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THE YOSEMITE SITUATION

last fall a serious situation concern-
ing Master planning in Yosemite
National Park was reported. Consequent-
ly, the draft master plans were dropped,
Congressional hearings ensued, and

more public involvement was ordered

for the planning process.

For those interested a record of the
hearings is available, for free, by
writing The Honorable Henry S. Reuss,
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
Request the booklet

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PLANNING AND
CONCESSION OPERATIONS, A Joint
Hearing before Certain Subcommittees
of the Committee on Government
Operations, and the Permanent

Select Committee on Small Business,
U.S. House of Representatives,
December 20, 19Tk

The booklet can provide some excellent
history on planning and the commercial-
ization of our natural resources.
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A letter dated May 6, 1975 from the
NPS states:

"We want to hear from you! And, we
need your help!...

"As a part of the Park's planning
process public involvement was ordered;
therefore, we've begun the new Yosemite
planning with a series of public work-
shops. These workshops are informal,
open, and candid discussions in which
we hope you will share your views with
us before any master plan alternatives
are developed...

"During these workshops we'd like to
hear from you on such topics as:

(1) What do you think the issues and
problems are at Yosemite? (2) What
types of experience do you think
should be available to visitors?

(3) and What do you believe should
be the future management direction
of Yosemite?..

"... If you are unable to attend one
of the workshops, please send us your
ideas at the address shown below."

Yosemite Master Plan Team
National Park Service

c/o Golden Gate National Recreation

Area
Fort Mason
San Francisco, CA 94123

(Cont'd on page 6)
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UP ROPE is the monthly newsletter of

the Mountaineering Section (MS) of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC)

of Washington, D. C. Editorial contri-
butions, letters and comments are

welcome. Deadline is the 25th of each
month. Subscriptions for MS members are
included in dues. Annual subscriptions
for non-members are $3.50. New applicants
and current members of PATC may join the
MS by requesting sponsorship by a member
of the MS. Current PATC members interest-
ed only in-receiving UP ROPE may subscribe
at no additional charge. Send subscrip-
tions and address changes to Circulation
Manager, UP ROPE.

At Base Camp

Mountaineering Medicine

For the third year, Phil Cardon, M.D.
and Bob Engler, M.D. have conducted
a course in mountaineering medicine
designed to give a climber the basic
knowledge needed to administer
emergency aid in remote areas. Class
instruction centered around under-
standing the physiology of the body,
and identifying and treating various
illnesses and injuries.

Phil spent four sessions discussing

the maintenance of vital body systems,
respiration and related lung conditions,
circulation, control of body temperature
and fluid levels, head injury, digest-
ive and urinary tract systems, treat-
ment of burns, and selection and use

of medication. Bob gave two lectures
describing types of fractures and
dislocations, and their complications.
He advised the class to follow four
basic steps in dealing with any
emergency: (1) Stop; (2) Get Control;
(3) Think; (4) Then Act. General
topics included evacuation priorities
and the comfort and morale of the
patient.

Approximately L0 people completed the
six week course, including members of
the Mountaineering Section, PATC, and
the Sierra Club. We appreciate Phil
and Bob ‘donating their time and shar-
ing their knowledge and experience
with us in this unique class.

The Training Committee needs volunteers
to assist with the monthly training.
Call Joe Ney if you can help -

(H) 751-8891; (W) .354-2600 ext. 3h41.

New Members - The following applicants
were elected to membership during May:

Jean C. Amberg

Thomas J. Burman

John Buritt

James Dunn, Jr.

Donald F. Kocher

Lee Smith

Phillip R. Trimble

* % X ¥

Select one of the following categories:
"once upon a climb," airy tales, getting
high, far from the maddening crowd,
hoarfrost and rime. Then write some-
thing to go with it and send it to

UP ROPE. Fiction, fantasy, or fabulous
feats - we'd like to hear from you.
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Our very own Mary Poppins - Mark Gunther on a Tyrolean

traverse, Wolf Rock, Md.

Belay Ledge

ATWAYS LEAVE 'EM IN STITCHES

So, after 20 or 30 years on the flat,
Jim Kerr gets started climbing again
and does a few goodies and takes Bob
Norris's courses and even finds time
to work in his annual physical. Well,
sez the Doc, would you rather we fixed
this hitherto unsuspected hernia now,
or shall we let it pop out the rest
of the way while you are doing the
step around on the Exum Route of the
Grand? (Hell, he didn't really say
that, but if he'd been a climber he
could have, and anyway it has a nice
ring, doesn't it?)

(Photo by John Fetvedt)

And Jim checked all the calendars and
sawbones' schedule and decided "Now"
so off he went to Fort Belvoir for a
fast and so far highly successful
patch-up job. But what this story is
about is really the day after the
operation when this non-climbing couple
comes to call on him in the hospital.
There he stood in the middle of the
floor, with June Lehman fitting his
new seat harness on over his pajamas.
He had ordered it from Appalachian
Outfitters a week or so before, and
there was the supersalesperson deliver-
ing the goods. We just wonder how it
will fit after the Doc takes out Jim's
stitches?



Page 4

UP ROPE

June 1975

The Summit Register

Editor, UP ROPE

After instructing in the training
session 13 April, I had my reputation
as a safe instructor tarnished by the
publication in UP ROPE, without warn-
ing, of a criticism by Chuck Sproull
for my not being tied in while belay-
ing someone on rappel. The lack of
complete description and the use of
such statements as "My bitterness
prevented me from talking rationally
to him about his scheme,” has caused
much derogatory discussion. Since my
name was not used, there has been much
whispering about "who was the guy."

I would like to take this opportunity
to eliminate the suspicion of the .

remaining two instructors, and defend e

my belaying procedure.

Safety is not always a simple black

and white issue. In many instances

it involves a balance between risks.

As experienced climbers well know,

there are many instances where the

lead climber does not take time to
tie in when belaying from above,
especially where the following cond-
itions exist:

1 - Gradual slope (which reduces the
pull force)

2 - Geometry of the belayer's position
(where he may be in a "bomb proof"
position .behind .large rocks. or
behind large trees where he could
not possibly be pulled off)

3 - Flexibility and freedom are needed
to dodge falling rocks or to
provide assistance.

4 - Time is of the essence where the
risk of not tying in is over-
balanced by the need to get down
before a storm or nightfall.

I defend the safety of my overhead

belay and consider it to have been

in good mountaineering practice

because of the following considera-

tions: .

1 - The direction of pull on the
belayer was AWAY from the edge
of the cliff and to a CARABINER

anchored on a large tree. This
was not mentioned in the criticism.
(The belayer could not possibly
have been pulled off of the cliff.)
2 - Not being tied in allowed greater
- freedom in supervising the student
prior to beginning the rappel
(proper hook up of carabiners, etc.)
3 - Slope of the rock over which the
rappel was being made -

k- Weight of the student (light) and

of the belayer (heavy)

5 - Friction of the system (51gn1flcant
number of bends in the rope around
trees, biners, and over the- rock)

6 - Body position. The way I was
wedged into position, my pelvis
had a direct rigid mechanical
support (femur) against a large
tree, in the direction of the
line of pull.

T - Unmentioned in the criticism was
that when testing the belay, ONLY
ONE HAND WAS USED by the belayer.

- The left hand was held high in
the air at all times while TWO men
pulled. I requested that they get
a third. I would be glad to
demonstrate again with the weight
of FOUR men on the rope.

8 - If a belay under this condition
requires a tie in, then it should
also be requlred for a bottom
belay. No training committee
rules, specifying tie in require-
ments, were disseminated to the
instructors. )

9 - I am not proud of my "climbing"
ability, but I do take pride in
my understanding of the mechanics
of rope handling and climbing
hardware. I am both a licensed
and experienced mechanic (aircraft)
and a professional mechanical
engineer whose work for over 25
years has involved the daily
analysis of force vectors, friction,
and other énergy and physical
systems.

Chuck's point, that we should be
constantly aware of setting an example
for new climbers, is well taken.

(This is along with my concern for

(Cont'd on page 5)
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(Cont'd from page 4)

the increased amcunt of UNROPED CLIMB-
ING by our members in the presence of
the public at Carderock.) Y

Although belaying was not-the subject
being taught at the time, I had-
informed most, if not all of my
rappelling students, that an over-
head belayer is usually tied in,

but that I was taking a "short cut”
for the above reasons.

Difficulty is usually experienced in
_recruiting qualified instructors to

' ‘donate their time and effort to the
cIub training sessions. - When T served”
as Chairman of the Training Committee,
‘that was the main reason I finally
resigned. More difficulty will be
experienced if instructors find their
reputation can be damaged by a
surprise criticism in a widely dis-
semlnated publlcatlon

I do not w1sh to stifle- debate on
safety practices. It should be
-encouraged, but on a controlled and
fair ba31s.- :

I have cllmbed with Chuck Sproull for
.8 years, and there is no one for whom
I have more respect, or who has done

more for the club and for climbing

“in ‘general. The-experience that he
had, watching his friend and mine,-
Dave Templeton, being pulled to his
death from an insecure overhead belay,
certainly Jjustifies his emotion.
Except for a last minute quirk of fate
(I phoned Dave the last minute and
cancelled), I would have been on the
same climb and could easily have been
the one to pull him off.

I would like to thank Chuck for what
he did (knowing his intent) and I
consider that there was little harm
done in this instance. My main
concern is ‘that this not set a prece-
dent for widely publicized criticism
of climbers without their knowledge
and without 'giving them a chance to
present their side.

Recommendation:
Before a person is criticized in
UP ROPE, that he:

1l - Be contacted and given a chance
to review the ROUGH DRAFT of the
criticism for errors and signifi-
cant omissions.

2 - If he does not agree with the

; critic, that he be given an-
opportunity to submit a letter
of rebuttal or defense for
publication in the SAME ISSUE.
(Not to be published a month or

“Thore" after the harm 1s ‘done. ) ¢

Bill Thomas

From Other Peaks

The Trail Club of Montgomery Vlllage
Junior High School recently '"assaulted
the craggy heights of that famous rock
formation in the Shenandoah mountains
known as '0ld Rag'." An accdunt of

‘theifr backpacking trip appeared in the

Gaithersburg (Md.) Gazette of May 8
and reads in part

”Sunday mornlng, most of the group

:went belaying. -'What was the highest

rock you belayed?' they were asked.
The answers volleyed back, '200,"'"
'170,'°'60?"' Finally, David Jolly,

a veteran rock climber with four years
experience under his helmet; so to
speak, gave his estimate. 'It was
between 60 and 7O feet," sald David.

"The group had earned money to buy
ropes from a carwash earlier this
year, and is planning other outings
for the end of school: canoeing on
the Potomac, and a four-day jaunt to
Seneca Rock in Davis, W.Va., a
weathered, chiseled 900-foot peak.
'We'll belay parts of it,' say the
group adventurously."

(Quoted by permission from the column
"Montgomery Village News” by Judy

Walsh French)



