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SALLIE GREENWOOD NEW CHAIRMAN (WOMAN ?)

Perhaps with the current controversy over chairman, chairwoman,
chairperson, etc,, it would be a good idea to change the title to chair-
bear, Anyway, Mountaineering Section officers for 1975 were elected at
the November general meeting, and Sallie is our new chairwhatever. But
please sit on the floor. According to our nominating committee, chairs
are hard to come by,

Other officers elected were Joe Ney as the chair of vice, Greg
Christopulos as treasurer, and (because of her superb job with minutes)
Joan Gardner will remain our seéretary. The new officers begin their
terms at the January meeting. Thanks and congratulations,

"MAN ON HIGH" LECTURE AND SLIDE SHOW

Peter Steele, a British physician and climber will present a lec~
ture and slide show on December 15th, at 8:30 p.m. in the Smithsontan
Natural History Auditorium, Dr. Steele was physician for the 1972
International Everest Expedition., The program, entitled "Man on High",
is concerned with the physiology of the human body at high altitudes.
The lecture is sponsored by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and th
Mountaineering Section, Admission is free, -

MOUNTAINEERING MEDICINE CLASSES TO BE OFFERED

The Mountaineering Section's course in Mountaineering Medicine will
be offered again this spring, There will be six consecutive Thursday
evening classes at 8:00 p.m,, starting April 17 and running thru May 22,
Instructors will be Phil Cardin, M.D,, Bob Engler, M.D. and Bill Bookhout.
The course covers emergencies that one might expect to occur on an expe-
dition, several days away from medical help. The course goes far beyond
First Aid, and a Red Cross First Aid Certificate is presumed of those
participating. The Seattle Mountaineers' Medicine for Mountaineering by
James A, Wilkerson, M.D, is the basic text for the course.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

A recent editorial in the morning newspaper told of the takeover 6f
the concessioner in Yosemite National Park, Curry Company, by MCA, one of
Hollywood's largest conglomerates. It went on to say how MCA is trying
to turn Yosemite into an outdoor Disneyland. First they wanted to build
a cable car to Glacier point, and then open tourist attractions on the
summit to satisfy the travellers. MCA also wants to open Tioga Road
during the winter supposedly to shorten driving time across California,
But the real motivation is to Ultimately open Toulomne Meadows for win-
ter sports. These are only a few of the recent outrages,

One of the more blatant insults is the television show "Sierra."
For those who have been fortunate enough to miss it, it is no more than
"Dragnet'" set in Yosemite park, It has been reported that in one scene
film crews "improved" the awesome cliffs by painting them,

These happenings constitute very serious threats to the character of
the park, and are of great interest to climbers and wilderness enthusie-
asts alike,

At this time the National Park Service is "preparing a master plan
for the entire park and a development concept plan for Yosemite Valleye.
Concession facilities and operations are controlled-by-these-plansgs!- -~ ~
Public hearings and other input by different government agencies will
determine how these facilities are developed. To some of you who have
visited the park, it may seem past recall, but this is not the case.
Here again pressure from big business has forced changes in the park,
and these changes can only be detrimental to our stand against commer-
cial development. These forces will pressure these hearings to lean in
their favor and grant concessions. We must work together to prevent
this from happening or face the prospect of Yosemite being turned into
another "Disneyland,"

A first step is to write your congressmen and protest this situa-
tion. Contact the Park superintendent and request information about the
public hearings and proposed development plans, and offer your own sug-
gestions, Finally, as club members, we can unite and protest the situa-
tion as a group.

As more details become available, they will be related.

Steve Williams
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At Base Camp

TO OUR READERS: The Mountaineering Section and the Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club are planning to have a joint membership by January 1975 so
that all members of the MS will also be members of the PATC, During
this transition period we have fallen far behind in keeping up with UP
ROPE and MS renewal notices. From August of 1974 until January of 1975
previous UP ROPE subscribers and MS members will continue to receive
copies of UP ROPE,

By January of 1975 MS members will be given the option of joining
the PATC/MS or subscribing only to UP ROPE, The initial fee for joining
the merged PATC/MS will be $10,00 per Year. This fee includes membership
in the MS, the PATC, and an UP ROPE subscription, After January, all
membership renewals will be handied by the PATC, If a reader wishes to
subscribe only to UP ROPE the fee will be $3.00 per year,

To clearly distinguish MS members from subscribers, the letters MS
or M are being added to address plates to designate members; while the
letters UR or S are being added to designate subscribers. If you find
an error on.your address plate during the coming months, please notify
the UP ROPE Circulation Manager,

* * *

After much leg work by John Christian and his site-finding committee,
PATC's land acquisitions committee is working out the final details to-
ward the purchase of from 6 to 8 acres of land about two miles from Seneca
rocks. The site offers both accessibility and privacy, and appears to be
an ideal location for the David Templeton Memorial Cabin., Furthermore,
the Forest Service is giving us an approval in writing,

* * *

June Lehman reports that over $2,000 has been donated to the David
Templeton Memorial Cabin Fund, If you wish to make a contribution, con-
tact June at 892-6374 (home) or 281-2720 (work).

* * *

Joe Ney and Bill Bookhout report that Caudy's Castle is closed to
climbing~again, "“A fence ‘and a no trespassing sign have been put up. Bill
is going to try talking with the owner.

Robert Pantel has discovered that the land behind Boucher Rocks is
scheduled to have a subdivision built on it, He offered to contact the
Potomac Heritage Trail and other groups with an interest in the area con-
cerning a coordinated reaction to the development plans,

* * *

The PATC/MS is contributing $75.00 to John Markwell, owner of the
Gendarme Climbing Shop at Mouth of Seneca, West Virginia, to replace
rescue equipment stolen there earlier this year,

*x ok * .

Among the items on the agenda for the December meeting is a handout
with information about the Mountaineering Section, The calling card,
broehure, or whatever would idealy contain information about the history
and function of the MS, its meetings and trips, and how to get in touch

_with the section., Distribution would be to those with a serious interest
in the section,
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Chairman’s Corner

Greenland Gap recently was transfered to the control of the Nature
Conservancy which has informed the MS that it will permit climbing in the
gape I hope the MS and climbers in general will move carefully in taking
advantage of this development, Careless camping, indiscriminate use of
the talus slopes to approach the rocks, lack of a clean climbing ethic,
and general over use of the area could quickly destroy a beautiful area.

We could just refrain from informing others that the area is avail-
able, But we are not the only sources of climbing information. Further-
more, I do not believe that it is possible to keep an area like Greenland
Gap hidden, especially if the MS uses the area. It is more important -
that the MS take an active role in whatevér activities and developments
occur regarding the area., The Nature Conservancy has ask for help
regarding climbing in the gap., 1 have ask Chuck Sproull to contact the
NC and indicate the MS's desire to cooperates

Greenland Gap has great potential as a climbing area. As this
potential is developed, I hope that the area's natural beauty and charac-
ter will be preserved. As a step in this direction, I would suggest that
we not consider any kind of guide book or registry of ascents in the area.
Part of the enjoyment of climbing is looking at a climb, wondering if it
has been done, can be done, and can I do it. Not having a guide would help
preserve the natural undeveloped character of the area, It would also
limit some climbing at the gap. Many climbers, even if they knew of Green-
land Gap, would rather go to Seneca if there were no guide. The MS could
not prevent an individual from writing a guide, would we could discourage
its development and publication.

* * *

Within the next few weeks, the section will probably again have a
site for its cabin. Accordingly, we will be resuming many of the activ-
ities that were shelved last May., The building of this cabin should be
a section project, with everyone involved. The cabin has been planned
for the benefit of all the section. We have a rapidly growing membership
with varying abilities, The cabin is one thing we can all get together
on, It can be the product of all our efforts. If all goes well, with

enough help, we might have the cabin ready for occupancy sometime early
this summer,

Joe Jensen
Chairman

Expéditions

The Iowa Mountaineers have announced the dates for their 1975 Peru
expeditiong July 12 - August 3 or 10. Destination: Quebrada Ishinka -
just north of Huaraz, Write to John Evert, Iowa Mountaineers, P.0, Box
163, Iowa City, Iowa 52240 for more information.

A classified section of UP ROPE is open for readers of UP ROPE.
Any PATC member with articles they wish to sell is welcome to send

the editor a short description. UP ROPE, however, will not publish
advertisments.
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The Summit Register

(This summer, some of us were fortunate to be acquainted with a
Brazilian climber who was temporarily stationed in D.C. He left with us
a donation of his club's excursion book, and he also kindly translated a
section of it for me, which follows,)

The Conquest of Pedra Da Freira (Nun Stone) near the city of Cachoeiro
do Hapemirim; State of Espirito Santo, on the South Fast Coast,
altitude of 1000 meters = 3,000 feet, Classification; 4th grade
route (difficult),

(As published on the issue of June' 74 of the CERJ's bulletin.)

On the night of the 25th of June, 1948, the rock-climbing group of
the CERJ left the city of Rio de Janeiro, going to Cachoeiro do Hapemirim,
in the state of Espirito Santo,yarriving there after seventeen hours of
travel-no automobiles or highways in those early times,

They left the city by truck on the afternoon of the 30th and installed
the '"base camp" under the shed of a friendly farmer; on the following day
Silvio Mendes, Julio e Joao left for exploration, discovering a chimney
which led to the plateau between the "Priest Stone" and the "Nun Stone'
and installed the first two pins.

The next morning, helped by Cidineides, they moved a great amount of
material (all canvas, iron and vegetable fiber ropes!) to the plateau, in-
stalled Camp #2 and three more pins,

By the morning of the 6th, most of the pins had been placed; the sup-
port parties at camps #1 and # 2 were anxious; at 2:30 pem, they heard the
joyful shouts of Silvio Mendes and his comrades, embracing each other and
opening a big white banner atop the "Nun Stone," which marked the friend-
ship and cooperation of the groups of Clube Excursionista Rio de Janeiro
e Clube Excursionista de Cachoeiro do Hapeminim,

(From the archives of the Technical Department of the CERJ),

Anyone interested in rock-climbing, hiking or outdoors is welcome at
Centro Excursionista Rio de Janeiro, Avenida Rio Branco 277/805, Rio de
Janeiro - GUAHABARAWf BRASIL, Telefone 252-9908, Meetings friday evenings,

* * *

(John Christian passed on this note from an old friend of MS).
John & Martha,

Wanted to send John a few dollars and ask to be kept on the Seneca
Rocks Letter mailing list (I've been here just long enough to think the
Sierra Club ought to be disbanded, and to appreciate even more the good
thing we have (had?) going is West Virginia.

Haven't been on belay since I got herey but have seen a lot of the
Sierras with backpack, Did x-c ski at Norde Lake one weekend last winter;
unfortunately Law School is a 7-days per week proposition (but I love it),

Take care,

Janet Gladfelter
609 E. 7th St. Apt.
Davis, Calif., 95616



