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VIAJE MEXICANO
By Helen R. Scoredos

Chris and I decided to take Eric to Mexico with us in spite of
all agdvice to the contrary. Eric was about 14 months old; however ve
Peasoned that the Mexicans were rearing children, and if a certain per-
Centage of them died along the way, still a good many achieved adult-
hood, The only nrecautions we took were with his milk (canned) and
?aby food. He was fed only food that could be peeled or cocked, and
Water boiled for 10 minutes, a daily morning chore before we left our
Quarters for the sightseeing.

. 7e left Texas from laredo early one hot afternoon. After a little
dlfficulty we nassed customs and for the first time, at least Tfor me,
e left the soil of the United States. The early part of our itrip wuas

hrough arid desert region. Cf course we had to pass through several
Checking stations, and were liberally supplied with papers, including
travelers' permit, other identification papers, and a large red sticlk-
er saying "Tourista," which was attached to our windshield making us
fair target for special services. We were very fortunate that in the
Carly and hottest part of our journey it was raining. We travelled on
Fh@ Pan American Highway all the way to_lMexico City and back. It was
_ Viry good road but by our standards not a super highway. There are
-seguent signs warning the driver to watch out for live stock, neces-
Sary becsuse it is one of the most travelled of roads by pedestrians,
Stock, etc., Side roads do not exist, and it is safe policy to keep to

he highway,

B The homes and villages are quite picturesque, mostly with thatched
mOOfS and of very light construction. One of the tiings that surpriced
ae most was the number of peonle everywhere, for rarely did you pass
wgy gort of shelter that wasn't teeminge. The agricultural equiprent

r 8 very primitive. It was astonishing how many of the things we saw
Simlnded me of illustrations in my grade-school geography book. The
*.enery is sunerdb, particularly as you go through the mountains. Many
“les Chris exclaimed, "That looks like an interesting climb!" But

fq 7Tic and I remained firmly in our seats. As you drive the car arou.d

Erﬁ hairpin curves. you gee all sorts of intriguing sights such 2s
U1t stands, homey achivities in private duellings, and little chil-



ifen defying 21l laws of saielty vy rushing into tne woud oifer.ng bits
0% ghells, fruits, principally vananas, which grow wild, and others,
T Y2u~ht a red bahana which was simply the most delicious thing I

iove sver eaten. No matter how isolated a spot seemed, Ve would no
~uorier stop our car than some Mexican would appear unobtrusively, ob-
Serving our every move. There is no rubbish along the highway as there
is likely to be here. Everythiﬁg ig confiscated and treasured by the
Deople walking along the road. It was hard for me to grasp the vast
differcnces in our standards of living, for the poverty wasg the most
devressing thing we encountered. Tomen with small children, various
handiCapped persons, and little children, were always present with

heir ever-pressing ) requests for money or
anything you could STUDIES IN WHITE NO. IX give them.

liexico City was everything we had imag-
ined-«peautiful ho- - }.tels, office buildings,
Stores, lovely parks 1 and scenery, and a gen-
€rally relaxed, gra- _ cious air among the
Peonle 1living there. I particularly liked
the food. Once in a while some of the sauces
Viere too strange for my relatively unsophis-
ticated palate, but on'the whole it was very
Pleasant. We avoided t .the places that catered
to regular tourists; A Close-up of Helen I'm sure you could spend
& holiday in Mexico Scoredos' Teeth Ex- without touching the

lives of the natives, posed in the Wide Grin and as for any experi-
ence with native cus- Sheé'Wore asg She'-Topped toms, ‘you might as well
Stay home. Since the Triangle & Coffin  Chris speaks Spanish :
Fluently, we got on Sunday, July 25. along without difficul-
Ey. and could easily ' have passed for native
Yexicans if it hadn't been for Eric's and my blondness. Our only re-
gret was that our stay was essentially a short onc, and there were
m&py pleces that we had to leave unvisited, not to mention the moun-
tain climbing we could have done.

Ups and Downg

Dick Goldman Patsy lMoore Ray Moore
Sally Lindsley Suzy loore Mike Moore
Eleanor Tatge . Moore friends

Sunday July 17, 1949. John lleenehan had suggested Harpers Ferry
the week pefore, and so, altho John failed to materialize as leader

for nig trip, the party nevertheless drove to Loudcun Cliffs., The
Veather proved fickle, and the cliffs too well soaked for any thought
of serious climbing. It was decided to look for a swimmable quarry.
Little success ensueds After lunch at a roadside table, /1t was found
Ehat guarries in the region were interdicted because of pollo, and
after due deliberation part of the group went to Weverton and had a
dip in the muady Potomac, which, tho brief and somewhat trying, left

e
rq Zhem at least wet.

SIconor Tatao, Bditor  BBIL 14th Strcet, Nd, -Washington 11, D.C.
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Ray lioore Paul Bradt -~ Marion Jackson Helen Scoredos
Suzy lloore Jo Bradt . Bob Knox Eric Scoredos
Prtsy lloore Allan Bradt . Bernie Burke Doloreg Alley
“ike lloore Peter Bradt Bernie weitz Betty Alley
Eleanor Tatge © . John heenehan

Sunday July 25, 1949. Paul's and Eleanor's rubber boats brought

the gromp safely to Cuold' Bover Island despite considerable current

in the river. "Thile the mothers got the children into bathing sults,
one climbing group polished up the Brown Overhang (climbed by John,
Ray, Bernard B., and Paul) whilp another (Bernie 7., Dolores, and
Eleanor) climbed the Bachelor s Climb, Soon the flrst group arrived
likewise at the Bechelor's, and Ray, Bob, and Berrie Eurke macde 1t.
The Master's and the Doctor's were also climbed, the first by Dolores,
~aoy, John, both Bernies, Marion, Helen, & Paul; the latter by Pay,
“srnie Durke, Helen, and Paul, partly before and partly after lunch,
1ile Jo and Eleanor watched the children. ‘ S

After a swim, the Sink Stopper was again put intg agtion,. and the o
tired and weary, wet and muddy party eventually reached their autos
and set out for their suppers.



Helen Scorecdos Raper Geatoergoof.  Anvie Hamuwack
Eric Scoredos Jornn Meenenhan Eleanor Tatge
Dick Gaylord '

. Sunday July 30, 1949, From the Hot Shonpe two cars heeded for
“irarloaf Mountain, Maryland, on a lovely clear, cool day. While John,
fbbie, and Dick climbed rear the Cave, Eleanor and Roger first did some
nractice rappelling, then climbed thru the Cave and down the adjiacent
v2ll. A little scouting lead to another descent by Roger, who cnjoyed
very much exnloring a route down the sheer wall at the top of the
Cliff just to the right of the stairway. Dick, Helen, and John took to

a new activity known as "Running Noses" as they tackled a series of

jutting noints one after another. Eric, of course, was most cnergetic
of all, and kept his mother and Abbie in turn on the "qui vive" keep-
ing up with him. -

Inslide Corner

(Editor's Note: Our Sundays may average a shade less hectic, but

Our mailbox is simply overflowing these days: Hope you enjoy the let-
ters as much as we do.) '

From Earl Mosburg: "Arrived in Seattle June 23 after a very nice
trip vest. At Glacier we spent a day and a night at llany Glacier wnere
W§ climbed Grinnell Point, which rises above Swiftcurrent Lake, split-
ting the valley in two. The 4th of July we were up Mt. Baker, and
thig past week end I climbed Mt. Rainier with the Seattle liountaineers,
1GaVing High Camp (9500 ft.) at half past midnight by moonlight. Sev-
en hours to the summit (14,408 ft.)." N _

On July 11 Chris Scoredos wrote Helen from Edmonton, Alberta,
that he expected to reach Jasper later in the day. This communication
followed cards from Chicago, St. Paul, and Winnepege.

On July 12 Ken Karcher, Pim, and Jane Showacre sent a card from
Lﬁko Louise extolling the comfort of the beds in their Nash and noting
"ot they were waiting for Betty and Andy Kauf fman. '

Dated July 13 a card from lialigne Lake, Jasper National Park
signed Ken, Pim, Jane, Andy, and Betty notes a warming up climb of
Ht. Athabaska 11,452 ft. high. "We are waiting for the traln to take
Us to Tete Jaune Cache and then we'll back-pack for 3 days to the Ca-
riboos. P.S. If you put this in UP ROPE be sure ‘t¢ say that it was

Srowing on the top peak."

For the Hendricks pari.y Art Lembeck dropped us acard from anper,
B. C. on July 11. "We leave here late this afternoon, possibly in phe'
rain. (Clouds are heavy and some lightningas we came in on the trdin.

, And from Johmnie Reed on July 10: "Just thought you might like to
Xnow that our pie-wagon held together and we f inally mde 1t to ilcin-

}QY Park, in spite of hell, high water, mosquitoes, and the Alaska
~Ldhway, not to mention the perversities of a Survey field car. The
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up the highway was really L2art-proog iy -3¢ Moy prountzins to &
Timhed and no time te climb them. L hod to be gdatinfied with
t~iirz lots of pictures and climbinrg them through the field glasses.

sy far we haven't had a chance to get back into the Park very
much, but the climbing poscibilities vigible from here are cnough to
keep a good many climbers tusy for about twenty years. Among other
things we have a mountain right outside our tent that looks for c11
4ho torld like 0ld Rag--if you could stack 0ld Rag on top of itself
““pout half a dozen times. Through sn unfortunate combination of cir-
cumstances I haven't had a chance to get in any- real climbing yet, but
"T s%ill have hopes. My two chief difficulties seem to be:

1. There is an average of about one mosquito per cubic centimeter

Ve Of B.il". . ’ GO ' .
o, Nylon is soluble in the only-type of mosquito repellent that
e have.

Perhaps you can offer a suggestion.

Wapccording to the June 22 UP ROPE, the Jashington Rock Climbers
are going to have the mountains in British Columbia outnumbered. Why
don't you get them to come up here where we've got some real mountains?

“"Do you suppose you:could efférd to mail my UP ROPE up here for
the summer. I'1l be real sure to pay you back-sthe wery next time you
belay me up the Spiderwalk."

“"p. 5, You may be interested to know tHat I developed an entire-
1y new mountaineering technique the other day--quite by accident! e
werc coming down from doing some geology on one of the low peaks near
here when T decided it would be easier walking inia long snow gully
thot led down one side of the ridge. It was--for the firgt three
stopse. Then my feet went out from under me, I landed on where my rap-~
pel patch should have been, and I took off down the mountain like a
bob-gled, steecring with my geologic pick. I got down the mountain in
about two minutesg, but I spent two hours trying to warm up certain ox-
rosed parts of my anatomy and the next week sewing a ncw seat in my
pants. ' C
"1 also got a glimpse of licKinley the other day. I an not going
un it with my four carabiners."
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At the end of July Dick Goldman and Joe alsh of Philadelphia
hoaded "est for fun in the Selkirks. Incidentally, wec omitted Joe
ialsh's name from the Ups and Downs climbing list for Sunday,- July 2.
Yes, he was out at Sugarloaf lMountein with the rest of the gang. It
was most inadvertent, Joe, and we humbly bteg your pardoni. : ;

Gus Cambs had a fascinating interview with a charming lady re-
porter from the Sunday STAR which he will long r emember. ; She wantcd
to know about climbing and about the Washington Rock Climbers, and
Gus was certainly the man to tell her. Another of our climbers, Art

.+ Lembeck is getting himself in the STAR too, we hear. He and Win are

to appear in the Magazine Section, and in color on the cover, as typi-
cal P.A.T.C. hikers, on Sunday, August 14.

Lk A
And 1last but not least, the Conns are settling down: We hear by v
thie grapevine that they've tought 10 -acres in South Dakota. (Plaace
forgive us, Mrs. Bien, for referring to you as a grapevine!)



