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In order to promote a ,clear understanding of the governmental
Andunder discustion,with reference to the '-ashington rock climbing -
groun'UP 7-OPE is :publishing the following :three articles, two by Po"-,
tomac.AppalaChian Trail Club members Jo and Paul Bradt, who Advocate
that the rock climbers continue their association with the Trail Tlub
ao a. Committee of that organiZation, one by anon-Trai,l Club member),
Herb Conn, advocating comnlete separation from that :organization.

BACTGROIIND
Py Josenhine Bradt, Secretary waShington Rock Climbers

, Years .ago Paul Bradt asIted the Trail Club to form a rock Climb-
in committee. Tho the. then President of the Trail Club opposed the

idea, the council .(consisting Of the other officers and committee

chairmen) .voted unanimously in favor of Such an action. The President
set -4n no such committee; so after atew months J,Taitillg Pal:11 got to-
'ether a dozen Trail Clubtetbers interested in mountaineering and

asind them what to. do. SinCe the same mat had been Trail Club Presi-
.5 nt for something like thirteen yesrs and et111 looked quite healthy,

'1Q ,group advised, forming a separate organization. • '
This was done 441 May 1941, the group later becoming known as

the VAshington Rock Climbets...A- feW .tonths later the perennial Trail
Club President'went.intothe armed Services.' One of the first acts'
of the new incumbent was to ask Paul to form a Rock Climbing Committee.
Paul explained thata Separate group already existed in which the rock
climbing head as elected, 7nd:that such an arrangement was preferable
to one in which he was apinted. After-,,a'brief discussion it was de-
oided that the custom could be followed Of appointing ,the elected head
Of the WaShington Pock -Climbers to the office of Trail Club Rock
Climbing Chairman. Paul wab accordingly albo giyen. the office of
Chairman of the Trail Club Pock Climbing Committee. In order to have
a Trail Club CoMmittee over which to be chairman, he .askad'. a, half
'aozen Trail Club climber's if he mi7ht put their names under his on
07icial list of committees. This was done, and the custom has teen

ed to also by the next two Trail Club presidents and the next
three rock climbing heads.
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Voting. The rashinELor. Rock Climbers had been organized less

less than a year when they adopted as a qualification for voting the
require:nent that the voter must have made at least two of a list of
difficult (A) qualifying climbs in the year, excepting that two 43 iimbø
from an easier list (B climbs) might be substituted for one pf the
•-7.ifficult ones. On following years voting qualifications might be
-,,pintained by climbing as little as one climb from either aist. This
limitation on the ballot was to prevent the group ultimately becoming
dominated by inactive "old grads" who might prefer congenial teas to
cliffs. A fUrther limitation as placed on the! ballot July 1, 1945,
limiting the vote Of members admitted after thit date to members of
the Potomn.c Appalachian Trail Club. This was an expression of the de-
sire to later become affiliated with that, Club.

.4.p. Issue Arises. No formal limitations Were plaued on the
qualifications of the head man. It was generally recognized that he
couldn't expeet to sit on the Trail Club governing council unless he

belonged to that club. However, when Jan and Herb Conn came back to

town last fall, their admirers felt that this defect was insignificant

compared with their other qualifications; and accordingly elected Herr

head man despite the fact' that he didn't belong to the Trail Club.

After the election he showed, no inclination to join. This thwarted

the desire of the Trail Club President to head the Trail Club Commit-

tee with a person of our choosing. It brought the Trail Club off icer

face to face with the fact that the rock climbing group had outgrown

the time when they could be treated on paper as tho they were just

another committee. Victor Howard, Trail Club President, discussed

the situation with the Rock Climbers at an open meeting Jan. 19. 
Two

solutions seemed possible: ,one, a eomPlete separation of the 7ashing-

ton Rock Climbers from the Trail Club; the other, the discovery of a

workPble relationship between them that both groups would accept.

Hunt for a Relationshit. To explore the latter possibility,

Jan n d Herb Conn, Sterling Hendrieks, 'Arnold Texler, and 'Paul Bradt

met ',7'ith Art and r'inn Lembeck, It was there decided that th,e best

1,7or1rable relationshin between the groups tould be that of a semi
-auton-

omous self-governing rock climbing section of the Trail Club. At

Howard's request, Arnold, Sterling, Art and Paul met at his home

to discuss this proposal with some of the Trail. Club officers. The

re sults of this diS cussion were surf ici ently encouraging to arrant

presenting a motion to the Trail Club . Council March 14, establishing

such a semi-autonomous relationship. There was considerable discus-

sion in which the motion was supported by Art Lembeck, Leo Scott, 
and

. other officers in the council, , and by Arnold 1,7exler, 'Sterling Hen-

dricks, and Paul Bradt, present, by invitation. The motion was os,rriec

25 to 1, and as presented for your information in the last UP ROPE.

The Motion. This Motion di soontinues the Trail Club Rock Clin'ar

ing Committee k which last year consisted of Arnold Wexler, Paul Breat
,

Sterling Hendricks, Pon Hubbard, Art Lembeoh, John Reed, Chris 
Score

dos, and 7Telen- Scoredos). In place of this Committee it provides for

the establishment. of a semi-autonomous group called. a Mountaineering

Committee, having the privilege', like the Sierra Club, Los Angeles

pock Climbing Section, of electing its own head. This is a full of-

a,oeeptance by the Trail Club of the basic organizational fea-

tures the rock climbers had been workinti .:to'.7ard, The motion also(

limits the vote to Trail Club members. As pointed out above, thiEr;,



le the limitation whieh the Washington Reck Climbers voluntarily im-posed upon themselves sine 1945, exeepting_that we had not imposedthe limitation on the few:non-Trail'Club climbers belonging to thegroup before Jult:1945.
.D0'We'Want:It/ It is now our turn to vote on whether such ami-autonoMeus relationship with the Trail Club is that we want.-.While the qualifications for voting described,aboVe have not beenchanged, it 'is desired to know the feelings of.eVeryone on thip'ques-tion: If the general vote indicates that the qugaified voters are of"n opinion differing from the rest of the group, they will be asked- to reconsider. So send in your ballot. If you don't, you can't corn-lain if you are surprised by the results

STATEMENT FAVORING TRAIL CLUB AFFILIATION
By Paul Bradt

The Trail Club motion, by being brief, may have sounded high-handed to some. Those who have read. the Secretary's statement ofbackground will realize that the opposite is the case. The mdtion wasan outcome of the work of a half dozen rock °limbers who wanted toPreserve the advantages of Trail Club affiliation and yet retain theMaximum amount of self-government possible. If the Trail Club hadwanted to be high-handed they would certainly not have oonsidered sucha motion until we had voted that it would be acceptable to us. Theirtillingness to "stock their necks out" with such an offer is a reeultof a belief that they are offering what we want. Nothing in the pro-Posed arrangement will change the informality of our trips, eithar asto transportation arrangements or freedom of movement. Not will ithamper the hospitality felt by rock climbers for newcomers of any kind,Indeed, the proposed arrangement with the PATC is almost that which wehave voluntarily followed informally for years. If you don't like thegroup that developed under that arrangement, you should vota opposingTrail Clubsaffiliation.
The Changes. It is noted in the Trail Club motion that veteitii the Committee would be limited to Troll Club members. This is1-,ot a significant changes The rock climbers have voluntsrily imposedthis same limitation on their voting privilege since 1945, exemptingthose who had joined before that date. Peally, the only signifi-"nt change brought about by the adoption of the Trail Club motion"ould be the limitation'of the rock climbing chairmanship to P.A.T.C.members. This certainly is logical if the group is to be a Trail ClubCommittees
The fact that Herb Conn is not a Trail Club member need not initself influence anyone's decision, He could join the Trail Club ifhe wished. Nor do I think he would want anyone to vote against TrailClub affiliation as a courtesy to him. If you think that the future ofhe Rock Climbing group is better assured byTrail Club affiliation, herits you to tell him so by your vote for affiliation. If you tnink!..t is better assured by independence .from the Trail Club, I .ant youL'3 so vote.
The Trail Club. However, independence from the Trail .Club _

dependence from the largest mountaineering group in the_East southor Nor York and Chicago--a group that has shown that it is sympa-ulaL:.



to rock climbing ehenever the issue has come o a icte or whenever
the rock climbers nresented a program to them. The Trail Club in-
clude o 36 of our rock climbing members (out of 74--Ed.) and to these
climbers,they have been so gracious that no rock climber has dropped.
Is Trail Club membership while he still paid rock climbing dues and
)therwise showed that he hadn't dropped rock climbing to the same ex-
tent, This grace on the part of Trail Club members isn!t, put on, but
oriFinetes in the fact that many .who wouldn't allow themselves to be
tied in a rope still feel an inner kinship for climbers of rocks.
Lany of our climbers first heard of us from the Trail Club; and we can
nronerly hope to meet good climbers in the future though the Trail
Club membership*

Affiliates. The proposedrrangement alP Provides for non-
Trail Club affiliates. These are simply the non-Trail Club climbers
that we are so glad to have coming out with us now. The word "affiIi-
o.te" connotes only clos,eness (meaning literally 'to adopt as a son")
and no one should feel disrleased to find himself regarded as such.
Any rock climber that would nrefer to be a voting member can join the
Trail Club, (I will volunteer, to handle the tough e.ase s1 Terms now
effective:, Success or double your money back)0 Those V.-lab don't
r-e:nt to join the Trail Club cannot complain of the title. They have
the best of company. John :Teenehan feels too Trapped up in the Spele-
ological Society to join. Jan and Herb Conn are cut of town most of
the time and wouldn't get their money's eorth. Andy and Betty Kauff-
man have sold their hearts to the Harvard Mountaineering Club) corn -
pared to which the local group is away down the social scale,c Others
doubtless have ,other reasons just as good. We do not enquire what the
reasons are, We are just glad to have them with us.

AdnDIaL21. Affiliation would end the unnatural existence of
two organizations (The 7ashingtDn Rock Climbers and the Trail Club
?ock Climbing Committee) functioning as one, With the status clari-
fied, fuller use can be made of the Trail Club facilities.

Specifically promised is a permanent mailing address at the
Tr la Club office and a telephone number1 Also to be gained would be
a wince to keep group records. These things have been sadly lacking
luring the period we have just passed through* , Out of tom friends
'ej snorting goods dealers have not found it easy to keep up with the 4
r-erics and addresses of all our -chairmen and editors. Then we ourselve'

shall have been out of torn a few years, .w -too will be glad to know 4

an address to send friends to, or to come back to ourselves in case c)

a visit to lrashington. It seems highly doubtful if the rock climberS

could indenendently nrovido such conveniences themselves; and if they

tried you may be sure they would have to charge dues much higher than

the 14.00 a year that the Trail Club costs.
Other advantages doubtless will develon through use of the

Trail Club owned office. rne will be ,,.'a place where a store of pitons,

karnbiners and edge nails can be kept available for anyone w 4.shire7 to

examine hardware before he buys. Also one can dream at least of a

retook of flea nylon climbing rope on the shelf available for purchase
at cost.

Do Ice Need a New Chairman? To be sure, vie will need anew

chairman upon -affiliation with the Trail Club (unless Herb changes
lie' mind and joins the PATO). But I guess we'd have,, to do it one


