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», JAN AND HERB CONN 8 CENTS P

Velume 8 ' -September 10, 1351 Number 8 :
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o . NEW ROUTE ON DEVIL'S TOWER § F

Lz Aug, 30, TENY SOLER, »RT LEMBECK, RAY MOORE L
A AND HERBIE' CONN HAVE CLIMBED A NEW ROUTE ON THE A
: S " SOUTHE&ST FaCE, HeNCEFURTH TO BE KNOWN AS THE
: SOLER ROUTE. 63 hr. up, .23 hr, down, 28 pitons
t1 useds Full first~hand account will appear soon, kﬁ
***************************#j*************************************************#***

SHADOWS OF THINGS TO COME

Oct. 7, MCM Day, The Mountain Club of Maryland, under the leadership.of Francis
0ld, plans to join us for some climbing again, Destination has not yet been

announced, but save the date so we can have & good turnout,

Weekend & la King, to borrow a phrase from a previous writer, Sterling King has
very kindly invited us to spend snother weekend sometime this fall at his cabin
near Baker, W, Va, Those of us who enjoyed his hospitality before remember a
deluxe weekend and & lot of fun, We will be within easy driving distence of
Such faverite spots as Seneca, Devil's Gardens, etc., Square dancing will be pos-
sible if anyone is interested, Some time in late September or in October is sug-
gested, so keep this in mind and give us your suggestions as to date, activities,
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HOPE FOR POSTERITY : . DON'T THROW THEM AWAY }

Through the kindness and interest If any of you who are moving, housew

« of Charlie Gallent, some of Jan Conn's cleening or living in overflowing aparte

choice climbing songs and some of Joel ments have copies.of early UP ROPES, ei-
Gross' folksongs have been excellently ‘ther complete sets or singles, to dis=

recorded on tape. If enough people pose of, please don't throw them away,
‘™ Would like to have records, we will The Chairman or the Editor will be glad
try to have them made. Drop & eard to  to have them. The club should heve a
the editor, if you are interested.. complete file, and some members would
Don't delay, as nothing definite can  like to fill gaps jn their own sets. So
be done until we have an idga-of the bring or send them in, or esk us to call

Number we can count on, for them, if you.have any to contribute,
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THE JAM BOX
(This is an extract from & letter writtenm by Herbie to Jan in 1943, In view of
Tony's recent conquest, it should be of special interest.)

"You may have heard of the Jam Box, but I doubt it. It is one of the olimbs
{or it may someday be & climb) which Arnold and I found one winter day when all we
Li.d to do was look for climbs since we couldn't do any climbing. It is on the
5 rh reing corner toward the river from Jan's Chimney, There is Jen's Chimney,
sho cuimney that used to be full of briars until somebody got busy with the olip=-
pors, and the Jam Box,

"The Jam Box proper is the first half of the left-hend climb, It brings you
ouse on a platform from which yui: can go up the briar chimney to the right or at-
tompt the impossible to the lefs. Or you can get to the!platform by meens of the
carmney in the first plece, Bu: Lhrt, it seems, is too easy,

"Don He last week had got hizher than anybody ever had, as much as twe or three
feet off of the platforms So this week he felt qualified to take things easy and
merely pass out advice, Leonard wes sick, so he could just lie on the ground aml
lasigh, And Nielson was right -x *he spot with his cemera to photograph the most
2od-awful swings I have ever seon.

"Sterling elimbed the first pert very nicely end gave the upper part several
t~ies, Then he unroped on the pletform and while he rested Bates went up. He
.o got through the Box proper nicelys, It is & peculiar unbalanced plece where
vou just have to worm your way in without any perticular holds, end even when
you're in you don't expect to stay, because it is on an overhang and empties out
into space, After you get up in it; you sit on one side, streteh your feet way
across onto an opposing surface (which slopes out and down) and work your head,
arms end shoulders up into a real narrow jem=chimney, Then you expend your chest
to hold you in; draw your feet in up under you, and greb way up high for a hend -
holde But since you're still too low to reach it, you struggle for a while, all .
the time expecting to slide out sideways, and finally get the elevation necessary
to haul up onto the platforms Bntes tried the upper part; fell off, swung out in-
to space way above our heads, and swung back onto the pletform. The rope was
jemmed, Sterling grabbed his belt and held him while Elizabeth went up ebove aml
fixed the rope. (We had a belay around a tree with the belayer below.) Then
Sterling let go, Betes' feet swished by our faces, he took two turns around a
little tree, and collided with the ground, while Nielson oranked the cemera and
Leonard roared with laughter.

"House tried ity He fell cut of the lower part oncei Then Jackmen tried and
also fell out, House tried again end made the platformi For a long while he end
Sterling and Bates just sat there, all gooped tbgether: (Betes had come up again
without o rope by means of the ¢himneys) Then House made & real try on the upper
" part :nd got as high or higher than Don had, But when he fell, he csme out fas-
ter, too. ‘ .

"Sterling tried agein, and got up pretty high, and semething he wns henging on=-
to broke (at least there was a cloud of dust) and he ceme flying out, Then I tried
it. House had got beck on the platform agein, and while I rested after getting
through the Jem Box, I listened to House and Bates considering the pros and cons
of the platform as a place to spend the night,

"On my first attempt on the upper part I didn't even get both feet off the
platform, It is & two-way overhang, It is sort of & semi-chimney, between the
overhanging wall opposite you, and the narrow rib that you bump your head on when
you try to straighten up on the platform. Also, the rear of the chimney comes out
et you as it goes up at an alarming angle, so that nothing is right. From below
it looks like there are nubbles in the bock of the chimney that would meke hend-
holds, but when you get up there you find that the tops of the nubbles are nearly
perpendicular surfeces themselves, You fall over onto the opposite wall, try to
get a foot stuck over there too, and wedge your back in ageinst the rib, where it
feels anything but seocures On my second try I felt very unhopeful, but I was de=
~ermined to go unbil I fell off, since anyone who didn't oome off by way of the
“wirg was obviously & sissyes So I gave it everything I hade My foot wasn't stumek.
cu *he opposite hold, but mireculously it held, and I got my other foot higher. I
reached the best handhold there wes, and wormed & little further up, all the time
feeling my body inching out of the chimney, My left foot wag still down on the
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first hold, and I couldn't move it, because it was the only thing holding me in.
But finally I got some kind of & pressure hold with my palm that took the place of
the foot, and I brought it up, I made another burst of effort and got my feet way
up, higher, I think, than anybody's had been. But by now the rib at my back was
about .given out, and sg was I, and there was still not a hold in reasch, and I came
out. Arnold was belaying me, and he had asked me how I wanted to come down, slow
or fast, And I had said fast, right into Leonard's lap, Well, I missed Leonard's
lap, but I zoomed to within a foot of the ground and ceme to an abrupt helt, I
hoilered for slack, and finelly crumpled all the way down. For a while ny legs
Wouldn't stend up under me. One knee buckled when I tried to bend it." «

How Difficult Is & Given Climb?
(An attempt at eveluation, . By Paul Bradt)

Sometimes one wishes for a scale of difficulty by which to measure climbs, One
can safely say that the Carderock Beginner's Climb is' easier then the Spider Walk,
Or can one? Perhaps that isn't true unless one qualifies the statement to apply
to most climbers. Yet if one begins to arrange climbs in order of increesing dif-
ficully, one soon runs into problems, For me, Charlie's Crack is more difficult
tihen the Spider Walk., For Chris it -is casier. You might assume thet we would
plaece these two climbs in differens sequence cn our rospective liste, ' But your
assunption would be unjustified, kecuuse I don'® propose to list them according
to their difficulty for me, b ' .

If someone ocould count the attempts and “he vallures on a given climb, I could
then define the difficulty of ths siin

> as the aumber of attempts divided by the
number of successes, -and get » americnl value [or the difficulty of thet climb,
Such numbers could be arrangéd in cdeevuasing sequence to form s list as imegined,
with the most diffiocult climbg at the tcp, Trus.-shere might be s few cases of
olimbs of-equal difficulty, but such a tie for position sould always be resolved
by sufficient experimentel climbing ettempts, 0

Aeocording to such a scale, o very easy o.imb, say the blue«blazed climb from
the Carderock lunch table to the clif? top, weculd have a difficulty of nearly one.
The Beginner's Climb might have a difficulty cf 1.2, Leonsrd's Lunacy perhaps 5,
Hervie's Horror, 50, ete, If & olimb hasn't been tried its difficulty is inde-
terminate. _ ;

A weakness of such a system is that it fails to teke into account the different
aptitudes of those trying the different climbs. Tle Old Rag Beginner's Route is
et promising in appearance and has been tried only by capeble climbers, so its
Qussrical difficulty is near one, while the Carderock Mose looks easy and is
ciiahed by relotively inexperienced plimbers, yet enough of them fall off to give
the climb a gree+ter difficulty, of sbout 1.1 or 1.2,

Accordingly, such a pumbering system is to be considered only relative to the
group of climbers trying it. This brings me around to the excuse for this write-
Up, The Jam Box has for about 8 or 9 years been a climb of infinite difficulty.,
On August 19, Tony Soler climbed it, and its difficulty dropped to something like
Several hundred. This makes it without doubt the most difficult locel e¢limb for
Wwhich & value could be assigned. Moreover, the quality of the climbers that hawe
8iven it that rating is tops.* Read the excerpt from Herbie's letter if you doubt
it. It has always been that way, So, brother, if you are looking for a diffi -

‘Cult ¢limb, we offer you The Jem Box.

* The illustrious ocompany casually referred to in Herbie's letter included:
Herb Conn, Arnold Wexler, Don Hubbard, Dick Leonard, Einar Nielson,
Sterling Hendricks, Beb Bstes, Bill House, Elizsbeth Vos, and Aibert
-Jackman, Obther top-flight climbers who we know have tried the climb are
Paul Bradt, Chris and Helen Scoredos, Jan Conn, Art Lembeck,. and Ray Moore,
No doubt there are still others whe should be mentioned here. Ed.



