cderal practice climbs were made with it, and later with a loon lad-

der at the same nlace. On the return trlp an aerial traverse was Sbt
un at the 7Zeorge Tashington Canal lock, especially for the beginners

that constituted the last opneration for the day.
% %% “#

Arnocld Wexler Chris Scoredos
Tleanor Tatge Don Hubbard

Sunday, Jan. 23, 1949. A small group at Carderoclk continued tests
of rope and equipment, the results of which w11l be rencrted, says the
Club Chairmar, at a later date. DPocks were colleeted also for a youn3
friend of Chris', and an infinitesimal quantity of stale and dry much-
rooms. % & ol
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i Lembeck Arnold Texler Ten . roaer Jachk Wlige

}owell Zennett Nancy Rogers Eva “usgall Eleanor Taty -
Hank George Ted Schad Paul Bradt Chris Scoredos
Dick Goldman Clarence Simpson Leo Scott

1 Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 29-30, 1949, Clark's Cave, Virginia.
“eetine at the store in Millboro S»rings .at about 9:30 Saturday morn-
~"3, nlneteen of the Rock Climbers formed a six-car motor caravan and
toceeded to Clark's Cave on the Cowpasture River. A short hike Wy
‘ie 1ill behind Nr. Clark's house brought them out at the top of thHe
“1lifi's in vhich the entrances to the Cave are locateds, Jhile some of
the group vere safetied down a rustic ladder, the more adventurous
ravoelled down to the Cave entrance.

After assembling in the palatial Ball Room of the Cave, the party
Split into four or five small bands to explore. At least five adadi-
tional entrances were visited, mostly inadvertently by groups who
thought they were peretrating deeper in. MNMany passageways additional
to those shown on the Speleologist's map were explored, Art Lembeck
and Leo Szott even found some rock climbing. Their gzroup, the Leo-
bPhytes, bravely urged them on, even when this resulted in no little
Physical inconvenience, as vhen '7in was heard to call back after a
Particularly tortuous squeeze thru a narrov passage, "Ok Leo, will
Jou nlease pick up my foot and push it thru?" leanvhile Naney and Leo
Mead banded bats.

Toward the end of the afternoon several of the parties merged,
and all reached the rendezvous point in the Ball Room by 6 o'clack er
Shortly after. At the entrance it was discovered that rnight had fallen
and the weather had turned colder. After ascending the ladder the
Darty drove back to lMillboro Snrings, then south to Porter's Cave,
located about 100 yards east of the highway and, it seemed to the vieary
Cavers, 100 yards above it. Camm was quiclily established in the en-
trance room, and the smell of cooking food soon perveded the atmosphere.,
Several vnack rats, smoking cigars (presumably filched from an earlier
Darty of cave visitors) lurked behind stalagmites, awaiting thetr
Chances., After dinner most of the party retreated into the more com-
fortakle inner rooms to sleep, and, after retrieving a sleeping bag
alch hed been tossed down a 40-ft. pit in the floor of the main pas-
Sagevay, vere soon fast asleep. The pack rats seized the opnortunity
Lo make awoy with several loaves of bread (white only--they scornoed
the vitamins etc. of whole wheat bread), coolkies, and various and sun-
dry other items, after cheving holes in the pack in vhieh the articles
ere contaired. The FKarchers found the bed in their new ash Alrflyte
quite comfortable, altho ice had formed on the inside »f the windows.

After sleening late, and a slov brealfast, some of the party ex-
nlored nortions of Porters Cave; Taul, with a shovel, preparei soft
beds in the cave rooms for the expected Trail Clubbere in Februery;
°rnd the duffle was packed out to the cars. The party th@p divicded,
three core toling in the view from “eddish Knob; Paul makirg further
"rrangements for the Trail Club trip; Ted investigeting arirding noises
in his cer (vwhich vere found to be caused by a lack of grease in tho
Aifferaential); and Art heading for the Skyline Drive to look for »ror-
1sing »nlaces for ice climbing. He covered the South and Zentr:’ aen-



