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Hanging Around

Seneca Rocks, W. Va,
Oct, 23-25

Chuck Sproull - Trip Leader
Sallie Greenwood

Betty Boeker

Roger and Deanna Birch
Phil Eddy

Jimmy Shipley

Terry Robinson
Mike Hill
Bill Thomas
Casey Cremins
Don Schaefer

Due to crummy weather conditions and 2 mountain of house-
work to be done, I arrived at Geneca late Saturday evening.
After driving 4 hours in the rainy darkness I was looking
forward to a nice quiet night's sleep at the Seneca pavilion.
Who else, I rationalized, would go out in this miserable
weather just to go camping? I wasn't prepared for the surprise
of finding 40 other cars strewn about in the pavilion grounds.
Bewildered but not discouraged, I found a place to park and
splashed my way towards that old, familiar, spacious roof only
to find 40 carloads of people taking up almost the entire
floor for their sleeping quarters. Most of them were from
Ohio and southern Virginia and had been there since Thursday
when the relentless rain began. One friendly candle shown
through the night; ah, to escape from the crowded ecity!

In the morning the rain turned to drizzle just long
enough for Buck Harper to make his friendly rounds at the
unfriendly hour of 7 a.m. Gradually, those of us from D.C.
found each other and made our customary alternative plans for
rainy weekends--all but the true grit Roger and Casey, that is.
They climbed Ectasy, Jr. in the rain and had mighty Seneca to
themselves, It was Casey's first continuous climb,

Don and I met at Kline Gap and then drove several
hundred miles checking out some prospective "secret crags"
for their first-ascent potential and observing Autumn in her
full glory of brilliant colors. We also visited every nook
and cranny and crawl space in Smoke Hole cave. Meanwhile,
Terry had led a group over to Spruce Knob for a fog-bound
tour of the local wintergreen patch., Wild grapes were also
collected in massive quantities--'71 looks like a good year.

That evening, back at the pavilion, Terry was feeding
his fire. He and the others had gone grape-picking and
niking on Spruce Knob, By now there were only about 15 people
in the whole camping area and the sky was full of stars.

On Monday, Roger led Casey and me up the only dry rock
in West Virginia--an overhanging jam crack/squeeze chimney in
Churck Rock just south of Seneca. Dee busied herself with
our cameras and photogenic poses.

In spite of the rain, or because of it, we all found
other interesting things to do instead of just the technical
rock climbing we would have done if the weather had been
cool, comfortable, sunny and dry.

wolf Gap,WVA.
October 30, 31

Tom McCrumm - Trip Leader

Don, Betsey and Erica Schaefer
Dave Templeton and friends
Chuck Sproull

John Braman and Pat

June Lehman and friends

Betty Boeker

Pat Lane

Mike and Nellie Hill
other people and friends

I arrived late Saturday evening with friends John and Pat
to find everyone eating dinner in the dirt in the dark.
Needless to say, I had the key to the cabin. We had our
annual Wolf Gap Cabin rout and party. Entertainment was
provided by Chuck Sproull on the kazoo and an assortment
of dishpan drummers, followed by a mass ascent of the tree
in front of the cabin. Sunday it rained and some people
went home while the rest of us went to Wardenville to
investigate Pinnacle Rocks. This is a new area similar
to Seneca and might turn out to be a good new climbing
area. Some climbing was done in the rain at the lower
end, while Don, June, Pat and 1 went up to the top and
soloed a few short pinnacles before retreating from the
rain.

Annapolis Rocks/Black Rocks, Md.
Nov. 8

Don Schaefer
Jane Reid
Jon Larson

Sallie Greenwood -~ Trip Leader
Tom MeCrumm
Betty Boeker
and 3 others

The Trip Leader felt like the Lone Ranger for for
awhile--until Don Schaefer showed up. The parking lot near
the AT was practically bare when I arrived at 9:30; but, it
being such a great day--the first dry day for a scheduled
tfip in almost 9 weeks--I decided to taks the stroll to the
rocks, No telling who might show upg and Don did.

Don and I walked on to Bsker Rocks after being joined
by Betty Boeker. Don showed us some boulder problems--mostly
pull-up sort of things and then tied off 14 trees with one
rope to rig two climbs., The chimney for "compact" people

HANGING ARCUND, continued on page 3
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The Importance of the Mountaineering Section
Tom McCrumm

Many times the question of membership in the Mountaineer-
ing Section has come up. New climbers question becoming a
member: "What advantages do I have as a member of the PATC
Mountaineering Section?" Non-members are welcome on our
scheduled trips. They participate in our training programs.
They can subscribe to UP ROPE, They come to our meetings,
slide shows, movies, pienics, and other entertainments.

Granted we welcome non-members in all our activities,
but I think that these non-members should realize just what
the Mountaineering Section does for them and why it is so
important for the Section to keep up its membership and thus
its existence.

The primary function of the PATC Mountaineering Section
is to provide a base for climbers in this area. The Section
schedules climbing trips to known area and investigates new
areas for future use. For the novice climber it is a great
advantage to know where other climbers will be on certain
dates. Our newsletter, UP ROPE, provides a means for
disseminating news and information wvaluable to all climbers
in the area. Our training programs benefit anyone interested
enough to participate. Our entertainment and social activi-
ties allow those people to get together with others who share
common interests.

Of prime importance is the function of the Mountaineering
Section as an organization--capable of expressing the thoughts
and requirements of a nucleus of a few hundred area climbers.to
authorities controlling the areas where we climb, We have been
able to gain special concessions for rock climbers with the
National Park Service. We are always working with other govern-
ment agencies which control climbing areas, such as the U.S.
Forest Service, on problems that effect us as :climbers. All
climbers have benefited from our good relationships and commun-
ication with the landowners of most of the privately-owned rocks
on which we climb, We also represent the area climbers to the
American Alpine Club which in turn represents climbing on a
national and international level,

I think too many climbers fail to recognize why it is
important for the PATC Mountaineering Section to exist. Our
work is of prime importance to all climbers and the only way
we can continue to function is by suvport of membership.

I have heard, "Why should I join? I can climb with the
club without being a member. What do I get for my two-dollar
membership fee?" I can answer that your money really is not
that important -- for really all it will get you is some
free beer at our annual pienic. However, your money and
your support via membership keeps the club functioning as the
only climber-oriented, climber-interested group in the Washing-
ton area., UP ROPE is not totally self-supporting by subscrip-
tion fees; membership fees help defray those expenses., The
anmual movie/lecture programs that we have been offering free
to the public for the past three years are supported by member-
ship fees. But most imortant is that the membership of the
PATC Mountaineering Section works for you, the climber.

We try to be aware of the problems facing climbing and
to act to make you aware of them as well -- then we can all
work to solve these problems. Membership in the Mountaineering
Section is not much more than this: It is a serious interest
in the future of climbing, Be willing to see that the club
that has helped you in the past and that is helping you now
will be able to help you and others in the future.

L ditorial

The following is taken from brief notes made at the
Hountaineering Section meeting in November. Tom McCrumm,
acting in place of Terry Robinson as chairman, asked the
two candidates selected by the nominations committee to
state their aims if elected.as Chairman of the Section.

Don Milligan: The Section should take positive steps in
watching out for dangerous techniques used by inexperienced
climbers at Carderock. A climber's guide to Carderock should
be organized. A Section-organized trip for summer climbing
should be instituted. Training and safety programs should
continue as well as a drive for membership and political
awareness of issues effecting climbing areas,

John Christian: The mountaineering interest of the Section
should be expanded. Rock climbing should be experienced not
only in the context of a sport within itself but more within
the scope of the total mountain experience. The responsibil-
ity of instruction of leaders at Seneca should be investiga~
ted. The Section should continue its official relationships
in an advisory capacity to the Forest Service in matters
effecting Seneca and to take the initiative where warranted.

BELAY LEDGE

Address changes:

Bob Robinson Witchings, Monks Well, Moor

Park, Farnham, Surrey, U.K.
Roger and Deanna Birch 8014 Riverside Drive,
Cabin John, Md,.
229-1129

Lo Hooa

UP ROFE is the Newsletter of the PATC Mountaineering
Section, founded by Jan and Herb Conn in 194l. Publication is
on the last Wednesday of each calendar month at PATC Headquarters.
Deadline for submitted material is the next to last Wednesday of
the month preceding an issue. Material for inclusion, comments
or questions on editorial policy should be directed to EDITOR,
UP ROERE, c/o PATC, 1718 N Strzc%, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
Subscription rates are $1.50 por year for PATC Mountaineering
Section members and $2.50 per year for non-members. The addi-
tional dollar may be credited towards membership dues. New sub-
scriptions. and address changes should be sent to Business Manager,
UP ROPE, etc.
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New arrivals:
Elizabeth Augusta Deutermann on October 12 to Cynthia and
Bill Deutermann,

Elizabeth Wilder on November 25 to Sally and Art Wilder.

The Eastern Trade:

Subscriptions to John Stannard!s quarterly newsletter geared
to Gunks climbers can be sent to THE EASTERN TRADE, P.O. Box
312, Tillson, New York 12486, The cost of a subscription is
$1.00 per year.

Reading notes:
There is an interesting article about acecidents in the
Alps in the October 30, 1971 issue of the NEW YORKER.
Title of the article is: "A Reporter at ILarge: On Vous
Cherche."

Jim McCarthy has an article in the November-December, 1971
issue of SUMMIT which complements the thoughts expressed
by Tom McCrumm, Bob Robinson, and John Stannard in this
and recent issues of UP ROPE, "The Last Mountain Men and
the Last Frontier" is the title. Read it.

The same issue of SUMMIT has John Stannard's article on
"Clogs" which appeared in last month's UP ROPE. Due to
space limitations we were unable to carry Jom's
carefully worked out graph--check SUMMIT for that.

Rock Fal. at Seneca

An estimated 100 tons of rock fell a few weeks ago from the
top of the South Peak Buttress. A portion of the inner
flakes at the top of the Thais Face broke loose about 9 p.m.
Wednesday, November 3. The volume of the rock was somewhere
on the order of 15 x 6 feet square. The bottom part of the
Pleasant Overhangs route is littered with broken rock. The
slope at the bottom of the Thais Face has been wiped clean
of trees and undergrowth for several hundred feet downhill
by the rockfall. There still appears to be some badly
fractured rock at the top of the Thais Face. Climbing in
this area is not recommended until the loose rock is cleaned
out. Who will organize, or volunteer to help on, a party to
clean off Thais Face?

Accident Report

George Frederick "Fred" Schladen, age 30 years, of Columbus,
Ohio, fell to his death at about 10:15 a.m., Nov. 14, while
climbing unroped below the Broadway Ledge on Seneca Rocks.
This was in the area about halfway between The Cockscomb-
South ‘Peak notch and the beginning of the Soler Route.

This area was considered a '"scramble" and is normally c
climbed unroped by experienced parties. Ford Swetnam and
Joan Webber, also of Columbus, were in the party, some dis-
tance below and out of sight. They heard Fred yell and
think they heard Fred hit an intermediate ledge. In about
5 minutes they got to the 3 foot ledge where Fred lay on his
back with 2 large rocks (about 18" and 24" long) on his legs.
The ledge was about 75' above the talus slope. Apparently
he pulled loose the rocks and fell backwards with them.
Distance fallen is unknown, probably about 50 feet. The
doctor who attended gave the cause of death as probably

from a hard blow on the chest which punctured the lung
possibly damaged the heart. There were also multiple
fractures. John Markwell and John Christian arrived soon
after the accident and organized a rescue operation.
Evacuation off the rock began at about 11:00 with one

rope lowering Stokes litter with second rope as backup

and another rope lowering John Christian who guided the
stretcher. At the talus slopes, the stretcher was half
carried with rope belay down to Roy Gap Road at 12:05 pm
where Arnold's Ambulance Service from Petersburg took

over. -

Fred had been climbing about 1 year, was not a member
of a climbing club, was considered a strong climber by
Ford (who had been climbing longer). The previous day Fred
had led Breakneck and Ecstasy Junior, both grade 5.4 climbs.

HANGING AROUND, concluded from page 1

was climbed by the three of us in tum. As Don finished off
the second climb--more overhangs--Tom and Jane arrived.

After some discussion--mostly about how cold it was—-—
we decided to eat lunch and show Tom the boulder problems,
Somehow we got through the lunch thing and never got around
to the boulder-problem thing, Betty had mentioned something
about a six pack on ice back at the car--a strategic advance
to the rear was mad.. On the way back to the cars we passed

Jon and "3 others" on their way to Black Rocks to check out
the view,

. Tom, Jane and Betty headed off to Gaithersburg to see
if they could locate the new Roy's Place. Hope they found it.

The Gunks, NY
Thanksgiving Weekend

June Lehman
Bob Smith

Tom McCrumm - Trip Leader
Linda Harris

A foot of snow fell on Thanksgiving Day which severely
limited the climbing for the weekend. June and Bob hiked
on Friday while Linda and I were recovering from an OD of
turkey suffered at Penney and Jerry Archibald's. Saturday
we all did a few climbs on primarily dry but cold rock.
Sunday it rained and drove us all home.
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CLIMBER’S CALENDAR

Place Leader Backpacking Tiip
- _ Don is planning a bushwhack over 0ld Rag. Saturday
Jan. 12 Meeting, PATC ELECTIONS night will be spent at Corbin Cabin. The limit on the
Headquarters and trip is 15 people due to the restrictions on people density
8:00 p.m. slides of the in Corbin Cabin., Make your reservation for a space on the
Tetons and Rainier trip with Don Schaefer. Call 521-5326,
Jan, 16 Camp Lewis Al Goldberg White Cak Canyon, Va,
(593-8124) Go to Gainesville, Va, on I-66. Then to Warrenton and
pick up U.S, 211 around Warrenton and stay on it to the Thorn-
Jan, 19 Training Lecture ton Gap entrance of the Skyline Drive. South on the drive to
(7.15 p.m.-8.15) the parking area just pag Skyland (White Oak Cganyon). It
and will be on the left. Walk down the trail one mile to the
Swap Night, 8:30- cliffs just past the first falls.
PATC Headquarters
Jan. 23 Boucher Rocks Tom McCrumm
(527-6272)
Jan, 29-30 Backpacking Don Schaefer
Trip (521-5326)
Feb. 6 White Oak Canyon Dave Templeton
(ice training) (933-2174)
Feb, 9 Meeting, PATC
Headquarters
8:00 p.m,
Feb, 16 Training Lecture, Dave Templeton
PATC Headquarters, (933-2174)
7:15 p.m,

If more information about trips is required == rides,
who is going, how to get there == call the Trip Leader.

Camp Lewis, Md.

rom the Beltway take the Carderock exit., Go to the
Carderock exit, cross the bridge and go back down to the
George Washington Parkway headed back toward Washington.
Park at the first lot after going under the Cabin John
Bridge. Cross the canal; walk under the bridge and turn
left, Follow the bridge to the river., Walk upriver
(right) 100 yards to the rocks.,

Boucher Rocks, Va,

Take Beltway Exit 13 and follow Rt. 193 south. Take the
first left on Balls Hill Road; left again onto Live Oak Drive.
Bear right and drive to the end of the road, The rocks are
down a dirt road and left, upriver about 200 feet.,
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