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ITHE CLOSING OF BULL RUN MOUNTAIN

In December, the Virginia
Outdoors Foundation (VOF) announ-
ced that Bull Run Mountain is
- temporarily closed to climbing
‘and hiking.

VOF is a quasi-state agency,
Created by Virginia statute in
1966. Its Trustees are appointed
by the Governor and confirmed by
the state legislature. VOF ac-
quired its Bull Run Mountain pro-
Perty from the Natural Areas
Council (NAC) last November under
a contractural agreement. NAC

(and its subsidiary, America the
Beautiful Fund) is a tax-exempt
organization that bought scatter-
ed mountain parcels during the
1960s. NAC's two major contri-

butors were killed in 1966, and,

4S8 a consequence, its funding for
land acquisition and maintenance
dried up. It therefore looked

for a permenent custodian to carry

On its conservation work at Bull
Run. 1In 1978 NAC entered a con-

tract with VOF which provided that
NAC would convey its holdings if

VOF raised $2,000,000. VOF met

this condition, and NAC deeded

over its Bull Run Mountain hold-
lngs.

VOF Director Tyson Van Auken
€xplained that the closing was
due to abuse of the area. Drink-
ing parties litter, and vandalism
has been reported. The area may
be closed for up to two years to
allow for the preparation of a
Master plan and more land acquisi-
tion. VOF wants to employ park
rangers to prevent abuse. A long-

range plan calls for Bull Run
Mountain to be developed as a

Natural area, rather than a park.

PATC maintains a trail and
4 cabin on Bull Run Mountain, MS
members have been climbing there
gi?ce at least 1935. (See PATC
ulletin articles by Gus Gambs in
1935 and Sterling Hendricks in
1945.) A wide range of technical
difficulty makes the quartzite
Out-cropping attractive to both
€Xperienced and beginning climbers.

Contimuing challenge of Charlie's Crack -
Chris Scoredos in 1945; Ian Cruickshank in 1979
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Expeditions

PERU - CORDILLERA BLANCA

I am currently organizing a
club climbing trip to the world's
highest tropical mountain range,
the Cordillera Blanca of Peru.
The Blancas are 120 miles in
length, with over 40 major summits
exceeding 6,000 meters 219,685').
Most summits are covered in over-
hanging cornices, and are approa-
chable only after crossing deep
crevasses and ascending deeply
fluted couloirs of ice and
STIOW .

The principal area where
we will be climbing is, tentative-
ly, the Laguna Parron region. The
advantages of this area lie in
its easy one-day access and also
the number of varied climbs.
Surrounding the Laguna Parron
“are Artesonraju (20,000');
Pyramide (19,300'); Chacaraju
(20,050'); Pisco; and the Huandoy
group (20,980'). The Huandoy
group has been considered by
many to be the most beautiful of
the Blanca ranges.

The object of this trip is
to select a group of PATC moun-

taineers who will, for the first
time in the club's history, con-
duct an high-altitude, internat-
ional expedition. Because of the
the inherent dangers of high-
altitude climbing, such as cre-
vasses, high=-angle ice, cornices,
pulmonary edema, etc., this is
not considered to be a trip for
beginners. Intermediate ice and
snow skills are an absolute re-
quirement, as well as an advanc-
ed state of personal physical
fitness by departure time. The
planned departure date is June
20, with the return date approxi-
mately July 19 (three weeks).
Total trip cost, excluding per-
sonal gear and clothing, is esti-
mated to be $1150 per person from
Washington, D.C.

If you are interested in
this trip, contact Stan Halpin
(340-2593) or me (536-6122,
252-4152). PATC members will

"receive first consideration, so
pay your dues and join! The
team size will be limited to 12
members. The final date for
selecting them will be late April

Aprii. Don McIntyre

" MOUNTAIN NOTES

Alaska Climbing Rules - Two Views

Mountain magazine no. 69
urged 1ts readers to lobby against
Park Service regulation of climb-
ing in Mt. McKinley National Park.
It enclosed a post card to Sen.
Gravel for convenient protest: 'As
a mountain climber I oppose the
National Park Service control of
Alaska's mountains."

However, in April, the Ameri-
can Alpine Club's Board of Directors
voted unanimously to commend the
Park Service on its McKinley Park
climbing regulations. Essentially,
the only requirement is prior re-
gistration with the Park Superin-
tendent and checking out after the

climb. (Notes courtesy of
Alpine Information)

Editor's note: A phone call to
Sen. Gravel's office indicates a
number of these cards have been re-
celved. Mountain has addressed its
protest to Sen. Gravel apparantly
because of his opposition to Park
Service regulation of Alaska lands.
But Sen. Gravel opposes Park Service
regulation because it generally pre-
cludes commercial development (e.g.,
downhill ski resorts).
It is curious that some mountain-
eers are appealing to a man who wants
to develop the wilderness. For ex-
ample, Sen. Gravel has proposed
Denali City (seegﬁg'Belag, Dec.'79),
a private 1nvestor-created resort
30 miles northwest of Talkeetna —
access via a new highway or by
balloon. The Park Service is against
it
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From the Editor’s Chimney

Carderock 1S washing away . tain§ themselves need our pro-=
Despite reasonable use by us, the tection. They are mnever safe,
uncertain combination of mnatural and our access to them can never
process and heavy use by increas- be taken for granted. Self-
ing numbers of climbers, gawkers, , ~interest demands that those who
outdoors groupies, and rule- want to climb be conscious of
breaking dog owners may soon de- events that threaten climbing
Prive us of a significant portion areas — be they natural, econ-
of a remarkable rock climbing omic, or political.
area.

The MS supports the Mohonk
Trust with an annual contribu-

Though we never littered tion. Perhaps the environmental
Oor held 1arge, noisy Outings 1aWSUltWthh.the F?lendg Of thej
there, Bull Run Mountain has Shawangunks will bring will also
been closed. Despite reasonable merlt our support.
use by us, Bull Run's new owners | _
feel that abuse by some calls o MS trip mgmbers have trad-
for denying access to all. 1tionally carried out trash left

by local drinking parties on
Bull Run Mountain. Now we must
| . try to be a part of the master

According to Off Belay and plan the new owners will deve-
the Friends of the Shawangunks, lop.

Marriott's proposed development
of Minnewaska poses a threat to

the Gunks. Actually, the Trapps ~ Our offer to repair the
and the Near Trappsyére (somepp trail to Carderock has been
say, "safely") on Mohonk Trust accepted. We need to research
Property. But remember, just and develop a thoughtful posi-
last year the Trust narrowly tion on climber access in case
averted a major threat to its the Pgrk Service decides to
eXistence by winning a property restrict use.

tax suit. Had the N.Y. state

Court decision gone the other

way, the Trust and its capacity

to insure climbers' access might It's a delicate balance

have been jeopardized. between use of a natural area
and using it up. As users we
can show our concern and commit-

As the 1980s begin we must ment to conserve by trail main-
become aware that it is not tenance, support for environ-
enough to "'go for it. For mental action, and enlightened
Climbers "protection” must mean awareness. JLhe Conservation and
two things. How short-sighted Use Committee welcomes your
1f it means only protecting a participation and ideas.

lead. The rocks and the moun-
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Sallie Greenwood has agreed to
coordinate a Conservation and Use
Committee. The first project is to
respond to the closing of Bull Run
Mountain. Our work trip to Carderock
will be scheduled as soon as the Park
Service makes materials available.
Two MS work crews to White Oak Can-
yon have cleared the trail of trees
blown down by last fall's storms.

Only trees too big for PATC's bow saws
remain. |

Don McIntyre has offered to
collect and disseminate news of exped-
‘tions. He will also be responsible for
scheduling weekly climbing outings

February 10 Carderock

February 13
PATC Hd
February 15

February 23-30

March 30 Camp Lewis

(340-2593),_Ian Cruickshank

"P.AT.C.

1718 NSt N W
Washington,D. C. 20036

LIBRARY PATC
1718 N ST NW
WASH DC 20036

Climber’s Calendar

MS meeting - 8pm
Photo contest due date

New'Hampshire ski &

climb
February 24 Sugarloaf
March 2 Crescent Rocks or cross
country skiing
March 12 MS meeting - 8pm
PATC Hd

For ice climbing trips arran%ed on an impromptu basis, call Stan Halpin
484-5108), or James Eakin (598-6047).

February 1980

and will try to coordinate nonsched-
uled trips.

Charlie Dorian is chief of a
work team to wash PATC headquarters
windows.

Tell Martha about mistakes in
the membership list in the January
UP ROPE. We'll try to print an adden-
dum in March.

Bill De Lano moved to Californis
Lo accept a new work assignment. His

address: 10270 North Foothill Blvd.,

- C-14, Cupertino, CA 95014. Bill was

UP ROPE co=-editor during 1979 and a
great climbing partner.

Sallie Greenwood and Lin Murphy
showed slides of their June and Jul

trips to Mt. McKinley. -

Sue Neel(340-1522)

Yerupajé - Don MclIntyre

Submit entries to Stan
Halpin(340-2593)

Ian Cruickshank(484-5108)

Ryan Pierson(921-2935)

Lin Murphy(533-8412)

Ski Mountaineering -
Ian Cruickshank

Barbara Llewellyn
(871-6197)
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