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THE COVER - THE FACE  OF A THOUSAND PITONS 

The basic photograph was taken by Ross Chappel
with the assistance of Thais Weibel and Cris
Buckingham. Our thanks to Ross and his assistants
for allowing use of his photograph.

This is the first time we have used this process
and, hopefully, with your, the readers, assistance
we will be able to continue this practice. Your
comments) suggestions, critisims, or impressions
are invited.

JOE NOLTE

THE PAM MOUNTAINEERING SECTION

The Mountaineering Section of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club welcomes all individuals
who wish to participate in its weekly outings and
to share in the freedom of the hills. Sunday day
trips leave from Howard Johnson's at Wisconsin and
Western Avenues, N.W. at 0:30 am. Come early and
have breakfast. If you are late, check behind the
Southeast drainpipe for any change in scheduled
activities. Climbing lasts all day. Groups stop
for supper on the way home. Bring Lunch and water.
Wear clothing suitable for climbing. For further
information, contact the trip leader. For infor-
mation about the Mountaineering Section write to:
Secretary, Mountaineering Section, PATC, 1716, N
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, or visit PATC
Headquarters between 7 pm. and 10 pm. any weeknight.

UP ROPE PUBLICATION

UP ROPE is the Newsletter of the PATC Mountain-
eering Section, founded by Jan and Herb Conn in 1944.
Publication is on the last Wednesday of each calendar
month at PATC Headquarters. Deadline for submitted
material is the next to last Wednesday of the month
preceding an issue. Material for inclusion, comments
or questions on editorial policy should be directed
to EDITOR, UP ROPE, c/o PATO, 1718 N. Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036. Subscription rates are
4.50 per year. New subscriptions and changes of
address should be directed to Business Manager, UP
ROPE, etc.

Extra copies of UP ROPE are generally found at
the information Desk of the PATC should anyone wish
one or two for passouts. Please do not take anymore
than is necessary for your aims as these are primarily
for use by the Information Desk.
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When a new editor takes office, it is traditional that he publish
a short piece introducing his administration. Generally, he starts
by praising past editors, moves onto a quotation from Benjamin
Franklin, and finishes with a description of how he intends to Niove
forward to bring you an even better publication than you have had in
the past." In keeping with this tradition, I would like to say; we
have had a succession of capable, hard working editors, a penny saved
is a penny earned) and I will try to give you the publication that you
desire.

But I would like to as a'question at this point. What is the
publication that you desire? As you can see, UP ROPE is very different
this month. One reason for this is that we have published in haste.
The major reason, however, is that UP ROPE is again in the hands of
the planners. I would appreciate any suggestions) comments, helpful
criticism, and ideas from the subscribers with regard to the design
of our newsletter. The quality of UP ROPE is my responsibility as
editor. The content and design of UP ROPE are our responsibility as
members of the Mountaineering Section.#20As editor, I have the priviledge
of deciding what goes in to UP ROPE and how it goes in. But I would
like to base my decisions on a knowledge of what all of us) as members,
wish to receive each month. I want UP ROPE to be a reflection of the
membership. Please take a moment to write in or to tell me in person
what you want to see.

The format of UP ROPE is as yet uncertain. I plan to continue to
use the cover photo idea and to include sections for editorial comment)
business metting summaries) committee reports) articles on the burning
issues of our times (The Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks Recreation Area
Controversy as well as the price of coffee at HoJo's) trip reports, .
and, of course, the trip schedule. I plan to continue to require a
deadline for publication, with late articles carried over for the
subsequent issue. As for the treatment of articles, I will try to catch
the minor errors that the best of writers make in spelling, punctuation,
and grammar. If extensive editing is called for, it will be done in
consultation with the author.. In order to secure trip reports) I
may work up a mimeographed questionnaire for trip leaders. In this
manner we will be assured of at least a few details of each trip.

I would also like to make the pages of UP ROPE available as a
forum for the discussion of matters of concern to members. I promise
to give fair treatment and equal.space to proponents of all,sides of
a given issue in the hope that UP ROPE will be useful to the section in
establishing our official position. I will require that comment be
kept temperate and, hence, useful.

Although my work is writing, editing is a new experience for me.
I have a lot to learn. I hope to serve you well) but I will need your
patience and contributions in order to do the job right. my only
unbending policy as editor will be to work for you, not against you)
as we are all in this together. If UP ROW. is a success, it will be
to the credit of us all.


