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THi PATC MOUNTAINECZRING SECTION

The Mountaineering Section of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club welcomes all interested
individuals /ho wish to participate in its

weekly outings and to share in the freedom of

the hill¥. Sunday day trips leave from Howard
Johnson's at Wisconsin and Vjestern Avenues, Ne. "
at 8:30 am. Come early and have breakfast., If
you are late, check behind the southeast drainpipe
for any change in scheduled activities. Climbing
lasts all day. Groups stop for supper on the way
home. Bring lunch and water. Wear clothing
suitable for climbing. For further information,
contact the trip leader or Lanny Hughey (530-0007).
For information about the Mountaineering Section
write to: Secretary, Mountaineering Section, PATC.
1718 N Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20036, or
visit PATC Headquaerters between Tpm. and 1Opm. any
weeknight.

UP ROPL PURLICATICN

UP ROPL is the newsletter of the P/TC Mountaineering
Section, founded by Jan and Herb Conn in 19LL.

N OO0

Publication is on the last Wednesday of each calendar

month at PATC Headquarters. Deadline for submitted
materisl is the next to last Wednesday of the month
preceding an 1ssues

Material for inclusion, comments,

or questions on editorial policy should be directed to

LDITCR, UP ROPL, c/o PATC, 1718 N Street, N.W.,
Washington, D. C. 20036.
per year... New subscriptions and changes of adcress

Subscription rates are ,1.50

should be' directed to: Business ilanager, UP iCFi, etc. g

Extra Copies of UP ROPL are generally found at the
Information Desk of the PATC should enyone wish one
or two for passouls.
is necessery for your aims as these are primarily
for use by the Information Desk.
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Please ‘do not take anymore than
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. YOSEMITE VALLZY - JULY. 1967
- TOM LVANS

_ . -One cannot fail to be impressed upon entering the Yosemite Valley. So it was
Wwith De S, Leak III and I as we entered the "Valley of Light" after a 2L hour drive
from Denver, El Capitan with it's spliendid granite walls shining in the hot after-
loon sun, Half Dome towering at the far end of the valley, the Leaning Tower with
it's crazy 118 degree West face, the tremendous power of Yosemite falls, the great
Mass of Middle Cathedral Reck, and the magnificent Lost Arrow are just a few of the
famous granite features that will command your attention. SRR

- We stayed at the climber's cemp, Camp L. After we got camp set up, D.S.,.an
old hand in the valley, recommended a climb that I might like to do. An hour later; .~
I was doing my first lead in Yosemite; Monday Morning Slab-center route-5.8. The -
beautifully solid granite of Glacier Point Apron was all that I had hoped it would-
be, Somehow, I managed to pick up the:friction climbing technique and made it up
?he first pitch. The second pitch consisted of 5.7 jams and laybacks. I managed .
1t up that pitch too, and thus finished my first lead in the Valley. That night I
met Chuck Pratt, who is one of the best climbers in the valley, and enjoyed talking
to him about the different routes and the difference in Yosemite standards and: our
owm standards. I found Pratt easy to telk to and quite willing to help anyone with
information sbout any route in the park.

The next day we were off to do La Escuela, a2 300 foot A-3 at the foot of the
Southwest Wall of Ll Capitan. (What an impressive place to be. A look to the
right, and you see the grcat Salethe Wall route, a look to the left, and you see
the Dihedral Wall route, one of the great siege climbs of the early '60s.) I nailed
the first pitch on La Escuela and found it strenuous and time consuining. As the day
lengthened, we progressed slowly, and the temperature soared above 105 degrees in the
blinding sun. D. S. lead the next pitch and I the last. The heat was almost un-< ° :
bearable by the time we finished the climb. OCur water had long since been used uprand .
We were reduced to 4 whispering conversations D. S. was in the late stages of heat:
exhaustion, which kills people every year: I wes not much better. Somehow we
Mansged to get down after a near tragedy iwhen .one rappel rope jamned. It was quite
Obvious to us why no one climbs on the big wall.in July! : :

The next day was a'rest day “and we were off to see San .Francisco. The next day
after that, we were back at the base of 'El Capitan again and did about LO feet of
Little John, center route-A-L. The A=l was quite impressive. It takes a good bit
of nerve, even L0 feet above the ground. :After doing:it, I tried the left side of
Little John, which looked easy. It wasareal struggle and I ended up falling off
of the last section. I later found out that it is a 5.8 jam. . . L .

All week long, 1 wanted to do something big - a grade 1II, a full day climb.
After a talk with Pratt, we decided to do Glacier Point Apron-west -side (5.8 says
Pratt) and 1000 feet long. It is a strange feeling to start out-on a long climb for
the first time. All sorts of things ran through my minds What if .we climb 5 pitches
and one of us falls and brakes an arm or leg? What if it gets as hot as it did on El
Capitan? That if the 10th pitch is too ‘hard for us to get up? The second pitch was
the crux as we went out-on a 5.0 variation and I was very pleased to be asble to lead-
it. After that the climbing beceme moz- moderate. I was going rather well, so I
lead most of the climb. I had to keep alert, always thinking about route finding,
for there are no pitons to show the way in Yosemite. By 3:30 pm we were up and I
could not but help feeling proud and even tried a few yodels. They weren't too
beautiful, D. S. reports. The climb and rappel down was a strain in the mind, but
Came off ok. T

Our last day in the Valley, we decided to go up on the Nose Route on ELl Capitan.
This is one of the great, classic, rock climbs of North Americas~One camot fail
to come under it's spell. From the mement I arrived in Yosemite, I wanted to get on
this great route somehow. The first few lmndred feet are 3rd, Lthy and easy 5th
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class climbing, Then some long nailing is encountered. We got up on the nailing
and worked for L hours just getting about 300 feet above the valley floor. But just
to be there, on that route, with all it's history and tradition, is just about the
greatest feeling T have ever experienced climbing. We really didn't get very far
and were, by their standards, just hacking around, but for me it was a great thrill,
that, unfortunately for them, they will never know.

The next morning, a beautifully clear one, we left the valley. The last thing
I saw as I looked back was that very symbol of Yosemite, El Capitan towering 3500
feet into the sky 10 miles away.

A few observations may help clear up some of the popular misconceptions about
the climbing in Yosemite. The climbing out there is not overrated and does not con-
sist entirely of long aid routes. There are plenty of free climbs from 5.0 to 5.10
and from 1 pitch to 25 pitches in length. When you try something hard, be quite
ready to struggle for all you are worth. Don't even consider going on a big wall
climb immediately, wait 1% days or more. e are just too slow aid climbing and free
climbing. Don't go out there talking about this or that climb done in the GCunks.
Just keep quiet and let your climbing speak for itself and the climbers will respect
you for what you are. The rock is really sound for the most part and holds pitons
well. I,personally, can't wait. to get back - it is worth a visit, even if you go
Jjust to look. '

"WILD MEN ONLY"
(5-7: A‘Ll)

TOM EVANS

On April 30th, Chips Janger, Bob Iyons and I finished a new route on the Totem
at Seneca Rocks, West Virginia. The route starts at the center of the Totem Buttress
and goes up and left. After L5 feet, 2 large cracks are reached. The route goes up
the left-hand crack snd gets progressively more difficult as one gets higher. The
crack ends at the Totem ledge, which is quite large and well pitoned. The second
pitch gees up from the very left-hand edge of the ledge, out over the largest part
of the overhang. After a few easy aid pins, the nailing hecomes very awkward and
strenous but ends a few feet above the overhang. Once out of aid, go straight up
and slightly left for 25 feet to the start of a thin traverse. Traverse left 20
feet over to the "Throes of Death" hole (to rest!) or continue straight up and
slightly right, over some rather thin holds, 35 feet to a stance by a small bush.

At this point, a choice awaits the young, ambitious, lcader - go straight up for

25 feet of very strenuous jamming and laybacking (5.8 or 5.9), or go right to the
regular route for 10 feet, and they back left under the second overhang. The second
’overhang is tumed by traversing left under it. From the left side of the overhang,
go up 10 feet to a belay hole where you will be out of rope. The third pitch goes
straight up the center of the wall that is set back glightly from the belay position
and is quite obvious. The climb ends on the very top of the buttress. This fine
new route is characterized by long leads and strenuous, (although short) nailing.

CHATTRIAN'S CORNER

1967 is fast coming to a close. A nominating committee consisting of the
following members:
' Al Goldberg

. . Tom McCrum :
has been appointed. They will appreciate your suggestions for nominees.

———————

=
-
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) Some time ago, John Reed brought out a temporary map of the Potomac Gorge which .
indicated our climbing areas. The lMountaineering Section discussed with the head of
<Q the Maps Committee, Dr. Egbert Walker, the feesibility of his Committee producing an
Up-to-date map of this area for use.by our members and by the entire P'TC. Ve agreed
the map could be produced, using wvolunteers fér the chores of field chccking and drafting
Ing, PATC President,Ruth Blackburn,and the council have agreed to allow funds for
{ the production of such a mep. Igbert is now ready to start work on the map. He needs
field ¢heckers and will eventually need draftsmen. Field checking requires going -
about the area with the topographic maps and John Reed's map and checking the roads,
. Climbing areas, paths, etc,against the map to ensure correctness. Drafting entails
| the actual drawing of the map. - figbert will fill interested volunteers in on the
| details. Come on, rock climbers, let's show 'em we can make maps too.
As I announced at the last meeting, Phil Eddy has asked to be relievedfrom his
i duties as Business lianager of UP ROPE. Phil has been in this post for three years
'and has done the club good service, even doubling as Chairman last year. Sally
| Griffin has asked to be relievegof her duties as Treasurer. She, a2lso, has been in
| her post for three years and has done a -~ood job, recently updating the records to
' tonform to the inclusive September due date. :
E Sally suggested the post of Treasurer, and UP RCPL Business Manager be combined
[ Yo eliminate the necessity of keeping separate files. Art wWilder has been persuaded
to accept these combined tasks.
. We want to thank Phil and Se1lly for jobs well done. I know Art will carry on
in their manner. You all help him out by being on time with your dues and subscrip-
. tion fees. Remember, théy are both now due on September lst' of each year.
‘ As most of you know, I have often experienced dissetification with our apparent
1 lack of communication with the rest of the PATC. ' .Je have a tendency to get out
4 Climbing and forget our duties to the parent organization. Now some of us do go on
\)trail cleaning projects and the sponsored hikes, but I don't think our newer members
are made well enough aware that we are an autonomousbut active arm of the PATC, so
that they may engage in the fun and service projects of the club. So, to the end of
| developing more comminication;. I have arranged a joint venture for December 3rd.
his is a Carderock ‘Sunday:i- A group of FATC members who have mot seen our activities
are going to hike. out'from Georgetown (See the November FORLCAST) and will arrive
dbout noon or so to seé a demonstration by us,‘ This and other activities are listed
b6l oy which we will wish to engage in, hoth as watchers and participants. . So let's
have good turnouts. ‘Tet's not forsake rock-climbing, but lets not: overlook what we
ave in the P TC. "“And let's let our new members khow about it.- Remember, our officers
Mst be PATC members. Think that one over.. S Bt g g

November 13, PATC's fAnnual Color Slide Show . - o
. Smithsonian Auditorium, 10th and Consitution, 8 PM. PATC members and friends are
vited to submit slides taken on hiking, climbing and cemping trips, for inclusion
M a combined exhibit.

For details on submitting slides, etc. please refer to the November FCRLCAST.
| Yon-members of PATC should visit club headquarters and ask for a copy. You will be
"ore than welcome,

Yovenber 28, L0th Anniversary iof PATC.. ‘ _ ) _ o B
Smithsonian Auditorium, lOthi&“ConsitutiQn,hv8fPM.'Four*climberS areasked to
®lunteer to take part in a skit which will relate to all attending (including
Ongressman interested in conservation) the realization of Benton lMcKayes dream of
&ﬁ&he Appalachian Trail, Two of our prettiest mounta%nee?ettes are needed to help as
%quhgrettes. Someone with experience in court ?epo?tlng is also needed. Refer to the
'RECAST and call PATC Headquarters. Or Purnie Bishop, Co. 5-9799. .

geCember 13, Equipment Committee Round Table. PATC Headquarters, 8 Pu. .Carl Edley,
iead of the PATC Zquipment Committee,will head up a discu§sion oﬁ the merits of various
tems of climbing equipment, tentage, sleeping gear, cooking equipment and food.

A | -




