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PATC ACQUIRES LAND FOR DAVID TEMPLETON MEMORIAL CABIN

/

< D 5?

Mountaineering Section Chairman Joe Jensen, on behalf of the PATC, received the deed
for two acres of land near Seneca Rocks WV on March 2 from Earl Hedrick (cont'd. p. 9)
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At Base Camp

YOUR MOUNTAINEERING SECTION AT WORK: A meetJng of the MS Execut1ve Comm1ttee was held

on March 6 at Joan Templeton's. Those present voted to accept proposals 7, 9, 11 and

12 of the Constitution and By-Laws Review Committee. Proposal 8 was voted down. John
Bonine is going to prepare a new edition of the MS Constitution and By-Laws in accor-

dance with these changes and members will recelve copies.

There was a quest1on about current Section dues and the cost of UP ROPE subscriptions.
At present, Section dues are: (a) For non-PATC members, $3.00 annually. (b) For PATC
members, $1.50 annually. Dues are collected at the beginning of each calendar year.
New members joining between January and September pay dues for the current year. Mem-
bers joining after October 1 pay dues only for the coming year.

Section members receive UP ROPE as a benefit of membership. Non-Section members may
subscribe to UP ROPE by paying $3.00 annually (see masthead above).

There was discussion about accounting for dues and UP ROPE. At the same time, Chuck
Sproull and Betsy Schaefer were asked to look at ways of making the Section's finances
work more efficiently. They will report back to the Executive Committee.

The successful purchase of 2.02 acres of land at the Mouth of Seneca, West Virginia,
was announced. John Christian and Betsy Schaefer reported on the current activities
of the Cabin Maintenance and the Cabin Design Committees. June Lehman was designated
chairman of a Fund Raising Committee for the cabin, with a goal of $2,000 during the
next two years. The $2,000 is to go toward the construction, furnishing and main-
taining of the David Templeton Memorial Cabin on the land at Seneca.

*

Joan Templeton is chairing a committee which will prepare a new updated list of Sec-
tion members. The directory will be issued to all members.

Steve Williams has agreed to serve as chairman of the Cabin Construction Committee.
At the committee's first meeting on March 25, a work timetable was drawn up. The
work begins immediately, so give Steve a call at 593-1299, if he doesn't get to you
first.

*

Two climbers, one a Section member, were stranded on Hertzog istand, opposite Carde-
rock, on March 10, when canoeists took the rubber raft the climbers had used to reach
the ls]and The raft was taken while the climbers were climbing on the far side of
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the island. The raft was in view of climbers from Carderock and there were witnesses
to the theft. The climbers were later rescued by canoeists from Virginia.

The Chairman is preparing a letter to the local canoeing association and to a canoe ren-
tal on McArthur Blvd., informing them of the theft. Copies will be sent to the U.S.
Park Service.

Chuck Sprou11 has contacted the Park Service on behalf of the Section, expressing con-
cern over the growing number of incidents and vanda]ism at Carderock.

The Summit Register
Editor, UP ROPE

As good weather approaches, the Mountaineering Section will be confronted with an in-
creasing number of problems. One of the major problems has been and still is the grow-
ing use and overuse of Carderock. (As new developments occur in the energy situation,
these problems may or may not be aggravated). These problems can be categorized as en-
vironmental problems and aesthetical problems.

On the environmental front, the club is trying to coordinate efforts with the Park Ser-
vice to improve and restore the area around the climbs. As of yet, the Park Service's
hands have more or less been tied, due to funds for improvement not being allocated.
Some voluntary action has taken place, such as the placing of stepping-stones in boggy
areas, partial lining of trails with blow-downs etc. Also, voluntary action in
policing and removal of trash by concerned persons has kept Carderock reasonably clean,
though some have tried to put an end to that. There may be some possibility that a
conservation-education program could be started, utilizing the bulletin board to il-
lustrate the plan, provided the board remains at its present location. A very recent
and very serious problem has evolved at Carderock, this being vandalism. As was dis-
cussed at the March meeting, it cannot and will not be tolerated, and action to pre-
vent or stop it should be taken as seen fit!

Toward the aesthetical problems, there has been one excellent but i11 subscribed so-
lution. This is the patronization of club trips. Recent editorials in Up Rope have
criticized lack of interest in suggesting, leading and attending club trips.

Yet each weekend the same faces voice the same complaints about the crowded conditions
at Carderock. This cannot change unless some initiative is shown. Volunteer to lead
a trip to a different area, or show up on a club trip. Lists of the numerous climbing
areas in and around the metropolitan area were published as recently as the April 1973
issue of Up Rope. Lists are also available at some local outfitters, in the form of a
small booklet published by the Terrapin Trail Club. These "new" areas offer new chal-
lenges to climbers, as well as lack of crowds. As for training facilities, there is
no reason that an alternative area cannot be found or set up at some area other than
Carderock. All it will take is a little imagination The use of these areas might
even upgrade climbing standards, for the moves wouldn't be programmed as most are at
Carderock. With the number of areas within an hour or so of the city, there is really
no excuse to have to climb at the same area on consecutive weekends. So what if the
cliffs are not as extensive or as convenient as Carderock} with a little ingenuity
and work new routes could be engineered at the various areas. The limits are only
bounded by the imaginations of those that climb there.

These problems are not new to the area climbing scene. But if the damage occurring is
not stemmed soon, it will be irreversible. Some active support is all that is needed
to reverse the trend. ' Steve Williams
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Editor, UP ROPE '

Just noticed an error which should be cleared up soon. UP ROPE, November 1971, was Vol.
36, No. 10. When they did December 1971 they mistakenly changed it to Vol. 26 instead
of 36. It's been running that way ever since.

The March 1974 UP ROPE is Vol. 29 No. 2 which is also the 1964 issues according to my
collection of old UP ROPES. Thanx - Tom McCrumm

(UP ROPE volumes are numbered annually. Thanks to former Editor Sallie Greenwood it
was discovered that during a change of editors in the summer of 1968, volume numbers
were changed too because inflation had hit the Roman language, or better numbering sys-
tem: Issue 6 in June 1968 was volume XXIII (which means 23 to you less romanized rea-
ders). We think that issue 7 was ransacked by vandals -- or was it the Visigoths ? -
but when issue 8 was published the new editor had thrown in one too many Xs (or 10s)

in the transition, to wit volume XXXIII (=33). Sallie saved us all from continuing
with a gross historic blunder by returning to Volume 26 (=XXVI) in December 1971. ED.)

Publications and Maps

THE VERTICAL WORLD OF YOSEMITE: A collection of phdtogfaphs and writings on rock climb-
ing in Yosemite, edited by Galen A. Rowell, 1974; 205 p., illustrated. Wilderness
Press, Berkeley CA. $16.95.

Although the first known ascent in Yosemite occurred as early as 1869 (John Muir, solo,"
free climb, Cathedral Peak) and Sierra Club members began bouldering in the valley in
the 1930s, it has only been in the last 30 years that climbing in Yosemite has drawn
worldwide attention. Beginning with John Salathe's and "Ax" Nelson's five-day assault
on the Lost Arrow in 1948, a unique style of climbing, the big-wall assault, developed
and has become America's unique contribution to the sport.

The Vertical World of Yosemite (published March 16, 1974) tells how the style evolved,
in a collection of stories about individual climbs written by the climbers themselves.
While the book opens with a hair-raising ascent of Half Dome in 1884, with the climbers
using a picket rope as climbing rope and bare toes to grip the bolts, and with an ac-
count of one of the first technical rock climbs made in 1934, the other fifteen accounts
report climbs from 1948 through 1970. The book ends with Warren Harding's essay on his
27-day climb of the Wall of the Morning Light, followed by an interview with Royal Rob-
bins that explores his controversial erasure of the lower portions of Hard1ng s route

a few months later.

A11 the well-known names of Yosemite climbers appear -- Salathe, Allen Steck, Mark
Powell, "Dolt" Feuerer, Tom Frost, Yvon Chouinard, Chuck Pratt, TM Herbert, Warren Har-
ding, Royal Robbins. Some report the climbs; others appear in the accounts as parti-
cipants. The editor, Galen Rowell, who has made over a 100 first ascents in Yosemite,
telis how he and Warren Harding were rescued from a pothole on the south face of Half
Dome after a two-day November ice storm that struck on the sixth day of a climb.

If the stories don't give the armchair mountaineer an understanding of what big-wall
climbing is 1ike, the photographs will. Both the black-and-white and the color shots
are excellent. Many of them are taken on the climb itself.

Only the price may restrain the aspiring climber from adding this book to his col-
lection. Paula M. Strain

MEN AND THE MATTERHORN, by Gaston Rebuffat, 1973; 215 p., illustrated. Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Fair Lawn NJ-London. $15.00.




