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ELECT ON-

Mountaineering Section officers
for 1977 will be elected at the
general meeting, December 8. The
candidates proposed by the nominations
committee are listed belay. Addition-
al nominations for any office will
be accepted from the floor at the
November and December meetings.

Chairman
Joe Wagner

Vice Chairman
Stan Halpin
Curt Mobley

Secretary
Tom Perry
Ryan Pierson

Treasurer
Ray Kremer
Charlie Tuten

An MS Swap Meet will be held on
Tuesday, November 22 at 7;30 pm,
PA TC Headquarters. Bring any items
you no longer need or want--climbing
gear, camping or backpacking equip-

•

ment, or anything related to climbing
or mountaineering--for sale or trade.

A new membership roster will be pre-
pared shortly. Any changes of address
or phone should reach the Circulation
Manageri_JUP ROPE, no later than
December 31.

The December issue of UP ROPE will
be prepared about two weeks later
than usual and should be mailed out
around the middle of the month.

Those interested in ice climbing this
winter should contact Jon Larson,
591-6649. Trips will not be announced
in UP ROPE due to variable weather
and ice conditions.

The Treasurer reports that the Templeton
Cabin fund now stands at $2245. The
Mountaineering Section voted at the
last meeting to send the Mohonk Trust a
fifty dollar donation.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Ropes for Sale: 150' x llmm Edelrid

perlon - $63. Call TOM McCrumm,
525-6272, weekdays before 10 am or

after 10 pm.

Rider wanted to Denver, Colo. on or
about December 27, coming back on or

about January 19. Call Greg Christo-
pulos, (H) 293-3272; (V) 964-2487.
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PATC MOUNTAINEERING SECTION

Chairman
Sallie Greenwood

Vice Chairman
Joe Wagner

Secretary
Ryan Pierson

Treasurer
Jean Sproul'

(965-4o87}

(966-6379)

(869-6271)

(229-7434)

UP ROPE Staff
Editor

Stevie Smith (762-7311)
Circulation Manager

Joe Jensen (301-467-)611)

UP ROPE is the monthly newsletter of
the Mountaineering Section (MS) of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC)
of Washington, D.C. Edi-Orial contri-
butions, letters and comments are
welcome, and should be sent to Editor,
UP ROPE, 802 New Mark Esplanade,
Rockville, Md. 20850. Deadline is the
20th of each month. Subscriptions for
NS members are included in dues. Annual
subscriptions for non-members are $3.50.
New applicants and current members of
PAW may join the MS by requesting sponsor-
ship by a member of the MS. Current
PATC members interested only in receiving
UP ROPE may subscribe at no additional
charge. Send subscriptions and address
chatges to Circulation Manager, UP ROPE,
1718 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

Hanging Around

Wolf Rock) Md. - June 27

On what may have been the last club
trip for the foreseeable future to
Wolf Rock, a good sized group of
climbers straggled out to Wolf Rock,
obeyed all of the rules requiring
signing in and out, agreed to pay for
any Park Service rescues, swore that
they would be safe, and otherwise
pretended to be good citizens. Many
climbs were rigged, pronounced climb-
able by the majority, and abandoned
in favor of harder climbs. Finally
Tom M. and Tom Redbeard found an
uncliMbable line; after they climbed
it and named it "Bee's Jam" in honor
of the difficult hand-jam involved
and they herds of wasps awaiting to
"reward" success, everyone else
declined the opportunity to try. We
folded up our ropes and adjourned to
Royis place. Participants (climbers?)
included Ron Yockim, Bill Fite, Jon
Larson and friend Robin (why haven't
you brought her back again, Jon? 
The group wasn't that rowdy!), Al

,
len

Fishler, Tom Meagher, Tom Redbeard,
John Christian, and Jeannie and

Stan Halpin

Shawangunks, N.Y. - July 3-5

The trip began with a minor difficulty
in communications which resulted in
one climber sitting home waiting for
a ride that never came. Everyone else
had a pleasant weekend: good weather
and few other climbers. James teamed
up with a super climber coming out of
semi-retirement and did some hard
climbs while the rest of us leisurely
explored some old favorites. Partici-
pants included James Eakin, Bill Fite,
Jeannie and Stan Halpin, and John Scott
(present in spirit only. Sorry about
that!)

Stan Halpin

Sharkstooth, Rocky Mtn. Nat'l Park, 
Colorado - July 11-12

(A "club" trip made possible by a
fortuitous time-space overlap of the
schedules of three members.)

After warming up in Eldorado Canyon
on Saturday, Curt Mobley and Stan
Halpin were joined by Ann Kruse for
a 6:00 am departure Sunday morning
from Boulder, Colorado to the Rocky
Mbuntain Nat'l Park. We were still
on schedule at 8:0G am when we left
the car to begin our walk in past

•
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The Loch and Andrews Glacier to
Sharkstooth, but we soon found out
that the trail and our speed were
less than expected. Periodic rest
stops were consumed with discussions
of the futility of continuing because
of the impossibility of finishing
our climb before the afternoon storm.
In the absence of clouds, we continued.
Still no clouds when we got to the
base of our climb at 1:15 pm, so we
began what was purported to be a
four-pitch "sustained" 5.3. It wks
well over five pitches, and most of
the route was more like a 5.1, but
otherwise the guide wasn't too far
off. Problems in finding solid belay
anchors, and the usual problems of
rope management with three climbers
combined to slow us down. But never
a cloud in the sky! We completed the
fifth pitch at about 7:30 pm and
faced the decision of doing an add-
itional pitch up the summit ridge
to the top (50 feet), where we might
be able to find the guide's recommend-
ed descent route, or of starting our
descent while there was still some
light back down over familiar terri-
tory. The sun set and the full moon
rose as we began the first of five
double-rope rappels. We reached the
base of the climb at about midnight,
much lighter after having left many
fixed pins, nuts and slings behind
us for rappel anchors. We staggered
back down the snow slopes and scree,
through the forest, and reached the
car about 5:30 am. Luckily Curt's
car knew the way back to Boulder,
since all three of us slept all of
the way back. Still not a cloud in
the sky. The only day in a two week
period without an afternoon storm.
How does Curt arrange these things?

Stan Halpin

Mt. Assiniboine, B.C. - Aug. 1-14
Joint Buffalo Mountaineers-PATC
Expedition

Under the leadership of Elean Robson
of the Buffalo Mountaineers, climbers
from Buffalo and Washington, D.C.

traveled to Mt. Assiniboine Provincial
Park for two weeks of climbing and
sitting out rain. The participants
included 6 PATC-ers: John Bremer,
James Eakin, Vivian Goldberg, Mark
Gunther, Chuck Wettling and Margaret
Wettling. In addition, there were
Cal Flett of the Buffalo Mountaineers,
his friends Danny Granzansky and Mike
Boyde, and two former Buffaloes, Dick
Rivers and Peter  ?  . Our trip
officially started when 12 people and
their gear were disgorged from our
multifarious vehicles and went their
separate ways along the trail. The
people went on foot while our gear
went by horse. Actually the fun
really began the day before when six
of us raided the Safeway in Banff.
It took two trips to get everything
back to the campground. On this
first Sunday we hiked 15 miles to
Assiniboine Pass (end of the line
for the horses!) where we could get
our first glimpse of that mountain
before shouldering our packs for the
remaining 3 miles to our campsite
near Macog Lake.

One of the features of the wilderness
experience at Assiniboine Park is the
well appointed, conveniently located
high altitude hut. Six in our group
(John, Mike, Cal, Dick, Danny, and
Mike) decided to operate from there.
These folks reappeared every 3 or 4
days for more food and Coleman fuel.
Their adventures included a lot of
rainy days spent inside a cozy hut,
an unsuccessful attempt on Mt. Assini-
boine by Mike, Cal, and Dick, and
reading of other climbers' horror
stories in the hut log book. Cal
and Danny each climbed Mt. Assiniboine
on separate occasions when they
accompanied other parties. Danny
reported rain and finally snow on his
trip, while Cal's party took 21 hours
to make the climb. The rest of us
listened to the reports of rock, ice
and snow avalanche, loose rock,
unprotectable pitches and decided
that although the mountain was fall-
ing down, there would be enough of
it left to climb some other year.
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The high altitude hut was also con-
venient to Mts. Macog, Strom, Wedge-
wood and Sturdee.

For those left in base camp there
were such comforts as green scenery,
live entertainment (gophers assault-
ing our supplies), a kitchen shelter
which kept the rain off our heads
but soon became ankle deep in mud
(we moved it), and humid tents to
spend rainy days in. At least we
didn't need an ice axe for the walk
to the outhouse. Our adventures
included an ascent of Mt. Strom which
necessitated a trip up (and down)
the access couloir on the Assiniboine
headwall. (There is a sign at the
foot of the massif which says "The
Headwall".) During the descent of
the steepest part of the couloir,
Vivian slipped but managed to cry
"James watch out:" before she whizzed
over the spot where James stood a
millesecond earlier. James leapt
sideways and landed in perfect self-
arrest position. That evening, when
the rangers made their nightly call,
Vivian requested they install a
handrail in the couloir.

Two days later the same group (Elean
and all the PATC-ers except John)
climbed Terrapin. This was going to
be an easy day trip; the guide book
told of an easy ridge of the SE side
and the route up the snow chute and
icefield on the north was obvious.
We reached the summit at 6 pm. The
easy snow couloir (450) terminated
in an icefield that required 2 rope
lengths and 4 hours to cross. Con-
gratulations to James and Mark on
their first ice leads and Vivian
turned out to be a quick study on
her first ice climb (belayed). The
glacier had real crevasses and a
Bergschxund. The rock portions were
rotten, of course. Since nobody
particularly wanted to rappel down
the ice pitches on ice screws, we
looked for the easy route down.
Chuck reconnoitered and concluded that
one couldn't get to the guide book
route from here. BUT when we climbed

the west ridge we observed that the
mountain was sculpted in a series of
sloping scree terraces separated by
cliffs. If the cliffs were breached
with gullies, we could descend that
way. Mark went off to explore this
possibility and returned a long time
later shouting "It goes". We descended
into the valley guided by Chuck and
a full moon. From Lake Gloria we had
7 miles to go. However this lake had
neither a stony beach around its

• perikmeter (unlike Macog) nor a footpath.
Instead we got to thrash through pine
and juniper trees in all degrees of
growth, density and decay. That
activity got us really tired and after
2 h6urs we collapsed in a small clear-
ing. We were grateful for the warm
temperatures and lack of rain. Dulled
with hunger and fatigue we resumed at
6:30 am, eventually finding a fisher-
men's foot path. At long last we were
on established trails which led back
to our camp. Meanwhile our companions
became concerned over our long absence
and set off to rescue us. They greet-
ed us at Wonder Pass with extra clothes
and water, but all we wanted was
breakfast. We arrived in camp 32 hours
after we left it. Mike and Cal heated
up some canned chili; and Esau's long
ago action became clear.

The good weather we had on our Terra-
pin epic was the longest rain-free
interval we had. It rained every day
after that, which discouraged further
adventures. Undaunted, the Wettlings
departed for the hut, which was becom-
ing increasingly popular with climbers
in the area. The hut was filled to
capacity and Margaret reported that
it resembled Grand Central Station
with all the noisy arrivals and
departures in the wee hours of the
morning. The other four survivors
of Terrapin finally got it together
and climbed on the last day. Elean
and Vivian did Wedgewood with Danny.
James and Mark climbed Sturdee the
hard way and were very happy to
accompany the Wettlings down the
route which they had climbed. Chuck
and Margaret climbed Macog the day
before, between raindrops.


