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DANGERS OF EXPOSURE (STREAKING)

Memorial Day weekend, Bill Thomas, well known instructor of
female rock climbers was taking his 35th student to the top of
Seneca Rocks when a near accident took place which almost spoiled
his perfect safety record. While resting at the base of the Gen-
darme (the_ 30 foot balanced monolith near the summit) his student,
Stevie Smith, received a vivid demonstration of Bill's lesson on
the importance of hard hats when she was almost struck by a fal-
ling peton hammer which missed her by about 18 inches.

A party of seven spirited young people from various small
towns in Virginia (no club affiliation) had gathered around the
Gunsight area and one had climbed to the point of the Gendarme
and was joking about what comment to write in the summit register
when someone suggested that he be the first to streak on the
Gendarme. His party below (including one distaff member) egged
and cheered him on. With the backing and enthusiasm of the group,
he proceeded to strip, which is no simple matter considering the
difficulties of removing ones pants when wearing a belay rope and
a complete assembly of climbing eguipment while balancing on the
knife edged point of the summit with a sheer fall of over 300 feet
on either side. It is easily understood how he overlooked the
hazard of inverting his holster and not noting how his hammer was
hanging during the operation. After braving the cold wind just
long enough for a photographer to record the feat, he wisely doned
his clothing for a free body rappel directly over Stevie, who was
disappointed that she missed the entire show except for seeing his
face when he had peered over the edge to see where his hammer fell,

At Base Camp

A PATC-MS membership directory is to be published August 1.
Please get in touch with Joan Templeton, 3903 Wendy Lane, Silver

Spring, Maryland 20906, phone (H)933-2174, (W)443-3390, with
any additions or changes.
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FUND DRIVE

As of the June meeting, thirty five people have responded to
the Templeton Cabin Fund Drive. We have received $1,291.25 in
cash, with another $#466 pledged, for a total of $1,757.25.

June Lehman, Fund Drive Chairperson

CABIN OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE

Over the past four months the Mountaineering Section Cabin
Operations and Maintenance Committee has met on a regular basis
to formulate policies regarding the operation of the proposed
cabin. Allan Tanner of the PATC Cabin Reservations Committee has
assisted us by presenting the past and present reservations
policies and long range goals.

After consideration of several proposed operation plans, the
Committee decided on the following:

Reservation Priorities Reservations should be restricted to PATC
members only until that time when the use level has been established
and shown to allow additional usage.

Reservation Procedures Reservations should be on an individual as
opposed to a party basis except for PATC or Mountaineering Section
officially scheduled club trips. Individuals will be able to make

a reservation one month in advance and up to the Thursday prior to
the desired date on a space-~available basis. The number of reser-
vations on any given date will be held to a maximum of 20 under

all circumstances. The cabin may be reserved in a block for
officially scheduled PATC or Mountaineering Section trips any time
up to one month in advance.

Cancellations It is expected that cancellations will be made with-
in a reasonable time and no penalties for failure to do so are
comtemplated unless deemed advisable at a later date.

Fees The fee should be $#1.50 per person per night. This fee is
based on our anticipated operating expenses, given approximately
25=30 user nights a week.
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Personnel Requirements Reservations - Mrs. Nettie Norris, a long
time friend of the cIub, who is retired, has offered to take
reservations calls in her home. The Committee felt that reserva-
tions could be made on Tuesday and Thursday evenings between the
hours of 7:00 and 10:00 p.m. We would expect to compensate Mrs.
Norris for her time. The reservation list compiled by Mrs. Norris
would be available on Thursday evening for transmittal to the
appropriate responsible party for verification and fee collection.
Caretaker - Provisions for a caretaker hwe been made in the basic
cabin design. It is hoped that a person may be found in the Seneca
area who would be willing to take responsibility for cabin security
and maintenance as well as reservation verification and fee collec-
tion, especially during peak use periods. In the event that a
caretaker is not available, it is recommended that an individual
from the reservations list be appointed for cabin. responsibility.

’ ' Betsy Schaefer

CLIMBER'S PICNIC CARDEROCK, MARYLAND MAY 31, 1974

The annual picnic was a talkative, sedate affair compared
to past frolics on slippery ‘grass-and baseball diamond. But the
sixty people attanding seemed to enjoy the chili and salad made
by Joan Rainer, Joan Templeton, Jean Beeson, and June Lehman.
Beer and soft drinks, ably selected by Steve Williams, were supplied
by the MS. Contributions amounting to $45 defrayed all but $10
spent on chili, salad and paper supplies. Entertainment high-
lights included a dramatic reading of a "Children of God" pamphlet,
by Steve Williams and Beth Waldow. A rousing applause went to
June Lehman's performance in getting a member of the park police
to carry our garbage from the pavillion to the road. The frivolities
broke up around 1:00 a.m. ‘

June Lehman, Party Committee

From the Editor’s Chimney

The major goal I have as editor of UP ROPE is to present as
complete as possible a record of the activities of the members of
the MS, I feel that this will give the section more of a feeling
of being a group and would give the MS members and readers of UP
ROPE motivation for participating in the club. The club is an
open one. It welcomes new members and does not expect them to
conform to tradition. New ideas and projects are vital to the
life of the club. The club will benefit if the members feel that
they know what is happening and that they are welcome to take
part in policy formation and activity planning. The club should
not be run by an elite overworked few; it should be a product of
many people working in many areas. '

I would like to repeat my appeal for contributions and help
whether it be a single article or a continuing effort. The
response to my first edition was very encouraging, and I thank
those who are helping. This edition represents the efforts of a
number of good people.

I moved again. The address is now 817 Hollins Street, Balt-
imore, Maryland 21201, I am not planning to move again soon, so
material can safely be sent to this address. This would save a
two hour each way trip to D.C. to pick up the mail.
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Chairman’s Corner

Elsewhere in this issue please note the fund raising committee?s
report. TheMS, your MS, raised over #1700 toward the Templeton
cabin in just one month. I feel certain we can get well over our
projected $2000. As chairman of the section, I am especially
gratified. When I originally proposed a $2000 goal, many told me
I was way over shooting what was reasonable to expect from our
section. The PATC council was moved and impressed when I proudly
announced the results of the first month of our drive.

With regard to the land we now own at Seneca, I can only say
that there is nothing new. John Oliphant of the PATC's land
acquisitions committee, and Scott Johnson, PATC's lawyer will meet
with Alfred Troutt, Supervisor of the Monogahela Natibonal Forest,
in mid-July to discuss the possibility-of a compromise that would
allow us to build our cabin there. The American Alpine Club has
passed a resolution supporting a PATC-MS cabin on the present Seneca
site. More will be reported, as it is learned.

. I have received many communications from the American Alpine
Club. I mentioned the resolution regarding the cabin. Elsewhere
in this UP ROPE there is a discussion on the proposed gazeteer
of American Rock Climbing. In additiay, we have been asked to assst
the A.A.C. in its support of the U.I.A.A. (Union Internationale
des Associations de Alpinism). The U.I.A.A. endeavors to set
international standards for climbing equipment which is manufactured
in one country, but used in another. The objective is to see to
it that there is a common understanding as to what equipment is
really rated or designed to do. Results of U.I.A,A. studies will
be published in English, and be made available in a format that
will allow for easy distribution. The A.A.C., asked for annual
support of their U.I.A.A. work to the extent of 2%¢ per member.

At the May meeting the section members present voted to allow 10¢
per member of the MS. In addition, at the June PATC council
meeting, it was decided to allot 2i¢ per member for the whole of
the PATC. Accordingly, our contribution to the AAC for the UIAA
projects for this year will amount to around $82.00.

Another AAC communication described funds available to indivi-
duals for the purposes of mountaineering research. The AAC is
soliciting proposals for studies toward which these funds could be
directed. It would be great if some MS people would submit some
proposals. Possible ideas include: 1) A study of the accuracy
of information about climbing equipment disseminated through
climbing store personnell. 2) A survey of climber's attitudes
on conservation, land access and use. 3) A study of different
methods of teaching climbing. A comparison of training given
for pay with free training through a club or a group. 4) A study
to develop test methods for climbing equipment; or maybe a review
and comparative analysis of the adequacy of test methods for
mountaineering equipment. 5) A survey of accidents occuring at
practice areas. What is common among them, and whether education
could have prevented them. Other ideas would be welcome. But



