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At Base Camp
REPORT OF THE CLIMBING AND EXPEDITIONS COMMITTEE, PATC MS

The newly constituted committee met on February 19, 1975 at
the chairman's home at 8pm. Present were Ray Kremer, Barbara Llewellyn
and Joe Wagner.
1. The committee, in reference to By-Laws, article IV, section 2
which set up the standing committee, discussed its plans and functions
and adopted the following addition to the By-Laws under "duties":

The climbing and expeditions committee shall:
a. Plan and organize section climbing and related outdoor

activities and assign leaders.
b. Obtain and maintain information about existing and new

climbing areas, including directions, emergency facilities and local
practices and restrictions.

c. Assist in the planning and organizing of section expeditions
and camps and in the selection of destination, site and leader.

d. Give out information to members about non-section climbing
activities, including mountain travel, camps and schools.
2. The addition of members to this committee was discussed and it
was decided to put an announcement in UP ROPE.
3. A climbing schedule was prepared (see attached) for the period
March through July 1975. The committee was guided by suggestions
solicited from the membership at the February general meeting and
by these considerations:

a. The Training Committee would continue to plan instruction
and practice for the Sunday following the general meeting. No other
section climbing activities would be scheduled on that day in order
to make it possible for members to help as instructors or participate
in specialized training courses.

b. A day trip should be available whenever a weekend trip is
scheduled.

c. No trips would be scheduled for Carderock and new or less-
frequented climbing areas would be given preference.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from pace 1)
The committee plans to ask for tidp leaders at the next meeting

in order to complete its work on thiO'schedule. Members will also
be invited through an UP ROPE announcement to volunteer their services
as trip leaders.
4. The role of trip leaders, their qualifications and ways of recrui-,
ting them were discussed. It was felt that trip leaders should be
skilled and well qualified but that difficulties in obtaining them
was forcing the section to set its standards somewhat lower. Proposals
to give special recognition to trip leaders were talked about without
arriving at a solution.

Duties as listed in the By-Laws were discussed and it was sug-
gested that the safety responsibility be inclUded. The outline
published in UP ROPE of January 1973 was reviewed and found adequate
(see attached)9
5. The reservation system, restriction on inexperienced climbers and
practice/training at regular trips was discussed. The committee
decided to maintain the following procedure:
"Attention Members and Guests:
Unless an outdoor activity is marked (e.g. by #) you must sign up
with the trip leader at least three days before the scheduled climb
or trip. You will then receive information about directions, necessary
equipment, meeting time and place and allow advance time for trans-
portation arrangements if necessary. Also you can be quickly notified
if there is a change in location or if the scheduled activity is
postponed or canceled."

Since the trip leader acts more like a contact person than a
leader at large areas like Seneca or the Schawangunks he/she is in
no position to help with organizing climbing parties. Forlhis reason
the following restriction should continue to apply (unless the trip
leader decided otherwise) and should be noted on the climbing schedule
printed in UP ROPE:

*Lead climbers and experienced seconds only. You should arrange
for climbing partners before arriving at destination."

The committee felt that certain training could be conducted on
most regular climbs as long as the instructor and students would not
draw on help from those participating in the regular climbing activity.
6. The committee hopes to launch a climbing camp or mini-expedition
but believes it should first find the leader for such an activity and
then start from there.
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7. The committee would welcome information about new Climbing areasand will organize small Scouting parties to check out these areas.8. The committee through its chairman will serve as a point of
contact on climbing activities by section members but organized out-side the regular schedule. Parties looking for climbers or climberslooking for parties may ask the committee for help.

Joe Wagner, Chairman

From:
The American Alpine Club
Publications Committee
George Cummings, Chairman
To:
Sallie M. Greenwood, Chairman
Mountaineering Section, PATC

Dear Ms. Greenwood:
tr.

I received in this morning's mil a copy of the letter your club
sent to Bill Putnam on January 24. Though it was not addressed
to me I am taking the liberty of replying to it since the AAC's
"gazetteer" project does come under the activities of my
committee.

It is very unfortunate that John Stannard was your only source of
information concerning the gazetteer. His knowledge of the subject
is out of date, incomplete, misleading and erroneous. Furthermore,
as a witness he appears to be highly prejudiced and self-righteous.

Your major objection seems to be that the AAC is not seeking the per-
mission of private land owners before publishing information concern-
ing climbing areas within their domains. The fact is, however, that
in a letter dated November 20, 1974, Andy Kauffman informed me that
he is seeking the permission of all private land owners where these
can be identified--not always an easy task, especially without the
co-operation of those who have useful information.

Your second objection, that the publication of any information will
lead to increased use of already hard-pressed areas is at least argu-
able. I am personally aware of examples where that has happened and
others where it has not. There are those who contend (I am not one
of them) that information about more areas will help to. spread the
climbers out. I think that the truth of the matter is that we do not
know what will happen either in general or in particular as a result
of the publication of a gazetteer.

With respect to your third objeotion, the same mechanism for up-dating
information will be available to the gazetteer as to any other guide-
book (strictly speaking, the gazetteer is not a guidebook but only a
compendium of information concerning areas--not individual routes),
that is, revision and republication. Care should be taken by the AAC
to see that this is done often enough to see that the climbing public's
need for accurate information is well served. Once again the co-oper-
ation of local individuals and organizations will be helpful.

The alternatives you list have been suggested in the past by Stannard
and others. They have been discussed and after careful consideration
we have concluded that they are not satiSfactory. A list of climbihg
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organizations could be published but the experience of our Public
Relations committee indicates that such a list might need very fre-
quent up-dating to be really useful. There are many small clubs
across this country that have no permanent offices where travelling
climbers could easily and quickly gather assistance and information.
To merely publish a list of climbing organizations would provide
climbers only the chance that they might get the information they need.
In many cases the availability of information would rely too heavily
on the good will of those listed and the luck of finding them.

At the time of the AAC's annual meeting at Mohonk in December I dis-
cussed with Kauffman and others ways in which we could make the gaz-
etteer as responsive as possible to the ideals and needs of those
who are not only looking for new places to climb but also of those
who are currently enjoying and protecting many of our best rock climb-
ing areas. We decided to incorporate as much information as we could
about the ecological concerns and etqcal attitudes current in local
climbing areas. In addition we will supply information oncerning
clubs and climbing equipment stores. .This is not proving to be an
easy task especially with respect to ecology and ethics. Kauffman
informs me that so far he has little more than a lot of unnecessary
information on the use and misuse of bolts and pitons.

I hope that in view of the information I have supplied that your
Mountaineering sectioft will be willing to reconsider its resolution.
If you need any other assistance or information I will do what I can
to supply it. I want to assure you that the AAC has very carefully
considered the gazetteer project, that we are aware of the objections
that have been made, that we are willing to make the necessary editor-
ial changes to accommodate them and that we earnestly desire your
co-operation in supplying the information needed to carry out our in-
tentions. We truly believe that the climbing public has a need for the
sort of information that we are trying to provide and that the gaz-
etteer is the best way to supply it.

Yours Cordially,
George Cummings

FOR SALE - ELDORADO SPRINGS CANYON
Eldorado 6prings Canyon is for sale and gravel companies are

interested in purchasing it for use as a quarry. Needless to say
if extensive quarrying takes place the Canyon will be ruined as a
rockclimbing area.

As effort is being made to have the area dedicated as a State
Park. It is now of foremost importance to convince the members of
the state legislature that there is a large body of people who want
it preserved. The most effective means is individual correspondence
to legislators. Write to: The Board Members, Colorado State Parks
and Outdoor Recreation, c/o Mr. George O'Malley, 1845 Sherman Street,
Denver, Colorado 80203.

Information supplied by Tom McCrumm and John Stannard
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The Training Committee needs help - call Sallie Greenwood at 965-4087.

Editor's Note: I have more material than I have room to print this
month. I will try to fit your contribution in next month.


