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October 7. MCM Day. 4,- Moun, in Club of Maryland, under the leadership of
NEncis Old, planCtia jOdn us for some climbing at Great Falls, Maryland.
Save the date, so we oan have a good turnout.

October 13 & 14. Deluxe weekend at Sterling King's cabin near Baker, N. VA.
Climbing at such favorite spots as Baker Rock, Seneca, or Devil's Gardens.
Square dancing Saturday night if enough people are interested. Transporta-
tion information and driving instructions can be obtained from Sterling
or Paul (GE 3917). Central commissary for those who register with Peg Keis-
ter not later than Oct. 11 (OL 2078 or OL 1400 (gov. code 179) ext. 2011).

***********

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRAVERSE

PRICE
5 CENTS PER COPY

by Arnold Wexler

When I first proposed a skyline trip along the Continent Divide of the Cana-
dian Rockies, I envisioned an easy trek among high peaks, across extensive gla-
ciers and icefields, and through beautiful country. After Sterling got through
With my original proposal, everything remained but the easy part. We wound up
with a plan for entering the Canadian Rockies at Glacier Lake and traveling north-
ward for about 100 miles along the crest of the Divide to the Clemenceau area,
through what is perhaps the most rugged and most primitive region of the Rockies
between Banff and Jasper. To make suoh a trip possible, we joined forces with •
Andy Kauffman, who had designs on,the peaks in the Clemenoeau region, to charter
a plane for dropping supplies and transporting personnel into the high country.
On Friday evening, the 29th of June, Sterling Hendricks, Don Hubbard, Alvin Peter-
son and I left Silver Spring on the B & 0 Columbian and arrived in Golden, British
Columbia, On Monday, July 2, where we were met by Ed Cammack and John Smith, two
Harvard men, who completed the personnel of our party.

We-purchased our basic commodities from the Golden Grocer-Extraordinary, a
Chinaman named Casey. -,inthe- evening.of July 3, our party and the Kauffman party
traveled by truck and or to KiAasket ;Jake to await the arrival of our ohartered
Plane, -

Kinbasket Lake is a very.beautiful spot, but not quite the place for moun-
taineers bent on an alpine holiday. Five days of enforced idleness, even in the
Garden of Eden, would be a bittrying to people who have visions of snow, ice,
rock and altitude. Even the absence of mosquitoes could not completely compensate
for the rain that kept us earthbound on the shores. of Kinbasket Lake. However,
the rain must someday end even in the valley of the,ColumlAa. On Monday, July g o
We finally became air-borne with men and supplies. The Kauffman party (minus
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Andy and Betty, who, unfortunately, had to give up their part in the expedition)
were deposited on. Fortress Lake just north of the Clemencenu region, while our
group was landed on Glacier Lake, just east of the Lyell Massif. Supplies were
dropped on the Clemenceau Icefield as well as on the southwest slopes of Mt. Alex-
andra. We expected to travel northward to our first drop on Alexandra and then
eventually to the second drop on the Clemenceau Icefield and to emerge via Middle
River to the Columbia River at Kinbasket Lake.

That evening, we made camp at the snout of the S.E. Lyell Glacier, amid the
chaotic morainal debris of a retreating glacier system. The following morning we
climbed up to the Lyell Icefield, ascended Lyell No. 2 and set up a camp on the
Icefield at an elevation of 9500 feet. From the top of Lyell No. 2, we looked
northward and could see the Columbia Icefield, Mount Columbia and, in the shadowy
distance, a vague mass, which Sterling insisted was Mt. Clemenceau, and which, to
our myopic eyes, appeared to be an eternity away.

We had anticipated continuing along the crest of the Divide over Farbus and
Oppy to Mt. Alexandra. An inspection of the cliff of Oppy convinced us that with
heavy packs this direct route might offer complications. We therefore chose to
bypass the Oppy Cliff along the west by dropping down into the valley of the north-
west Lyell Brook and then ascending to the Alexandra Col. On Wednesday, therefore,
W.) followed this alternate route. Everything went fine, until we attempted to
descend the northwest Lyell Glacier. Here, we ran into our first cliff band, which
immediately caused us to halt, take stock of our situation and reconnoiter for a
pessible way around. For awhile, it appeared as if the expedition would have a
premature ending, but we eventually evolved a route among some connecting snow
patches to the bottom of the valley. Here our troubles began anew, for the outlet
from the glacier went through a box canyon, which was unclimbable. Again, a recon-
noitering expedition magically picked a way across a rock face on a narrow shelf
to an easy slope which led to safe territory below. The camp that night was in a
delightful spot on the shores of a torrent among some fine timber. The next morn-
ing, we ascended the northwest slopes of exandra and established a camp at tim-
berline. The rest of the afternoon was spent recovering our supplies, which had
been scattered over a distance of two or three miles. It was like looking for a
needle in a haystack, but we recovered every bundle, although one or two were
pretty badly smashed on the rocks. The next day was Friday the thirteenth -- per-
haps we should have remained in camp -- but, since none of us professed to be su-
perstitious,,we set out to climb. Immediately above our base camp was Douai, an
unclimbed peak, and Oppy, a mountain which had been mscended only once. We climbed
both. On Douai, a 20-foot chimney with ice water running down its sides was the
only problem. Oppy was a snow plough with a few hidden crevasses and a mild-look-
ing cornice. We had just. reached the summitfi when I observed Sterling and part of
the mild cornice slowly sinking out of view. I dove for the .far slope, dug it qv
ice axe, and Ed Cammack, whe.wns up ahead, did likewise. Sterling traveled six
feet, and the section of cornice 3000 feet. When Sterling stuck his head back
over the ridge, his first remark was, "See, I didn't drop my ice axe," which ‘I
guess was a remarkable feat, because he had no strap on the axe.

Impending storm made us hasten off the mountain and back to camp. The follow..
ing day, we crossed the Divide at the Alexandra Col and dropped down on the far
side to set up a base camp at the head of the Spring Rice Brook. Here again, our
travel had its interruptions and its tense moments. We once more butted up against
a vertical cliff, which made us detour and reconnoiter until we found some oonnect-
ing snow slopes. These brought us below the rock cliff and below an imposing hang-
ing glacier. Cliffs again interfered with our downward progress and after several
false starts, we were forced to traverse on a broad shelf below the hanging glacier
o a sloping buttress which brought us to the bottom. On the very last pitch, we

heard El roar, looked up, and saw an ice avalanche sweeping down on us. For several
terrifying moments, we hugged the rocks while pieces of ice, boulders and stones
nafeened by. Fortunately, the major force of the avalanche was arrested by a
broad shelf above us, so that we escaped without a scratch.

Since the following day was Sundry, we decided that we owed ourselves a day
of rest and contemplation. On Monday, the 16th, we made a double ascent of Mts.
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Queant and Spring Rice. On Tuesday, Don, Ed Cammack, John Smith end I climbed
Alexandra, and on Wednesday, Sterling, Don and Ed made the first ascent of Mt.
Cockscomb. This latter climb started out as a reconnoitering trip and ended as
a major ascent and return to camp by strrlight at 1 A.M. Our time was running out
rapidly, so we hastened on to Castleguard Glaoier, passing on our way Thompson
Pass, and Cinema and Watchman Lakes. The weather kept us at the foot of Castle-
guard Glacier through Saturday, the 21st. At midnight on Sunday, the 22nd, we be-
gan a crossing of the Columbia Icefield to the base of Mt. Columbia. The view of
the dawn Coting up in the east and then the sunrise with its soft golden hues was
something that none of us will readily forget. With only three drys/ food and
difficult unknown country ahead and an uncertainty of finding our Clemenceau food
drops, we decided to terminate our trip at this point and leave the country via
the Athabaska Glacier.

On Monday, July 23, we climbed Mt. Columbia, and, from the top, we could see
the Lyell Massif, where we had entered the country to the south, and the Clemen-
ceau Massif to the north, which had- be6Xt our anticiprted terminus. That evening,
an approaching storm made us break camp and herd back across the Columbia Icefield
to get on the far side of the crevassed area at the head of the Columbia Glacier.
Darkness caught us probing our wry acrose_the crevasses. We succeeded in getting
beyond the crevassed area by midnight, Mhelawe stopped, set up camp, and went to
bed, Meanwhile, the storm which had driven as in such haste out of the country
had passed over, leaving a beautiful expanse of dark skies and brilliant stars.

On Tuesday, the 24th of July, we leisurely hiked down Athabaska Glacier to
the Banff-Jasper highway and the Athabaska Chalet. And so ended our Rocky sojourn.

*********************#*******

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

At the last business meeting, our esteemed secretary, Jo Bradt, announced
that she would prefer not to continue in her office under a chairman who also hap-
pened to be her husband. Hence, it was necessary for our new chairman to find a
substitute (secretary, that is). He announces that Jane Showacre is it.

-Dolores Alley has been prevailed upon to continue as treasurer for the club.

Betty Kauffman has graciously consented to act as program chairman in ar-
ranging a series of Kodachrome showings throughout the year. If you have a group
or groups of slides which you would like to show to the club, please let Betty
know about it.

Departure time from the Hot Shoppe on Sunday mornings has been getting later
and later. The notice in the PATC Forecast of our meeting time end place has been
changed to indicate that we plan to leave, not to meet, at 830. In line with
this, Sunday climbers are urged to i776F-tnot S'ETTe when it opens at 8:00 if
they want to eat, end before 8:30 in any event. With Standard Time returning
soon, this should not 777737 difficult, and it is especially desirable in view of
the shortening climbing days.

LETTERS TO TBE EDITOR 

"Dear Editor:
"The annual camp of the Alpine Club of Canada for 1951 wAs held at Lake O'Hara

in the Canadian Rockies during the last two weeks of July. This is a beautiful.
Spot, offering a series of graduated climbs as well as numerous delightful side
trips for off or take-it-easy days. The most important mountains climbed from
camp were Schaffer, Little Odaray, Odaray, Huber, Victoria, Lefroy, Cathedral,
Hungabeo and Biddle, listed approximately in order of difficulty. Except for
Lefroy, Cathedral and Biddle, which I did not climb, these mountains offer a
Pleasant introduction to climbing at high altitudes. Hungabee iq undoubtedly t1e.
most enjoyable, with clean rock, a spectacular summit ridge and one or two pitches
Of actual rock climbing. Biddle is said to be very long, very rotten, and gene..
rally unpleasant due to outward-facing slabs. (Cont. on p.4)


