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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 6 Bond ; j_lefcarderock, Maryland
s Leader: Dave Templeton (b2h 7997)
See item inside regarding training.

Avgust 12-13 The Hermitage, Pennsylvania
o Leader: Ed Goodman., (281~ h126) :
Uil !

August 20 Edes Fort, West Virginia # s
Leader: Lanny Hughey (652-8193)

”Augﬁét pp Ai0TTRUPEAL L JRh Cupld's Bower, Maryland
wd s 7T S - ' Leader: Art Wilder (567-0183)

U september 2= '+ Seneca Rocks, West Virginia ¥ .
Vo i E P (See note inside on the Annual .

Rlverton Dinner) e

funtl o T Tl I b ‘ The Shawangunks, New York

Tl BT S0 e ' ] Teader: Don Stemper

~ (SEL INSIDE PAGES FOR DIRECTIONS T0 THESE AREAS)

T T
| el TR

% Thése trips are to areas where lead climbs predominate. Clijibers are advised
to prearrange their teams for climbing, as anyone srriving solo mgy find teams
already made-up. Novice climbers are urged not to attend these trips. Novices
and climbers who desire information on an alternate trip should contact a club

officer.
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Editoriel
Announcements

THE PATC MOUNTAIN'ERING SECTION

The Mountaineering Section of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club welcomes all interested
indivicduals who wish to participate in its

weekly outings and to share in the freedom of

the hills. Sunday day trips leave from Howard
Johnson's at Wisconsin and Vestern Avenues, NaWe
at 8:30 am. Come early and have breakfast. If
you are late, check behind the southeast drainpip®
for any change in scheduled activities. Climbing

lasts all day. Groups stop for supper on the way.
- home, Bring lunch and water. Wear clothing ’

suitable for climbing. TFor further information,
contact the trip leader or Lanny Hughey (652-8193)
For information about the Mountaineering Section,
write to: Secretary, Mountaineering Section, PATC.
1718 N Street, Ns W., Washington, D. C. 20036,

or visit PATC Headquarters between T7pm..and 10pms

‘any, weeknight.

UP RCPE PUBLICATION

UP ROPE is published on the last Wednesday of
each month at P/TC Jleadquarters. Deadline for

submitted material is the next to last Vednesday

of the month preceding an issue. Material for

_inclusion, comments, or questions on editorial

policy should be directed to EDITOR, UP ROPE,

" c/o PATC, 1718 N Street, N. W. Washington, D. C.

20036, Subscription rates are $1,50 per year.

.. .New subscriptions and changes of address should
be directed to: Business Manager, UP ROPL, etc.

Extra Copies of UP ROP. aresenerally found at

the Information Desk of the PATC should anyone
wish one or two for passouts. Please do not

take anymore than is necessary for your aims as
these are primarily for use by the Information. ..
Desk. ; R T )
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SRON NA CICHE

Theodore . Schad

) In mid-June it was my good fortune to have an opportunity to visit the Isle of
Skye, in the Hebrides where I spent several dsys exploring the Cuillin. This small
range of mountains contains fourteen pesks over 3,000 feet, most of which are joined
by knife-edge ridges, with narrow steep passes at elevations from 2,500 to near
3,000 feet.

The Black Cuillin hgs much to recommend it to the mountaineer, in its narrow
ridges and sheer pinnacles, but the feature of outstanding interest to the rock
climber is Sron na Ciche#%, an almost vertical rock face about 4,000 feet long, ranging
in height from 800 to 1,000 feet. The rock is a rough-textured black gabbro,
dissected by several basaltic intrusions. The gabbro is rough and firm enough to
provide fantastically good holds, e ven, it is reported, when wet. A'Chioch¥*, a curious
rock formation located near the east end of the facg, sbout two-thirds of thc way up to
Fhe ridge, gives the face its name. It was first climbed by Professor Norman Collie
in 1906 after he noticed the shadow it cast on the face in the late afternoon.
Professor Collie reached the tip of the formation by a roundabout route that entailed
little more than highly exposed scrambling, but since the first ascent, it, and the
Surrounding face, have teen gscended by almost every conceivable route. (Some 52 are
listed in the Scottish Mountaineering Club's Climbing Cuide to the Cullin, rated
from easy, through moderate, difficult, very difficult, hard very difficult, mild
Severe and severe, to very severe.)

!_ Peter Thomas, supervisor of the campground at Glen Brittle, doubles as climbing
i guide, For the standard Scottish Mountaineering Club Guide fee of two pounds ten
shillings, he provides necessary climbing gear and leadership for a day's climbing on
any of the listed standard rock climbing routes or ascents of the pesks. I found
that the standard climbing day begins at a relaxed 10 A.M. or thereabouts, to permit
leisurely accomplishment of camp chores while allowing time for the morning mists to
Clear from the peaks. Afternoons and cverings are more likely to be clear; in June
the sun sets about 10:30 to 11:00 P, .., and it is still light enough to climb at

A two-mile walk from the campground across peat bogs and the lower moorland
Slopes of theCuillin placed Thomas and me at the foot of the cliff ready to climb at
11:00 AJi. The climb we had selected, known as Cioch¥ West, consisted of six rather
Steep and expos.d pitches, about 100 feet each, including one short overhang near the
bEginninE of the third pitch. 1In the parlance of the guidebook, it was rated "very
difficult." On each pitch, Thomas used one or more carabiners sttached to slings
Over projecting rocks for protection. Another piece of hardware, which I had not
Seen used before, consisted of a hexagonal nut, with holes for a rope sling, which
Was wedged into cracks in such a way as to provide an anchorage. I tested these as I
Pemoved them and found then quite excellent, but I can recall few places in the
United States where similar practices would be safe, because oilir rock is less
depehdable. Holds on this climb were excellent throughout, and belay ledges were
Quite adecuate, providing in eachc ase an opportunity to tie in the belayer with a
S%ing passed around projecting rocks. I would rate the climb as being slightly more
difficult and exposecd than the Skyline Traverse on Seneca Rocks. The top of the
ast pitch brought us to a wide ledge from which we gained the tip of the Cioch via
he steep and exposed Nose route.

ﬂ At 1:30, the sun has just reached the Cioch, and the pleasure of basking in its
' Warming rays while we ate lunch drove away my ambition tocomplete the climb to the

* A'Cioch, The Cioch, and Na Ciche are variant forms of the Gaelic word corresponding
to the French Teton.
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ridge via the "severe"™ rated Crack of Doom, which Thomas had characterizec as very
strerwvous., Instzad, we followed th easy Lastern Gully to the ridge, up w..ich

we scrambled easily to the summit of Sgurr Sgumain, thence on to Sgurr Alasdair,
which ot 3,251 feet, is the highest point of the range, roping only for one short
exposed nitch which had itcen the scene of seversl accidents. From this summit the
whole range of the~<r Cuillin comes into view, as well as the Red Culllin, a
group of rounded croritie reaks which lie just to the east. Across the sea to the
south lie the LSL xnds of Soay, Rhum, and Cpnna, while to the west, about 30 miles
distant scross the Little linch, the Outer I brldeu come. into view on clear days.

With dinner scheduled for seven pe. m., we made fast descent of the 1,300
foot Great Stone Chute which leads to Loch Coire La"an, a, small mountain 1ake at the
end cf arensy trail from Glen Drittle.

Not the least of ohe dharm of climbing in the C'U.llllr] arlues from the many
historical associations with Britain's forenost climbers over the years. Darly rock
climbing®of the range was by Prefessor Collie, who will be remembefed as having made
many first ascents in the Canadian Rockies, and who led atrip to the Himalayas as ‘
early as 1695 znd was with Hummery on the 111 fatedattempt on~Nanga Parbat. George
Leigh Mallory climbad in the Cuillin, and Mallory's Slab and Grooved climb on Sron
na Ciche, first climbed by him in 1918, carries an S.M.Ce rating of Severe.

The easy accessibility of the climbs also adds to my interest. - The northern
peaks, Sgurr nan Gilliam and Am Basteir, provide challenging rock: ascents, and yet

are a mere two or three miles from a ¢ omfortable small hotel, the Sligachan Inn.

The large campground in the grasgsy meadow at Glen Prittle provides ample space for
those tOULpp@d for camping, and room and meals for a small number of guests are
available at the Cilen Iritile Post Office, (reached via a swinging bridge that makes
the one at Seneca Roclt szem as colid as the Golden Gate Bridge),yﬂl stayed ot the
Cuillin Cottoge, wvhere scveral generations of the Campbell family. have provided -
rooms and meals Lo climbers for more than half a century. . The area ds,- however,
a long cday's drive over-:somevwhat DUTFOW roacs from molnourg or Glasgow.

VlﬁT NAM 3 ETTL‘R . R
(Part one of two parts) R R

‘Joseph:Nolte

29 June 1967
Pleilu, Viet Nan

Grestings uhnre, pﬁ“t fans, from UP- 7CPL' forelgM.Corrcspondent here in scenic
sunny Scuth Viebnam, I'm located here in Camp Anori, home of the famous Lth'
Infantry - Division, a truly unique organization. Right now the Lth is engaged in a
rassive campaign-~-trying to turn Camp Anori into a part of the United States. They've
put down black ton roads, most of ‘the troops are in parmanemt type billets, the PX 15
better than most PX's arcund, and they have MP's. These MP's here are really a
particular breed of.individuel. Their seen determined that the same stardards = spit
shined bootss p“ﬁese laul”ueu, clecanec uniformss name_tags, brigade patches, and
rank sewn on at% all timcs, ”¢g1dly enforced speed linits; and other obnoxious forms
of Charlie Siera - prevslent on a statéside basis will prevall here, at all times,
at Camp Anori. It zstrikes one w1Ln a certain degree “of amagement and wonder that such
whings co happen here in the combat zone, but Cl'est = or whatever the appropriate

expression of diensy should b2, right now T'm in Camp Anori, the home of tne bth
Infrantry Diwision about which the least said is probably the best.

I'm with the 20th Fngineer Battallion. Our mission here at Camp Anori is to
provide enginesr. support for building the buildings, barricades, roads, anc¢ other
andry items sround here that are necessary to maintain the division. UWe also have
thres ceompanies cut in the field, building roads, airfields, and providing tactical:

,



- .Nol, XXIT No..8 LUPROPE __ Page) August, 1967

Spports  Reing with the 20th dingineers has given me an oprortunity to travel over
the . biggest part of the Central Highlands.

Pub, to sbers more.or less back at the beginning, I arrived in Saigon at what
was then Tent City Alpha, which was a rather disgusting place to be. The weather
around. Salgon is Lousry,. the humidity is always high, and the mosquitos come avout
three feet across at the wing span, It was just generally a miserable place to be.

I finally managed to get out of there and away from Saigons

From Tent City Alpha, I came to the Central Highlands to the 930 South Engineer
G“oup and from there was attached to the 20th Engineers.

When I got to the 20th Ingineers, I was assigned to the Bravo Company as a
Platoon Leader. Pravo Company was, gt the time, located down in Fluto, about 80
miles couthwest of Pleiku. The only thing down t here is a Special Forces camp where
they have roughly a battallion size CIDG or Civilian and Regular Defense Group.

Tnn" roan grcund vthe country side trying to find V. C.

The Special Foices are doing a fairly good job around here. Each team has
got a character and personality sll its own. -Some of the teams are really outstanding,
Sorme of them mzy tend to be a little on the mediocre side.

I steyed down in Iluto for gbout three weeks. From there I was assigned to the
3rd Platorn. The 3rd Platoon was operating on a separate team down at Naho,
approximately 180 miles to the Southwest of Pleiku, some 80 miles further down the

" road from Fluto. The 3rd platoon was there renovating a 3500 foot asphalt strip
. Originelly put in by the French. For company again, was a CIDG battallion and a

Special Forces Camp.

We stayed at Nanlko for pbout a week, then T brought the platoon back. We went
back to Pleikn on a €130 ard I must say it is really interesting to take a platoon
that has been in-the boondocks for gbout four months, gather up all their gear, get
lt roacy, load it vp on an airplane, and get it out, But it was a fairly uneventful
trip and we arrived at Pleiku.

After about thice weeks at base camp, we went out to Plelaaray. Pleijaray, or
ThreeWzren as its called, is located about %ﬁenty miles from the Cambodia border.

_ Cur mission therewas to put in an MF 19 airfield. When we were selected to do this

Job it was the first field of its kind to be put in.in Viet Nam, While we were out
thers, we did some rood work and put in a couple bridges. Back in Pleiku, we worked
on Rente 502 for a wile..

Just recently, I went on temporary duty down at Duckvo. Duckvo is located douwn
01 the coast between Conchee ani Coonya. I was down there with Task Force Argon as
advisor :on another MF 19 Airfield,

“‘c\ at Pleilku, I found rvself changing jobs, and now I'm the assistant Sh. I
think in a lot of ways a platoon leader is nrobsbly the best job in the Army for a
youngd lLLUuGﬂ?UtQ Tts curpricing just how much.resronsibility is given to a young
officen. In many weys I feel I've really been fortunate in the amount. and various
types of jobs I've had over here, As a Platoon Leader you find yourself more or less
M’)thor, Father, sdvisor, councilor, leader, and everything else for a group of
individuals from all walks of 1life and all narts of the states. The hardest thing that
I've had to adjust to is having older people calling men"Siry because I've always been
Used to calling people older than me sir. -Its also s little bit unusual to have
Somacne 35 or so vears old asking me for adviece on marital problems, something like this.
But itts renlly rewarding because. as a rlatoon leader, you've got a platoon, you've
€0t a missicn, and weu get to go on a job starting from scratch and follow it through
all the way to CC”hictlon. Then when it is over you can look back and say "We built
that end T think we built it better than anyone else could build it."

As AqustRnf“ﬁh its a little bit different. I'm in charge of construction
Materials for and construction of all.the ¢Jrives around base camp. Right now I've
g0t s lumbsryard that looks like Hechlnger s on sale day. , N

e c¢linbing activities are f airly limited over here. Its surprising for a
Coumtyy thut's ac rupged as Viet Neam, In many ways its like riding down the road



