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UP ROPE is the monthly newsletter of
the Mountaineering Section (MS) of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATO)
of Washington,'D.C. Editorial contri-
butions, letters and comments are
welcome, and should be sent to Editor,
UP ROPE, 802 New Mark Esplanade,
Rockville, Md. 20850. Deadline is the
20th of each month. Subscriptions for
MS members are included in dues. Annual
subscriptions for non-members are $3.50.
New applicants and current members of
PATC may join the MS by requesting sponsor-
sUip by a member of the MS. Current
PATC members interested only in receiving
UR ROPE may subscribe at no additional
charge. Send subscriptions and address
changes to Circulation Manager, UP ROPE,
1718 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

Nelson House Reservations - Stan
Halpin will take reservations for
the Nelson House. Contact him at
340-2593 between 6 and 10 pm. If
you get his answering service, leave
your name, phone number, and the
time you can be reached.

The Management Committee for the
Nelson House has modified the proposed
use code. No pets will be permitted
inside, and no young children will
be allowed. A combination lock will
be put on the door, thereby eliminat-
ing the problem of keeping track of
a key.

Hermitage Cabin - The Section has
offered to help with the rebuilding
of the Hermitage Cabin and will
schedule a work trip.

Knot tying practice sessions are being

held each month at 7:30 before the

regular MS meeting. Students are

encouraged to come, particularly begin-

ners who must master the basic knots
before taking the secondary training
course.

An Education Committee is being formed

by PATC - contact Lee Foster, 291-7376,

if you're interested in finding out
more.

Belay Ledge

New Members - The following applicants

have been elected to membership:

Guy R. Bateman
Dennis M. Kuhl
Mary D. Sprinkle
Hilary M. Bralove
Nancy A. Cohn
Robert A. Corruccini
William H. Wanger
John E. Gross
Frank E. Ierardi
Thomas P.A. Perry
Richard C. Raymond
Jonathan Scott
Lois Shipway
David H. Dantzler

Membership list correction:
Jim Thresher - 855-8648

Ann Kruse will be in Minneapolis all
summer. If anyone has information
about climbing or climbers in the
Twin Cities area, please call her at
543-3741.

RR's, size 11-1/2 for sale; reasonable.
Call Stan Halpin, 340-2593.
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NELSON HOUSE

The following is the text of the
rental agreement for the Nelson
House which was signed on February 7.

"Agreement between C.S. (Charles)
Nelson (Owner) and Sallie Greenwood,
John Christian, Chuck Sproull, on
behalf of the Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club, Inc. (PATC) concerning
the use, with privileges and respon-
sibilities, of the farm house on the
Nelson property in Nelson Hills,
Pendleton County, including travel,
parking and hiking and rock climbilng
activities. Such permissions,_ privi-
leges and uses are not to jeopardize
or hamper the property or way of
access and egress for the owner or
others having legitimate right to use
and/or travel, and may be terminated
by either party upon lack of need for
such use or need for use by owner or
transfer by sale or other instrument
to other owner; upon any such changes
notice of at least thirty days shall
be made before such changes are to
be done (in writing).

"It is also agreed that in the light
of several items of readiness and/or
improvement involving labor and mater-
ials this use shall not require the
payment of rent until such time as
the amount of rent might exceed by
a small margin the costs of labor
and materials used or provided for
use, for a period of three years.
In return for reasonable amounts of
clean-up maintenance, repairs, and
limited improvements, there shall be
no rent or other charges made for
this lease. The lease may be cancell-
ed by either party for any reason upon
thirty (30) days notice in writing
to the other party.

"It is agreed that since the PAM is
a voluntary membership Club, and
since repairs and labor performed
will in part depend on usage, the
combined value of labor and materials
provided instead of rent shall be no
more than $50.00 for each month of
use. The Club will in good faith

perform repairs and maintenance, and
anticipates that the value of labor
and materials will usually exceed the
latter amount.

"Some example items listed as present
and future needs are: lumber to be
removed from downstairs rooms; necessary
cleaning of house, removing old torn
linoleum; removing wallpaper; painting
inside and outside of house (where
painting inside rooms may be agreeable
to both parties); replace eight broken
windows - sash and panes where
necessary; install locks on kitchen
doors leading to outside (with keys)
to match front door; install locks
on all windows; also shutters to
protect windows; install screen doors
and screens for windows; loosen doors
for easier opening; install door pulls
to kitchen cabinets and shelves for
small cook stoves in kitchen, also
fireproof walls near stoves for safety;
replace stovepipe where needed; repaint
flue bricks wherever needed; place
linoleum in kitchen and possibly other
rooms where needed; install new cook-
ing stove for heat and cooking (either
coal or wood burning); fence yard
(using some already available materials);
clean yard inside fenced area; prepare
appropriate and effective drains for
carrying off water from house run-off
and from excess water draining from
above house from hill and road; relocate
toilet for better service (either at
another location agreed upon together
or on present location); paint exterior
walls of house and inside where necessary
and agreeable, also roofs (house and
porches); top tree in front of house;
replace back kitchen porch (1 sill
and 24 boards); replace front porch
(2 sills and 18 boards); replace north
kitchen porch and steps; lay 200 yards
1 inch-two inch plastic tubing from
spring to house with two valves--one
at each end to regulate water supply
and empty hose in winter; put protect-
ing fence around spring; test spring
water; gravel road in needed places;
and other things needing attention

(cont. on p.4)
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as seen from time to time and agreed
upon not mentioned herein.

"Travel and parking will be done with
thought of care of road and property
in surrounding areas and that it may
not hamper use of and necessary travel
over the property of owner. Drink
and unwise use of alcoholic drinks
will not be permitted to any degree
that it attracts undesirable persons
to and upon the property of owner or
endangers the appearance and safety
of the property, or provides an
atmosphere undesireable to the
property environment, or that it
leaves such litter. Failure to any
hurtful degree in observing these
requirements can be considered suff-
icient cause for rendering agreement
void. Enjoying occasional hikes and
picnic occasions over and upon other
portions of surrounding property
will be permitted, with thoughtfulness
and proper care. Other needs and
privileges and responsibilities may
come up for attention from time to
time, and may be agreed upon mutually.

"This arrangement will in no way
restrict or hamper the enjoyment of
the scenic and recreational enjoyment
of the property in Nelson Hills
surrounding the farmhouse by other
properly recognized groups and
individuals, nor will others be
permitted to hurtfully do this for
the parties of this group.

"The PAT will maintain tenant
insurance for its possessions and
contents of the farmhouse in case of
fire or theft but will not be respon-
sible for or be required to insure
the house against loss. The owner
may obtain landlord's insurance if
he wants."

/8/ C.S. Nelson
Sallie Greenwood
John Christian
Clreg Christopulos

February 7, 1976
Circleville, W.Va.

•

Hanging Around

Spitzbergen, Md. - Jan. 4

John and Martha Christian
Bryan Wilder
Don Kocher
Chris fiber
Ken Potts

We were supposed to go to Cupid's
Bower but the Potomac was 7 times
higher than normal. So we ambled
upstream to Purple Horse. I care-
fully explained to all that is was

nailed because of the purpleness of
this face which is just across from
Echo Cliffs. (The leader has an
obligation to create a feeling of
authority especially when there are
newcomers and they were all new to
the writer who hasn't been on a club
trip for a long while.) There were
many very gallant tries on that
crack running up the face. We all
did wander up other climbs just
downstream which were more to our
match. Later, Arnold Wexler told
me we had really been at Spitzbergen.

John Christian

Old Rag Mt./Corbin Cabin, Va. -
Jan. 23-25

Some of us got off to a late start
but six of us (Andrew, Bob, Joe,
Margaret, Meg and Ray) finally met
at 10 pm, Friday, at the parking lot
below Old Rag, Nethers. The four-
mile hike at night to the cabin was
greatly assisted by Bob Goldberg who
had been on the trail more recently
than others. Three icy streams were
successfully crossed and the column
of miners - you could tell by their
headlamps - was seen stringing toward
the cabin close to 12:30 am.

Any thought about a cold-weather camp
were considerably tempered by the
32-36° weather and a warm 40° inside


