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At Base Camp

It is official. In the face of condemnation proceedings, we
have agreed to sell our land at Seneca to the Forest Service.
John Christian is chairman of the resurected-Land Acquisition
Committee (see elsewhere in this issue). He needs people to help
him in finding a new site.

At the September meeting, MS voted to give $75 to the Gendarme at
Seneca to replace stolen rescue equipment.

A Mountaineering Medicine course will be offered by Phil Cardin,
M.D. in the Spring. Details will be available later.

PARTY

Bill and Doris Thomas invite all climbers to a party at their
house Saturday, November 2 at 8:00 p.m. BYOL ZEveryone is welcome
especially newcomers to our group. It will be a great opportunity
to exchange tall tales about what you did while your second was
asleep this past summer. The Thomases live at 5906 N. 19th St.,
Arlington, Va. Call them at 536-7948 or Ox6-277.4.

LECTURE AND SLIDE SHOW

Peter Steal, M.D., author of Doctor on Everest will be giving
a lecture and slide show in December. Dr., Steal was the physician
for the International Everest Expedition in 1972, The exact date,
time, and place has not been set yet. Information may be obtained
when available at MS meetings or by calling PATC Headquarters.,
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TO OUR READERS: The Mountaineering Section and the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club are planning to have a joint membership by
January 1975 so that all members of the MS will also be members of
the PATC. During this transition period we have fallen far behind
in keeping up with UP ROPE and MS renewal notices, From August of
1974 until January of 1975, previous UP ROPE subscribers and MS
members will continue to receive copies of UP ROPE.

By January of 1975 MS members will be given the option of
joining the PATC/MS or subscribing only to UP ROPE. The initial
fee for joining the merged PATC/MS will be $10.00 per year. This
fee includes membership in the MS, the PATC, and an UP ROPE
subscription., After January, all membership renewals will be han~
dled by the PATC., If a reader wishes to subscribe only to UP ROPE
the fee will be $3.00 per ymr. \

To clearly distinguish MS members from subscribers, the letters
MS or M are being added to address plates to designate members;
while the letters UR or S are being added to designate subscribers.
If you find an error on your address plate during the coming months,
please notify the UP ROPE Circulation Manager.

AT BASE CAMP (Continued from Page 1)

A RE-EXAMINATION OF POSSIBLE
SITES FOR THE DAVID TEMPLETON MEMORIAL CABIN
Progress Report No. 1
By John Christian

Since our existing cabin site will be taken by the Forest
Service, a re-examination of possible cabin sites in the vicinity
of Seneca Rocks was undertaken recently by the writer. Joe Jensen,
MS Chairman, proposed that new criteria for the site be: within
a 15 minute drive of Mouth of Seneca or a 20 minute walk of the
Rocks; accessible year around; and that the cabin should not be
close to a major highway.

In brief, the writer spent three days in the area looking
at about 1/3 of the possible sites, talking to about 1/3 of those
owners and a realtor, and checking land status with the_Forest




Page 3 UP _ROPE October 1974

AT BASE CAMP (Continued from Page 2)

Service in Elkins. Within the 15 minute drive contour there are
many possible sites; unfortunately those owners talked to for the
most part had no interest whatsoever in selling or could not because
the land was tied up in settlement. Only two indicated they might
be approached again. Another was interested in selling land which
may later be the bottom of the proposed Seneca Lake. The realtor
had two tracts which might yield a suitable cabin site.

The county assessor has been asked to verify or provide the
latest owners (and addresses) of the land being examined (the USFS
records are several years 0ld and in several cases known to be in
error). The remaining areas will be visited and the owners contacted
in the near future. It will be necessary to have the Forest Service
verify in writing that any final choices are not Priority I or
otherwise subject to untenable restrictions.

ELECTION .

The new Mountaineering Sectim officers will be elected at the
general meeting, November 13. The candidates proposed by the
nominating committee are listed below., Additional nominations for
any office will be accepted from the floor at the October and
November meetings. The newly elected officers will work with the
outgoing officers through the January meeting.

Chairperson - Sallie Greenwood Tom McCrumm
Vice Chairman - Steve Williams Joe Nye
Treasurer - Greg Christopulos

Secretary - Joan Gardiner

The nominating committee also recommends to the new officers,
the following to fill appointed positions.
Training - Bob Ryan
Fund Raising and Parties - June Lehman
Programs - Barbara Llewellyn
Trip Coordinator - Joe Wagner
UP ROPE Editor - Maren Stewart
UP ROPE Business Manager - Joe Jensen
Art Director/Cartoonist/Court Jester - Nan Moran
Cross Country Skiing - John Christian
Ice Climbing - Jon Larsen

PROPOSED AMENDMENT

An amendment to the MS by-laws will be voted upon at the
October meeting, to make the business meetig part of the regular
club meetings on the second Wednesday of each month. This
amendment was proposed at the September meeting. The effect would
be to return the club to the practice in effect until about a year
ago.
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Chairman’s Corner

At the end of the September meeting,
one of the new people, in intro-
ducing himself, stated that he
had come because he had hoped to
learn something about climbing.
It occured to me that for all

the time we had spent on our
meeting (by then over an hour),
we had £lfered nothing at all for
new people, and really, had spent
very little time talking about
climbing.

Now we have a proposed amend-
ment to our by-laws that would
return to our previous practice
of having the business meeting as
part of the general meetings. It
was pointed out at the September
meeting that we appear to have
two business meetings each month,
one on the first Wednesday, and

one on the first Wednesday, and one at the general meeting. I am
to blame for this situation. I prepare the agenda for our meetings
and, while the present by-laws specify that the business meeting
be separate from the general meeting, I have felt that some issues
were too important to be decided by a few members at a business
meeting. It should be noted that some monthly business meetings
have been well attended, and on such occasions, I have merely
_reported an outline of the business meeting at the general meeting.

Having a separate business meeting each month does tend to
encourage a club that is governed by & minority, i.e., by the
officers and those few members willing to attend two meetings a
month. On the other hand, we want to make our meetings attractive.
The Mountaineering Section's general meeting should be an occasion
for meeting climbers and for learning about climbing. Not that
issues like a new bridge at Seneca, or a climbing display at Great
Falls are not part of climbing. But it is so easy for us to get
bogged down on these topics, and the discussion at each meeting
becomes a repeat of the last meeting.

I personally favor having a social-like, general meeting each
month, and to relegate the section's business to a business meeting
and when necessary, to committee meetings., This demands more from
the section's officers. It also requires a membership, at least
part of which is involved in more than a single meeting a month.
Our experience during the past year, especially regarding planningsy
purchasing, and building our cabin, shows that we have many members
who are willing to devote time to the section's interests. This
experience also demonstrates that with committees, the section can
function constructively. We do not have to be bogged down in
repeated, endless discussions.

A separate business meeting, combined with active, working
committees allows those who are interested in various aspects of
the club's business to get actively involved. It also allows for
a more attractive and efficient section.

Joe Jensen




