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THE PATC MOUNTAINEERING SECTION

The Mountaineering Section of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club welcomes all inteérested
individuals who wish to participate in its

weekly outings and to share in the fréﬁdom of

the hills., Sunday day trips leave ir@m ‘Howard
Johnson's at Wisconsin and ‘Jjestern Avenues, NeWs
at 8:30 am. Come early and have breakfast., If
you are late, check behind the southeast drainpipe
for any change in scheduled act1v1ﬁles. Climbing
lasts all day. Groups stop for supper on the way
home. Bring lunch and water. Vear clothing
suitable for climbing. For further information,
contact the trip leader or Lanny Iughey (530-0007).
For information about the Mountaineering Section
write to: Secretary, Mountaineering Section, PATC.
1718 N Street, W.W., Washington,: s Cu 200364 or
visit PATC Headquarters between 7pm. and 10pm. any
weeknight.,

UP ROPL PUBLICATION

UP ROPE is the newsletter of the PATC Mountalneerlng
Section, founded by Jan and Herb Conn in 19Lk.
Publication is on the last Wednesday of/ each calendar
month at PATC Headquarters. Deadline er*Submltted
material is the next to last wednesday: of :the month
preceding sn issue. faterial for inclusigh, comments,
or questions on editorial policy shouil ;dlrectcd to
EDITCR, UP RCPL, c/o PATC, 1718 N Streety
Washington, D. C. 20036, Subscrlptlon rates are $1.50
per year. New subscriptions and changes Of address
should be directed to: Business Manager, UP IOPL, etc.

. Bxtra.copies of UP ROPL are generally found at the

Information Desk of the PATC ghould anyonéiwish one
or two for passouts. Please-do not-take aﬁymore than
is necessary for. -your aims as these are pr¢ﬁgrlly for
use by the Information Desk. = % ks
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INSIGHT AND PROSPECTUS
CLL/DING IN YOSLMITE

& , RCBERT NCRRIS

In writing this description of my experiences in Yosemite during the month of
October, I not only find it most difficult to convey many of my impressions into the
Visual media, I find it difficult to choose which of those many impressions I wish
to write about. The experience of placing my first aid piton (an A3 placement) was
Quite stimulating to say the least. I still have not decided whether i¢ was fear;
Sxcitement, or the "sewing machine" phenomenon whic¢h vibrédted through my entire being
M this initial aid climb. I could tell about watching the moon go into full eclipse
Over the razor sharp silhouette of El Capitans I could describe my panic placement
of my first "rurp" while standing in a tied=off "baby angle" which was slowly moving
from horizontal to verticali The way up the one hundred foot (5.5) layback, which the
| Buide book describes as appslling,-is in itself an interesting taie. The crack,

Which looked easy, but which was smooth inside and outside-absolutely smooth, and
dead verticalsmade a vivid impression on mes , o

‘ There arey, I supposes; mahy facets of this trip which I could describe, but I
Will limit my exposition to two main areas. First; I will discuss the climbs which
Were the most impressive to me = for reasons which, I hope, you will all see.

My most enjoyable climb was the Royal Arches which consists of seventeen pitches.
¥ partner was Tom Kimbroughi The climb is rated III; 5.6 and has many pitches of
fnjoyable climbing. The most noteable moments of the climb were on two pendulums
8Cross two smooth areas (both of which have been done free « 5.10)s I welled up my
limited confidence and tried to do the first pendulum free. That turned out to be a
disaster. I immediately fell off with only one foot on the traverse. MNeedless to
Say, I found out I was not a 5.10 climber.

ﬁ ¢ These two pendulums lead to a dead tree which lays across a chute which cexits

W 0 the valley floor. One must continue up the fifty-five degree slope of this log to

g the other side of the chute. Quite exciting! The last two pitches are 5.4 friction
raverses. I led the first pitch, Tom led the seconds Both pitches are extremely
SXposed and I waes climbing so well that day I decided to see if I could run across
the 1ast pitche I told Tom of my intentions and nerved myself to run across the
ast thirty feet of the pitch. I quickly discovered that one cannot run laterally on
& forty-degree friction slope. One is forced downhill. Fortunately, I made the end
of the friction just before I ran out of vertical running room. An interesting
&sson! With a faint smile, Tom told me of a girl climber who in falling on that
Ditch had sat down on her hammer. She went over the edge in a shower of sparks weit=
g for the rope to pull tight while stering at the valley floor below.

On we went, onto the plateau to joyously and thankfully (and myself, greedily)
drink from a steam whose only merit was that it was wet. At no time did I adjust to
®limbing in the sun all day without water. . ot -

A most interesting day, but as I soon found out, it was far from over. e
raversed the top of Iashington columm and started picking our.way down North Dome

anyon, U“hen we were in the Canyon proper, Tom started to run. Yes, I said run.
his, I learned later, is a standard Yosemite procedure of descent, Most of the
tlimbers are also skiers, so they run down the long descent routes with just enough
zig-zag to maintain control. Technically, one is doing the same thing on rock and
favel as one would on snow, The North Dome C,nyon descent has, as its final test,
8 slalom course through the woods which has been put there by many climbers. Running
this full speed for the first time is 2 unique thrill in itself and, as I thought |
bout it later, is also a painless (?) way of descending. The alternative is to
i SPend hours boulder-hopping, twisting and turning, in tight klettershoes. Observing
‘&the speed with which most climbers remove their klettershoes, it is apparent that
the punishment/time factor is important to most climbers.

N
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A climb whirh gave e gr cat emotional satisfaction was the Archer Terrace, This
climb is rated av I1T 5.8, and is essentially a two pitch clinb.. My partner was
Rick Sylvester from Beverly Hills, California. Third class cllmb¢ny takes one up to
the first pitch Lxlrd is ebout & hundred fifty feest above the ground. This pltch ¥ N
1s a one hundred Zifty foot traverse on 5.8 friction. 'When we gobt to the traverse, !
we locked in awe a en imprescive forty to fifty degree face. Four bolts placed in
it were the only wviilence ihat man had dared tec set his foot on such an improbable b
thing, We lovied at one anotvher with sscret thoughts we dared nct speak. Eyes, *
trying to gay wha' the mind dered not. Tgos, victims of past events and of that most
basic or all emct? 015, desire. The cquality cign of climbing, the traverse. Not a
cuestion of who, bu® how and if, : ' , '

It is fﬁtﬁr;sting to.2bs2rve the mind as i1V quietly contemplates thoughts that
arise on b;u friction, There ic an awareness of a nervading logic. It becomes a-
microscope of concentration,, constantly aware of the siightest oav1ation of pressure
on the finger tips and toles of the feet. It congbantly measure: and adjusts the
angle bVUUOPn'bodyg leFs, *n’ rock, It sensss tiny er’foliations that slip under the
fingernails 1:ike (Jirt. It becomas aware that the thin line it has searched for so
long is herc. Teeb rest cn one wncws nob wiat. One spob looks little better then
another. To dally is to slip. "To slin is to die a 1little bit., The line, the thin
line conrecting ability and judgement hes been nmet, The mind scens the route and
wonders was that really doney; was it really possible?

The travcrse is mede. A flood of emotion erupts into a smile and one is for-
ever bonded to ones componion: cllmk,;, friend, fellow human. There are no words
needed betwecen you, ommunicaticn is there., az true lovers, lying exhausted, ,
satirted . in humar wormth, know. Words would only limit bh_o undefinab 1e, unlimitable ,

|
!
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emotion.

The thouvght occurs lster and with some apprehension that the line now has
gotten even narrcwer. The margin of possibility has shrunk. Ambivalent attitudes
ping-pong in your mind, buv you know ycu can never go hack. In the future, some- 1
day, you know you will atiompt to cross that line again. ' ‘ ¢

The second pitch is a 5.8 jam crack. It is my lead. I feel as if momentum-.
from the first pitch is carrying r» on, bLt a Jam crack 1s a different set'of :
problens and I ocuickly sottls down. The.crack gées essily. I am one hundred forty
feet out and at thz2 crux of the _pluCh Lr‘ ﬂxlﬂ"; cl osely a2t what is shead of me, . T
calculate ry meves. Three feet above my last pin, I realize I made, the wrong move.

I am ctucke I canrot+let go, nor is there. anything for my feet. T am surrounded by -
cmooth granitve. I feel ryself start to slin wvery slowly. I increase the counter- -
force pressure apainst the crack and continue to slip down, ever so slowly. What

to do? There isnothing for my feet, only counterforce holds me to the rock. TI:.
continue dﬁme Suddenly, I sbtons I co not know why. I lean out far enough to look }
down at my fset cnd- realiz c I am standing on my last pin. Wonder of Wonders! A

quick reeva]uablon;ond tha proper noves, and I get to the belay bolt. Rick follqws,
with not en inkling of my trauma, but with a smile and "Nice l.=adi"

One clim:> that is ceared into my memory forever is Serenity Cracks Iy partner
on this climb was qu‘?gshop from Los Angeles, California., The climb is rated I,
5.7, 42, It is virtually all aid except for a ﬁﬂ7_leyback three hundred feet up. ERE
Roy took the firsth T1+ch I

As I lgy on the grouno watching him nail up for one hundred fifty ieet I
could not help tut admire the .fluid motion and lack of strain in his technlque., We
had speat many hours together on many climbs. Ve were beginning Lo functlon as a.
team, to enticipate end pull’together. ‘e were eearching for that elusive quality,
speed, to enable uc to do one or the big clinbgs of the valley, ‘perhaps a route on
Half Dome. 'le ventured a mention of this desirc orce or.twice but the replies were
still locked within cureselves. The ke o uhe chn was speed aad ability. The big
volle of Yosemite have nothing but pain, anguich, frustration and danger to repay

Vi aids £

the slow, inept climber fer his efforts.




