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" THE BIG QUESTION .

chang In order to promote a elear understanding of the governmental
anu‘udnder discusBicn. vith reference to the rashington rock climbing
group UP ROPE is publieching the following three articles, two by Po-
omae Appalachian Trail Club members J¢ and Paul Bradt, who advocate
that the roek climbers continue their association with the Trail Jlub
a3 -3 Committee of that organization, one by a.non-Trail Club memter,
Herb conn, advocating comnlete geparation from that organization.

BACVGROUND
By Josenhine Bradt, Secretary Tashlington Rock Climbers

Years ago Paul Bradt asked the Trail Club to form a rock climb-
inz committee. Tho the then President of the Trail- Club opposed the
iQ€ﬂ the council (consisting of the other of ficers and committee
Chﬂirmpn) voted unanimously in favor of such an action.  The President
et ‘un no such committee; so after a few months ralting Paul got to-
Rether a dozen Trail Club members interested in mountﬂineerlnp and
A8l=d them what to dos Since. the same man had been Trail Club Presi-

nt for something like thirteen years and still looked ‘quite healthy,
vhf group advised forming a separats organization.

This vas done in May 1941, the group later becoming knovn as
the ‘ashlngton Rock Climbers. : A fev. months later the perennial Trall
Club President vent into the armed services. One of the first acts
Of the nev incumbent was to ask Paul to form a Rock (Climbing Committee.
Paul explained that a qeparate group already existed in which the rock
Olimblng head vas elected, 2nd that such an arrangement was preferable

O©:one in vhich he was.apg _inted. After a brief discussion it vas de-
clded that the custom could be followed of appointing the elected head
Of the Washington Pock Climbers to the office of Trail Club Rock :
Climbing Chairmana. Paul was accordingly also given the office of
Chalrman of the Trail Club Rock Climbing Committee. In order to have
2 Trail Club Committee over which to be chairman, he asked a halfl
“0zer: Trail (Club climbers if he might put their names under his or %i..
©"ficial list of committees. LK This vwas done, and the custom has bteen
"dhmred to also by the next tmo Trail Club presidents and the next
th?ef ronV climbing heads.
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Voting. The Vashingicr. Rouok Climbers had been organized less
less than a year when they adonted as a qualification for voting the
reyiirement that the voter must have meade at least two of a 1list of
difficult (A) qualifying climbs in the year, excevting that two elimb®
from an easier 1ist (B climbe) might be substituted for one pf the
*ifficult oness, On following years voting qualifications might be
maintained by climbing as little as one c¢limb from either 1list, This
limitation on the ballot was to prevent the group ultime tely beecoming
dominated by inactive “old grads" who might prefer congenial teas to
c1iffs. A further limitation was placed on the ballot July 1, 1945,
limitine the vote of members admitted after thdt date to members of
the Potomac Apnalachian Trail Club. This was an expression of the de-
sire to later become affi liated with that Club.

An Issue Arises. No formal limitations vere placed on the
qualifications of the head man. It was generally recognized that he
couldr't expect to sit on the Trall Club governing council unless he
belonged to that club. However, when Jan and Herb Conn came back to
town last fall, their admirers felt that this defect vas insignif‘icant
compared with their other qualifications; and accordingly elected Herb
head man despite the f act that he didn't belong to the Trail Club.
After the election he shovwed ro incdlination to Jjoin. This thwarted
the desire of the Trail Club President to head the Trall Club Commit-
tee with a person of our choosing. It brought the Trail Club officer?
froe to face with the fact that the rock climbing group lmd outgrown
the time when they could be treated on paper as tho they vere just
another committees Victor Howard, Trail Club President, discussed
the situstion with the Rock Climbers at an opsn meeting Jan. 19, TWO
solutions seemed possible: one, a ecomplete eseparation of the 7ashing~
ton ®oclr Climbers from the Trail Club; the other, the discovery of a
vorksble relationshin betveen them that koth groups would accept.

Hunt for a Relationshin. To exnlore the latter possibility,

Jan and Ferb Conn, Sterling Herdricks, Arnold Wexler, and TPaul Bradt
met vith Art and "inn lLembeclk, It was there decided that the best :
vorlable relationshin between the groups vould be that of a semi-auton
omous self-governing rock climbing section of the Trail Clubs At

"t Povard's reouest, Arnold, Sterling, Art and Paul met at his home
o discuss this proposal with some of the Trail Club officers. The
results of this discussion were sufficiently encouraging 1o varrant
rresenting a motion to the Trail Club Council March 14, establishing
such a semi-autonomoug relationship. There was conslderable discus-”
sior ‘n vhich the motion was supported ty Art Lembeck, Leo Scott, and
other officers in the council, and by Arnold Wexler, Bterling Hen- |
dricks, ard Paul Bradt, present by invitation. The motion vas carried
25 to 1, and vwas presented for your information in the last UP ROPE» ¢

The Motion. This Motion 4iscontinues the Trail Club Rock g1imp
ing Ccommlttee (vhich last year consisted of Arnold Wexler, Paul Bradt{
Sterling Hendrick s, Don Hubbard, Art Lembeel:, John Reed, Chris Score”
dos, and elen Scoredos)., In place of this Committee 1t provides for 1
trhe egtablishment of a semi-autonomous group called a Mountaineering v
Jormittee, having the privilege, like the Sierra Club, Los Angeles |
boek Climbing Section, of electing its owvn heads Thls le a full of”~ i
f1ctal acceptance by the Trail Club of the basic organizational fea~ |
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tures the rock climbers had been working tovards, The motion alsof
1imits the vote to Trail Club memberse. As pointed out above,_ﬂqi@
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18 the limitation which ‘he Washington Rock ¢limbers voluntarily im-
Dosed upon themselves sinne 1948, exeepting that we had not imposed
the limitation on the fer ron-Trail Club climbers belonging to the
groun before July 1945,

Do We Want It” It is now our turn to vote on whether such s
“emi~autonomous relationship with the Trail Club is what ve want.
"ile the qualifications for voting describted above have not been
Changed, 1t 1s desired to know the feelings of everyone on this ques-
tion, 1If the general vote indicates th~t the qualified voters are.of
.0 oninion differing from the rest of the groun, they will be asked
to reconsider. So send in your ballot. If you don't, you can't com-
nlain if you are surnrised by the result! ' -t

STATEMENT FAVORING TRAIL CLUB AFFILIATION
By Paul Bradt '

~The Trail Club motion, by being btrief, may have sounded high-
handed to some, Those who have read the Secretary's statement of
Packground will reallize that the opposite is the cases. The motion vas
an outcome of the work of a half dozen rock climbers who wanted to
Preserve the advantages of Trail Club affiliation and yet retain she
Maximum amount of self-government possibles If the Treil Club had
“anted to be high-handed they would certainly not have considered such
& motion until we had voted that it would be e.cceptable to us. “heir
"1llirgness to "stock their necks out" with stich an offer 1s a result
°f o belief that they are offering vhat we want. Nothing in the pro-
Posed arrangement will change the informlity of our trips, eithoer as
to transnortation arrangements or freedom of movement. Not will it
hamper the hospitallty felt by rock climbers for neveconers of any kind.
Ndeed, the proposed arrangement with the PATC is aiumost that vhich we
‘ve voluntarily followed informally for years:. If you don'% like the
group that developed under that arrangement, you should vcte cppoging
Trail club affiliation. ‘

The Changes. It is noted in the Trail CIubd motiorn +lat vote
"1tnin the Committee would be limited to Trail Club members: Th.s is
"ot 2 gignificant changes The rock climbers heve volunterily imposed
thig same limitation on their voting privilege since 1945, exempting
"Nly those who hed Joined before that dates Really, the only signifi-
"t change brought about by the adoption of the Trail Club motion
“Ould be the limitation ‘of the rock climbing chairmanship to P.A.T.3.
Members, This certainly is logical if the group is to be a Trail Club
Committee, ~
: The fact that Herb Conn is not a Trail Club member need not in
1tself inflvence anyone ‘s decision. He could join the Trail Club if
° Wished. ©Nor do I think he vould want anyone to vote against Trail
Clup affiliation as a courtesy to him. If you think that the future of
hhe Rock Climbing group is better assured by -Trall Club affiXfatiory he
2nts you to tell him so Ly your vote for affiliation. If you taink
;2 1s better assured by indeperdence -from the Trail Club, I rart you
2 807 vote. , : ¢ , :
. The Trail Club. However, independence from the Trail .Club . -
lhdeDendence from the largest mountaineering group in the East souta
°f Nev York and Chica go--a group that has shown that it is symopaelc i




-+

to rock climbing thenever the lssue has come o0 a vsole or vhenever
t‘e rock climkters nresented & program to them« The Trail Club in-
ludes 36 of our rock climbing members (out of T4--Ed.) and to these
limkors they have been =o grasious that no rock ¢climber has dropped
Trail Club membershlp vkllo he still paid rock c¢limbing dues and
)+hv¢ 'ise showved that he hadn't dropped rock c¢limbing to the same ex-
tents This grace on the part of Trail Club members isn'’t put on, but
originntes in the fact that many wvho wouldn't allow themselves to be
tied in a rope still feel an inner kinship for climbers:of rocks
Lany of our climbers first heard of us from the Trail Club; and we can
nronerly hope to meet good climbers in the future through the Trail
Clulk membership

Afflllﬁtes. The proposed arrarngement alsgo provides for non-
Trnil Club affilistess These are simnly the non-Trail Club climbers
thrt e are so glad to have coming out with us nows The vord "affizl-
ate" conrotes only closeness. (meaning literally "to adopt as a son")
and -no sone. should feel. disrleased to find himself regarded as suchs
Any rock climber that would nrefer to be a voting member can join the
Trail Club., (I w11l voluntesr to handle the tough :ases, Terms now
effective: Sucecess or double your money back), Those that don't
vant to jJjoin the Trall Club cannot complain of the title, . They have
the best of company. John lleenchan feels tco wrapped up in the Spele”
ological Soeiety to join. Jan and Herb Conn are.cut of town most of
the time and wouldn't get their money's vworths Andy'end Betty Kauff-
man have sold their hearts to the Harvard Mountua ‘neurlng dlub, com+
pared to vhich the local group is away down the social scale« Others
doubtless have .other reasons just as good. We do not enquire what the
reasons are. We are Just glad to hﬂve them vwith us.

Advantages. Affiliation would end the unnaturesl 6A1QtoPUC of
two organizations (The ¥Washington Rock Climbers and the Treil (Club
2oek Climbing Committee) functioning as one. With the status clari-
fied, fuller use cen be made of the Troil Club faellities.

Specifically promised 1s a permanent mailing address at the
Tr 11 Club office and a teleplhione number. Also to be gained would beé
7 nlace to keep group records. These things have been sadly lecking
5uring the period we have Just passed throughe.  Out of tovn fricnds
13 gporting goods dealers have not found it easy to keep up with the
rnamas and addresses of all our chalrmen and editorss, Then we ourselV@s
sh21l have been out of tovn a ferv years, we-too will be glad to knovw |
an address to send friends to, or to come back to ourselves in case of
s visit to "ashington. It sccms highly doubtful if the rock climbers
could indevendently nrovide such conveniences themselves; and if thej
tried you may be sure they would have to charge dues much highsr thal

the 84,00 a year that the Trail Club costs.
Other advantages doubtless will develon through use of the

Trail Club owned office. Tne-will be a place vhere a store of pitons
karabiners and edge nails can be kept available for anyone wishing 40
examine hardware before he buyse. Also one can dream at least of a ﬁ
ctock cf neiv nylon climbing rope on the shelf available for purchase

rt OOL)tQ b
Do We Need a New Chairman? To be sure, ve will need a new

chairman .upon affiliation with the Trail Club (unless Herb changes
iic mind and joins the PATC)e But I guess vwe'd have to do it any 7Y




