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COMIIG EVENTS

August 31 Seneca Rocks, West Va.
September 1 - 2

September 8 Carderock, Nd,
September ‘15 Cupids Bower, Md.
September 21-22 Littlie Steorny Mzn, Vao

Leederz: Rd Worrell, RI4~5114 (Balto)
Joe Nolte, MAR-0%912

September 29 Great Falls, Va., Birds Nest Ares
Monthly meeting at Clubhouss (1916 Sunderlsnd Pl.
W) after climbing. If anyvcne has slides to
show at tnils Sime, plesse bhrling them,

October 6 .  Carderock, Md.

Sunday trips start from Howard Johnson's at Wisconsin and
Western Avenues, N.W., at 8:30 a.m., (Come esrly if you wat break-
fast.) New climbers are welcome. Bring lunch and ceniteen. Snesker
8re sultable for climbing. Latecomers look for note hehind dralnpipe

a8t Western Avenue sids of bullding.

e e e o - s

THE PRO POSED CHESAPEAKF. AND OHIO CAT AL NATTONAL HISTORICAL PARK

This 1s the fourth of a series cf articles which the P.pA,T.0.,
Conservation Committee hes been invited to contribube to UP-ROPE.
These articles desl with developrents affecting outdoor recreation
a8nd conserwation of natural rezocurces, perticularly in the Potemac
Valley.
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Most of us have some familiarity with the history of the C. & O
Censl end its significunce in the snnals ol “mericag tran§portgu;on.
Begun at Georgetown in 1828 and completed to Cumbfrianﬁ (+§5 ml%es)
in 1850, the cansl never achieved its objectlve of connecuing tide-
water with the Onilo Valley. But it did provide a dependable and
economical, if slow, route between Washington anc upper Potomgo |
Rasin points for the movement of heavy or bullky ireigns. Dur ing the
C. & O0.'c hey~day in the 18%0's there were samo SGO'mu¢o~§?gwn beargns
in servicc. But finally competition from the parallel Beltimore ayd
Ohnio Reilwroad, snd later the Western Maryland Railway, plus recurring
flood damage, forced abandonment 1n 1924.

Msanwhile the B. & 0. Railroad had scaquired financiel control
of the censl company. During the depression of the 1930'c the B: &
0. had borrowed money from tie Reconstruction Finsnce Corporation;
e1d when it settled accounts with the Government in 1938 the R.F.Co,
eccepted the C. & 0. Csnel property (vd ued ab $2,003,C00) in pars
payment and turned i1t over to the National Psrk Service. Between
1938 ard the advent of World War II the Park Service restored the
22-mile portion botween Georgetown snd Sensca, with the help of
Civilisn Conservation Corps labor. But there were no flrm plans fop
the remainder of the canal.

Into this vacuum, af ter the war, stepped the highway-bullding
interests with pressure for a road along the cenal right-of-wey o
attrect more tourists to the upper Potomac Valley and glve the eccno-
my a 1ot in the srm. Their hend was strengthoened by a jolnt repert
of the Park Service arnd the Bureau of Public Roads in 1850 setting
forth proposals for s scenic highway from @rest Falls to Cumberiand
which would obliterste most of the csnel tut retain a fow stretchen
for recreational nusge.

Opposition developed from two sources: (1) congervetionists in
Washington end throughout the country who believed the historical
significence, scenic and natural velues, and recrestional potential
Justified preservation of the whole cenal ss & nstional historicsal
park, snd (2) Merylamd interests who sdvocated tresnsfer of the proper-

ty to the state for plece-meal recrestional development, public end
private. .3

At this juncture, in Msrch 1954, Justice Williem 0. Douglas
conducted his famous hike from Cumberland to Washington to dramatize
the Importance of canal preservation. (P.A.T.C. President Gret
Conway end Member Conatant Southworth were among the nine vho hiked
the entire distence.) The impact of this hike arl the resulting
publ%city on public opinion was terrific. Soon the Natfonal Parl
Service reconsidered its views and came out in favor of the national
historicsel park. Gradual 1y locd Meryland interests dropped their
demard s for the highway and for state control, espescilally when Senator:
J. Glenn Beall introduced legislation for the perk which included

authorization for a short, high-level parkway on the bhiuffs west of
Heancock. :

The road builders had been put to flight -~but park proponents
hed reckoned without the dsm tuilders. In 1958 Congrecs initiated a
study of the water resources of the Potomac Basin by the Army Corps
of Engineers, and as we al1 know, such surveys alwa&s end up with
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Yecommendations for big dams. From the beginning Army Engineer
officers kept saying thet a big dam on the main stem ofthe Potomac
Nesr Seneca would probably be necessary s d Washington weter supply
)ffici als concurred. Furthermore, electric power interests (particu-
larly the rursl electric cooperatives in the Washington region vho = -
Would be entitled to preferential treatment if public power were
genersted), began beating the drums for st least one high dem wlth
hydro-electric capscity built in.

These dsm advocates saw the preservation of the C. & O. Canal

83 a threst to dems which would flood out psrt of it, snd took thelr
Stand agsinst the national historicsl park. The rursl electric coops
ave worked through thelr national organization to bring pressure on
Western Congressmen who are public power advocstes, and have effectilve-
ly kept the park legislation bottled up in committee, yesr after year.
t is a sorry spectacle to see the will of the mejorlty thwarted by

8 small minority--but it is a fact of Americen political 1life that

his sometimes happens.

As one of his last official acts President Eisenhower ilssued a
roclamation estsblishing the C. & O. Csnal Natiom 1 Monument in Janu-
8ry 1961. The Park Service has establiched Monument Headquarters in

agerstown, has made some recreational improvements, end is patrolling:
M4 protecting the area. The towpath is clear for hikers, cyclists,
3 equestriems sll the way, canpsites for which annual permits are
Ssed hsve been designated in several places, and the Paw Paw Tunnel
88 been restored.

But monument status is not enough. WMNational historicsl perk
Status, with its mandate from Congress and greater permanenee, would
Wrnish a bssls for restoring additlonal csnal structures snd provid-
iﬂg recreational developments and interpretive services. The legisla-
3ﬁion presently pending omits authority for the high-level parkwsy
_'mentioned sbove but does authorize some land scquisition for saccess
| Toads, cempgrounds, picnic areas, etc.

Although the great majority of interested persons favor a C. & O.
Cona1 NWational Historicel Park, its estsblishment probably awsits
- Tesolution of the dem c ontroversy. If conservaetionists succeed in
Ylocking a blg dem on the mein stem of the Potomsc, then the park
opogal should go through in its entirety. If a dem is a1 thorized,
then g smaller psrk will probsbly be established to include the por-
gion of the csnsl which would not be flooded out--perhaps from Harper's
"8rry to Cumberland. Those of us who believe a high dem is not neces~
Sery cen do our utmost to oppose 1t, and in the me sntime keep alive
the vision of a nationsl historicsl perk which will preserve the entire
length of the C. & 0. Cenal.
-=-=- Philip J. Stone

Pregldent, P.A.T.C. Conservation
Committee
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ASCENT OF MT. 7
Report‘éfufhe Arctic Exploraticﬁ_Section of the Mountainesring Committee-at-Large,
- ' PATC - - ' '

A 1little south of Vollan, at the head of Balshiord, there is an attractive
group of peaks which neither the road map not the descriptive book "Mountain
Holidays in Norway" bothers to name, One remarkably symmetrical pyramid-shaped
buttress caught our eye the first tims we passed urder its foot on houte 50,
bound north some 250 miles cbove the Arciic Circle. Heavy clouds swirled.about
and we cculd see little more than .a general dark form. On the following day,
having visited the island city of Troms, we viswed it again, this time under .a
cloudless sky. The forbidding pyramid was still impressive to our eyes, but a =
few kilometers. to. the south wes en sven-.more sp2ctacular peak--one on which we
could clearly See a route to the summit not requiring equipment. Our interest
aroused, we stopped at a kiosk to ask questions, but got no more enlightenment
than we found on the back of a postcard view of peaks partially mist-vieled.
Somewhere in the group wes "Russetind." ‘ -

The sky was too blue and thz mountain too tempting to let lack of a name and
a map deter us. Parking the car and tightening our boots, we set Qu? through a
Norweigian hayfield to attain the ridge which promised en easy stroll to the top..

After the field came a long steep slope of boulders blanketed with thick,
wet moss, and studded with twisted decic ous trees. Gradually the trees petered
out and just above timberline? we emerged on the ridge. We paused to breathe a
little more calmly and fortified ourselves with a bit of Junch before climbing out
on the crest and turning upward toward the sumit . SRR

Then--what a disappointment! Onr first view told us of a miscalculation.

e were on a ridge separated from the main pzak by a deep, U-shaped ravine--almost =

a small valley, A mary-pinnacled, snow-sided knife ridge led across, but that
was clearly only for a strong, well-outfibted party to tackle. So we had no ™
chcice but to descend a little and make a leng circuit of the head of the gulch,
finally gaining the true ridge, at the level of the first snow patch. - From there
on it was obviously a simple, though fairly long, upward hike.

The monotony was unexpectedly relisved by the sight of a small herd of reindeer
on a higher bit of snow., A few were belled’ and the frequent clanking and the
restless movements of the animals told'us that they were terribly bothered by flies.
When they saw us the bucks took up. defensive positions around the herd and snorted
and shook their antlers as we approached. Torn between curiosity and fear, they
allowed us to approach quite zlose before retreating to a more distant snow patch.
"Stalking" them led us vpward until we were confronted with the final slope--
borken-up flakes of a peculiarly shiny, heavy, shale-like rock. Progress forward
involved some "backsliding" until the top was gained and a nearly level 150-yard
walk brought us to the summit cairn. There was neither register nor indication of
the name or height of the mountain. But there were the remains of a large snow
cornice and a magnificent view of fjords and peaks to the west, and more peaks--
the more distant in Sweden--to the east. This was quite enough for us, and we spent
a pleasant half-hour cont emplating: the scenery and thinking of our poor friends
at home in the heat of the Washington summer,

It had taken us 6 hours up (Alan would have done it in % the time if Alice
hadn't been so awfully short-winded,) --a climb we estimate as between 3500 and
LOOO feet, literally from sea-level, as our car was parked by the shore of the
fjord. 2% hours saw us down again, still in broad daylight. Observations at 11,
12, and 1 o'clock at hight assured us that we could have safely taken twice as
long, The sun didn't go down at all.

4
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UPS AND DOWNS

Bull Run Mountd n Trip - July 28

The mountain climbins group under the lesdership of Bob Adams
met at the Chevy Chase Howard Johnsons on July 28 1963. After break-
fast at 8:45 we departed for Bull Run Mountein. With the heat up what
followed was a three-mile seemingly endless hike., As often happens,
la ter in tre day o member of the group pointed to a two-mile shorter
trip out. Needless to say, all were appreciative.

ilembers of the group made different climbs--some of these were:
Charley's Crack, Two Inches More, Bull Run Overhsng, Beginners' Crack,

Adjacent Crack, and Unknown Climb.

A somewhat pretty view from the top was interrupted by a 15-
minute rain followed by a stesm bath for da 1l. One soul was lost and
15 minutes later found.

Supper at Howard Johnson's at Fairfax Circle finished off a fine
doay end trip. Members present at climb were:

Barry Bielsker George Rswlins Dick

Bret Blosser Kate Adems George Livingston

Richard Curtin Bob Adams Mike Nicholson

George Malooe Bob Adams, Jre Joe Feint

John Ackerms Ce Jennings Larry Griffin

Nellie Planck Chuck Wektling (Breaskfast only) Mary Turk
Bob Mole
Harold
Kramer

“RobksState Park, Md. - August 11, 1963

At about 11 a.m. I arrived on the east side of Rocks State Park
(where the re lroad tracks were). Right behind me was Ed--he had just
thecked in with the Ranger. We walked sround snd looked over some
Possible climbs, wondering if anyone else was golng to show. It near-
ly happened that no one else did show. Our weary party at Ho-Jo's had
Convinced 1itself ofithe splendid opportunities that Carderock still

| offered, and 1t wasfonly at the jumping-off point on the tow-path

that conscilence overcame us. Stolca ly we turned around, snd headed
back to the cars snd Rocks.

around 11:30 ae.m. Mary Turk's '57 Chevy pulled in snd a few
Winutes laster Tony rolled in, in his red VW.

Two climbs were set up on this sideofthe creek to limber all of
Us up e bit, end build up confidence. I don't think John Ackerman
felt that these climbs were very reassuring after he pulled his hand
hold down on his own hesd. With no herd hat on, it did drew s little
blo@ . +fter a rest and bandage John seemed to be all right but he
Said he wes going to have 1t looked at.

A
Jk We ate lunch on this slide of the creek and ta ked about where

|

%o go next. It was decided that we would go over to the west side of
the creek snd try the "Thumb". Two groups went up the "Thumb" with
Chrisg lesding the first rope and Ed leading the second. A number of

0dd climbs were established armd a new climb named, in honor of the first
AJRN " o LT |
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